NOTES AND COMMUNICATIONS

SEX - RATIO OF LIBYAN POPULATION

J. Dutta* & A. Sharif**

One of the most important characteristics of the population of a
country is its sex composition. The replacement and growth of a

population is largely dependent on the proportion of females in the
population, ’

We define here sex-ratio as the ratio of females to males ; this is
also known as femininity of the population.

Stampolis® has made some remarks on the sex-ratio of the Libyan
Population.  His remarks were based on materials released in the
Preliminary Results? of the General Population census 1964, He
regretted the unavailability of distribution of the population in age-
groups at that time. Now age wise distribution is available® and we
propose to analyse the same for Sex-ratio.

Al the countries can be grouped into two groups on the basis of
proportion of females in them :

(a) Countries in which the number of females js less than that
of males,

(b) Countries in which the number of females is more than
that of males.

Libya belongs to group (a), others in this group are India,
Turkey, Union of South Africa, ete.
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Under group (b) come European Countries, Great Britain,
Iraq etc.

Egypt was under (b) according to its census of 1947 but the
U.A.R. has moved to group (a) according to its census of 1960.

In the Table I A we present the ratio of females to males as
observed in the Western Districts (Muquitaa) and in the Table I B
we give ratio for FEastern Districts and Southern Districts. - In
Table II the ratio for the whole of Libya is presented.

In the Western Districts, among the persons below the age of
twenty years, there are more males than females, Between the ages
twenty and fifty five years there is a tendency to find more females
in districts other than Tripoli. This may be due to migration of males
from these Districts to Tripoli. Town, In the age groups above fifty
years, the proportion of females drops down very much.

In the Eastern Districts, in groups below twenty years, thier
appears a tendency to find more females ; in age groups over twenty
and below fifty five males are more numerous than females. In the
age groups above fifty five years the proportion of females falls down
very much.

In the Southern District of Sebha the Situation 15  similar to
Eastern Districts but in Ubari females are more numerous than males
in almost all age groups.

In almost all the districts the proportion of females declines
over age groups above fifty five years. This may be due to a differential
mortality rate for women in these age groups. The analysis of the
total citizen-population also  exhibits this feature. We  present
this analysis in the Table II. Here we find that although the sex-ratio
fluctuates from one age group te another yet in the higher age groups
the decline of femininity sets in. We have also plotted the sex-ratio
for total citizen population on a graph by plotting the sex-ratio of a
group against the central age of the group. We have fitted a straight
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line by the Least Squares Method to bring out the trend , The down.
ward Slope of the Straight line shows the decline of femininity
very clearly.

The excess of males in Libya appears to be due to biological
reasons. The number of male children below the age of one year
exceeds that of the female children in every distriet of Libya, even
Ubari is no exception to this. So the deficiency of females may be
due to more male births everywhere in Libya. The difference in
pattern of sex-ratio between Eastern and Western Districts perhaps
reflects the influence of ethnic groups found there. This point needs
further studies for clarification.
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TOTAL CITIZENS BY AGE GROUP AND SEX.
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