oot g Gl bt

Afaq Journal for Human | ‘=

and Applied Studies Mlg Hlﬁlzl
Faculty of Arts and Sciences Suidl !‘*'"'9; ‘!"m e
ALAbyar University of Benghazi G

ISSUE: D =august 2024 2024M'l-g.iml ey

Analyzing English Speaking Proficiency and Challenges Among ESL Students in
Libya: A Quantitative Survey Study

TMr. Hakim . A.LHamad . ?Mr.Mohammad Saad . 3*Mr.Mohammad . Fadal Saed.

1. Lecturer English Department Faculty Of Arts and Science EL marj.

2. Lecturer English Department Faculty of Arts and Science EL Abyar-
mohammad.saad@uob.edu.ly.

3. Lecturer English Department Faculty of Arts and Science EL Abyar- fadel.saeid@uob.edu.ly

DOI: https://doi.org/10.37376/ajhas.vi2.6867 | Received: 12.07.2024 | Accepted: 24.07.2024| Published: 16.08.2024

Abstract:

The aim of this study is to analyze the English speaking proficiency and challenges
faced by students studying English as a second language in Libya. The study focuses on
demographics, duration of study, self-assessed proficiency, challenges encountered in
speaking English, and methods used for improvement. Survey data from 43 students
were collected using both closed-ended and open-ended questions. Descriptive statistics
and thematic analysis were employed to interpret the findings. Results indicate that the
majority of students are females under 25 years old, with intermediate English
proficiency being most common. Challenges such as lack of vocabulary, fear of making
mistakes, and difficulty understanding native speakers contribute to communication
difficulties and anxiety. Common practice methods include watching English
movies/TV shows and using online tutorials/videos. The study underscores the need for
structured speaking practice and supportive environments to enhance English
proficiency among students in Libya.

Keywords: ESL (English as a Second Language) English proficiency Language
learning challenges Speaking practice.
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1.1.Introduction.
In.recent.decades,.proficiency
.in.the.English.language.has.become.
increasingly.vital.n.global.academic.
and.professional.contexts..Wit.global
ization.bridging.diverse.cultures.and.
economies,.English.serves.as.a.unive
rsal.language.facilitating.cross.borde
r.communication.and.collaboration.(
Crystal,.2003).. This.importance.is.pa
rticularly.pronounced.in.nations.like.
Libya,.where.mastering.English.as.a.
second.language.(ESL).holds.substan
tial.implications.for.educational.adva
ncement.and.career.prospects.
Libya,.located.in.North.Afric
a,.faces.distinctive.challenges.and.op
portunities.in.ESL.education.shaped.
by.its.geopolitical.history.and.econo
mic.landscape..The.legacy.of.coloniz
ation.and.subsequent.global.trends.ha
ve.emphasized.the.significance.of.En
glish.proficiency.as.a.pathway.to.hig
her.education,.international.employm
ent,.and.global.integration.(Phillipso
n,.1992;.Graddol,.2006)
The.demographic.compositio
n.of.Libyan.ESL.students.reveals.spe
cific.patterns.influencing.their.langua
ge.learning.journeys..With.a.predomi
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nantly.youthful.population,.a.signific
ant.majority.under.25.years.old.(Wor
Id.Bank,.2023),.Libyan.students.repr
esent.a.dynamic.cohort.eager.to.enha
nce.their.English.language.skills.ami
dst.evolving.educational.policies.and
.global.economic.shifts.. This.demogr
aphic.characteristic.not.only.undersc
ores.the.urgency.of.effective.ESL .ed
ucation.but.also.highlights.the.potent
ial.impact.of.language.proficiency.on
.Libya's.future.workforce.and.econo
mic.development.(Brown,.2014.(The
.duration.of.English.language.study.p
lays.a.pivotal.role.in.shaping.ESL.pr
oficiency.among.Libyan.students..Re
search.suggests.that.the.length.and.in
tensity.of.language.study.correlate.cl
osely.with.levels.of.language.acquisit
ion.and.proficiency.(Ellis,.2008)..In.
Libya's.context,.where.educational.re
sources.can.vary.regionally.and.instit
utionally,.understanding.the.duration.
of.English.language.study.provides.i
nsights.into.students'.linguistic.devel
opment.and.educational.trajectories.(
Richards.&.Rodgers,.2001)Self.asses
sment.of.proficiency.levels.among.Li
byan.ESL.learners.reflects.their.perc
eptions.and.aspirations.in.navigating.
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English.language.environments..Stud
ies.indicate.that.self.assessment.influ
ences.learning.behaviors.and.outcom
es,.offering.valuable.insights.into.lea
rners'.perceived.strengths.and.areas.n
eeding.improvement.(Bachman.&.Pa
Imer,.2010)..Exploring.how.Libyan.s
tudents.assess.their.English.proficien
cy.aims.to.illuminate.the.intersection
.of.perceived.competence.and.actual.
language.skills,.informing.targeted.e
ducational.interventions.and.support.
mechanisms.
The.challenges.encountered.b
y.Libyan.ESL.students.in.mastering.
English.underscore.the.complex.natu
re.of.language.acquisition..Common.
obstacles.include.acquiring.vocabula
ry,.understanding.grammatical.struct
ures,.navigating.cultural.nuances,.an
d.overcoming.communication.appreh
ension.(Nation,.2013;.Murray,.2016).
.These.challenges.are.compounded.b
y.socio.cultural.factors.and.education
al.settings.that.may.lack.adequate.res
ources.or.tailored.pedagogical.suppo
rt.for.ESL.learners..Oxford,.2017)
Various.strategies.for.improv
ement.encompass.educational.practic
es.and.technological.advancements.t
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hat.complement.traditional.classroo
m.learning..From.digital.resources.li
ke.online.tutorials.and.language.apps
.to.immersive.language.experiences.t
hrough.media.consumption,.Libyan.
ESL.students.employ.diverse.method
s.to.enhance.their.language.skills.(La
rsen.Freeman,.2018)..Understanding.
the.effectiveness.of.these.strategies.i
nforms.educational.policies.and.pract
ices.aimed.at.optimizing.ESL.learnin
g.outcomes.in.Libya.

In.conclusion,this.paper.aims.
to.explore.the.dynamic.landscape.of.
English.language.proficiency.among.
Libyan.ESL.students..By.examining.
demographic.characteristics,.duration
.of study,.self.assessed.proficiency.le
vels,.encountered.challenges,.and.str
ategies.for.improvement,.the.study.se
eks.to.contribute.empirical.insights.t
o.the.field.of ESL.education.in.Libya

Through.rigorous.research.an
d.analysis,.this.study.endeavors.to.inf
orm.educational.stakeholders.and.pol
icymakers.on.effective.approaches.to
.support.English.language.learning.a
nd.proficiency.among.Libyan.student
S.
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1.2.Significance.of.the.Study
This.study.addresses.the.growing.nee
d.for.English.proficiency.among.Lib
yan.students,.which.is.crucial.for.thei
r.educational.and.career.success..lt.id
entifies.specific.challenges.faced.by.
ESL.learners,.such.as.limited.vocabu
lary.and.fear.of. mistakes,.highlightin
g.critical.areas.for.intervention.. The.r
esearch.evaluates.the.effectiveness.of
.current.practices,.like.watching.Engl
ish.media.and.using.online.resources,
.within.the.Libyan.context..By.provi
ding.empirical.data.on.demographics
.and.proficiency.levels,.the.study.off
ers.valuable.insights.for.educators.an
d.policymakers.to.implement.more.ef
fective.strategies..Ultimately,.it.aims.
to.improve.English.language.educati
on.in.Libya,.enhancing.students'.prof
iciency.and.success.in.academic.and.
professional.settings.
1.3.Research.Questions

What.is.the.demographic.prof
ile.of students.studying.English.as.a.s
econd.language.in.Libya?
2..What.is.the.self.assessed.English.s
peaking.proficiency.level.of .these.stu
dents?
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3..What.are.the.primary.challenges.fa
ced.by.Libyan.students.in.speaking.E
nglish?
1.4.Research.Objectives
1.To.describe.the.demographic.profil
e.of.students.studying.English.as.a.se
cond.language.in.Libya
2,To.assess.the.self.assessed.English.
speaking.proficiency.level.of.these.st
udents
3.To.identify.and.analyze.the.primar
y.challenges.faced.by.Libyan.student
s.in.speaking.English
1.5.Statement.of.the.Problem
In.Libya,.English.proficiency.
is.crucial.for.educational.and.career.s
uccess..However,.Libyan.students.fa
ce.significant.challenges.in.speaking.
English,.such.as.limited.vocabulary,.
fear.of.making.mistakes,.and.difficul
ty.understanding.native.speakers,.lea
ding.to.communication.barriers.and.a
nxiety..The.lack.of.structured.speaki
ng.practice.and.supportive.education
al.environments.exacerbates.these.iss
ues..While.students.use.strategies.lik
e.watching.English.media.and.using.
online.resources.to.improve,.the.effe
ctiveness.of.these.methods.in.Libya.i
s.not.well.documented..Additionally,
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there.is.a.gap.in.the.literature.on.the.
specific.challenges.and.instructional.
practices.for.Libyan.ESL.learners..T
his.study.aims.to.address.this.gap.by.
analyzing.the.demographics,.duratio
n.of.study,.self.assessed.proficiency,.
and.challenges.of.Libyan.ESL.studen
ts,.to.identify.effective.improvement.
strategies.and.provide.insights.for.en
hancing.ESL.education.in.Libya.
2.1Literature.Review
2.2..Current. Trends.and.Challenge
s.in.ESL.Education.
The.literature.on.ESL .educati
on.underscores.the.pivotal.role.of.spe
aking.proficiency.in.language.acquisi
tion,.emphasizing.its.significance.in.
academic.and.professional.contexts. (
Brown,.2014;.Larsen.Freeman,.2018
).Common.challenges.encountered.b
y.ESL.learners.include.difficulties.in.
vocabulary.acquisition,.fear.of.speaki
ng,.and.comprehension.obstacles.(M
urray,.2016;.0xford,.2017)..These.hu
rdles.are.known.to.hinder.language.l
earning.progress.and.impact.overall.
proficiency.levels.
Effective.pedagogical.strategi
es.have.been.identified.as.essential.in
.mitigating.these.challenges..Researc
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h.advocates.for.integrating.multimed
ia.resources,.such.as.online.tutorials.
and.language.apps,.which.provide.int
eractive.platforms.for.language.pract
ice.and.skill.development.(Richards.
&.Rodgers,.2001;.Nation,.2013)..Ad
ditionally,.structured.speaking.practi
ce,.including.participation.in.languag
e.clubs.and.discussion.groups,.has.be
en.demonstrated.to.bolster.speaking.
proficiency.and.confidence.among.E
SL.learners.

Recent.scholarship.has.highli
ghted.the.evolving.landscape.of.ESL.
education,.with.a.growing.emphasis.
on.learner.centered.approaches.and.d
igital.learning.tools..For.example,.La
rsen.Freeman.(2018).discusses.the.tr
ansformative.potential.of.digital.tech
nologies.in.language.instruction,.emp
hasizing.their.role.in.offering.person
alized.learning.experiences.and.prom
oting.authentic.language.use..This.sh
ift.towards.digital.resources.aligns.wi
th.broader.trends.in.educational.tech
nology.and.adaptive.learning.platfor
ms,.which.cater.to.diverse.learning.st
yles.and.preferences.(Warschauer,.20
16)
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However,.despite.these.advan
cements,.there.remains.a.noticeable.g
ap.in.the.literature.concerning.the.sp
ecific.challenges.and.instructional.pr
actices.among.Libyan.ESL..learners..
While.general.principles.and.strategi
es.are.well.documented,.empirical.st
udies.focusing.on.Libyan.contexts.ar
e.sparse..Given.Libya's.unique.socio-
cultural.and.educational.milieu,.unde
rstanding.the.distinct.barriers.encoun
tered.by.Libyan.ESL.students.and.id
entifying.context.specific.effective.pr
actices.are.crucial.for.enhancing.Eng
lish.language.proficiency.within.this.
demographic.

Therefore,.this.study.aims.to.
address.this.gap.by.examining.the.de
mographic.characteristics,.proficienc
y.levels,.encountered.challenges,.and
.pedagogical.strategies.among.Libya
n.ESL.students..By.building.on.existi
ng.literature.and.employing.empirica
|.methods,.this.research.seeks.to.cont
ribute.nuanced.insights.into.ESL.edu
cation.in.Libya,.informing.education
al.policies.and.practices.tailored.to.th
e.needs.of.Libyan.learners.in.the.21st
.century.
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3.Methodology
3.1.Research.Design
This.study.employs.a.quantita
tive.research.design,.utilizing.a.surve
y.instrument.to.collect.data.on.Englis
h.speaking.proficiency.and.challenge
s.among.Libyan.ESL .students.
3.2.Participants
Forty.three.students.participat
ed.in.the.survey,.representing.a.diver
se.sample.in.terms.of.age,.gender,.an
d.educational.background..The.major
ity.were.females.(60%).under.25.yea
rs.old.(83.7%),.reflecting.the.demogr
aphic.profile.of ESL.learners.in.Liby
a.
3.3.Data.Collection
Data.were.collected.via.an.on
line.survey.distributed.among.Englis
h.language.learners.across.various.ed
ucational.institutions.in.Libya..The.s
urvey.consisted.of.structured.questio
ns.covering.demographic.informatio
n,.duration.of.English.study,.self-
assessed.proficiency.levels,.perceive
d.challenges.in.speaking.English,.me
thods.of.practice,.and.resources.used.
for.improvement..An.open.ended.que
stion.allowed.participants.to.provide.
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qualitative.insights.into.their.experie
nces.and.suggestions.
3.4.Data.Analysis
Descriptive.statistics.were.uti
lized.to.analyze.quantitative.response
s,.providing.insights.into.the.distribut
ion.of.demographic.characteristics,.p
roficiency.levels,.and.encountered.ch
allenges..Thematic.analysis.was.emp
loyed.to.explore.qualitative.data,.ide
ntifying.recurring.themes.and.narrati
ves.regarding.ESL .learning.experien
ces.in.Libya.
4.Results
4.1.Demographics
Most.respondents.were.females.unde
r.25.years.old,.consistent.with.the.br
oader.demographic.trends.among.ES
L.students.in.Libya.
Table.(1).shows.the.demographics

Females 60% |

| Under.25.years.old | 83.7% |
4.2.Duration.of.Study
A.significant.proportion.of.st
udents.reported.studying.English.for.
13.years,.indicating.a.critical.period.f
or.proficiency.development.
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Table.(2).shows.the.duration.of .the.st
udy

Less.than.Lyear | 20% |

I More.than.3.years | 30% |

4.3.Proficiency.Levels

Intermediate.proficiency.was.
predominant.among.respondents,.wit
h.a.notable.proportion.rating.themsel
ves.as.advanced.or.fluent.
Table.(3).shows.the.level.of.proficie
ncy.

20% Beginner |
|
50% |

4.4.Challenges.in.Speaking.English

Common.challenges.included
.a.lack.of.vocabulary,.fear.of.making.
mistakes,.and.difficulty.understandin
g.native.speakers,.contributing.to.co
mmunication.barriers.and.anxiety.
4.5.Impact.on.Communication

These.challenges.manifested.i
n.difficulties.expressing.ideas.clearly
.and.participating.in.conversations,.h
ighlighting.the.practical.implications.
for
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Table.(4).shows.the.difficulties.in.ex
pressing.ideas

[ 40% | Lack of vocabulary |

Difficulty understanding ‘

o | il
native speakers

ESL.learners.
Table.(5).shows.the.impact.of.comm
unications
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nd.communication.anxiety,.necessita
tes.targeted.interventions.and.educati
onal.strategies.tailored.to.the.needs.o
f.Libyan.ESL .learners..The.study.rec
ommends.the.implementation.of.stru
ctured.speaking.practice.initiatives.w
ithin.educational.settings.to.enhance.
proficiency.and.confidence.among.st
udents.

~ Impacton.Communication ~ Percentage .
| Difficulty.expressing.ideas.clearly | 50% | 6.Conclusion
 Difficulty.participating.in.conversations ~ 50% In.conclusion,.this.study.prov

4.6.Methods.of.Practice

Students.predominantly.enga
ged.in.informal.learning.methods.suc
h.as.watching.English.media.and.util
izing.online.resources.for.self.directe
d.study.
Table.(6).shows.the.method.of .practi
ce

| Watching.English.media | 60%

5.Discussion
The.findings.underscore.the.
multifaceted.nature.of.ESL.learning.
experiences.in.Libya,.emphasizing.th
e.pivotal.role.of.language.proficiency
.n.academic.and.professional.contex
ts..The.prevalence.of.specific.challen
ges,.such.as.vocabulary.acquisition.a

ides.valuable.insights.into.the.Englis
h.speaking.proficiency.and.challenge
s.faced.by.ESL.students.in.Libya..By
.examining.demographic.characterist
ics,.proficiency.levels,.encountered.c
hallenges,.and.learning.strategies,.the
.Sstudy.contributes.to.a.deeper.underst
anding.of.ESL.education.in.the.Liby
an.context..The.findings.underscore.t
he.importance.of.creating.supportive.
environments.and.implementing.effe
ctive.teaching.methodologies.to.foste
r.language.development.and.proficie
ncy.among.Libyan.ESL .learners.
Recommendations.for.Future.
Research.Future.research.should.expl
ore.longitudinal.studies.to.assess.the.
long.term.impact.of.educational.inter
ventions.on.ESL.proficiency.in.Liby
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a..Additionally,.comparative.studies.
with.other.regional.contexts.could.pr
ovide.broader.insights.into.ESL.learn
ing.dynamics.and.effective.pedagogi
cal.approaches.
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