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through the virtue of wisdom. It gives a glimpse of an organised labour
market. As concerns social life, Chapter Four exposes the Islamic ideals
that save man from moral and material crash. Chapter Five proceeds
to more details concerning the guiding principles of economic and
social order, The spirit of co-operation is considered the basis of the wel-
fare state that Islam plans for the masses. Wealth, its circulation, dis-
tribution and obligations are further discussed in the succeeding chapters.
Still trade and interest were not isolated topics, but a part of the larger
scope of the economic welfare.

Mr. Ali went on to emphasize that Islam, though having originated
in the Arabian deserts, yet is of a universal nature fit for application
in any pattern of economic organisation; it is not the fault of Islam,
however, if it is not rightfully applied even by the Islamic societies
since the death of the last Rashidin Caliph.

The author concludes that Islam is a religion that has to be lived.
Consequently, it is linked with all phases of existence, and thus
contributes to the vast literature in Islamic Studies. But still this con-
tribution should be regarded as a timely one. To undertake the unveiling
of the economic principles of Islam is not a simple task. The lucid and
coherent survey of the economics of Islam in Mr. Syed Ali’s book
serves the cause of Islam in the Muslim countries and also conveys
Islamic principles to the peoples of the world. If Muslims regard
Islam as the complete discipline which regulates every facet of life, the
economic aspects of life were duely stressed by the Koran.
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