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The religious factor and its influence on the political life in the Byzantine
Empire In the reign of Hercules 610-641 AD

Dr. Khamees Hameed

Tobruk University — Faculty of Arts — Department of History

Abstract.

The viewer to the history of the Byzantine Empire will find many emperors who have made
the effort to keep their survival as a political entity has its position and influence in the
middle Ages, and perhaps the most prominent of those emperors was Emperor Hercules,
which enables access to power in 610 and lasted until the year 641 AD. The reign of Hercules
permeated many of the political and religious events that have had a significant impact on
both the Byzantine Empire and the era of the Middle Age. The most prominent of those
events was a religious controversy, which inherited the empire and the church since the time
of Constantine |1 323-337AD, which continued until the time of Hercules and so on. That
controversy was common to the inhabitants of the Byzantine Empire, which had become a
feature which had a role in guiding the political life within the Byzantine Empire. The reason
to choose the topic of this research was to clarify the above, that we target to highlight this
role clearly, moreover, we discussed the political and religious conditions before and during
the rule of Hercules in addition, we looked into the wars that fought by Hercules against the
Persian Empire and the Islamic armies explaining that the reasons and the impact factor of
religion in those events.

As for the most important results of this research:

e Emphasise the role of the religious factor in the strength and the weakness of the
Byzantine Empire, from both aspects the military and political.

e As well as the religious factor was a clear impact on the loss of the Byzantine Empire
the eastern Regions in the two wars against the Persians and The Muslims. Also, the
same factor was a prominent role in the victories of the Byzantine Empire during
recovery war on the eastern provinces against the Persians

e This study showed the growth of a new phenomenon that has emerged for the first
time of the middle Ages, which was the impact on religious fervour on the war at that
time.

e Another consequence is the emergence of a new doctrine which knows
Monothelitism, that came after Emperor Hercules managed in reconciling the
followers of Christianity
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