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.1954 .1E. E. Evans-Pritchard, The Sanusi of Cyrenaica, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1949, 240 p., rééd

Agessiadl A5l e Jlail e ¢ pean b landl (ad) Splane 8 slin, Sile) o8

tie daale dad 3 (93] paalye dllia Gl aag 2

) 4Ll .Nicola A. Ziadeh, Sandsiyah : a study of a revivalist movementin Islam, Leiden, Brill, 1958, 148 p
#1967 . V) sdaskal) . Jlall Baa seal el ¢ de pulll il 8 lagals Lilis Lugiall ASall ¢ o siSall dag bl

3Jean Ferrandi (Lieutenant-colonel), Le Centre africain francais. Tchad, Borkou, Ennedi. LeurConquéte, Paris,
Charles Lavauzelle, 1930, 252 p
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-(Paris, L'Harmattan, 1988, p. 47 et 135 «1903-).-C. Zeltner, Les pays du Tchad dans la tourmente, 1880 :
)l Cgliall (g (109 - 1970 clgiaall & lgie il ey 2al) "GAaull Jualill sale)' 455 ciang 382

W. K. R. Hallam, The life and times ofRabihFadl Allah, IlfracombeStockwell, 1977, 367 p. (cf. la préface : «
In spite of his brutality and ruthlessness, which hdve made hisname still to be hated and reviled wherever he
passed, his achievements were nevertheless considérable« and his actions, ranged over a large part of Africa,
make him a historically important figure ») ; JosephBartélémyElaudAmeghoh, Rabah, Paris, ABC, 1976 ;

Henri Moniot, « Rabih », in Les Africains, Paris, Ed. Jeune Afrique, t. IV, p. 287-309, ainsi qu'une maitrise
publiée : MaikoremaZakari, Rabih auBornou (1893-1900), une étape de la colonisation frangaise, Niamey,

IRSH, Documents des Etudes nigériennes, 1979.
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bl ol i) s (Dt ) i Gld) 3 oIS ) cgylatl) Jasll cpaaliy 25 54l

folil gl sl Gub )l pagais 1
l'articlepionnier de Dennis D. Cordell, « Eastern Libya, Wadaiand the San(siyya : a Tariga and a Trade Route
», Journal ofAfricanHistoty, XVIII, 1, 1977, p. 21-36. Le premier rapport circonstancié sur la création de la
route Wara-Benghazi, vers 1810-1811, escelui rédigé par Fulgence Fresnel, saint-simonien, consul de France
a Djeddah, a partir derecueillis en 1846 a Djalo auprés d'informateurs Zuya et Majabra : « Mémoire sur les
caravanesafricaines qui parcourent I'espace compris entre I'oasis du Touat et les frontiéres occidentales de
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I'Egypte et du Dar-Four, ou Renseignements sur la partie du Désert située entre 0° et 25e de longitude
orientale de Paris », Archives du ministere des Affaires étrangéres, Paris, Correspondance politique des
consulats [ciaprées AMAE, CPC], Tripoli de Barbarie, vol. 7, Fresnel a MAE, ler septembre 1846. Ce
mémoire est ensuite repris dans une version imprimée (Bulletin de la Société de géographie, Paris, 3e série, n°

11,1849, p. 48-67.(
"aa il gihale s L Craag S dojlulil
1oyl dag yhal 1wl e sl A @) DLl ALl Audlys ehaY 2
JeanLouisTriaud, « Les relations entre la France et la SanUsiyya. Histoire dune mythologie
coloniale.Découverte d'une confrérie saharienne », thése de doctorat d'Etat, Université de Paris VII, 1991, 4
t 1927:.Une publication imprimée de cet ouvrage vient de paraitre : La légende noire de la Sandsiyya.Une
confrérie musulmane saharienne sous le regard frangais (1840-1930), Paris/ Aix-en-Provence:Maison des
sciences de I' homme/Institut de recherches et d'études sur le monde arabe et musulman)IREMAM), 1995, 2
1p
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2 Capitaine JULIEN , « Le Dar-Ouadai », Bulletin du Comité de | 'Afrique francaise, Renseignements
coloniaux, février 1904, p. 53

3Pour la biographie de Muhammad al-Sandsi, voir Knut S. VIKOR, « Sufi and Scholar on the Désert Edge.

Muhammad b. 'Ali al-Sandsi (1787-1859) », University of Bergen, Ph. D., 1991, 376 p.
)Londres, Hurst, 1995.(
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2Sur le maitre de Muhammad al-Sandsi et la nature de ses enseignements, voir R. S. O'Fahey<Enigmatic
Saint. Ahmad Ibn Idris and the Idrisi Tradition, Londres, Hurst, 1990.

D918 Lslys saleds Auglyg (1856 Aiw Jlsa 53S0 dud)l 8 Casall duglys <1849-1848 Hle 8 5l Jlad 555 dugly a3
-1862-1861 s~

41bid, p. 56

5Voir notamment MoukhtarBacharMoukhtar, « De 1909 & 1960. Aux confins des Etats. Les peuples
du Tchad oriental et leur évolution dans un Ouaddai statique », Université Paris VII, thése
dedoctorat de 3e cycle, 1982, qui consacre une douzaine de pages (138-152)
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: Issa Hassan Khayar, Tchad. Regards sur les élites ouaddaiennes, Paris, CNRS, 1984,P 231
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The Secret of the Sahara: Kufara, New York, Doran, 1921 p. 119).
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Nachtigal, Sahara and Sudan, tradangl. A. G. et H. Fisher, Londres, Hurst, t. Il, 1980, p. 63-65 (Kaouar), 338
(-((Kanem), 367-368 (Borkou) 338 (Kanem), 367-368 (Borkou).
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1C'est ce qu'affirment Duveyrier en 1884 (p. 71) et Nachtigal (1873, publié en 1889, trad. A. G. B. et H.
Fisher, 1971, p. 43). Nous faisons ici référence au pamphlet, souvent repris sansde Henri Duveyrier, « La
confrérie musulmane de Sidi Mohammed ben Ali Es-Seno(sT et sondomaine géographique en I'année 1300 de
I'Hégire : 1883 de notre ere », Bulletin de la Société degéographie, Paris, 1884, p. 145-226, article publié la
méme année sous forme de brochure (Paris< Société de géographie, 1884, 84 p., rééd. 1886)
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3Jean-Marie Miege, « La Libye et le commerce transsaharien au xrxe siecle », Revue de I'Occident

Musulman et de la Méditerranée, 19, ler sem. 1975, p. 140

(1876 Ly 23 «palibh 8 Alal) Jeaidl il ) 1 16 Al eyl b Rpet il Bobeaidl) A yil) Lenylad) 8)l55 Canil 4
G lle OB e s L dB @l () aulall ol Gaseads 221876 sis 29 Aaslall Bl gl Aalell Ll ye
B 15 (ss) Ol sSal) Ay aal) Slasbeall o a5l Bpssiadl aim elygall 85hanlll aside pal G laals OIS (glan

.252-217 e s giaall A jill

221



ISSN: 2523 — 1871 (2017 ysouass) 41 ssall.als¥l dals dlao

Cilaslall o JS -6 Le @lldg ey cppilnall 2Ll Lgilial (Ko Y Al 13y dada (D513,

gyasall 138 b Colailly
gl il iy Lol ) pusbgadl gLl o

G5 Jgmea Bl 038 gl s tByglad ST AMBY) 8 gl macal ¢p 1880 diw die

Wi 5 csims ol 8 b (sl B Lngally (alS G plade Y 8 Al dias
s il uagil)

@y b galh (53 (g st eli] e cilee (gl3y Ay Dpgivd) Ol Vgl

) B2l (ggall ang b 1S Uge Ll landiy calaiall (53d 8 iy olyslim ool

@135 Olbld daaly 390 4l CulS 8 a3gfy Calladll Jola e ae )l eg (Padsy) 3 el

DLl 8 sy Him ol gl Gld g i Aayld 89S dwsiadl glid] dalay oS

s dshaall Wb b Bl as g3y Lkla ae Al B (55 lenls e Ligially

torll lasadl b lellael e any ol cade om0 wp Y gty gshaall lgalls IS

D135 dmlan 30 a2 M e ) g Gsm skl g pde JBal i e

51 2,500,000" Ghlidl s3a & Gusiall of sy mitivn «JalSllh dawsin cinpal (5135 of Sty clogleal) 138 ) ol 1
(5 o Gl gasall) tmany o) Aaily lilien "l Laga palgl ) g i) " ile gunsall €lisé "3,000,000

S dl) G glalud) )l pagadll 4ny Slo <1885-1884 ale b (5135 dihalad Luagall ASal) aags cillaal jladl 62
lla O cpled LSy sacludly Bsdiall llal (yeadd) Gl spanll o) Gigurall b dassiall B ALY (sagal) e 2uud)
i ageadll 1agn . daall JIK0 ale L & s Bda Ly cdaagall Aila) 8 Lails A5 (sagall deae

Voir AMAE, CPC, vol. 24, Vice-consul Ricard a consul général Féraud, 7 juillet 1884, dans Féraud a MAE,
29 juillet 1884, et Archives du poste de Tripoli, correspondance avec Benghazi, vol. 18, Ricard a consul
général= =Destrées, 12 octobre 1888 G. Djian, « Etude sur les senoussistes et leur action dans le Centre

africain », Islam et Sociétés au sud du Sahara, n° 5 (1916) 1991, p. 1 19 ; Jean-Claude Zeltner, Les pays du
Tchad. ., p. 76 et 90

kil (1898-1895 (p cupl Ll cliasliall 838 agadn.3
voir Jean-Claude Zeltner, Les Pays du Tchad, p. 179 sq., et Jean-Louis Triaud, Les relations, t. 11, p. 852-858.
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.1895 Y] 8-1865 ad 4 ‘:sﬁ c.\ibi‘)g c‘ﬁg&;] L_g‘)\;u_\ ‘:sﬁ JJ\S_{) ug:-l
2AMAE, CPC, Tripoli et Benghazi, vol. 31 : Ricard 8 MAE, 23 février 1894
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o Bhuadl ale) 8 Le) aaall ve GUaladl el 38y Jales e Blasd) asiall A 63 gl Jal) el 35101880
Loldall LesSall (Jlegl =0l Juw Je— Sl Gagaadll 13g) Al clgiad sabdly L) Cohall (a3, dakidl sda

(100-99 . 42c1989 clauss¥) Gyl cilaahyal Aol Alaall' ansts Sale] :daus sically

Le Gall, « The Ottoman Government and the Sandsiyya : A Reappraisal«« International Journal ofMiddle East
Studies, 1989, p. 99-100).

Db JEN) w0 ) OOl s 5 (adlsy gagall wuudl s o) Cpdl) deal nd) e i (sl daal S LS
e 2aal ) (Al LY @it dniagy e (mal) Gl Clely cglailly @l iy cde Gadll Chalie dgag s34
O (Bl iy (adldy (saeall ad od) Cipdl) sl e Wi (el SO LS Qi) 1217 e bl gaal) (laal)
@ Al L) st daimy A ple o IS al Gy aisl Ggpal 1S Cunanaly Y o Al Al (sl i s
(217 (= e laall Baa saal )aal) (sl

Gl il (CCC) edoylatl) el pally cillaidlly AMAEK kil e @l jaleaall Gy ¢ galihla elina cpe il palaall duilly 2

Etats annuels « Commerce et navigation du port de Tripoli », et Benghazi, vol. 2, Notes périodiques sur le
mouvement du commerce

k) Galibls slise cba e Giand ) Alaydl jobadl) o seads
Voir Marion JOHNSON, « Calico Caravans: The Tripoli-Kano Trade after 1880 », Journal of African
History, XVII, 1, 1976, p. 105
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Jean-Louis Triaud, Les relations, t. I, chap. XXVIII, « Les comptes de la San(siyya (1894-1901.
Essai » (p. 897-961, 20 tabl)

:L_.s‘“ AJJLAA P Lf 5))‘}5\ QLA}XM” e )3;5:&\ XYY L._\.«ALJJ 2
El-Hachaichi, Voyage au pays des Senoussia a travers la Tripolitaine et les pays Touareg, Paris, 1903, p. 131 ;
Bertrand, vice-consul de France a Benghazi a MAE (AMAE, nouvelle série, Afrique occidentale, vol. 47 ; 14
novembre 1897, et vol. 48, 18 juillet 1898 ; Public Record Office, Londres, FO 2/231, consul. Alvarez a
Foreign Office, 24 mars et 31 mai 1899, cité par J.-C. ZELTNER, 1988, p. 204 ; G. Djian, op. cit., p. 135).
Paris, CCC, Tripoli, vol, 46 (
Etats annuels du commerce et de la navigation du port de Tripoli) et britanniques (Marion Johnson, «
CalicoCaravans : The Tripoli-Kano Trade after 1880 », Journal of AfricanHistory, 1976¢ p. 105). Le chiffre
des exportations du port de Benghazi est connu par les sources frangaises (AMAE« CCC, Benghazi, vol. 2 :
Note sur le= =commerce de Benghazi, 14 janvier 1897 ; Mouvement du commerce et de la navigation a
Benghazi pendant I'année 1896, 20 juillet 1897 ; Mouvement... pendant I'année 1897, 30 ao(t 1898 ;
Mouvement... pendant I'année 1898, ler mars 1899). Il s'agit également d'estimations.

S sl (oS3 Gas amse b g5 (g8l Ols vie Byly alhe sl JIKaT s o (golat L a3 Clald) clsl aadns Y a4
—1897 sdll) Lowsindl Olsal A (5135 Olale e alaill (hnys zlall Lgiadl dall Jasgio 1 L WS a abad) (e L] Ulags
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.941-939 o b e e gsl OF (J.-L
1 C'est l'estimation moyenne fournie par R. Austen pour la période 1870-1890 (R. Austen » <The Trans-
Saharan Slave Trade : A Tentative Census », in Henry A. Gemery& Jan S. Hogendorneds« The Uncommon
Market. Essays in the Economie History of the atlantic Slave Trade, New York<Académie Press, 1979, p. 37-
39). D'autres sources donnent des chiffres inférieurs : «Les esclavesprovenant du Soudan central, du Bornou
et du Ouadai étaient encore estimés, en 1881, a quelque 500 al 000 par an par le consul d'ltalie » (Jean-Louis
Miege, La Libye, p. 144-145).
13 e (el 31 Zpalall ki) el 550l Ausasll psleadll 3 53)ls) adal) Slasleal) panty L anil) 13 Jia sl 2
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2Henri Carbou, La région du Tchad et de I'Ouaddai. Etudes ethnographiques, dialecte toubou« Paris, Ernest
Leroux, 1912,t. 1,380 p. ; t. 2, 279 p.
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Abstract

Writing is a complex task for learners particularly when one writes in a second
language (Al Buainain, 2007). A number of studies (e.g. Hussein and Mohammed, 2010)
revealed that many L2 learners are influenced by their first language when writing in
English. This study aims at exploring L2 learners writing skills difficulties through
analysing their errors and identifying whether their first language has a key effect in their
writings in English. To achieve the aims of the study, English writing samples of 30 Libyan
students from the College of Education in Benghazi were examined. After errors were
collected, they were categorized according to the following classifications: mechanic,

semantic, grammatical, and word order errors.

Key words: Learners’ first language — Transfer - Errors

Research Objective

This study attempts to answer the following questions:
1- What are the common types of errors in the writings of Libyan
learners of English?
2- Is negative transfer a cause of errors in the writings of Libyan

learners of English?

Introduction

The impact of the first language (L1) on studying English as a second language (L2)
has been a subject of debate over the past few decades. Various studies have been
conducted to examine the effect of learners L1 on producing L2. Mother tongue
interference (L1 influence) could be a main cause in committing errors. For some
researchers (e.g. Norris, 1987) learning a language is a matter of habit formation. That is,
when learning a new habit, the old habits will interfere with the new ones and cause making
errors. Besides, it might be difficult for L2 earners to express ideas in another language. As
a result, they may rely on their L1 to express their ideas.

Positive Effects of Learners’ First Language L1
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Positive transfer of L1 means transferring a native form from learners L1 and use it in

the production of L2. It is part of the L2 norm and hence, facilitates learning process.

A learner’s L1 has great impact on his or her L2. Recent studies focus on transfer from
learners’ L1 and how it affects the process of learning. In addition, some theoretical
approaches toward transfer (e.g. Contrastive Analysis Hypothesis (CAH), Universal
Grammar (UG) and Perceptual Assimilation) are produced in the literature. For example,
Universal Grammar, which was developed by Chomsky (1965), posited innate constraints
on transfer. Learners use appropriate L2 because they are guided by UG and they use

appropriate L2 parameter values through the input.

However, learners’ use of inappropriate parameter values is due to the L2 parameter
values which are already fixed in the learners’ first language. Thus, when the target
parameter values are similar to those of L1, the input confirms them easily. Likewise; when
the target parameter values differ from those in L1, the learners reset them and incorrectly

transfer their L1 parameters.

According to CAH, positive transfer takes place when learners transfer similar forms

from their L1 and employ them into L2.

Some L2 teachers believe that the best way for students to develop native-like
language proficiency is to think in that language. In order for students to avoid errors
caused by L1 interference, they are encouraged not to use their L1 while learning the target
language (TL). However, second language acquisition researchers (e.g. Johnson &
Newport, 1994) have revealed that not all errors are completely attributed to interference by
the learners' first language. In a study conducted by Dulay and Burt (1973), it is revealed
that only 3% of errors came from L1 interferences and 85% of errors were developmental

in nature. .

Generally, as mentioned above, the use of learners’ first language may facilitate the
process of learning when there are similarities between learners’ first language and second
language. Yet, when there are differences between the two languages, transfer from L1

may cause errors. This transfer is negative as it causes making errors.
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Negative Effects of Learners’ First Language L1

Negative transfer refers to the use of previous linguistic knowledge in producing a
second language which results in undesirable forms. It occurs when the L1 form used in L2
production is not part of the L2 norm, and the resultant utterance is erroneous. This kind of

transfer hinders learning.

According to a number of researchers (e.g. Corder, 1981; Lakkis & Malak, 2000 and
Krashen, 2002), negative transfer of learners’ first language can be one of the major causes

of errors. For instance, Corder stated that:

One explanation of second of second language errors is that the learner is
carrying over the habits of his mother tongue into the second language. This is
called interference and the implication of this term can only be that his mother
tongue habits prevent him in some way from acquiring the habits of the second
language (Corder, 1981, p.24).

Additionally, the results of a number of studies (e.g. Corder 1981; Cook, 2001; Upton,
2001; Sarko, 2009; lonin & Montrul, 2010) reveal that transfer has a role (positive or
negative) in L2 acquisition. These studies show that L1 has an impact on L2 in the fields of
phonology, morphology and semantics. When L2 learners transfer L1 properties which are
different from L2, learning problems may arise. For instance, the result of Sarko’s study
(2009), which was conducted on Arabic and French learners of English, reveals that both
Arabic and French learners use the definite article in a similar manner to English native
speakers. Their transfer of L1 patterns to L2 was positive, the reason being that both Arabic

and French languages have similarities with English in the use of article systems.

Therefore, they may transfer grammatical patterns from their L1 to L2 and this transfer
result is positive when there are similarities between the two languages and negative when
there are differences. Hence, such studies claim that transfer plays a significant role in the

process of acquisition.

Sources of Errors

Kaweera (2013) divided errors in terms of interlingual and intralingual.
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Interlinqual (Interference) Errors

Interlingual errors are those which result from transferring L1 rules into L2 (Chelli,
2013). Those errors are attributable to negative interlingual transfer. Al-khresheh (2010)
states that interlingual errors could occur because learners translate their first language
idiomatic expressions into the target language word by word. As learners rely on their first

language and there are differences between the two languages, errors are made.

Intralingual (Developmental) Errors

According to Richards, intralingual errors are:

Items produced by the learner which reflect not the structures of the mother
tongue, but generalizations based on partial exposure to the target language.
The learner in this case, tries to derive the rules behind the data to which he/she
has been exposed, and may develop hypotheses that correspond neither to the

mother tongue nor to the target language (1974, p. 6).

To clarify, Richards means that the errors result as an outcome of the development of
interlanguage by the learners; thus, all L2 learners may make such errors regardless of their
L1. He believed that these types of errors should be called developmental errors due to
similarities discovered in errors produced by children when they are acquiring TL as their

first language.

Krashen (1982, p.171) believed that intralingual errors “reflect the mental mechanisms
underlying the learner’s general language development which usually coincides with the
type of strategies employed by children learning the target language as their first language”.
Thus, he argued that intralingual errors may result from applying the wrong hypotheses to
L2 because of insufficient exposure to it. Intralingual errors include: overgeneralization,
simplification, communication- based and induced errors. Overgeneralization errors, for
example, refer to the deviation of structures on the basis of the learner’s experience of
certain TL structures. An example of this can be seen in the addition of the plural sign (s) to

nouns such as *childs and *informations.
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Methodology

The participants

The participants in this study were 30 Libyan students from the Department of
English, College of Education for the academic year 2017.
The participants were asked to write on ONE of the three following different topics
[Facebook generation (an argumentative essay), a classmate story (a narrative essay), the

qualities of a good teacher (a descriptive essay)].

The students were informed that their writings are going to be analysed.

Results of the Study

The errors in this study are classified as follows: Grammatical errors, mechanical
errors, semantic errors, and word order errors.
Regarding the first question of the study, the results showed that there are two types of
errors: interlingual and intralingual. This study is concerned only with the first type (i.e.

interlingual errors).

Interlingual Errors

Interlingual errors were higher than intralingual errors. The frequency of the former
was 1050 out of 1720 total number of errors.

The following table (Table 1) shows types and frequencies of interlingual errors.

Table 1 Frequency of Interlingual errors

501 298 160 91
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Figure 1 Frequency of Interlingual Errors

As shown in Table 1, the most frequent type of errors is grammatical errors: 501 of

all errors. In second place come semantic errors (e.g. to use teach instead of learn) with

298, followed by mechanic errors, i.e. spelling errors at 160. Finally word order errors

(e.g. subject/verb order) are 91 of the total.

Grammatical Errors

The grammatical errors analysed in this paper include:

Tenses
Prepositions
Articles
Pronouns

Singular/Plural Nouns

Table (2) illustrates frequencies and percentage of grammatical errors found in this

study.

Table 2 Frequency of Grammatical Errors

160

32%

112

22%

109

22%

80

16%

40

8%
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H tense

H prepositions
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H pronouns

@ sin/plr nouns

The table above shows that tenses errors are the most prominent feature in Libyan

Figure 3 Percentages of Grammatical Errors

students’ writings. Such errors can be explained in terms of some reasons.

1.

language, Students might not apply interrogative and negative sentences

appropriately.

Because there is not equivalent of auxiliary verbs in their native

*He was not study in high school.

* Are they live near our house?
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2. Students tended to omit auxiliary verbs in places require their
presence. This might be because they think in Arabic and translate their thoughts into
English.

*They good teachers.
*She absent from class yesterday.

3. In Arabic, simple present tense replaces both simple and
continuous tenses in English. Such a difference may confuse Libyan learners of
English and causes making errors.

*He working in good company.
*they useing facebook much time.

Moreover, such errors occurred because learners’ first language has no mirror

equivalent forms of continuous tenses in Arabic.
Prepositions

Another problem that faces L2 learners of English in general and Arab learners of
English in particular is prepositions. In English there are various prepositions which have
the same functions. As a result, learners might not be certain which preposition to use
appropriately.

*He is doctor and he works at Hikma hospital.
* They were flying above us.

As shown above, learners did not use the right proposition (in) when referring to
occupation. Although learners might be influenced by their native language in the use of
(in), such an error can be attributed to the L2 because of learners’ lack of knowledge about

English prepositions.

The Article System

The use of the English Article system is also misused by students in this study. Errors
of articles occurred due to some reasons. First, it could be that learners are affected by their

first language in which the definite article al- is used in various cases. Learners overuse the
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definite article the in situations that require zero article =. For example, a sentence like Milk
is useful for infants may be written by an Arab learner of English as The milk is useful for
infants. As a result, learners change such a sentence from generic reference to a specific
one which might cause misuse and misunderstanding of a context.

In addition, they use the indefinite article (a/an) with uncountable nouns. This problem
could be attributed to the reason that learners are affected by their native language, as
mentioned above, or that they do not have sufficient knowledge to recognize that certain
nouns are uncountable.

*She always give advices to her friends.

* The life is very interesting for her.
Moreover, in some cases, errors committed in this study revealed a direct transfer of L1
rules to L2. For example, some students used the definite article the with days of the week
and with names of countries or cities.

*In the Friday, they stay at the house.

*He went to the Morocco.

Pronouns

Pronouns were problematic for Libyan learners of English. The reason can be
attributed to the fact that pronouns do not have equivalent matching parts in students’ first
language, for instance, the pronoun it as a neutral pronoun does not exist in Arabic.
Consequently he or she might be used for inanimate objects or concepts.

Moreover, another problem that faced students in this study is that they confused in using
object and possessive pronouns. They used them interchangeably.

*they have a small house that them can live in.

*1 told their that.

Singular/ Plural Nouns

With regard to singular/plural nouns, in English plural is made by adding’s’ to the
singular noun. Although it is very straightforward for students, they tend to overgeneralize

and add s’ even to irregular plural nouns as 'people’ and ‘children’. Moreover, students
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sometimes omit the plural morpheme’s’ from a sentence even when clear plural quantifiers
such as ' many and few ' were present. This problem could be due to learners’ lack of
knowledge of what to use with quantifiers.

*Facebook is not good for childrens.

*He has eleven car and twenty flat.

*Qthers sites may be bads.

*The informations are good.

Semantic ‘Errors

A semantic error is the use of a wrong lexis (word) which has been inappropriately
used in a statement. According to Llach’s (2005, p. 49), a lexical error is “the wrong word
use of a lexical item in a particular context by comparison with what a native speaker of
similar characteristics as the L2 learner (age, educational level, professional and social
status) would have produced in the same circumstances.”

Lexical errors in this study occurred when learners translate directly from L1 to
convey their thoughts in English.

*She wifed in 2003. (married)
*The flowers in her hands started to open suddenly. (bloom)
*He is very long man. (tall)

It is obvious that students transferred their first language thoughts and applied them
into their writings. For example, in Arabic the verb tazawjat (married) is derived from the
Arabic noun zawja(h) (wife) and as learners may not know the English word marry, they
think that the Arabic rule of verb derivation can be applied to the English word wife.

Mechanic Errors (Spelling Errors)

The Arabic phonological system has an effect on English spelling system (Al-jarf,
2010). This study showed that Libyan learners got confused with phonemes that do not
exist in Arabic such as (p/v). In addition, the students faced difficulty in distinguishing
between /b/ and /p/, and between /f/ and /v/.

Some spelling errors occurred due to the fact that some grammatical rules have
exceptions. So, if these rules are not taught carefully to students, they make spelling errors.

*He left the countery last week to Baris.
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Word Order Errors

Word order could be defined as the syntactic arrangement of words in a sentence,
clause, or phrase. Word order differences in Arabic and English represent one of the causes
of the problems encountered by Arab learners of English. Arabic shows more flexibility in
the movement and distribution of its components (Diab, 1996).

Errors of word order are common syntactic errors that students commit as a result of
L1 transfer. This kind of error includes subject/ verb order, adjective/ noun order and

possessive adjective/ noun order.
*visited he the park.
*Facebook is habit bad.

Regarding the second question of this study, it can be concluded that negative transfer
is a cause of errors. Learners’ first language has a role in the process of learning English as
a second language. Learners transfer rules from their L1 to L2. This transfer is positive
when there are similarities and negative when there are differences. Errors made by Libyan
learners in this study showed that learners transferred rules from their L1 which are

different from L2 and applied them inappropriately.

Although some errors in this study were intralingual, interlingual errors were higher.

Conclusion

This study attempts to analyse and identify the errors in English essay writings of 30
Libyan students from the College of Education. The results revealed that most of the
learners transfer rules from their L1 and applied them into L2. The types of errors
presented in this study were classified as: Grammatical errors, mechanical errors,
semantic errors, and word order. Grammatical errors and semantic errors were the most

frequent types.
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Abstract

This paper is a close analysis of immortality in Shakespearian sonnets. First, the
researcher defines sonnets in general defining the two types of sonnets, then narrows it
down to Shakespearian sonnets: a history of the sonnets, to whom where they addressed to
and the themes they discuss. To Shakespeare immortality is achieved through three ways,
through procreation, through verse and immortality through love. This paper addresses the
latter, analyzing samples from sonnets 15, 22, 25, 26, 55, 108, 115, 116, 123 and 124 and
providing them with deeper analysis. These sonnets are chosen because they deal with the

theme of immortality through love in Shakespearian sonnets.

Key words: Immortality — Shakespear — Love - Sonnets

1. An Introduction to Sonnets

A sonnet is a fourteen line lyric song, derived from 'sonnetto’ an Italian word which
means a little sound or song. It is a popular classical form that has compelled poets for
centuries. It is written in iambic pentameter. lambic pentameter is a rhyme scheme in which
each line consists of ten syllables, these ten syllables are further divided into five pairs
called feet. An iambic foot is a metrical unit in which one unstressed syllable is followed by
a stressed syllable®.

There are two types of sonnets: the Petrarchan or Italian (hamed after the Italian
poet Petrach), which follows the rhyme scheme of abba abba cde cde, and the
Shakespearian or the English sonnet (named after William Shakespeare) which follows the
rhyme scheme of abab cdcd efef gg. The rhyme scheme is the pattern of rhymes at the end
of each line of a poem or song. It is usually referred to by using small letters of the alphabet
to indicate which lines rhyme; lines designated with the same letter all rhyme with each

other(,

I1. An Introduction to Shakespearian Sonnets

eThe English department, Faculty of Arts, University Of Benghazi.
¢ o The English department, Faculty of Teachers. University Of Benghazi.
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A collection of 154 sonnets were the last of Shakespeare's non-dramatic works to be

printed and were first published in 1609. Scholars are not certain when each of the 154
sonnets was composed, but evidence suggests that Shakespeare wrote sonnets throughout
his career for a private readership(".
The Shakespearian sonnets are each constructed from three four-line stanzas (called
quatrains) and a final couplet used to summarize the previous 12 lines or present a surprise
ending composed in iambic pentameter with the rhyme scheme abab cdcd efef gg. The only
exceptions are sonnets 99,126 and 145. Often, the beginning of the third quatrain marks the
volta of the poem , a volta is the turn in a sonnet, where the line in which the mood of the
poem shifts, and the poet expresses a revelation or epiphany (a moment of great revelation
or realization) ™.

Most of the sonnets are addressed to a beautiful young man, a rival poet, and a dark-
haired lady. Readers of the sonnets today commonly refer to these characters as the Fair
Youth, the Dark Lady, and the Rival Poet. It remains unclear if these figures represent real

individuals, or if the authorial who addresses them represents Shakespeare himself,

though Wordsworth believed that "with this key, Shakespeare unlocked his heart"".
II11. Immortality through Love in ShaRespearian Sonnets

The theme of immortality and how to achieve it pervades Shakespeare's sonnet
sequence. Throughout the first seventeen sonnets, the poet urges the young man to marry
and have children. Sonnet 1 ensures that through procreation our names will be carried on

by them. If we do not have children, our names will die when we do.

From fairest creatures we desire increase«
That thereby beauty’s rose might never die«
But as the riper should by time decease <
His tender heir might bear his memory: ¢V

The scenario the poet repeats in the first seventeen sonnets apparently has been
rejected by the young man. Interested only in his own selfish desires, the youth is the

embodiment of narcissism, a destructively excessive love of oneself. The poet makes clear
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that the youth's self-love is unhealthy, not only for himself but for the entire world. Because
the young man does not share himself with the world by having a child to carry on his
beauty. The poet glories in the young man's beauty and takes consolation in the fact that his
sonnets will preserve the youth's beauty forever. Sonnet 15 is the first to introduce the
power of the poet's verse to memorialize forever the young man's beauty.

And all in war with Time for love of you«

As he takes from you , | engraft you new".

However steady is the charge of decay, his verse about the young man will keep the
youth's beauty always fresh, always new; the sonnets immortalize this beauty. Ironically,
the poet's sonnets serve the same purpose as a son whom the poet wants the young man to
father: they perpetuate the youth's beauty just as a son would. In fact, the sonnets are even
more immortal than a son. The sonnets continue to be read today, whereas the young man's
progeny may have completely died out. However the youth attains immortality only as an
abstraction, the essence of something beautiful. Shakespeare immortalizes the youth
without revealing him, which is ironic because the very fact of immortality seems to confer
anonymity. But as Shakespeare would have no doubt reminded us, what is in a name that
which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet™™,

There are certain sonnets (sonnet 15,22, 25, 26, 55, 108, 115, 116, 123 and 124) in
which, neither procreation nor poetry, but love appears to defy time, sonnets on the theme
that

Love's not Time's fool, though rosy lips and cheeks,

Within his bending sickle's compass come; ™

These sonnets appear later in the collection and are probably written much later than
his other sonnets, probably because when he writing some of his former sonnets, he was too
much afraid of the tyranny of Time and too little aware of the continually growing and
counteracting power of love. He did not realize that love, no less than Time, does not stand
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still. Fearing of Time's tyranny(x),. Time is always changing, dimming and blunting, love is
always growing.

The poet marvels how his love can still seem to increase, even though in sonnet 115
he claimed that it was impossible to love with any greater love than he knew at the time.
"Those lines that | before have writ do lie< Even those that said I could not love you
dearer®:

Yet, on looking back, he finds that his love has grown miraculously even beyond that
complete measure which he thought was the limit of its fulfillment. His past confidence in
how much he loved the youth was false, which is why he cannot say 'Now I Love you best'
™ The poet now admits that his believing that his love for the youth was as great as it
could ever be was wrong; he can love the young man even more fully than he has done in
the past. And yet such security is exactly what the poet craves. He wants to say decisively
that at the current time he loves the youth as much as he can ever love him, but the poet
again is saying that now is the time that he most loves the youth may be detrimental, for
such an expression may very well limit any future growth in the relationship. However, he
defends his past claim by affirming the existence of something unchangeable in a world of

change and eternal in transient mortality.

Yet then my judgment knew no reason why

My full flame should afterwards burn clearer®™.

The facts of death and transience remained for him tragic facts, which he could not
diminish, but which; nevertheless, he could confront with the affirmation of something
eternal within himself. In sonnet 115, he assures his love is stronger than the uncertainties

of time, and is able to conquer them. | was certain o'er incertainty.
Crowning the present, doubting of the rest®"’?

Comparing how things change over time to his newfound knowledge of how much
his love for the youth can yet increase, the poet questions why he let time scare him
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previously into saying ‘Now I love you best'®™ to the youth when his love for the young

man grows the longer the poet knows him.

Love is continually growing; there must be at least some sense in which time is not
its irreconcilable enemy, since growth becoming, can take place only in time. Hence it
might be said that love requires time in order to realize its potentiality, to become what it

was intended to be.

Love is begun by time

And that I see, in passages of proof«
Time qualifies the spark and fire of it.
There lives within the very flame of love

(xvi)

A kind of wick or snuff that will abate it;

In chronicling the change in his love for the youth, and noticing its continuous growth, he
decides that it must be because 'love is a babe' and as such is bond to grow. The mystery is

that it always remains a babe, yet always grows, it is eternally youthful.

Love is a babe, then might I not say so-«

To give full growth to that which still doth grow®""

The question remains: how could love both be perfect, and full grown, and yet

continue to grow? The answer Shakespeare provides us with is

So that eternal love in love's fresh case«
Weighs not the dust and ingury of age, *®’

Love is interchangeable, it does not take account of such temporal failings such as
death, or the shabbiness of old age. Being eternally new, it makes age and decrepitude his
servants and is in no way subservient to them, but sees in them the eternity of loving, a

symbol of something always beautiful; 'Finding the first conceit of love there bred," (19)
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Discovering love again, finding the first impression still there to be as fresh as it was in
those early days when it first came into being, where time and outward appearance would

suppose it dead.

While many people pride themselves in wealth and the material possessions they
own, what they achieved, how far they've come and all the honours and titles that were

bestowed upon them along the way.

Let those who are in favour with their stars
Of public honour and proud titles boast®”

The poet's greatest honour is something far greater, more precious and everlasting
than one can hope to achieve Unlook'd for joy in that I honour most. “? He measures his
wealth not in material possessions that can by bad fortune be gone, or looks that will fade

with time. The poet has more riches than one man can claim; he is rich in love.

For thy sweet love remembered such wealth brings,
That then I scorn to change my state with kings©?

Shakespeare reminds us in sonnet 55 of the power of love to transcend mortality.
Long after the poet is gone, the memory of his love remains , it lives on giving life to the
beloved. 'The living record of your memory'. @ When Shakespeare promised immortality
to the youth in his sonnets, he was well aware that love more than poetry exceeds death and
the choice of words used in sonnet 55 to sustain this point, 'You live in this, and dwell in
lover's eyes" ¥ the repetition of words live and dwell counteracts the effect of death, war
and destruction. However, dwell is more potent, it gives the sense that long after we are
gone love remains, it lingers deep like a song you can hear long after the music has stopped
playing, the echo continues to ring in your ear. It's a reminder that love is a legacy; it
continuous on forever.

The expressions of care and tenderness, of love's togetherness and the prospect of

youth growing old, of two hearts united in one, of the commitment of love until the
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severance of death, combine to make a rare moment in the heart's history. Sonnet 22

assures that love triumphs over age and death.

Presume not on thy heart when mine is slain:«

Thou gav'st me thine not to give back again‘®’

The exchange of heart between two lovers faces us with the responsibilities of love
as is shown in sonnet 22: the tenderness and devotion which are inseparable from it . When
you love someone, you take care not to hurt them, you develop this overwhelming sense
that everything you do will have an effect for good or ill upon the loved one, you cherish
their feelings, hold them to your heart and feel a fondness of some kind.  Bearing thy
heart, which I will keep so chary ©®

The sonnets continue with the theme of the superiority of love, that stands above the
independences of human conventions; and is secure in the knowledge that it is out of reach
of any of them. The contrast is drawn between this love and the love which is perjured,
partial, and is dependent on court favours, or on the politics of time.

If the poet's love were subjected to the calculating effects of personal power,
advantage and the love or hatred of Time. Its projected life will be brief and indifferent.
The poet's love is not the child of time nor chance nor fortune and therefore is unaffected
by them.

If my dear love were but the child of state«
It might for Fortune's bastard be unfathered«
As subject to Time's love or to Time's hate«

Weeds among weeds, or flowers with flower's gathered: ¢”/

Time and decay are personified in sonnet 15 as two gruesome characters who
discuss how best to achieve their hated aims — the destruction of living things. In effect of
course they are both part of the same scene: Time brings decay, and decay is inseparable

from any living or existing forms. Where wasteful time debateth with decay ©*
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Shakespeare compares the stability of love with the instability of the political scene.
He reflects in sonnet 25 on the vagaries of fortune, and how those who enjoy high estates

and public favour are at the mercy of the power of princes.

Great princes’ favourites their fair leaves spread
But as the marigold at the sun's eye,
And in themselves their pride lies buried«

For at a frown they in their glory die. @

Even the most famous warriors and leaders can suddenly fall into disfavor,
especially if fortune turns against them, all their former victories are forgotten and their
names are erased from the book of honour as is exemplified in sonnet 25,

The painful warrior famoused for fight:«
After a thousand victories once foiled«
Is from the book of honour razed quite«
And all the rest forgot for which he toiled: ¢V

The poet's condition however is much more blessed; he will be remembered for
something less destructive and far more beautiful. He lives in the heart of his beloved, and
cannot be removed from that seat, nor he from the poet's. The love they share guarantees

immortality for both lovers.

Then happy I, that love and am beloved

Where | may not remove nor be removed. ¢V

Such debased loves, or those who indulge in them, are time's fools and are the sport
of every wind that blows and every rain that falls. But not so for true love, which in sonnet
55 is shown to remain constant and steady-fast, and will outlive the pyramids and time
itself .

Not marble, nor the glided monuments

Of princes shall outlive this powerful rhyme; %
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Despite love being expressed through negatives in sonnet 116:
... Love is not love
Which alters when it alteration finds«

Or bends with the remover to remove &

And in sonnet 124:

It was builded far from from accident ¢
It suffers not in smiling pomp, nor falls
It fears not policy... «

That it nor grows with heat, nor drowns with showers ©*

One receives from it a positive sense that it describes a love such as all loves should
be. Nothing can diminish it, nothing can prevent it from being the supreme achievement,
nothing can corrupt it or swerve it from its path. It is the most extraordinary of all loves, it
does not subject to the change of time, does not alter with the days, but keeps straight on
and will survive the threshold of doomsday. Such is its strength that nothing else will ever

be able to match it.

Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks
But bears it out even to the edge of doom- %/

The human life in sonnet 116 is measured by the brief hours and weeks of
experience. Which works on leases of short-number'd hours' ¢

In comparison with the eternity of love, any unit of time is short.

In sonnet 123, he declares that the whole world of Time is a world of illusion: that
the Time's new 'pyramids’, which seem as though they would last forever, are merely new

versions of older ones that have decayed:«

Thy pyramids built up with newer might

To me are nothing novel, nothing strange ¢

They are but dressings of a former sight ¢
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And that, short-lived as we are, we are deluded into supposing that the
achievements of today have been created for the first time by ourselves "born to our desire’,
whereas they are merely repetitions and reproductions of things past. Despite all changing
and all deluding time, love alone is eternal in this world of time and change and illusion.

The sonnets, with their continuous change and varying cycles of euphoria and
melancholy, that the view is gradually inculcated into one's soul that is a history of love
which anyone might have known, a mortal and immortal love such as any two lovers in the
tide of times might have experienced, or might even be experiencing now.

Being told that love is not love, we are faced to question more profoundly what we
mean by the word ‘'love’. What is that strange attraction which draws two minds so
irresistibly together ? The feeling of completeness that two hearts and souls embrace to
make one whole? Must we classify or restrict that love cannot last forever? That there are
impediments, change and alteration, loss and physical decay, all of which militate against
true love. Does it depend on time, place, beliefs, politics, life, death, change, removal,
doom, eternity, the day of judgment? Or on none of these? Is human love an allegory of
divine love? Or should one prefer the all too human conclusion of W. H. Auden "I thought
that love would last forever. | was wrong." ©®

Shakespeare insists that it is not as others see it, that love can surmount all these
obstacles, that although nothing can last forever , yet true love can last and hold out until
the final reckoning. But the question remains: what is true love? Shakespeare does not fail
to provide us with answers and gives us a declaration of what love should be in sonnet 116.

It is an ever-fixed mark:«
That looks on tempests and is never shaken ¢
It is the star to every wandering bark«

Whose worth's unknown, although his height be taken. %

The ever-fixed mark is permanent and unshakeable, always there to guide. Love,
nevertheless, is the north star that shines brightly to guide the lover through the stormy

waters of life. Because of their height, the sea-marks would appear to be looking down on
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the world below, as like love, it watches over the beloved like a guardian angel that cannot
be affected by the storms that rage through life occasionally.

The theme of Shakespeare expressing his affection to the youth has been a frequent
one throughout the sonnets, and somehow is often seen as a cliché, but because his love is
always absolute yet continuing to grow — his declaration of love, which though often
repeated , is always new. In effect nothing has changed, and the first impulses of love,
which brought into being their divine affection, remains as vital as ever. With some
surprise and joy, the poet greets this discovery, and justifies once more to his friend the
constancy and depth of his love. Expressed thought in old and worn out phrases. Having
reached this vantage point, takes stock of his condition and the progress of his love. Is there
anything new to express, anything which might enhance his love, or the mutual love of
lover and beloved? The conclusion given in sonnet 108 is that, since love has been eternal ,
and always will be, the same prayers of devotion may be repeated over and over again, and
love will remain fresh and green forever, despite the ravages of time and aging.

What's new to speak, what now to register «

That may express my love, or thy dear merit? “*

The poet here explores with some intensity the importance of the things he might
say about his beloved. To what extent does love depend on the expression used to portray it
and convey it to the loved one? He desires that the words show something real and lasting,
something which transcends the boundaries of ordinary existence. Yet the paradox is that
the utterance are always the same, they express the same love in the same way, and the
sameness threatens to turn them into empty formulas, however, it is not so, as the poet

declares in sonnet 108

Nothing, sweet boy; but yet, like prayers divine:«
I must each day say o’er the very same ¢
Counting no old thing old, thou mine, | thine«

Even as when first I hallowed thy fair name!*”.

Just as divine prayers are significant and sincere, so too are the declaration of love

which he makes to the young man. Even though they might appear to be mere repetitious
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utterings. They are rich as 'prayers divine' and the love they show is on that level and as
exemplary as divine love. He does not consider any old and often repeated prayer or
formula of words as old or tedious; they are new each time he says them.
Shakespeare seems to be confident that love can and will defy time and live forever,
in sonnet 116 he defies anyone who finds his claim that love lasts forever is erroneous.
If this be error and upon me proved:«

I never writ, nor no man ever loved. “%

Conclusion

The notion of 'love for love's sake' would probably be regarded by many modern
readers as on a par with being in love with love and dismissed as sentimental, romantic or
adolescent. Shakespeare seems to have felt differently, it is because his love is for love's
sake that it can defy time.

Bibliography

1.http:/mww.bl.uk/Shakespeare/an-introduction-to-shakespeares-sonnets

2. ibid

3. Rowse A.L Shakespears's Sonnets (1964) (pg 61). London: Macmillan & CO Ltd.

4. lbid

5. Leishman, J. B (1961): Themes and Variations in Shakespeare's Sonnets (pg 156) .
London : Hutchinson.

6. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet | (pg 1191 ) Leopard Books:
London.

7. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet XV (pg 1193) Leopard Books:
London.

8. Shakespeare, W. the Complete Works (1995): Romeo and Juliet (pg 1016) Leopard
Books: London.

9. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet CXVI (pg 1210 ) Leopard Books:
London.

10. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet CXV (pg 1210) Leopard Books:
London.

11. Ibid

271



ISSN: 2523 — 1871 (2017 ysouass) 41 ssall.als¥l dals dlao

12. Ibid

13. Ibid

14. Ibid

15. Ibid

16. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Hamlet (pg 1095, Scene 1V.7) Leopard
Books: London.

17. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet CXV (pg 1210) Leopard Books:
London.

18. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet XVI (pg1194 ) Leopard Books:
London.

19. Shakespeare, W. The complete Works (1995): Sonnet CVIII (pg 1209) Leopard Books.
20. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet XXV (pg 1195) Leopard Books:
London.

21. lbid

22. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet XX (pg 1194) Leopard Books:
London.

23. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet XXI (pg 1194) Leopard Books:
London.

24. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet LV (pg 1200) Leopard Books:
London

25. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet XXII (pg 1195) Leopard Books:
London

26. lbid.

27. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995) Sonnet CXXIV (pg 1211) Leopard
Books: London.

28. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet XV (pg 1193) Leopard Books:
London.

29. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet XXV(pg 1195) Leopard Books:
London.

Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet XXV (pg 1195)

30. Ibid.

272



ISSN: 2523 — 1871 (2017 ysouass) 41 ssall.als¥l dals dlao

31. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet XXV (pg 1195) Leopard Books:
London.

32. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works(1995) Sonnet LVI (pg 1200) Leopard Books:
London.

33. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet CXVI (pg 1210) Leopard
Books: London.

34. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet CXXIV (pg 1211) Leopard
Books: London.

35. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet CXVI (pg 1210 ) Leopard
Books: London.

36. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet CXXIV (pg 1211) Leopard
Books: London.

37. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet CXXIII (pg 1211) Leopard
Books: London.

38. Auden, W. H Funeral Blues

39. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet CXVI (pg 1210 ) Leopard
Books: London.

40. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet CVIII (pg 1200) Leopard
Books: London.

41. lbid.

42. Shakespeare, W. The Complete Works (1995): Sonnet CXVI (pg 1210 ) Leopard
Books: London. 116

273



ISSN: 2523 — 1871 R (2017 yuounss) A1 ssall.als¥l duls dls

Lecture analytique de deux récits de Montesquieu et Voltaire,

écrivains-philosophes du XVII1éme siécle.

Par : Fadwa Fakhri Breibeche
Abstract

In the 18th century, the age of enlightenment, science, and knowledge, philosophers
wrote various texts to spread their ideas that call for development, modernization, and the
shedding of the old religious and cultural traditions alongside renouncing intolerance,
Among the philosophers of this age emerged social inequality, and intellectual terrorism.
the French philosophers Voltaire and Montesquieu whose thoughts and philosophies
framed the French revolution. In 1721 Montesquieu wrote the novel Lettrespersanes
(Persian Letters) and Voltaire followed in 1767 with the philosophical fiction novel
L'Ingénu(The Huron). The shared influences and similarities between these two works,
Persian Letter and The Huron, demand that we shed light upon these two texts through a
modern and analytical perusal. Which would lead to understanding the extent of influence
and similarity between the philosophers of the enlightenment age, who had a direct impact
on the French revolution and its transition from absolute equality through savage terror and
finally into a totalitarian empire, and our current age wrought with contradictions. Were the
philosophers of that age truly able to destroy the old regime and replace it with a new one
through thought?

Les mots clés : Texte — Philosophique — Critique — Intolérance - absolutisme

Introduction :

Au 18eme siecle, siécle des lumieres, les philosophes comme Montesquieu et
Voltaire qui sont armés de la raison et s’intéressent aussi bien a la science, a la politique, a
I’Histoire et a la religion, écrivent beaucoup d’ceuvres théoriques et philosophiques pour
défendre leurs idées et montrer leur conception de I’homme et de la société, dénoncer

I’intolérance, les inégalités sociales et le terrorisme intellectuel. En effet, c’est en 1721 que

o ot daals Y RS A il ARL ady jualaa
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Montesquieu écrit un roman épistolaire, Lettres persanes. Voltaire écrit un conte

philosophique, L Ingénu en 1767.

Pour mieux véhiculer ses idées contre I’ignorance, le despotisme et I’influence de la
religion sur la politique, Voltaire utilise la technique «du regard étranger » par son
personnage naif « Huron », Technique tres connue chez les philosophes de cette époque Ia,

comme le fait Montesquieu dans Lettres persanes a travers ses personnages Usbek et Rica.

La filiation entre ces deux ceuvres nous amene a faire une lecture analytique en se
demandant si aujourd’hui, nous pouvons constater un changement ? Et comment les
philosophes des lumieres parviennent-ils a montrer que la  Révolution  Francgaise
participe a 1’égalité extréme, au terrorisme brutal et finalement, au retour de 1’empire

tyrannique ?

Pour faire cette lecture analytique et contemporaine, nous avons choisi le huitieme
chapitre de L ’Ingénu de Voltaire et la lettre XXIV de Lettres persanes de Montesquieu, en
essayant d’éclaircir ’image de I’ironie comme une arme privilégiée au service des

principes des Lumiceres et leur conception de I’homme.

I- Lettres persanes de Montesquien.

Magistrat et écrivain francais, 1689-1755, Montesquieuest ’auteur de nombreux

mémoires et romans dont Les Lettre persanes ; un roman épistolaire écrit en 1721.

Uzbek et Rica, deux individus qui ont quitté la perse pour se rendre a Paris ou ils
s¢journent pendant huit ans et y découvrent les parisiens, leur quotidien et meeurs, leurs
opinions politiques et religieuses. Un sentiment d’étonnement les a confondus a leur

débarquement. Afin de rendre compte de leur nouvelle vie, ils écrivent a leurs amis. La

1Charles de Secondat, Montesquieu, baron de la Bréde, Bordelais, 1689-Paris, 1755, écrivain frangais issu
d’une vieille famille de parlementaires bordelais, il devient conseiller au parlement de Bordeaux en 1714, puis
‘président a mortier’ en 1716.
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Vi

lettre 24" adressée & Abben par Rica se trouvant & Smyrne ; ’actuel Izmir, que nous

étudions, est un témoignage de ce dont les deux persans ont été impressionnes.

Le texte est réparti en deux parties. La premiére décrit 1’agitation des parisiens’

(Lignel & 16) et la deuxiéme relate le pouvoir royal® (Ligne 16 & 30).

Dans cet extrait Rica découvre Paris et écrit a son ami pour lui faire part de ses
découvertes, ses impressions sur ’occident et ses sentiments face a 1’agitation d’une

population pressée et vivant dans la hate.

Il lui brosse le tableau d’une ville en mouvement continuel. La hauteur des
maisons®, la brutalité® des francais et la rapidité® de leur déplacement amplifiée par la

comparaison entre les machines frangaises et les voitures lentes d’Asie.

Apres sa description du paysage et des hommes, Rica parle des pouvoirs publics,
religieux et des gouvernants. Le roi et son pouvoir : sa force et sa puissance, sa magie et ses

miracles sans omettre le pouvoir du pape encore plus puissant que le Roi.

1Les lettres persanes, roman épistolaire publié en 1721 de maniére anonyme a Amsterdam, car Montesquieu a
voulu éviter la censure. Les lettres 1 & 23 racontent le voyage qui conduit les deux persans, Rica et Uzbek a
Paris. La 24émeest la premiére écrite depuis la capitale. Ces lettres sont une fiction persane destinées a
critiquer la société francaise, le roiLouis X1V avant la fin de son régne, et le pape.

2"Un homme, qui vient aprés moi, et qui me passe, me fait faire un demi-tour ; et un autre, qui me croise de
I’autre c6té, me remet soudain ou le premier m’avait pris : et je n’ai pas fait cent pas, que je suis plus brisé
que si j’avais fait dix lieues..."

3"Le roi de France est le plus puissant prince de I’Europe ..., ce roi est un grand magicien : il exerce son
empire sur ’esprit méme de ses sujets ; il les fait penser comme il veut..."

4"Les maisons y sont si hautes, qu’on jurerait qu’elles ne sont habitées que par des astrologues. Tu juges bien
qu’une ville batie en I’air..."

5"Car encore passe qu’on m’éclabousse depuis les pieds jusqu’a la téte ; mais je ne puis pardonner les coups
de coude que je recois régulierement et périodiquement : un homme, qui vient aprés moi, et qui me passe, me
fait faire un demi-tour ; et un autre, qui me croise de I’autre c6té, me remet soudain ot le premier m’avait
pris..."

6"Il n’y a point de gens au monde qui tirent mieux parti de leur machine que les Frangais : ils courent ; ils
volent : les voitures lentes d’Asie, le pas réglé de nos chameaux, les feraient tomber en syncope...."
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Sous le régne de Louis XIV, la France a connu de nombreux conflits avec 1’étranger
et des tensions a I’intérieur. Montesquieu a volontairement, comme le fit son contemporain
Voltaire, créé un personnage fictif incarné par le persan Rica pour critiquer la société

francaise sans étre sujet a la censure.

L’objectif principal de Montesquieu de faire appel a un persan est d’introduire un
regard neuf et extérieur sur le mode de vie des européens, dévoiler les aspects ridicules de
leur vie et relativiser la position de 1’Occident qui se considérait alors comme la référence

unique.

Montesquieu procéde, d’abord, par la critique de la société. C’est une société trop
agitée, brutale et crédule et ingénue. Son agitation est dépeints dans son mouvement
continuel ; les gens courent et volent. Sa brutalité est représentée par son manque de
courtoisie ; les coups de coudes échangés par les passants. Sa crédulité et sa naiveté sont
symbolisées par sa soumission a la volonté du Roi ; la vanité de ses sujets, [’achat des

charges qui conféerent la noblesse...

Ensuite, il dresse un portrait satirique du Roi qu’il décrit comme sanguinaire et
manipulateur exercant une emprise sur 1’esprit de ses sujets et dénonce son absolutisme,
son autocratie, sa divinité et sa sacralisation : "On lui a vu entreprendre ou soutenir de
grandes guerres”, " il exerce son emprise sur l’esprit méme de ses sujets ", " Il les fait
penser comme il veut ", il va méme jusqu'a leur faire croire qu'il les guérit de toutes sortes

de maux en les touchant ".

Dans Les lettres persanes, Montesquieu entend dresser une critique et une satire de
la vie et du comportement des francais en cédant la parole a un étranger que tout étonne.
Cet étranger, le persan au regard naif, n’est autre que la voix d’un citoyen alerte et

conscient.
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AV

Ces descriptions comparatistes® et minutieusespermettent 3 Montesquieu d’évoquer

la société francaise des dernieres années du régne de Louis XIV et de la Régence2, d une
maniere insolite et détournée. Il en fait sa voix dénonciatrice des malaises qui envahissent

la société francaise tant qu’au niveau national qu’international.

Ce regard que portent les étrangers sur la France du XVIII siecle est le précurseur

d’une conscience naissante.

Dés les premiers mots de la lettre, Rica évoque cette agitation et cette rapidité de
mouvement mettant l’accent sur les difficultés de la circulation dans les rues de paris. Ce "
mouvement continuel™, que Montesquieu rend a la fois familier et burlesque, est celui d’'un

royaume en pleine mutation économique et sociale.

Lépistolier fait référence aux conséquences de l’explosion démographique que
conna’t la capitale au début du XVIlle siécle et la forte crise immobiliére* dont elle ne se
voit capable de gérer. A cause de la spéculation et de I’affairisme générés par la politique

économique des milliers de particuliers ont été ruinés* et les disparités sociales creusées.

Rica s’étonne, avec une ironie qui révele les veéritables intentions de Montesquieu,
de la bizarrerie " des maeurs et des coutumes européennes™ €t s’interrogeant sur le manque
de courtoisie, sur la brutalité ou sur I’insouciance’ des passants qui vous bousculent et vous

font tourner sur vous —méme.

1"Paris est aussi grand qu’Ispahan : les maisons y sont si hautes, qu’on jurerait qu’elles ne sont habitées que
par des astrologues.”

2 La régence d’Anne d’ Autriche pendant la minorité de son fils Louis XIV. Elle était aidée par Mazarin
qu’elle épousa probablement en secret (1643-1661).

3"l faut bien des affaires avant qu’on soit logé", "Tu juges bien qu’une ville batie en 1’air, qui a six ou sept
maisons les unes sur les autres, est extrémement peuplée™

4"... et qu’on se soit pourvu des choses nécessaires, qui manquent toutes a la fois.”

5"Un homme, qui vient aprés moi, et qui me passe, me fait faire un demi-tour ; et un autre, qui me croise de
I’autre c6té, me remet soudain ou le premier m’avait pris"
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Il s’interroge également avec raillerie sur la naiveté populaire qui permet au roi de
s’enrichir, « de la vanité de ses sujets » ou de leur soumission et sur la facilité avec laquelle

il parvient & duper ses sujets employant son autorité pour les usurper™.

Dans la derniere partie du texte, Montesquieu ironise et multiplie ses allusions a la
monarchie francaise qu’il situe, d’abord, dans le cadre ¢largi de I’Europe dont il dénonce
I’ambition coloniale, citant le roi d’Espagne?2 et ses richesses avant d’évoquer, ensuite, les
guerres qui ruinent le pays et les références a la vente des « titres d'honneur », titres de
noblesse, charges et offices, qui n’ont d’autre fonction que de renflouer les caisses® du Roi

en renforgant 1’administration du royaume.

Plusieurs expressions témoignent des facultés de manipulation du monarque
présenté par Rica comme un usurpateur avide de s’enrichir, faisant allusion au toucher des
écrouelles et & ses pouvoirs de faiseur de miracles*. Montesquieu s’attaque aux fondements
de la monarchie et du droit divin. Le roi est un « grand magicien » parce qu’on le croit de
nature et d’ascendance divine. L’ignorance dont les frangais ont été bernés est ainsi I’ultime

rempart du royaume.

Derriére le masque artificiellement naif de Rica, Montesquieu méprise et déprécie’

I’image du Roi.

Le lecteur averti saura donc, en conclusion, ce qu’est capable de faire un peuple
hypnotisé et dupe par une monarchie aux pouvoirs manipulateurs. L’agitation, la rapidité de
mouvement et 1’insouciance de ’autre ne sont vraisemblablement que des points positifs

pour un remaniement de la société francaise en gestation.

1"Ce roi est un grand magicien : il exerce son empire sur 1’esprit méme de ses sujets ; il les fait penser comme
il veut."

2"Le roi de France est le plus puissant prince de I’Europe. Il n’a point de mines d’or comme le roi d’Espagne,
son voisin ; mais il a plus de richesses que lui"

3"S’il n’a qu’un million d’écus dans son trésor, et qu’il en ait besoin de deux, il n’a qu’a les persuader qu’un
écu en vaut deux ; et ils le croient."

4"11 va méme jusqu’a leur faire croire qu’il les guérit de toutes sortes de maux, en les touchant, tant est grande
la force et la puissance qu’il a sur les esprits"

5"S’il a une guerre difficile a soutenir, et qu’il n’ait point d’argent, il n’a qu’a leur mettre dans la téte qu’un
morceau de papier est de I’argent ; et ils en sont aussitot convaincus."
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II- L’Ingénu de Voltaire.

Conte historique, politique, sociologique et philosophique, I’Ingénu’ de voltaire est
répartie en vingt chapitres dontles événements se déroulent entre la Bretagne et Paris. Le
chapitre huitieme relate le voyage de L’Ingénu - ce personnage naif, franc, libre de toutes
contraintes et qui incarne la bonté d’'un homme honnéte - de Saint-Malo a Paris ou se

déroulent les douze derniers chapitres.

En vu de recevoir, des mains du Roi Louis XIV, la récompense qui lui a été
attribuée pour son acte héroique et pour avoir repoussé les Anglais®, I'Ingénu, au cours de
son voyage, découvre le spectacle de Saumur ; une ville jadis resplendissante® et alors
dévastée et que I'injustice et I’exaction exercées a I'encontre des protestants ont quasiment
ruinées et isolées. L'exil des huguenots, a la suite des dragonnades, a conduit de fidéles
sujets a devenir des ennemis de leur patrie et de leur roi qu’ils n’hésitent pas a tromper -
Voltaire met alors en pleine lumiére la responsabilité des jésuites et du confesseur du

monarque : le pére La Chaise.

Profondément ému par ce qu’il a découvert, I’ingénu, autour de la table, rappelle et
s’interroge sur les événements et évoque le pouvoir des jésuites sur le roi et leur
responsabilité dans le désastre dont souffre Saumur et ses populations. Pendant le souper,
un jésuite déguisé servant d’espion au révérend pere La Chaise tend 1’oreille et rapporte
dans son intégralité la conversation a son patron. L’Ingénu, en conséquence, est conduit en

prison a son arrivée a Versailles.

Dans ce texte, Voltaire alimente son conte par d’authentiques précisions historiques
atravers le personnage de 1’Ingénu et emploi une sévére critique des pouvoirs religieuxsuite
a la révocation de I’Edit de Nantes et ses dramatiques conséquences et des pouvoirs exercés
sur la personne du Roi par les jésuites.Ce récit s’inscrit dans un registre historique et

religieux trés précis.

1 Qui a une sincérité innocente et naive

2 Attaque des Anglais contre la Bretagne ou ’ingénu s'est imposé avec courage et bravoure. Il se rend donc a
la cour, a Versailles pour étre récompensé.

3 Saumur est devenue, au 17éme siecle, une brillante ville protestante.
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Le conte étale une réalité historique et sociologique centrée dans Saumur ol les protestants®

sont nombreux, cultivés et industrieux.

Ce lieu qui a connu la révocation de I’Edit de Nantes et les persécutions de ses populations
contraintes de fuir leur patrie et abandonner leur douce compagne. L’arrivée de I’'Ingénu et
sa mise au courant de ce qui se passe dans Saumur, son pays de transition, ses remarques
pertinentes, ses interrogations naives et ciblées nous renseignent sur 1’état d’esprit de ce

personnage sciemment créé par Voltaire.

Un personnage, avide de savoir, inoffensif, naif et serein. L’ingénu s’interroge sur
les raisons qui ont poussées les habitants a déserter leur compagne et a abandonner leurs
biens. Voltaire 1’a volontairement employé et placé dans diverses situations. Tantot il est la
personne dépourvue de tous savoirs? (ne connait pas le latin et se fait traduire), tant6t il le
place dans une position d’un homme émotif®, vulnérable mais susceptible par sa vivacité

d’esprit et son désir de comprendre sans articuler ouvertement de préjugés.

Ce chapitre illustre une étape de I’intégration de 1’Ingénu dans la société. Le Huron
se trouve face a des huguenots. Il apprend alors les conditions de vie des protestants sous le
régne de Louis XIV, I’hégémonie des jesuites la conversion forcée au catholicisme et les

conséquences de la révocation de I’Edit de Nantes.

Ce chapitre apporte une dimension politique et religieuse au conte par la prise de
conscience de l'intolérance religieuse a travers la persécution des protestants et parla

dénonciation de ’absurdité de I’injustice.

L’Ingénu se trouve bouleversé par cette violence injustifiée et donne au texte une
fonction dramatique et philosophique. Quant a la dimension sociologique que Voltaire a
souhaite afficher dans ce chapitre se résume dans la prise de parole de ce petit homme noir.

1 Le protestantisme est une religion réformée ou huguenote qui nait au 16eme siécle. Ce nom indique
I'opposition a certains ajouts de la tradition par rapport aux textes d'origine. Cette religion prone un retour aux
régles strictes de I'Ancien et du Nouveau Testament ; les protestants refusent la hiérarchie de la société
ecclésiastique de leur époque ainsi que l'autorité du pape. lls dénoncent tous les "intermédiaires” et rejettent
aussi le luxe attaché a I'église catholique. Ils ne considérent pas la confession comme un sacrement Au 16éme
siécle a lieu un conflit sanglant, une guerre de religion, a l'issue de laquelle I'Edit de Nantes est promulgué par
Henri IV en 1598, ce qui assure aux protestants la liberté de culte.

2 L’Ingénu, qui ne savait pas le latin, se fit expliquer ces paroles
3 L’Ingénu a son tour versa des larmes.
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Cet homme noir petit, est un pasteur protestant, n’est autre que l’incarnation de la
souffrance de la plupart des frangais assujettis a I’autorité cléricale et aux pouvoirs du pape.
Voltaire a, d’ailleurs, adressé au roi et au pape® un manifeste de critique d'intolérance et

d’injustice.

Malgré sa petite taille et sa couleur de peau, ce pasteur noir a su exposer et exprimer
savamment les malheurs des Saumurés Il parle de la révocation de 1’édit de Nantes avec
tant d’énergie, il condamne d’une maniére si attendrissante le sort de cinquante mille
familles fuyardes et de cinquante mille autres converties de force par les dragons, que

I’Ingénu a son tour verse des larmes.

L’emploi de I’adverbe ‘savamment’ montre 1’exactitude et la précision de I’exposé
présenté sur un mode pathétique laissant le héro ému, bouleversé et choqué par le destin
tragique des damnés de Saumur.

Sa réaction en coeur sensible, versant des larmes, a tout d’abord une fonction
dramatique, proprement romanesque avant d’avoir une fonction philosophique valant une

prise de conscience des vices de la sociéteé.

Les larmes de 1'Ingénu ne sont pas seulement la manifestation d'un cceur sensible,
elles sont aussi I'expression d'une idée philosophique. Ses larmes confirment la position du
philosophe. En plus de la pitié pour les victimes si injustement traitées, elles révelent sa
consternation et son incompréhension devant cette décision arbitraire du roi et du pape car

la violence politique est contraire au progres de la société.

La derniére question faussement naive? de I'Ingénu vient souligner cette dimension :
La Révocation de I'Edit de Nantes ne peut qu'avoir des effets pervers tant politiques

gu'économiques. C'est une décision injuste, contraire a la raison et aux intéréts de I'Etat.

1« Un tel désastre est d’autant plus étonnant que le pape régnant, a qui Louis XIV sacrifie une partie de son
peuple, est son ennemi déclaré. lls ont encore tous deux, depuis neuf ans, une querelle violente ».

2 L’Ingénu, attendri de plus en plus, demanda quels étaient les Frangais qui trompaient ainsi un monarque si
cher aux Hurons.
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Les gens au pouvoir sont conscients du poids et de I’importance économique’ des

protestants.

Pour Voltaire, la fin du regne de Louis XIV connait des difficultés financieres et
internationales en conséquence a cette erreur stratégique qui prive le royaume d’une élite
marchande et intellectuelle considérable et met la France en position de conflit avec les

pays européens de confession protestante.

La violence est de plus en plus présente. Le roi étant désormais sous I'influence du
pére La Chaise, jésuite et conseiller du monarque et qui combat le jansénisme, considérent

avec les dirigeants politiques que I'unité du royaume passe par l'unité de religion.

Les persécutions se multiplient par le biais des "dragonnades" et I’envoi de soldats
chez les protestants pour leur arracher des conversions au catholicisme et qui sement la
terreur”. VVoltaire a ce propos écrit en 1766 : " Le jugement de Calas n'a fait souffrir qu'une

famille ; mais la dragonnade de M. de Louvois a fait le malheur du siécle "

Conclusion :

En conclusion, I’analyse de ces extraits nous permet d’illustrer le style vertigineux de
ces grands auteurs. La forme épistolaire de Montesquieu lui permet de dénoncer la société
francaise et le systeme politique, ce qu'il n'aurait pu faire dans un roman traditionnel

comme il a affirmé.

Le texte trace le portrait d’une société agitée et brutale, jugement renforcé, par
I’étonnement de I’étranger embarqué dans un milieu désorganisé sur le plan social. Cet
étonnement conduit le personnage venant des horizons persans a prendre conscience du
pouvoir absolu exercé le roi et les monarques de toute I’Europe traduisant la position de

I’auteur qui critique et méprise I’absolutisme des dirigeants.

L’Ingénu de Voltaire surgit lui aussi les dysfonctionnements de 1’ancien régime,
critique adroite de 1’absolutisme (politique et religieux), il manifeste une innocence, une

naiveté et un monde dénué de sens, il a montre la vérité tout en amusant par son

1 Les protestants sont pour la plupart des drapiers et des fabricants.
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héro « Huron ». A travers la réplique de son personnage, Voltaire critique de dénoncant le
pouvoir religieux de 1’époque qui a travers I’Edit de Nantes entendait instaurer le pouvoir
religieux en dépit du pouvoir politique ce qui bouleverse 1’Ingénu en raison de 1’intolérance

religieuse qui s’abat entre autres sur les Protestants en particulier.

Donc les philosophes des lumiéeres ont fortement influencé la révolution francaise ainsi

que la disparition du pouvoir royal.
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