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Beyond Engagement: Using Storyboards as a Digital
Storytelling Tool for Teaching Libyan EFL University
Students Literary Fiction During the Covid-19 Pandemic
Dr. Fatma Mohamed Hassen Abubaker

University of Benghazi.

Dr. Hana A. Ali Mohamed
Lecturer, University of Benghazi.
Abstract

In the current situation of COVID-19 pandemic, and in response to
an appeal from the Libyan Ministry of Education to all universities and
colleges to improve the quality of education as the country is in lockdown,
there are new ongoing discussions on how best to integrate technology
for online-learning and teaching. How best to address the academic rigor
of the new situation in Libyan EFL university classrooms during this
period of unexpected and unprecedented educational disruption, and to
engage students in meaningful use of technology for learning is a topic
of great interest to practitioners and researchers alike. By encouraging
online or blended learning, language institutions are making great efforts
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to further promote the foreign language learning process. Integrating
technology into the EFL curriculum is not a single concept which is
generated from a single theory, and its implementation calls for a range
of perspectives and theoretical views. This paper discusses the issue of
technology’s contribution in EFL classroom, more specifically it
investigates the teaching of literary fiction and how best to support its
reading and understanding through technology. The question raised in
this paper is how technology facilitates the attainment of course goals.
So, it tries to propose answers to the questions: How can we best make
use of technology for planning literary lessons? What instructional
strategies can teachers use to promote reading development? How do
teachers help their students acquire the necessary skills for literary
analysis and understanding in an online environment? The aim of this
research paper is therefore to provide suggestions which Libyan EFL
classrooms could make use of in the current situation, to promote
technology use and online learning when teaching literature, and also
make use of this technology to promote understanding, and analysis of
literary texts (fiction) in order to develop creativity, collaboration, and
eventually language skills. It, therefore, proposes the utilization of digital
storytelling tools like ‘StoryboardThat’ as an instructional approach to
facilitate art-based language standards.

Keywords: Digital Storytelling Tool- Storyboards - Teaching During
the Covid-19 Pandemic.

Introduction

More than 1.5 billion students across the world are affected by
school and university closures due to the COVID-19 outbreak
(UNESCO, 2020), and Libya is no exception. In response to this, the
Libyan Ministry of higher Education and Scientific Research seeks to
facilitate inclusive learning opportunities for its students across
universities during this period of unexpected and unprecedented

educational disruption by encouraging online or blended learning.

Yet, this transition may not come easy for Libyan educators,
coming from a purely traditional instructional background which does
not value learner interaction and learner independence. Meaning that

teachers need to, not only think about the digital tool to be used, but also
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the pedagogy they would want to leverage for that purpose. Being open
to the current crisis-driven educational opportunity is a call to action-
based practices and, therefore important for teachers not to confuse

technology with teaching.

This means that the goal ought to be to ‘use’ technology to facilitate
an engaging and effective online learning experience for the students.
Virtual classrooms, especially in the current context, bring about new
experiences and new challenges for first-time students and teachers alike.
For this reason, investment in remote learning is needed urgently. Such
investment should not only mitigate this disruption caused by COVID-
19, but also determine approaches to develop different modes of learning

to establish a more flexible educational system for the future.

Teaching remotely may be new to faculties, but then again there are
numerous resources to help instructors determine a suitable pedagogical
approach that best suits the institutional goal and the learners’ needs. To
demonstrate how this mode of learning could improve access to quality
education for students as the pace of digitization is accelerating these
days, an essential and reliable digital strategy is the use of digital
storytelling for understanding short stories. A digital story is a short,
narrative that is told through multimedia, such as images, audio, and
sound effects. (Miller & Kim, 2015). A digital storytelling tool that can
be utilized to promote active learning, interaction, collaboration, and
creativity, is StoryboradThat. Digital stories bring together graphics,
sounds or recorded audio narration, music, and video to demonstrate
information on a topic. These kinds of multimedia presentation tools can
be invaluable constructive means for transforming learners’ learning
processes, which focus mostly on memorization, the extraction of

knowledge and at times application, to more learner-centred approaches.
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For students who are now considered to be “digital natives”
(Prensky, 2001), the idea of creating digital products which integrate
voice narrations, image and text seems like something that most of them
would find intriguing. An emerging body of literature supports students’
use of digital storytelling to strengthen understanding of content and
encourage reflection (Jenkins & Lonsdale, 2007; Genereux &
Thompson, 2008; Ohler, 2008; Sandars & Murray, 2009).

Despite the fact that many Libyan educators and investigators in
the EFL arena consider explicit instruction of reading strategies, a
significant feature of effective foreign language reading, strategy
instruction in EFL as a vehicle to attain reading comprehension has not
been widely accepted as an official instructional model. Students need to
be able to not only read and understand literary texts, but also analyse
and evaluate them by comparing views with others and sharing their
personal responses to create better opportunities for interaction,

collaboration, and creative meaning making.

Therefore, the aim of this paper is to provide an overview of an
instructional tool for developing the necessary reading skills and
strategies to help Libyan students raise their understanding of literary
texts by drawing on a host of reading strategies. It will introduce
storyboard as a teaching technique to create a more hybrid learning
situation online for Libyan students, one which values the role of the
learner in the learning process. For this purpose, the paper will first start
by reviewing literature on the reading process, and aspects related to the
development of second language (L2) reading. Then, technology as an
educational tool is introduced, making reference to the current situation.
Finally, the concept of digital storytelling is introduced to explain how it
can be used to facilitate instruction and development of reading
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comprehension. Additionally, it provides sample activities and shows
how well to use them for planning EFL instruction.

Research on L1 Reading: General Overview

Research on the process of reading has had significant evolvement
over the past half century. Studies conducted in the 1960’s have
suggested that reading was a bottom-up process of word perception
(Spache, 1964) which merely involves the extraction of linguistic
information from the written print (Widdowson, 1975). According to this
view the most important aspect of the reading process is the written word.
This makes the reader’s role exploratory in nature where he/she decodes
the sentences moving from the smallest unites of the text, putting
together graphemes, words, and sentences to make sense of it (Gough,
1972). This modality of reading unfortunately gave little significance to
what the reader could bring to the text (background knowledge and

experiences).

During the 1970s and early 1980s reading took a new meaning, with
the rise of cognitive views based on work done by Goodman (1967, 1970)
and Smith (1971, 1982). Reading was viewed as a top-down process that
was not merely about extracting meaning from print, rather a process
which involves one’s knowledge in the construction of meaning. This
meant that readers make sense of a text when their identification of the
written text is in correlation with their cognitive exploration (Smith,
2004). This psycholinguistic view of reading gave importance to schema
theory which suggests that “when individuals obtain knowledge, they
attempt to fit that knowledge into some structure in memory that helps
them make sense of that knowledge” (Ajideh, 2006, p. 4). What have

then come to be called schemata, these representations make it possible
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for the reader to make connections with the text by relating new

knowledge to prior knowledge, eventually leading to comprehension.

Towards the late 1980s and early 1990s a new approach which
blended the two views was introduced. According to this view reading
was an ‘interactive’ process which involved both the reader and the text,
thus giving importance to the decoding of information and the reader’s
interpretations of that information (Rumelhart, 1977, 1980; Stanovich,
1980). What came to be called the ‘interactive model’ conceives reading
as a mutual interaction between the reader and the text. So, it can be said
that top-down and bottom-up models are, in this sense, complementary
to each other, though one model may dominate over the other in the

reading process (Nuttall, 2005).

The 1990s introduced new ideas based on the interactive model of
reading. Rumelhart and Stanovich’s interactive models gave importance
to different sources of knowledge possessed by the reader, including the
strategies they have mastered or acquired along the way. The different
reading strategies which different readers fulfil had become an important
dimension of reading research, thus giving a more individualized vision

of reading in general, and more precisely, second language reading.

During the last decades, such views of the reading process have led
to increased interest from researchers and educators as a sociocultural
discipline, making the focus of reading an important aspect of success in
other forms of life, including economic prosperity. As a result, both first
language (L1) and second language (L2) reading research have made
advances in providing scholarly interpretations of ways in which
strategies could be developed to help L2 readers master the reading
process, including Libya (for example Jounto & Mustapha, 2016;

Abubaker, 2017). These advances, however, have not been easy to reach
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as the relationship between L1 and L2 reading processes and reading
development have not always been accepted as being equivalent.
Reading Theory and Its Contribution to L2 Reading Research and
Pedagogy

Research in L2 reading has developed remarkably in the past few
decades, making use of L1 research to gain insight on both theory and
practice in L2 (Grabe, 1991). In spite of the considerable number of
studies attempting to highlight the commonalities between L1 and L2
acquisition, perspectives on L1 and L2 reading development had been a
matter of discussion for some time. Cummins’ (1981) Linguistic
Interdependence Theory (LIT) was one of the most influential theories
explaining the role of L1 in L2 reading development. This hypothesis
states that “[r]eading performance in a second language is largely shared
with reading ability in a first language” (Bernhardt & Kamil, 1995:17).

What this theory suggests, is that reading ability in the L2 is
suggestive of L2, meaning that reading skills in L1 are automatically
transferred to the L2, which then implies no direct influence from
language proficiency. Now this may be true if we assume that readers
who are good readers at one language, are definitely going to be good
readers at another, however, this may well be argued against, as language
barriers do actually have a significant role in L2 readers’ reading ability.
Clarke’s (1980) arguments against this view seems to justify exactly this
point.

Arguing for what he called the ‘short circuit theory’ or ‘the
linguistic threshold theory’ (LTT), Clarke (1980) argued that a certain
level of proficiency in the second language has to be achieved first, for
readers to be able to transfer their reading abilities from L1 to L2. So, for

instance, an Arabic student with good reading skills in Arabic (L1)
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should be able to “cross” the threshold of sufficient linguistic knowledge
in English (L2) first, in order to be able to become a good reader of
English (L2). This, however, can go both ways, and therefore, language

alone may not be a guarantee to either good or bad reading skills in L2.

This is evident in Clarke’s experimental study on several proficient
adult Spanish speakers in both L1 and L2 reading comprehension.
Findings from this experiment indicated that, though good readers had
the right abilities, they can short circuit and become vulnerable “when
confronted with a difficult or confusing task in the second language”
(Clarke, 1980, p. 206). This seems to suggest that both views from
Cummins’ LIT and Clarke’s LTT are valuable when we talk about 1.2
development (Bernhardt and Kamil, 1995). Bernhardt and Kamil
suggested that both linguistic knowledge and reading ability are
important for reading comprehension, indicating that they are
complementary to each other. However, they emphasise that other
factors also contribute to this activity including, the reader’s interest in

the topic, and his/her background knowledge.

This is arguable why ESL/EFL teachers have to make use of reading
strategies (both top-down and bottom-up) (Nuttall, 2005) to help students
apply behaviours (which are only evident in fluent readers) effectively,
thus concentrating on macro-level semantic cues, the formulation of
hypotheses (predictions) about the text prior to reading, re-reading to
confirm or reject these hypotheses, and making use of different levels of
information both textual and visual. This point needs to be highlighted
for the purpose of this research paper, as the idea behind this paper is
mainly to provide Libyan students with an array of skills and knowledge
in multimodal representations to reach comprehension when reading

literary fiction. This makes it important to make L2 reading the focus of



ISSN : 2523 1871 g @3biis dols — alsll il dlao
247 dasall (2020 pubasuii) 48 ssall

this paper, in order to pinpoint what exactly is it that students need to be
acquiring and provide ideas on how best to support that.
Current L2 Reading Research and Instruction: Focus on the

Learner

Although researchers have come to realise the potential of L1
research in L2 reading research and development, there have been some
misconceptions on how well these two processes are linked, as there have
been suggestive arguments on the significance of other factors such as
age, socio-economic background, and schooling which make the whole
idea of existing similarities between L1 and L2 reading abilities rather
superficial (Diaz-Rico & Weed, 2006). As been asserted earlier, a
reader’s reading skills in the first language provide a vital indication, but
not necessity, of the level of his/her skills in L2 reading because readers
may have more to contribute with to comprehend a text. So, to best put
it:

In the process of reading the successful reader brings to the task a

formidable amount of information and ideas, attitudes and beliefs.

This knowledge, coupled with the ability to make linguistic

predictions, determines the expectations the reader will develop as

he reads. Skill in reading depends on the efficient interaction
between linguistic knowledge and knowledge of the world (Ajideh,
2003,p2).

Clarke & Silberstein (1997) better explain this process indicating that:

More information is contributed by the reader than by the print on
the page. That is, readers understand what they read because they
are able to take the stimulus beyond its graphic representation and
assign it membership to an appropriate group of concepts already
stored in their memories (pp136-137).
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Meaning that reading comprehension relies heavily on what readers
brings to the text (i.e., their background knowledge and experience)
(Carrell, 1991; Clarke & Silberstein, 1997). As second language learners
interact with the text their previous knowledge stimulates their
comprehension, allowing them to break down data from the text easily
and more effectively. Such data could be either textual, or even visual, as
reading can be the reading of both linguistic and non-linguistics
presentations (such as signs and images). More on this will be explored

further on in this paper.

Let's not forget the point that had been made earlier about the
significance of readers cultural and social backgrounds, an aspect which
can best be described in light of Vygotsky’s socio- cultural theory of
learning (1979), a theory which values the role of a learners past
knowledge and experience along with the social affiliation being
imposed through the surrounding environment. What has resulted from
this theory in terms of reading makes researchers aim at making reading
an interactive activity which makes use of students' interaction with the
text and with others. This interaction takes place between different
readers when they share and exchange ideas, suggestions, and
interpretations of the text, an aspect when adopted to the teaching of
literature, can be valuable for triggering imaginative response and
creativity, giving students an opportunity to raise their ‘horizon of
possibilities’ (Abubaker, 2017).

This point argues for the relevance of, not only the acquisition of
certain strategies to tackle a reading text, but also the need for practice
for developing reading fluency (i.e., automaticity in decoding, and using
different reading strategies appropriately and effectively). Strategies are

defined as conscious actions or behaviours used by readers as they
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interact with a text (Pritchard, 1990). Reading strategies help readers
approach a reading task and solve potential problems that may arise
during the processing of a text. This means that readers use strategies to
tackle potential difficulties encountered while reading and searching for
meaning. Readers are therefore able to plan ahead their reading activity
and monitor their comprehension of the text accordingly. So, interaction
Is enhanced, and meaning is constructed using reading strategies
(Anderson, 1991), meaning that readers become efficient at reading by
drawing on a set of reading strategies which facilitate the use of different
sources of knowledge: semantic, linguistic, or structural. Reading
strategies, in addition to other variables, are key to the development of
reading, and an L2 reader’s ability to use them efficiently and

appropriately will make understanding possible.

According to Wallace (1988, 1992), good L2 learners make use of
the same reading strategies as good, experienced L1 readers. So, all good,
fluent readers use predicting, skimming, scanning, guessing meanings
from the context, inferencing, and self-monitoring as they interact with a
text and construct meaning. However, less proficient (poor) readers tend
to use fewer strategies, or they use them inappropriately and therefore

less effectively when reading a text (Garner, 1987).

Although it had been mentioned earlier that foreign language (FL)
reading comprehension is influenced by both the reader’s L1 reading
abilities and L2 language proficiency, Bernhardt (1991) also indicates, in
her interactive model of FL reading, that when readers have good L1
skills along with the motivation, interest in reading, in addition to the
content knowledge, then acquiring the FL reading strategies is just a
matter of practice. That way readers benefit from all sources of

knowledge as they compensate for any deficiency in any sources of
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knowledge. Reading strategies will most likely give them what they need
to understand by drawing on all these knowledge sources, both bottom-
up and top-down in the interactive process of reading. Unfortunately, as
Libyan EFL classrooms are still teacher-centred and text-based, rather
than activity-based, a lot of the necessary strategies for comprehension
are neglected in the instruction process. However, this only makes the
potential importance of this paper indicative of the need to move away
from traditional views of reading and its pedagogy to more interactive,
reader-centred views which value the active role of the reader in the

construction of meaning.

Carrell and Eisterhold (1983) provide suggestions for how reading
instruction should look like. They believe that the aim of a reading lesson
should be to create a balance between background knowledge, which is
presupposed by the text (writer), and the readers’ background knowledge
(schemata), which readers are expected to possess, i.e., what Iser (1978)
has come to call the “implied reader” in the process of literary reading.
Now what this suggests, is that background information and previewing
text content for readers is vital for understanding. This can be done by
teaching key concepts, presenting specialized vocabulary and structures,
and providing visual prompts to activate schemata of topic content, all of
which are important strategies an EFL teacher can use, especially with
poor readers (Carrell & Eisterhold, 1983).

This is mainly why high priority ought to be given to modelling,
scaffolding, and constant practice of reading strategies inside the FL
reading classroom (Grabe, 2009). Teachers can make sure that readers
use reading strategies by judging the necessary time and procedure
needed to provide technical support to the students (Wallace, 1992).
Wallace explains that shared reading in this situation can be a helpful
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technique, in which the teacher and students explore, discuss, and analyse
the language and content of a text. So, students are encouraged to create
what can be called a ‘reading community’ (Abubaker, 2017) inside the
classroom in order to explore the text through shared meaning making,

which is an important aspect of learner-centred teaching.

Accordingly, an EFL learner-centred reading lesson is best
structured into three stages: pre- reading, while-reading, and post-reading
(Wallace, 1992). The reason behind using this framework is to help
students build background knowledge, practise the appropriate reading
skills, and engage in comprehension (Grabe, 1991). Additionally, readers
require scaffolding as they engage with a text before, while, and after
reading it (Gibbons, 2002). As part of this scaffolding process, readers
need to be able to make use of the appropriate strategies. Each part should
give the students a chance to, think, explore, and use knowledge and
skills, and build on that knowledge to construct new meanings. So,
students are encouraged to draw on their prior knowledge, and activate
their schemas of text content, structure, and language in the pre- reading
stage while interacting with it to make use of reading strategies in the
while-reading stage. Finally, students will check their comprehension,

identify with, and reflect on, the text to make sense of it after reading.

Gibbons (2002) also suggests, for the pre-reading stage, predicting,
storytelling, and sequencing illustrations. Whereas, in the post-reading
stage, she suggests using activities which encourage students to give
alternative possibilities and ideas for the text by, for example, creating
cartoon strips (or as this paper suggest storyboards), participating in
readers’ theatre, and producing story innovations. So, to make use of non-
linguistic representations can be seen as a creative and effective solution

to compensate for any language barriers that EFL readers may face when
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constructing meaning from a text, especially when interpreting to literary
texts (Zuiiga-Dunlap & Marino-Weisman, 2006). Short (as cited in Hill
& Flynn, 2006) recommends using realia, technology, and hands-on
activities like drawing pictures and sequencing stories to provide EFL
learners with effective comprehension instruction. As this paper focuses
on the reading of literature, especially fiction in Libya, and due to the
current situation of Covid-19 and the face-to-face restrictions for
classroom instruction, it hasbecome important that teachers in Libya, like
any other country, make use of online learning and teaching, and
therefore integrate technology into the planning and delivery of their

programmes.

Now this may sound rather complex due to the teacher-centred
nature of the Libyan educational system in general, but it may come to
light that as a way to move towards current learning/teaching
perspectives, and let's not forget the status of digital technology in the
past few years, in which students have become ‘digital natives’ (Prensky,
2005), this may be the right time to make that move, and therefore
facilitate better transition to learner-centredness. But, one thing which
needs to be emphasised when we use the term technology integration, is
that the main focus ought to be pedagogy and not technology per se.
Meaning that technology is only a tool for effective delivery (teaching),
which makes it important for teachers not to confuse technology with
teaching.

Technology Integration: The Case of Libya

Past attempts at educational reform have normally tried to find new
solutions to old problems, therefore equating "change™ with "newness,"
using words like "ineffective" as reference to "old" (Earle, 1992). As

Earle explains, it seems that people just like the idea of newness, because
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usually that's what grabs their attention, new for old, rather than effective
for ineffective, or efficient for inefficient. This may be of concern when
we are talking of instruction and education in general, as learning and
teaching are very interrelated, and therefore what is new, at times may be
ineffective or inefficient with certain groups of learners or teachers alike.
Let’s take for example using computer-based technologies, whether

inside or outside the classroom.

Focusing solely on the idea of newness of computer technology
alone, independent of teaching and learning processes, may cause
insufficient gaps in the learning/teaching cycle. So, when considering
online or berended learning, whatever the technology being used
(computers, mobiles, etc), the focus of integration ought to be on
pedagogy, meaning on effective practices for teaching and learning.
Libyan teachers therefore need to be able to make judgments about the
sort of technology to use without becoming technocentric by placing
more emphasis on technology for its own sake without connections to
learning and the curriculum. (Earle, 2002). For the purpose of this paper,
we are going to address technology as the source of delivery, so as to
provide some background for the use of storyboards for teaching
English literature in Libyan higher education. This then makes the issue

of technology use more individualized to suite the Libyan context.

Instructional technology does, indeed, give great potential for
changing the quality of teaching and learning in our university
classrooms in general, and since English is the medium for most
technological resources, it can be the catalyst for transformation in EFL
pedagogy. The application of computer-based technologies for
instruction provide ample opportunity for learner-centredness.

Technology use, therefore, reduces teacher-centeredness. Using
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technologies provides teachers and course administrators ways to
provide learners with motivational lessons, catering for different learning
and teaching styles, both inside and outside the classrooms, thus
promoting more interaction with the language. It can reduce student’s
language learning anxiety by giving them a chance to actually use the
language in meaningful situations, without having them fixate on their
mistakes (Al-Mahrooqi & Troudi, 2014), which can, in turn, reduce their
“affective filter” (Krashen, 1981). This means that students become more
interactive learners who have better chances for language development
in general. This is especially true with technologies that make use of
multimedia tools (in this case the use of storyboards). As Yaverbaum,
Kulkarni and Wood (1997) argue, integrating multimedia into the
traditional learning environment not only enriches the styles of

presentation, but also has the advantage of increasing language retention.

According to Earle (2002) in order to best integrate technology into
any educational setting or system it needs to include the potential of new
developments, rapid availability, creativity, Internet access, ease of
communication, or the promise of impact on learning, which is a very
important aim. Barriers and constraints to such integration might include
for example, not having the necessary technical support, insufficient
teacher expertise and training, time for planning, or lack pedagogical

applications.

As mentioned earlier, Libyan education is still teacher-centred and
for that reason its incorporation of technology in teaching and learning
was somewhat slow. In 2005, the Ministry of Education and the Ministry
of Vocational Training proposed to manage a national policy for
information communication technology ICT in education (Hamdy, 2007;

Chen, 2008; Rhema & Miliszewska, 2010). Its main aim was to provide
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the tools to help develop Libyan students’ ICT skills in order to
implement e-learning and improve the quality of learning (Rhema &
Miliszewska, 2010, p.427). The main aim was to select suitable
technological techniques and develop methods for face-to-face and
distance learning (Hamdy, 2007; Rhema & Miliszewska, 2010).
Unfortunately, even with such proposals, the programme was not
successful as it ended before completion. One of the reasons behind this
was the use of traditional approaches, which can be ineffective, and that
was partly because of the lack of teacher training. Nevertheless, this does
not mean that technology cannot be applied to teaching in Libya at all

without a large- scale plan from different stakeholders.

Mohamed (2017) investigated the interaction of ten Libyan
university participants for reading short fiction collaboratively by online
learning. Findings indicated that students had positive attitudes towards
the interaction between teachers and students, and that the students’
understanding of texts was enhance. So, what does this say about this
current situation? It may be suggested that, maybe teachers can plan their
own lessons online, as long that they make learning their focus and not

technology.

It goes without saying that it is understandable if teachers lack the
necessary technological skills, then they will opt not to use the
technology, even if it is available to them. In addition, teachers’ attitudes
towards the use of technology in the FL classroom can have negative
outcomes in terms of its adaptation and effectiveness (Albirini, 2006; Al-
Senaidi, Lin, & Poirot, 2009). Similarly, learners need to have the right
disposition and attitudes towards the use of e- learning or any online
sources, even though research has shown the appeal of technology use in

language instruction for students as they are digital natives.
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As technology use has become the norm in any educational setting,
gauging students to appreciate its usefulness in online reading in the
blended learning environment becomes of importance. In a study
conducted by Peel (2014) on EAU students attitudes towards both
traditional textbooks and online reading (via the Internet and through
programmes such as BlackBoard Vista [BBV]), and in an attempt to
determine possible reasons behind their evaluations, results revealed that
students acknowledged the usefulness of online reading courses, but they
felt that textbooks remained an important reading resource. As EUA is
similar to Libya in terms of its educational and cultural background, it
can be concluded that for the purpose of this study one must take into
consideration the need for a balanced method of teaching which values
the learner and the text to facilitate interaction and response in the best

possible way.

This might infer the need for a teaching strategy that makes use of
all the relevant points being made earlier on the need for interaction,
collaboration, visual and textual representation in meaning construction.
Additionally, as indicated earlier by Narr (2013), the use of digital
storytelling as an instructional strategy for making that balance between
promoting reading development, literary response, and technology
integration becomes of relevance here. Digital storytelling can draw on a
range of metacognitive and cognitive thinking skills, reading, and
technological skills, for online reading. Research from Junto & Mustapha
(2016) on Libyan student’s use of metacognitive reading strategies in
online reading showed that students found it rather problematic to apply
and use these strategies. The researchers advised instructors to teach
these reading strategies for better reading comprehension and help
students benefits more from online sources in less time and with less

effort, which will eventually reflect positively on their English language
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performance. It is quite clear that all this discussion above needs to be
considered for more effective planning and teaching in online instruction
in Libya, but its noteworthy to point out in more detail what this entails
with the integration of technological tools like digital storytelling.
Instructional Planning for Technology Integration: Technology as

Process

Successful adaptation of educational technology requires the focus
on the mission of improving the quality of education (Earle, 2002). It
must be viewed as an ongoing process involving the need to meet
instructional objectives and learning needs (Robey, 1992). Effective
planning for reading therefore includes identifying art-based standards
and learning outcomes. This is captured in Bernauer’s (1995) statement
on the significance of technology for learning. According to him, "it is
not technology per se that has resulted in improved student outcomes, but
rather how the technology was used and integrated into instructional
processes” (p. 1). Bernauer attributed students’ achievements in language
learning to the teacher’s planning and expertise, thus emphasising on the

nature of this success as relating to teaching and learning perspectives.

Having clear learning targets increase the likelihood that
technology becomes the digital tool to support the acquisition of
knowledge, and in the case of reading and meaning making (Young &
Bush, 2004). Similarly, it is of importance for students to know what is
intended of them and see the learning objects to best manage their
learning process. Additionally, Wallace (2004) found that the “pre-active
phase of teaching,” in which instructors find and select useful material
from which students carry out intended tasks required greater amounts of

effort and time to plan when delivering online instruction more than
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traditional materials, such as textbooks. This shows the amount of

thought that needs to be put in planning.
For example, in digital storytelling, Ohler (2008) advises teachers

to design instruction so that to allow focus on the elements of the story
first, then on the technology. Pitler et al. (2007, pp. 30-33) recommends
making use of criterion-referenced rubrics to clearly set out the learning
aims and show students what is expected of them to be able to sequence
and to maintain focus on key content throughout the lesson. To best
provide suggestions on how best to plan digital storytelling lessons, it
ought to be made clear what digital storytelling is, then how the use of
storyboards could best facilitate literary understanding in EFL.

Digital Storytelling
Robin (2011) defined digital storytelling as the “practice of using

computer-based tools to tell stories.” A digital story is a short, narrative
that is told through multimedia, such as images, audio, and sound effects.
(Miller & Kim, 2015). Digital storytelling can be used as an alternative
method to demonstrate students’ learning. (Miller & Kim, 2015). In fact,
Storytelling and learning are intertwined because the process of creating
a story is also a process of meaning making. For this reason, integrating
opportunities for “storytelling” into academic content knowledge can
strengthen learning (Matthews DeNatale, 2008). (cited in Miller & Kim,
2015).

Only recently have digital stories made their way into instructional
settings. Digital storytelling is a useful tool for supporting English
language development. Digital storytelling can be an effective
educational tool which engages students in the creative process of
integrating technology to construct meaning. It is particularly beneficial

to language learners, as it is a task-based project using multimodal and
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multiliteracy skills. (Miller & Kim, 2015). Producing digital stories
engages students in cooperative and collaborative learning, drawing on
all four skills. As a learner-centred activity which combines traditional
literacies (writing, narrating) with new literacies (online search, video
editing) (Hafner & Miller, 2011), EFL learners build on an array of
knowledge resources: linguistic, cultural and personal (lived
experiences) as content for text. Additionally, they take an active/critical
(problem solving) role in reading and evaluating text to create meaningful

situations/contexts.

This tool may then be a useful apparatus for developing students’
understanding of literary fiction. By providing students with relevant
experiences, they make literary stories more meaningful and develop
creativity as they reflect on different aspects of the texts. Digital
storytelling using digital storyboards can be an effective educational tool
to teach literary fiction. It engages the learners by visualizing their
reading and thinking processes. Storyboarding has been found to
facilitate effective instruction by facilitating peer interaction and
collaboration (Hoffart et.al, 2016). Using online collaborative
classrooms such as BlackBoard Collaborate can facilitate the exchange
of resources and material between the teacher and the students, thus
promoting student-teacher interaction, and student collaboration, making
it an effective online instructional tool to teach literature and share digital

storyboards.

Storyboarding is certainly not something new, as it was said to have
originated with Leonardo da Vinci (Lottier, 1986) and was then adapted
and revised by Walt Disney as a graphic paper- based organizer before
film making (Barnes, 1996). Apart from developing language skills,
storyboards can be used for several classroom application, especially for
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developing reading comprehension and the reading of literature. A study
conducted by Narr (2013) revealed that storyboards can have a positive
impact on English language learners with limited language proficiency.
His research also indicated positive effect on students’ ability to read and

understand literary texts.

As a storytelling tool, storyboards allow students to “make use of
different reading strategies such as previewing, visualizing, using
background  knowledge, illustrating, summarizing, Sequence
understanding, identifying main idea and details, identifying important
information, and many more. Storyboarding promotes the integration of
reading and writing during class instruction since students are expected
to describe their illustrations in detail”. (Narr, 2013). Creating
storyboards encourages students to respond to, or in Rosenblatt’s (1987)
term “transact” with the text. In the process of creating storyboards,
students are engaged in a continuous process of thinking and meaning
making, what reader-response theorists like Langer (1990) «call
“envisionment building”, thus reaching new meanings as they make use

of the visuals they create.

Storyboards can also be used for drama activities. Storyboards can
be used as a scaffold for drama projects where students could use it as a
brainstorming activity to help them organize their thoughts about how
they want to frame their scenes. Of course, students will have to consider
things like, the character's actions, scenery, all of which are available
with storyboarding tools like StoryboardThat. Students can select from a
variety of possible scenes, clothing, facial expression, hair, and
accessories. Characteristic of tools like StoryboardThat (a digital
storyboarding tool), can help interpret the students’ ideas in the form of

images, where they can add other characteristics like soundtracks,
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narration, and music. It can be used as a pre-writing activity where
students engage in deep thinking about the story. Additionally, it can be
used at the end of a lesson as a way of reflection, where students provide
their personal responses and relate what they have understood to aspects
of the text by, for example using symbols and forms of imagery to
represent their feeling and attitudes using symbolic colours and symbolic

references and words.

Storyboards can also be used as a technique for assessing reading.
It is sometimes difficult for teachers to diagnose where exactly students
are in terms of comprehension and whether they were able to progress in
terms of acquiring the necessary skills to analyse and make meaning from
any text. As Bruce (2011) explains, from his own experience of using
storyboards with secondary students, when students create storyboards
to reflect their reading, the visuals become artefacts which reflect their
understanding (or misunderstanding) of the details of the text being
interpreted. So, this way teachers have records of their students’ visual
reading, what Jeffrey D. Wilhelm calls “seeing the visual possibility”
(1997: 117), 1.e., the students’ ability to “see the visual possibility” of the
text.

Instructional Strategies for Digital Storytelling (Storyboarding)

At EFL university level students are expected to be able to write
about what they read—for example, by analysing how the setting shapes
the development of characters or plot in a story. Adapting the work of
Lambert on digital storytelling, Robin and Pierson (2005) identified ten
elements of a digital story which can be used as an initial indication of

literary aims or objectives:

1. The Overall Purpose of the Story
2. The Narrator’s Point of View
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A Dramatic Question or Questions

The Choice of Content

Clarity of Voice

Pacing of the Narrative

Use of a Meaningful Audio Soundtrack

Quality of the Images

© © N o 0o &~ W

Economy of the Story Detalil

10.Good Grammar and Language Usage
Of course, as you are required to make some adjustments to the

requirements, these ten elements could be exploited to suite the general
learning aim, and the aim of the activities too. By attending to the ten
elements of the digital story, students communicate a concise and
meaningful message through the integration of text, voice narration, and

images.

According to Robin (2008) if students are able to create their own digital
stories, they gain valuable skills and literacies which cater for the 12st
Century Skills (2004). These can beused as learning targets to make the
ten previous elements more digitized. They are summarized by Robin
(2016: 21) as follows:

1. Digital literacy: the ability to communicate with an ever-expanding
community to discuss issues, gather information, and seek help.

2. Global literacy: the capacity to read, interpret, respond, and
contextualize messages from a global perspective.

3. Technology literacy: the ability to use computers and other
technology to improve learning, productivity, and performance.

4. Visual literacy: the ability to understand, produce, and communicate
through visual images.

5. Information literacy: the ability to find, evaluate, and synthesize
information.
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Garcia and Rossiter (2010) as cited in Robin (2016:22) add to this
list three more learning outcomes that result when students share their
digital stories. These include:

1. Empathy and perspective-taking: as digital stories allow viewers
to share the experiences of the storyteller and enlarge their own
perspectives.

2. Self-understanding: for digital storytelling allows self-reflection
and seeing one’s self in new ways.

3. Community-building: by facilitating connections with others and
through shared experiences.

4. However, as we have mentioned earlier, students are not only
required to tell stories or create summaries for stories they have
read, for teachers have a host of activities to make use of to
promote thinking and meaning making. Before addressing some
of these activities, it may be significant to provide teachers and
students with useful criteria to self-evaluate the designed
storyboards. Teachers can use these criteria to shape students’
understanding of storyboarding and what to expect, as well as
make judgments about their effectiveness.

Self-evaluation criteria for storyboard design

Teachers can help students create effective storyboards by helping
them understand what is expected of them. A good and effective

storyboard is judged by the following:

1. how well it communicates the logic of the intended idea/plan.

2. The plan/ideas are easy for follow. For example, the point of view
or focalisation, the organization, pacing, selected images,
combination of multi-model elements, etc.

It is important that teachers and students consider, in their planning
and evaluation of a storyboard the following questions to help them take
the two aspects above into account:

1. Who the intended audience are? What purpose does the storyboard
serve?

2. What is the general message or argument behind the storyboard?
Are readers able to interpret the message being conveyed? How
does the storyboard communicate the most important ideas or
concepts, for example main events in the plot structure, or main
ideas of chapters from a novel?
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3. Whether the order of takes or scenes in the storyboard contributes
to the intended message? How are ideas linked? Are some ideas
more important than others? How can their reordering affect the
overall message and what is its effect on the viewers? How does
the opening and concluding take/scene inform the rest of the scenes
in terms of what viewers can expect and what they can come out
with at the end?

4. What is the relationship between the text, the image, and the audio?
How do they contribute to the viewers overall experience (e.g., tone
and mood, theme, and subject matter)? Whether the audience can
understand how, for example, the theme is handled in prose and
picture? Do the text, image and audio complement each other?

Storyboarding works of fiction

When using storyboards with works of fiction several activities
could be wused, including identifying story elements, providing
summaries, comparing different versions of the story, or creating new
versions of the same stories. For example when working on a novel
students could provide summaries for the chapters of the book where

different students are assigned a chapter.

Learning objectives in creating a digital storyboard for literary fiction:

o Determine main ideas and themes and analyse their development
and summarise supporting details to determine story elements.
» Integrate and evaluate content using multimedia tools and formats.

Activity 1: Providing Plot Structure

In the following exercise, figure.1l, using storyboards for Kate
Chopins’ “The Story of an Hour” (see appendix 4), students are required
to visually re-create key events in the story. Not only is this a great way
to teach the parts of the plot, but it reinforces major events and helps
students develop greater understanding of story structures. Students read
the print text for important details and then translate them into a visual

statement. In addition to the pictures, students are required to extract
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guotes and document the page numbers. The captions are as important as

the visuals, this helps students make necessary citations from the text.

FALLING ACTION RESOLUTION
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Students select from the toolbar different scenes and tools to create visual
events, making use of voice narrations, music for dramatic even and
different sound to reflect the surroundings (such as bird singing, etc.).
Students will draw on a host of strategies to determine how the events
unfold, they will need to make predictions and hypotheses about some
details of the story, draw conclusion, use contextual clues and monitor
their comprehension of such details. Students will need to rely heavily
on their understanding of how a story is structured to designate main
ideas and make use of key events and words to make inferences. It is
worth noting that in this story, textual analysis is important as it reveals
different aspects about the events and the characters’ reactions to these
events (for example the reaction of Mrs. Mallard to her husband’s return).

Figure.l. Plot Structure

After students have completed their storyboards, they are
encouraged to share their ideas with their classmates. StoryboardThat has
a feature in which the users can share their work with others. It can also
be helpful to share their creations with other tools like Microsoft Teams.

Students often storyboard similar events in Novel chapters. The
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discussion that they engagein is often a rich interchange of how they
visualized the events, focusing on commonalities and variations of
individual interpretations. Students should be encouraged to provide
justifications behind their choices and assign textual clues/cues. Students
can post theirplot summaries on a shared webpage, a bulletin board, or
any course related page for everyone to see as a graphic book to be stored
for future readings. This is especially important when reading longer
texts, since the visuals provide a graphic summary of the events for
students to remember, making them into graphic novels. See appendix 1
for more details.

Activity 2: Identifying Elements of a Story

Another way of using storyboards with works of fiction is by
making storyboard templates to interpret and explain story elements like
character, characterization, theme(s), irony(s), etc. (see appendix 2 and
3) . This activity works especially well with short stories. Students are
asked to read the text, then create a visual, using quotes from the text
detailing their understanding of the story elements. For example, in the
activity below (figure.2) the students are asked to describe characters,
and their relationships with each other. This activity puts the
responsibility for making textual choices on the students as they search
the text for details which are clues about the characters’ personalities and
actions. By doing this student will make use of facial expressions to
demonstrate how different characters feel about each other, making use
of symbolic meanings and though bubbles (to show verbal ironies).
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Josephine and Richards

Louise Mallard is physically ill, but her heartis not the

only problem she has. When she thinks her husband is

dead, she realizes that it makes her extremely happy to
think about living life without him,

Bently Mallard, the husband of Mrs, Louise Mallard, is Louise's sister, Josephine, and Mr. Bently Mallard's
repanzd to be the victim of a "railroad dlsasler Ahcr friend, Richards, are trying to gently support Mrs.
Mrs. Mallard has realized she is happy he is d, he Mallard while telling her about her husband'’s purported
walks in the door, shocking everyone (esneclally hls wife) demise, They think she will be devastated by the news
with the fact he's alive. and worry about her heart condition.

"The Story of an Hour"
Characters

Figure.2. Characters

Students need to draw on their background knowledge of the world
and make links to other texts (intertextuality). They will ought to pay
attention to textual clues to use as evidence of characterization, by using
characters’ actions and words, and the author’s narrative style.
Inferencing is a useful and highly recommended strategy to draw on for
different aspects of the story. Students choose the characters’ outfits,
facial expressions, and clothes. They can make use of other features like
voice to give more details for their visualizations. Students can work
together as a group by selecting one character each and assigning
missions to each one. Again, the storyboards become the prompt for class
and group discussion, particularly the students’ understanding of each
story element (or in this case character) and how it relates to the others.
Using storyboards in this fashion also becomes an easy way for assessing
students’ ability to identify various story elements and determine links.

Encouraging Multiple Interpretations

We have offered here some suggestions on how to capture students’

visualization of a text and how to interact with a passage using non-
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linguistic representations. The three activities (see appendix 1,2, and 3),
invite for different ways to engage students with visuals. There is no limit
to the different ways a teacher could use to generate interaction,
discussion, and response. An important aspect of using storyboards,
especially digital ones, is that students can make use of many online
resources to search for ideas. Providing interpretation of a scene is part
of its appeal. Storyboarding could be used as pre, while, or post-reading
activity, to brainstorm, organize thoughts, sequence, and for deep

reflection and thinking.

Using storyboards, allows for close reading of a text. The activity
provides learner, especially those who are visual, to make use of their
skills in addition to textual reading. Students can also learn the meta
language to describe their visuals. Most importantly, allowing students
to share their ideas, visions, and interpretations can help them learn that
interpretations are not fixed, and that reading is a transactional process
which is constantly changing with time and exposure to the world, and
that created meanings are subjective and mutable, meaning that readers
can interact with texts in many ways.

Final Reflections

Any innovation is fraught with promises as well as challenges. The
involvement of key stakeholders is often the best way to achieve any
potential promises while addressing and overcoming the many
challenges we face (Waddoups et al., 2001 ). When thinking about
Libya’s current situation and the challenges in moving towards blended
and online learning, both teachers as well as learners (in addition to
institutional partners) are key. The way to move from teacher-centredness
to learner centredness is another issue of concern, but may best be

achieved via technology integration, and now is probably the best way to
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take this seriously. Hence, the need to focus on the teacher and the learner
and not the technology is vital. Through the curricula and practices which
bring teachers and learners together in order to create a more balanced
atmosphere which gives priority to student collaboration, interaction,
individuality, higher-order thinking skills, and independence is of great
Importance. Storyboard, as a digital storytelling tool, can help make this
achievable through deep planning that emphasises the need to make
learning and teaching the focus of instruction, not the technology. So, as
teachers of English literature, we have come to see a balance that spurs
the status que to make a shift and maintain a balance between students,
teachers, and technology, thus giving relevance to teaching and ways of
making learning more effective. As, this paper has come to suggest,
storyboarding and digital storytelling are only means to an end, an end
that values student’ personal responses and shared meaning making. This
only makes our proposal for digitization, a call for reflection and

admiration to what learners can achieve with the help of technology.

Although this paper has made some suggestions about how to make
use of digital storyboarding as an online technique for developing the
Libyan students’ understanding of literary fiction, there are yet other
aspects which need to be addressed for the application of this
technological tool. It is worth researching these aspects by exploring
students’ and teacher’s perceptions of what technology is and what it
brings to the EFL literary class and establishing the relationship between
technology integration and achievement. What’s more, it would be of
great benefitto see the effectiveness of digital storytelling tools, including

storyboards, on the students reading and strategy use.

References

1. Abubaker. F. (2017). The Road to Possibilities: A Conceptual Model



ISSN : 2523 1871 g @3biis dols — alsll il dlao
270 dasall (2020 pubasuii) 48 ssall

for a Program to Develop the Creative Imagination in Reading and
Responding to Literary Fiction (short stories) in Libyan English as a
Foreign Language (EFL) University Classrooms. Unpublished PhD
thesis, University of Glasgow.

2. Ajideh, P. (2003). Schema Theory-based Pre-reading Tasks: A
Neglected Essential in the ESL Reading Class. The Reading Matrix,
3(1), 1-14

3. Ajideh, P. (2006). Schema-theory based considerations on pre-
reading activities in ESP textbooks. The Asian EFL Journal. Teaching
Articles , 16, 1-19.

4. Albirini, A. (2006). Teachers’ attitudes toward information and
communication technologies: the case of Syrian EFL teachers.
Computers & Education, 47(4), 373-398. Elsevier Ltd.

5. Al-Senaidi, Said & Lin, Lin & Poirot, Jim. (2009). Barriers to
adopting technology for teaching and learning in Oman. Computers
& Education. 53. 575-590. 10.1016/j.compedu.2009.03.015.

6. Barnes, M.D., (1996). Using Storyboarding to determine components
of wellness for university students. Journal of American College
Health. 44 (4), 180.

7. Bernauer, J. A. (1995). Integrating technology into the curriculum:
First year evaluation. A paper presented at the annual meeting of the
American Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA.

8. Bernhardt, E. B., & Kamil, M. L. (1995). Interpreting Relationships
between L1 and L2 Reading: Consolidating the Linguistic Threshold
and the Linguistic Interdependence Hypotheses. Applied Linguistics,
16(1), 15-34.

9. Bruce, D. (2011). Framing the Text: Using Storyboards to Engage
Students with Reading.

10.English Journal 100.6 (2011): 78-85.

11.Carrell, P. L. (1991). Second Language Reading: Reading
Ability or Language Proficiency? Applied Linguistics. 12(2), 159
179.

12.Clarke, M. A., & Silberstein, S. (1977). Toward a realization of
psycholinguistic principles in the ESL reading class. Language
Learning, 27(1), 135-154.



ISSN : 2523 1871 g @3biis dols — alsll il dlao
271 dasall (2020 pubasuii) 48 ssall

13.Chen, C. H. (2008). Why do teachers not practice what they believe
regarding technology adoption? The Journal of Educational Research,
102(1), 65-75. https://doi.org/10.3200/JOER.102.1.65-75 C

14.Clarke, M. A. (1980). The short circuit hypothesis of ESL reading—
or when language competence interferes with reading performance.
The Modern Language Journal, 64(2), 203-209.

15.Cummins, J. (1981). Bilingualism and minority-language children:
Language and literacy series. Toronto: Ontario Institute for Studies in
Education. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED 215 557)

16.Diaz-Rico, L. T., & Weed, K. Z. (2006). The crosscultural, language,
and academic development handbook: A complete K-12 reference
guide (3rd ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson Education.

17.Doherty, J., & Coggeshall, K. (2005). Reader’s theatre and
storyboarding: Strategies that include and improve. Voices From the
Middle, 12(4), 37-43.

18.Earle, R. (2002). The Integration of Instructional Technology into
Public Education: Promises and Challenges. Educational
Technology, 42(1), 5-13. Retrieved June 21, 2020, from
www.jstor.org/stable/44428716

19.Eskey, D. E. (2005). Reading in a second language. In E. Hinkel (Ed.),
Handbook of researching second language teaching and learning (pp.
563-580). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates

20.Faltis, C. J., & Coulter, C. A. (2008). Teaching English learners and
immigrant students in secondary schools. Upper Saddle River, NJ:
Pearson Education Gibbons, P. (2002). Scaffolding language,
scaffolding learning: Teaching second language learners in the
mainstream classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

21.Garcia, P. & Rossiter, M. (2010). Digital storytelling as narrative
pedagogy. In D. Gibson

22.B. Dodge (Eds.), Proceedings of Society for Information Technology
& Teacher Education

23.Genereux, A. & Thompson, W. (2008). Lights, camera, reflection!
Digital movies: A tool for reflective learning. Journal of college
science teaching, 37(6), 21-25.

24.Gibbons, P. (2002). Scaffolding language, scaffolding learning:


http://www.jstor.org/stable/44428716

ISSN : 2523 1871 g @3biis dols — alsll il dlao
272 dasall (2020 pubasuii) 48 ssall

Teaching second language learners in the mainstream classroom.
Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

25.Grabe, W. (1991). Current Developments in Second Language
Reading Research. TESOL Quarterly. 25(3), 375-406.

26.Grabe, W. (2009). Reading in a Second Language: Moving from
Theory to Practice.

27.Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

28.Hoffart. N, Doumit. R & Nasser. S. (2016). Use of storyboards as an
active learning strategy in pharmacy and nursing education. Currents
in Pharmacy Teaching and Learning. 8, 876-884

29.Honey, M., Culp, K. M., & Carrigg, F. (2000). Perspectives on
technology and education research: Lessons from the past and
present. Educational Computing Research, 23(1), 5- 14.

30.Iser, W. (1978). The act of reading: A theory of aesthetic response.
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

31.Jenkins, M., & Lonsdale, J. (2007). Evaluating the effectiveness of
digital storytelling for student reflection. Proceedings from ascilite
Singapore 2007, ICT: Providing choices for learners and learning.
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

32.Jounto. A & Mustapha. S. (2016). Libyan Secondary School
Students’ Metacognitive Online Reading Strategies and Their English
Language Performance. International Journal of Humanities and
Social Science Invention. 5 (12) PP.38-48

33.Krashen, S. (1981) Second Language Acquisition and Second
Language Learning. Oxford: Pergamon Press.

34.Lambert J (2006). Digital storytelling: Capturing lives, creating
community. Berkeley, CA: Digital Diner Press.

35.Lillyman. S, Gutteridge. R and Berridge. P. (2011). Using a
storyboarding technique in the classroom to address end of life
experiences in practice and engage student nurses in deeper reflection.
Nurse Education in Practice. 11, 179-185.

36.Lottier, L.F., (986. Storyboarding your way to successful training.
Public Personal Management 15 (4), 421-427.

37.Maddin, E. (2013). Teaching Literary Analysis with Digital



ISSN : 2523 1871 g @3biis dols — alsll il dlao
273 dasall (2020 pubasuii) 48 ssall

Storytelling: An Instructional Approach. Kentucky Journal of
Excellence in College Teaching and Learning. Pp 106- 122.

38.Miller, J & Kim, S. (2015). Digital Storytelling as an Integrated
Approach to Language Learning and Teaching. Language and
Communication Quarterly December 2015, Volume 4, Issues 3-4, pp.
41-55.

39.Mohamed, H. (2017). Intercultural Interactive Processing Model of
Reading English as a Foreign Language Short Fiction in the Libyan
Context. Unpublished PhD, University of Aberdeen.

40.Nuttall. C. (2005). Teaching Reading Skills in a Foreign Language.
Oxford: MacMillan Education.

41.0hler, J. (2008). Digital storytelling in the classroom: New media
pathways to literacy, learning, and creativity. Thousand Oaks, CA:
Corwin.

42.Peel. R. (2014). Challenge and Change in Online Reading: Learners’
Perceptions of Textbooks and Reading Online: A Case Study in the
UAE. In Al-Mahroogi. R & Troudi. S (Eds) Using Technology in
Foreign Language Teaching. Newcastel: Cambridge Scholars
Publishing, (pp134-161).

43.Pitler, H., Hubbell, E., Kuhn, M., & Malenoski, K. (2007). Using
technology with classroom instruction that works. Denver, CO: Mid-
Continent Research for Education and Learning.

44.Prensky, M. (2005). Listen to the natives. Educational Leadership,
63(4), 8-13.

45.Pritchard, R. (1990). The effects of cultural schemata on reading
processing strategies. Reading Research Quarterly, 25(4), 273-329.

46.Rhema, A., & Miliszewska, 1. (2010). Towards e-learning in higher
education in Libya. Issues in Informing Science and Information
Technology, 7(1), 423-437.

47.Robey, E. (Ed.) (1992). Opening the doors : Using technology to
improve education for students with disabilities. Macro International
Inc.

48.Robin, B. (2008). Digital storytelling: A powerful technology tool for
the 21st century classroom. Theory into Practice, 47(3), 220-228. doi:
10.1080/00405840802153916



ISSN : 2523 1871 g @3biis dols — alsll il dlao
274 dssall (2020 pubasuii) 48 ssall

49.Robin, B. (2016). The Power of Digital Storytelling to Support
Teaching and Learning. Digital Education Review. 30, 17-29.

50.Rosenblatt, L. (1978/1994). The Reader, the Text, the Poem: The
Transactional Theory of the Literary Work. Carbondale, IL: Southern
Ilinois Pres.

51.Rumelhart, D.E. (1977). Toward an Interactive Model of Reading. In
Dornic, S (Ed.) Attention and Performance, Vol VI, (pp.573-603).
New York: Academic Press. Rumelhart, D.E. (1980) Schemata: the
building blocks of cognition. In: R.J. Spiro et al. (Eds) Theoretical
Issues in Reading Comprehension, Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

52.Sadik. A. (2008). Digital storytelling: a meaningful technology-
integrated approach for engaged student learning. Educ Technol Res
Dev. 56(4), 487-506

53.Sandars, J., & Murray, C. (2009). Digital storytelling for reflection in
undergraduate medical education: A pilot study. Education for
primary care, 20, 441-444,

54.Smith, F. (1971). Understanding reading: A psycholinguistic analysis
of reading and learning to read. Holt Rinehart & Winston.

55.Smith, F. (2004). Understanding Reading: A Psycholinguistic
Analysis of Reading and Learning to Read (6th Ed). Mahwah, New
Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc

56.Spache, G. (1964). Reading in the Elementary School. Boston: Allyn
and Bacon Inc.

57.Stanovich, K.E. (1980). Toward an interactive-compensatory model
of individual differences in the development of reading fluency.
Reading Research Quarterly, 16:32-71.

58.Wallace. C. (1992). Reading. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

59.Widdowson, H. G. (1975). Stylistics and the Teaching of Literature.
London: Longman Wilhelm, Jeffrey D. (1997). You Gotta BE the
Book: Teaching Engaged and Reflective Reading with Adolescents.
New York: Teachers College.

60.Yaverbaum, G. J., Kulkarni, M., & Wood, C. (1997). Multimedia
Projection: An Exploratory Study of Student Perceptions Regarding
Interest, Organization, and Clarity. Journal of Educational
Multimedia and Hypermedia. 6(2), 139-153.



ISSN : 2523 1871 g @3biis dols — alsll il dlao
275 dasall (2020 pubasuii) 48 ssall

61.Zuniga-Dunlap, C., & Marino-Weisman, E. (2006). Helping English
language learners succeed. Huntington Beach, CA: Shell Education.

Appendices:

Appendix 1: Activity 1 Plot structure
- Storyboard: Story of an Hour by Kate Chopin

Story summary: In Kate Chopin’s "The Story of an Hour", the main character, Mrs. Mallard,
is a married woman with a heart condition. Her husband is away and news comes that he
has perished in a horrific train accident. Her sister gently breaks the news to her, and silently,
Mrs. Mallard rejoices. It turns out that she is not happily married and the thought of freedom
from her bonds of marriage gives her joy. She assumes that she will be playing the mournful
widow, but is she? This is a great story for your middle school students to read!

STUDENT ACTIVITIES FOR THE STORY OF AN HOUR INCLUDE:
1) Plot Diagram 2) Characters 3) Ironic Twist

«  Activityl: plot structure

Type of Assignment:
Individual, Partner, or Group

Type of Activity: Plot

Diagrams and Narrative Arcs | I

|

- CLIMAX FALLING ACTION RESOLUTION
General aim: I T

particular story’s or
drama’s plot unfolds

|
- Describe how a ‘ |
| |

in a series of

episodes as well as how
the characters respond or
change as the plot moves
toward a resolution.

- Determine a theme or central idea of a
text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its
relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective
summary of the text.

Learning outcome: Students will be able to explain the parts of a story using details from the
text.

Activity Overview:

Have your students create a plot diagram of the events from a story on Storyboard That.
Not only is this a great way to teach the parts of the plot, but it reinforces major events
and help students develop greater understanding of literary structures.

In a five-cell storyboard, have students represent the major plot points of this story in sequence

using exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. They should use the
description boxes to explain what is happening during each part. Facial expressions and
different coloring can really bring out the drama of these moments!
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Adopted from: https://www.storyboardthat.com/storyboards/beckyharvey/story-of-an-hour-
plot-diagram

Appendix 2: Activity 2 _Characters
Activity 2: Characters

Type of Assignment: Individual or Partner
Type of Activity: Character Map
General aim:

- Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting
shapes the characters or plot)
- Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision
Specific aim: Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a
story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).

Mrs. Louise Mallard

Bently Mallard | bt d Josephine and Richards

I.a iise Mal mnnsp'ml n,m but her heart is not the
lksllevhusbandl
uud she. mlmmmmmn r extremely happy to
think about living life without him.

Ienl” MlIl-lnl the husband of Mrs. Louise Mallard, i Louise's sister, Josephine, and Mr. Bently Mallard's
to be the victim of a rlilrold disaster Wr friend, Richards, are trying to gently wapn Mrs.
mllarﬁhnn she is happy nolsdcn, he hzlmabomhcr husband's purpor
vulkl in the door shocking everyone (ﬁw‘ﬂ ially his wife) demise.
with the he's alive. an wunv ubout her heart condition.

"The Story of an Hour"
Characters

Activity Overview:
Characters drive the action in any story.

Have students identify the characters of "The Story of an Hour" and use the description
box to explain the character's role in a spider map. Have students choose an appropriate
scene and any props that are important to that character. Students create a short bio for
characters in the story, paying close attention to the feelings and actions of the
characters. Students can also provide detailed information regarding the characters'
actions, how they influence other characters, and how the main character changed over
time.

Adopted from: https://www.storyboardthat.com/storyboards/beckyharvey/story-of-an-hour-
plot-diagram
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Appendix 3: Activity 3 Literary elements (lronic twist)
Activity 3: lronic Twist

- Type of assignment: individual, partner, or group work.

- General Aim: demonstrate an understanding of figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances in word meanings

- Specific aim: demonstrate understanding of types of irony; situational and dramatic.
Activity Overview:

One of the most-taught literary terms is irony. In fiction, and in life, irony is all around.
Common types of irony are: verbal, situational, and dramatic. It is critical that students
distinguish between the types of irony. Asking students to create storyboards that depict each
type of irony makes teaching these elements a breeze.

The entire short story is one long set up for an ironic twist. Have students create a storyboard
using descriptive labels to show what the dramatic and situational irony brought about by the
unexpected end.

Irony Template:

TEXT TEXT

|
>~ ]

"REALITY" IRONIC TWIST
Situational Irony

{ The
difference
between what
is expected to
happen and
what actually 4
happens._

Dramatic Irony

“The reader is
more aware of
what is

happening
than a
character.

Adopted from: https://www.storyboardthat.com/storyboards/beckyharvey/story-of-an-hour-
plot-diagram.
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Appendix 4: ""The Story of An Hour"" by Kate Chopin (1894)

Knowing that Mrs. Mallard was afflicted with a heart trouble, great care was taken to break to
her as gently as possible the news of her husband's death.

It was her sister Josephine who told her, in broken sentences; veiled hints that revealed in
half concealing. Her husband's friend Richards was there, too, near her. It was he who had
been in the newspaper office when intelligence of the railroad disaster was received, with
Brently Mallard's name leading the list of "killed." He had only taken the time to assure
himself of its truth by a second telegram, and had hastened to forestall any less careful, less
tender friend in bearing the sad message.

She did not hear the story as many women have heard the same, with a paralyzed inability
to accept its significance. She wept at once, with sudden, wild abandonment, in her sister's
arms. When the storm of grief had spent itself she went away to her room alone. She would
have no one follow her.

There stood, facing the open window, a comfortable, roomy armchair. Into this she sank,
pressed down by a physical exhaustion that haunted her body and seemed to reach into her
soul.

She could see in the open square before her house the tops of trees that were all aquiver with
the new spring life. The delicious breath of rain was in the air. In the street below a peddler
was crying his wares. The notes of a distant song which some one was singing reached her
faintly, and countless sparrows were twittering in the eaves.

There were patches of blue sky showing here and there through the clouds that had met and
piled one above the other in the west facing her window.

She sat with her head thrown back upon the cushion of the chair, quite motionless, except
when a sob came up into her throat and shook her, as a child who has cried itself to sleep
continues to sob in its dreams.

She was young, with a fair, calm face, whose lines bespoke repression and even a certain
strength. But now there was a dull stare in her eyes, whose gaze was fixed away off yonder
on one of those patches of blue sky. It was not a glance of reflection, but rather indicated a
suspension of intelligent thought.

There was something coming to her and she was waiting for it, fearfully. What was it? She
did not know; it was too subtle and elusive to name. But she felt it, creeping out of the sky,
reaching toward her through the sounds, the scents, the color that filled the air.

Now her bosom rose and fell tumultuously. She was beginning to recognize this thing that
was approaching to possess her, and she was striving to beat it back with her will--as
powerless as her two white slender hands would have been. When she abandoned herself a
little whispered word escaped her slightly parted lips. She said it over and over under hte
breath: "free, free, free!" The vacant stare and the look of terror that had followed it went
from her eyes. They stayed keen and bright. Her pulses beat fast, and the coursing blood
warmed and relaxed every inch of her body.

She did not stop to ask if it were or were not a monstrous joy that held her. A clear and exalted
perception enabled her to dismiss the suggestion as trivial. She knew that she would weep
again when she saw the kind, tender hands folded in death; the face that had never looked
save with love upon her, fixed and gray and dead. But she saw beyond that bitter moment a
long procession of years to come that would belong to her absolutely. And she opened and
spread her arms out to them in welcome.

There would be no one to live for during those coming years; she would live for herself. There
would be no powerful will bending hers in that blind persistence with which men and women
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believe they have a right to impose a private will upon a fellow-creature. A kind intention or
a cruel intention made the act seem no less a crime as she looked upon it in that brief moment
of illumination.

And yet she had loved him--sometimes. Often she had not. What did it matter! What could
love, the unsolved mystery, count for in the face of this possession of self-assertion which
she suddenly recognized as the strongest impulse of her being!

"Free! Body and soul free!" she kept whispering.

Josephine was kneeling before the closed door with her lips to the keyhold, imploring for
admission. "Louise, open the door! I beg; open the door--you will make yourself ill. What
are you doing, Louise? For heaven's sake open the door."

"Go away. | am not making myself ill." No; she was drinking in a very elixir of life through
that open window.

Her fancy was running riot along those days ahead of her. Spring days, and summer days,
and all sorts of days that would be her own. She breathed a quick prayer that life might be
long. It was only yesterday she had thought with a shudder that life might be long.

She arose at length and opened the door to her sister's importunities. There was a feverish
triumph in her eyes, and she carried herself unwittingly like a goddess of Victory. She clasped
her sister's waist, and together they descended the stairs. Richards stood waiting for them at
the bottom.

Some one was opening the front door with a latchkey. It was Brently Mallard who entered,
a little travel-stained, composedly carrying his grip-sack and umbrella. He had been far from
the scene of the accident, and did not even know there had been one. He stood amazed at
Josephine's piercing cry; at Richards' quick motion to screen him from the view of his wife.

When the doctors came they said she had died of heart disease--of the joy that kills.

Grammar in Language Teaching
The Missing Balance
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Abstract

The teaching of grammar is a basic element in any language
teaching/learning process world-wide. This article addresses the question
of how much grammar we need and, in some extreme cases, whether we
need to teach grammar at all. The article concentrates in its early part on
the proper definition of grammar and how it is to be conceived. Then a
move is made to present the two controversial issues of how much or
how little grammar we need to teach as well as the role that grammar can
play in any communicative act. The writer does not take any specific
stance, for or against the teaching of grammar. Instead a brief review is
presented highlighting the views of people who are authorities in the field
to reflect their ideas and believes on issues regarding grammarfull and
grammarless teaching. The above-mentioned views reflected a general
agreement, though to different extents, on the importance of grammar
and they also showed a general inclination towards striking a balance
between the two trends of grammarfull and grammarless teaching.
Consequently, a brief part of the article is given to highlighting the
importance of such balance. Due to interest and concerns for which there
Is neither the place nor the time to be addressed in this article, it was
almost impossible for the writer to discuss such an issue without shading
some light on the Libyan situation. Consequently, the article ends with a

very brief idea on the teaching of grammar in the Libyan context.
Key words: Grammar - Language Teaching

Grammar in Language Teaching: The Missing Balance
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There can hardly be any dispute amongst teachers and textbook
writers on the vital role that grammar plays in our day-to-day
communicative acts. The issues that made grammar controversial since
the emergence of the Communicative Approach always centered on the
place of grammar in language teaching, how much grammar,
pedagogical or scientific grammar, explicit or implicit presentation of

grammatical items, and so on.

This diversity of views is a healthy sign that shows how dynamic
the field of language teaching is. However; this positive feature led to a
confusion even on defining the term ‘grammar’ itself. Higgs (1985:289)
highlights this when he says that we all use the term grammar frequently
“yet, as one reads the professional literature and attends workshops and
conferences, it becomes clear that although the term ‘grammar’ is
frequently discussed or written about, the meanings that are ascribed to
it vary widely.” Therefore; one feels that it is advisable to start by

defining the term grammar.

1. Definition of Grammar

The way grammar is defined depends largely on the way it is
viewed. For example, Lock (1996:1) Defines grammar as “ a set of rules
which specify all the possible grammatical structures of language.” Here,
Lock states that if we approach grammar in such a manner, then our
primary concern is with ‘forms of grammatical structures’ rather than
their meanings. When viewed in such capacity it is labeled as ‘formal
grammar.” Lock (ibid.) continues to state that another approach *
analyzes grammar to discover how it is organized to allow speakers and
writers to make and exchange meanings.” From this function-based view

of grammar comes the label ‘functional grammar.” Ur adopts the same
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line of viewing grammar on the functional basis. She defines grammar
as “ the way a language manipulates and combines words (or bits of

words) in order to form longer units of meaning.”

Long before Lock (1996) and Ur (1988), Chomsky (1965:76) gives

an overall definition of grammar when he says:

A grammar attempts to account for the ability of the speaker to
understand an arbitrary sentence of his language and to produce an
appropriate sentence on a given situation. If pedagogic grammar it
attempts to provide a student this ability, if a linguistic grammar it aims
to discover and exhibit the mechanisms that make this achievement

possible.

McEldowney (1989) adopts a clear-cut communicative view of
grammar as she says “grammar can be defined as the tool by which we
communicate. It marks what it is that lexical words refer to and it marks
the relationship between them. We use grammar as the means of

encoding and decoding messages.”

The above-stated definitions, of course, lead us to look at the issue
of grammar and language teaching to locate the exact place of grammar
and see how much or how little of it we need to insert in the

teaching/learning process.

Most of the English language learners, and may be so many
language teachers, believe that a good knowledge of grammar would
most certainly lead to a good command of English. The question of
whether this is a valid claim or not remains controversial. The general
view, however, is and has always been, that grammar is an essential

component of any language teaching program. For consolidating such a
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view there are two questions that need to be answered in a clear and

convincing manner.

The questions are: “Why has grammar teaching become
questionable?’ and ‘How much grammar should be taught?’ Before
answering these two questions, let us shed some light on the importance

of grammar in language teaching.

2. The Importance of Grammar

Acknowledging the importance of teaching grammar, and at the
same time highlighting the problem of grammarful teaching, Swan
(2002:148) says “Grammar is important, but most of the time, in most
parts of the world, people probably teach too much of it.” Sawn (ibid.)
goes on to identify seven reasons for teaching too much of grammar.

These reasons can be summarized as follows:

2.1 Because it is there, i.e. it is an essential part of any language
teaching textbook. Consequently; teachers cannot afford ignoring
it.

2.2. It’s tidy. Here Sawn (ibid.) emphasizes that grammar is more
“tidy and relatively more teachable” when compared with other

language textbook components.

2.3 It’s testable: Swan (ibid.) states that "it is time-consuming and
difficult to design and administer tests which measure overall
progress and attainment.” In comparison with this, grammar tests
are ‘relatively simple.’ It is for this reason that grammar tests are
used as what Swan describes as “testing short-cut.” Swan concludes

by saying “ so we can easily end up just teaching what can be tested
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(mostly grammar) and testing what we have taught (mostly

grammar.)”

2.4 Grammar as a security blanket: Here Sawn describes grammar
as ‘reassuring and comforting’. This is because grammar gives the
target students the feeling of being able to understand and control
what actually happens during the teaching/learning process
regardless of the fact that this feeling is misleading or as Swan calls
it ‘illusory’. It is because ‘structural competence is only a
proportion of what is involved in the mastery of a language.” Swan
(2002).

2.5 It formed my character: During their schooling time particularly
when studying language, language teachers spend so much time
memorizing and trying to master purely structural items. This gives
those teachers a very profound feeling of how important is. Such a
feeling causes grammar to be an essential part of their day-today

teaching.

2.6 You have to teach the whole system: Swan (2002:148) says
“people often regard grammar as a single interconnected system,
all of which has to be learnt if it is to work properly.” However, he
describes this as ‘allusion’ because grammar is an accumulation of
different elements.  Consequently, he recommends teaching
selected subsystems because issues regarding students’ previous
knowledge of grammar, time available, and what is important

should be considered before we select what to teach.

2.7 Power: some teachers enjoy being powerful due to the fact that
they know much more than their students and they are always right.
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Swan (2002:148) emphasizes that “grammar is the area where this

mechanism operates more successfully.”

Another authority in the field who stresses belief in grammar is
Rivers (1981). In the course of her criticism of the trend belittling the
role of grammar, with direct reference to Krashen’s model, Rivers (1981)
sums up her strong belief in grammar in four points that can be

summarized as follows:

a. Even though specialists claim that there is no need for teaching

grammar, grammar is there.

b. Grammar is the frame within which languages operates.
Therefore; to dissolve such frame is to kill the capacity of

operating.

c. To claim that there is no need to teach grammar is illogical or, as
she puts it, “is like saying that we can have a chicken walking

around without bones.”

d. Without grammar, we can have no communication as there

would be no agreement on accepted forms to convey meanings.

The notion of grammar importance is further confirmed by
McEIldowney (1989:23) when she says that grammar “is the tool, or the

code which we use to encode and decode messages.”

Stating the importance of grammar in the language
teaching/learning process can go on and on. However; due to the space
available for this article, one feels that it is enough to suffice with the
views of the above referred to authorities.
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Having stated how important the teaching of grammar is, the issue
that needs to be addressed is ‘how much grammar should be taught and
how should it be taught? To answer this question, let us view two
opposing extremes in language teaching: grammarfull teaching and

grammarless teaching.

3. Grammarful Teaching

The failure of the structurally-based syllabuses to produce efficient
users of the target language led to criticism being waged against the
necessity and usefulness of teaching grammar at all by people like
Krashen (1982) and Prabhu (1982). It is worth mentioning here that the
criticism of presenting rules explicitly and detached from any meaning
dates from a few years before both Krashen (1982) and Prabhu (1982)
with different views of what language is and why language is taught and
how should it be taught as well as the benefit of teaching grammar as an
essential part of any language syllabus.Wilkins (1976:1) says that “to a
considerable extent the different ways of structuring courses reflect
different ways of looking at the objectives of language teaching.”
Wilkins (ibid.) said this at a time when a teaching era in which
grammatical components were the dominant elements was coming to an

end, or to be more realistic, was becoming out of fashion.

The profession was experiencing the phenomenon of language
learners who are linguistically competent but communicatively
incompetent to say the least. A point echoed by Swan (2002) when he
states that grammar teaching “has been called into question’ due to the
fact that students, due to grammarfull teaching, became capable of
memorizing lists of grammar rules without being able to ‘ask for a cup

of coffee.’
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Going to Wilkins, it has to be pointed out that Wilkins’s criticism
of the structurally-based syllabuses should not be viewed as a denial of
grammar’s place in the teaching/learning process of any given target
language. In fact, Wilkins does not deny in any way that grammar has a
role to play and a place to occupy in the teaching/learning process. He
simply draws attention to the fact that “language learning is not complete
when the content of a grammatical syllabus has been mastered.”
(Wilkins: 1976:8). A living prove of this is found in the performance of
the Libyan secondary school students who, when joining the university,
can hardly say anything in proper English when they get involved in any
communicative act regardless of the fact that they have eight years of

studying English behind them. So, the question becomes  Why is this?’

Wilkins (ibid.), although, of course, not referring to the Libyan
case, asserts that in grammatical syllabi, the targeted grammatical items
are usually presented as sets of forms and ‘rarely as a set of meanings’.
Another reason that Wilkins sees for viewing the grammatical syllabi as
inadequate is the fact that “Even when we have described the
grammatical (and lexical) meaning of a sentence we have not accounted
for the way in which it is used as an utterance.” (ibid.10) he goes on to
state that even in attempting to insert some communicative elements into
the teaching of the basically grammatical syllabi by making our teaching
or presentation of the structural item situation-based, the language that
the learners rehearse in the classroom may be “inadequately related to
what is needed in the situation in which they may actually want to use
the language” (ibid.12).

So what then? As this article addresses the place of grammar in
language teaching, it is worthwhile to mention that for the replacement

of grammatically language teaching, Wilkins suggests an alternative for
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both the grammatical syllabus as well as the situational syllabus. Here |
have to acknowledge that this type of demand for a change took place a
long time ago. The reason that makes me take this as the main point of
this article is that the echo and the result of such an argument are still
very impacting to the day. Going back to the continuation of the article,
it has to be pointed out that Wilkins never denied that in both syllabuses
languages are learned for the purpose of communication. His criticism
was that the above-stated syllabi do not provide the target learner with

the communicative capacity needed.

The alternative suggested by Wilkins was the ‘Notional Syllabus’
which, as he claims, does not overlook the communicative capacity as it
takes it as the ‘starting point’. Wilkins asserts that the superiority of the
Notional Syllabus over the Situational Syllabus and the Grammatical
Syllabus stems from the fact that “it takes the communicative facts of
language into account from the beginning without losing sight of

grammatical and situational factors” (ibid.19).

However, one cannot overlook the fact that Notional Syllabus has
its own drawbacks. As what matters within the limitations of this article
iIs whether grammar has lost its vital position in the language
teaching/learning process, those drawbacks are left for, hopefully,

another related article.

To look at the position of grammar after the emergence of the
communicative approach and giving prominence to the communicative
purposes, let us shed some light on the views of those who are authorities

in the field of language teaching/learning.

The trend of using grammar for communicative purposes and

therefore presenting it in a meaningful communicative context has been
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gaining supporters by the day. Harmer (1995:22) acknowledges that
“knowledge of grammar is essential for competent users of a language.”
He emphasizes that what we aim for in teaching a language should be to
ensure that target students become communicative users of the grammar

they learn.

Brumfit (1981:91) expresses his belief in grammar being a
communicative tool when he says “grammar has always been seen as a
mean to a communicative end.” A similar view is adopted by Ur (1988)
who states that the necessity of a knowledge of grammar whether explicit
or implicit, is beyond doubt, and goes to emphasize the communicative
role of grammar when she says that grammar “may furnish the basis for
a set of classroom activities during which it becomes temporarily the
main learning objective” (ibid.5). She asserts that the key word here in
‘temporarily’. By this she calls for a long-term view of grammar to be
seen “as one of the means of acquiring a thorough mastery of the
language as a whole, not as an end itself” (ibid.). let us look at the other

extreme.

4.‘Grammarless’ Teaching

As an example of the grammarless teaching proponents, | will

single out two of the most influential authorities: Krashen and Prabhu.

In his monitor model, Krashen (1983) rejected conscious
instruction of grammar arguing that what learners learn cannot be
transferred into acquired knowledge that people use when
communicating. Addressing the question of how, then, can forms be
acquired, Krashen (ibid.) argues that grammatical forms can be acquired
by using suitable ‘input’. This input must be beyond the learner’s level

to create an appropriate environment for processing, understanding, then
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acquiring. Therefore, Krashen (1982:83) emphasizes that language
teaching should ‘focus on encouraging acquisition’. By this he means
that what we should do to provide the type of input that the language
users would capitalize on or stimulate is what he calls “the subconscious
language acquisition potential all human being have (ibid.). However,
Krashen does not deny the role that ‘conscious’ learning can play. To
him grammar is no more than the focus or to use his words ‘the leader
player in the play’. The assumption on which Krashen’s model is based
is that:

Throughout history, man has learned to use languages other than
his native tongue for communicating with members of other language
groups and other cultures. It is unlikely that much use was made of
formal grammar studies to aid his task since it is doubtful such studies or

even such knowledge existed (Krashen and Terrell: 1983:7).

Despite casting some doubt on making use of formal grammar
studies for performing communicative acts, Krashen and Terrell give
formal grammar or, to put it in a wider prospect, conscious learning of
the role of monitoring. They claim that language learning can only be
used in its capacity as an editor, or what they call ‘a monitor’. They say
“we use acquisition when we initiate sentences in second language, and
bring in learning only as a kind of after-thought to make alternations and

corrections” (ibid.18).

Krashen and Terrell (ibid.) refer to the fact that in natural
conversation the conditions of time, concern with correctness and
knowing the rules which are necessary to monitor and make alternations
and correctness are rarely observed. They claim that in any natural

conversation the speaker’s attention is on what is said and how it is said.
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However, they acknowledge the fact that the monitor (the learned
knowledge) is of a great use and help in grammar tests and other forms
of written language because “performers do have time to apply conscious
knowledge of the second language and can use this knowledge to

improve the form of their output by monitoring” (ibid.:19).

Pienemann (1989) takes a more radical view arguing for ‘zero
instruction’ and claiming that there is a natural sequence for acquisition

of forms that would not be affected by conscious learning of grammar,

Another opponent of grammar being the focus of the
teaching/learning process is Prabhu, the originator of Bangalore
Communicational ELT Project. Brumfit (1984:234) quoting Prabhu
(1982), says that “the basic assumption underlying the project is that
‘form is best learnt when the learner’s attention is on meaning.” By this
Prabhu means that the systemization of the language input using a
linguistically organized syllabus was regarded in India to be less than
useful in developing the grammatical competence. Consequently, “the
development and exercise of grammatical competence was viewed as an
internal self-regulating process.” Furthermore, “effort to exercise
competence in response to a need to arrive at or convey meaning was
viewed as favourable condition”(Ibid.) for the development of the
grammatical competence. Prabhu (ibid.) argues that teaching
grammatical items should be done through the use of a task-based

process the aim of which is the meaning and not the form.

However; Prabhu says that “success in doing tasks involve more
than linguistic competence in one sense, and less in another” (Ibid.68).
What Prabhu means to say is that the process of understanding, thinking,

etc. which he describes as ‘necessary in accomplishing the task’ are
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supported by the way tasks are structured, with a limitation of possible

b

interpretations and outcomes, ...’

Having viewed the two approaches, one would conclude that
despite arguing for ‘grammarful’ or ‘grammarless’ teaching, grammar is

there to stay and what is needed is a balance between the two extremes.

5. Striking the Balance

One can see no harm in having a midway approach that makes the
grammatical item the temporarily focus of the teaching/learning process
only to furnish the basis for classroom’s communicative activities as
suggested by Ur (1998). However, it can be said that “the second half of
the 1980s saw a partial reinstatement of grammar, both in mother tongue
teaching and in the teaching of English as a second or foreign language”
Tonkyn (1994:5). The trend of reinstating grammar prevailed until today
although it has to be stated that grammar remained an essential element
in language teaching even during the period it witnessed a solid
campaign being waged against it. This is confirmed by Tonkyn (ibid.)
who says that “for many teachers, grammar had never gone away. The
conservatism of some and the canny eclecticism of many others
maintained the tradition of explicit teaching of grammar even when such

teaching was officially out of fashion.”

McEldowney (1989:23) asserts the importance of grammar in
communication when she defines grammar as “the tool, or the code
which we use to encode and decode messages.” Ellis (1994:659) likewise
emphasizes the importance of the marriage between form and function
in formal instruction when she says “formal instruction combined with
opportunities to experience the structures in communication appears to

produce the best results.” She goes to say “it is not yet clear which kind
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of instruction works better but there is evidence to suggest that focusing
on learners’ attention on forms and the meaning they realize in the
context of communicative activities results in successful learning.”
Doughty and William (1998:261) give an assertion of a similar nature
when they say “whatever the pedagogical decision at hand, the primary
concern of the teacher should always be the question of how to integrate

attention to form and meaning.”

Ellis’s call for the integration of form and communication is echoed
by Doughty and William (1998:197) who, having stated that * the
fundamental goal in classroom is to teach language”, say that “the larger
context of interpreting focus-on-form (FonF research must be the act of

communication and development of communicative competence.”

6. Grammar in the Libyan Teaching Context

Although this article is not basically about English language
teaching in the Libyan context, being so interested and concerned forces
us to safely concluded that the grammarless teaching is neither feasible
nor useful as far as the Libyan context is concerned for the following

reasons:

6.1 The Libyan learner comes in contact with English as a school
subject for the first time at the fourth grade of his elementary
schooling when he is 10/11 years old. His sole source of input is
the classroom. Therefore; without a frame that governs and
organizes the input he gets no proper communication can take
place. The reason for this is that grammatical and lexical items and
all other factors or elements involved in the communicative process
will not have the interrelation needed for working together to make

what is said means what it is meant to mean.
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6.2 Even at the secondary stage (age 16-18), when learners have
had at least five to six years of English, grammarful teaching cannot
be useful because complete attention to the grammar of the
language being used would probably lead to what we can call
pidginized or fossilized interlanuage. There can be guaranteed that
this will not be the case with Libyan learners at the secondary stage
If agrammarless communicative teaching approach is to be adopted
in the Libyan school. On the other hand, it has to be acknowledged
that it is obvious that the ‘grammarfull’ teaching approach currently
adopted in the teaching of English as a foreign language at the
Libyan school fails to produce efficient English language users

upon the completion of the pre-university level.

6.3The most influential factor that makes adopting grammarless
teaching out of question is the fact that both centralized and
localized examinations are usually basically grammar-based a thing
that goes in line with what is usually being taught within the

classroom i.e. grammar.
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Abstract

Errors are a fundamental part of language acquisition. Researchers
have examined the learners’ errors to understand the process of second
language acquisition. Findings suggest that understanding the sources
errors can contribute to better second language teaching practices. The aim
of this study paper is therefore to give a brief account of the types,
techniques and treatment of second language learners' errors, with
reference to paragraph writing. The data for this study were seventeen
students at the under graduate level — University of Benghazi. The data for
this study was collected via assignment given to the students in which they
were asked to write a paragraph describing a family member. The results
show that students at the department of English encounter serious problems
related to paragraph writing; the total number of errors that Libyan students
made were 97 error. The maximum number of errors were made in spelling
was 44 which came to 45.3% of errors. On the other hand, the minimum
number of errors in writing recorded in this study was in the wrong use of
‘capitalization’. The total number of errors in the use of capitalization was

1, which constituted 1.0 % of errors.
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second language acquisition.
1. Introduction

Langan (2004, p11) defines paragraph as " a series of sentences
about one main idea or a point". These sentences work as providing
specific details to support that main point. Langan also states that the essay
does the same thing the paragraph does. However, the difference between
them is that the paragraph is a sequence of sentences around one main idea

while the essay is a sequence of paragraphs about one main idea.

Since many instructors and second language researchers believe that
writing is one of the most difficult skill, it is acceptable that learners make
errors when they learn a second or foreign language. In fact, English
language differs in many aspects from the Arabic language. Therefore, it
Is possible for Arab students to commit some errors or face difficulties in
their learning process. Teachers always try to understand why some
learners repeat the same error. Especially when such mistakes have been
explained to them. However, some second language research believe that
errors can be seen as positive aids to learning, Norrish (1983, p 6) argued
that “ the error itself may actually be a necessary part of learning a

language.”

Since mistakes are of different nature and resources, number of
studies have conducted by second language researchers in order to fully
understand the nature of errors and carefully analyze errors that individuals
make in the process of learning a foreign language. In fact, teachers can
get feedback of errors in classroom; such feedback will allow them to adopt
some remedial procedures that accelerate the process of acquiring a second

language.
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2. Literature Review

2.1 Error Analysis

Imssalem (2001, p 181) states that until the late sixties, the
dominant view of language learning in both applied linguistics research
and language teaching and learning was behavioristic, which viewed
learning as " habit formation, and learning was a matter of acquiring a set
of new language habits". Therefore, errors were considered as being the
result of the persistence of existing mother tongue habits in the new
language. In other words, errors are the result of negative transference of
mother tongue habits into the new language. She adds that the technique
that the behaviorists used was called Contrastive Analysis and this analysis
was seen as central regarding foreign language teaching. However, the
Contrastive Analysis was criticized as being not fully useful because of its
limited view not only from the point that there is no entirely described
languages to permit complete comparison but also the Contrastive Analysis

cannot predict the nature of the mother tongue interference.

As a reaction of contrastive analysis theory, error analysis is based
on the assumption that learners’ errors are not only because that the learner
is transferring the first language’s patterns and forms into the target
language, but also they are reflection of some learning attitudes . Erdogan
(2005, p262) argued, “ Error analysis, a branch of applied linguistics,
emerged in the sixties to demonstrate that learner errors were not only
because of the learners’ native language but also they reflected some
universal learning strategies”. In addition, Wu & Garza (2014, p1027)

state, “Error Analysis is a type of approach to analyzed a second/ foreign
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language learners’ speech or written performance”. Moreover, Imssalem
(2001, p187) asserts, " is considered an evidence of a system which the

second language learner is using although it is not a desired system".

Ellis and Barkhuizen (2005, p24) refer to the difference between
errors and mistakes. They declare that teachers and researchers must
distinguish that mistakes are due to "memory lapse, physical states,
psychological conditions” and that they do not reflect a defect in the
linguistic knowledge of the first or second speaker of the language.
However, errors reveal the underlying knowledge of the language of the

second language learner.

2.2 Previous studies

Khansir (2013) compared and examined types of written errors such
as paragraph, punctuation, articles, spelling, and conjunction by Iranian
EFL and Indian ESL leaners. The researcher collected his data from 200
under graduate students. The results show that most of the errors were
made in punctuation, and the minimum number of errors were committed
in spelling. He argued that ... the findings of this study revealed that the
occurrence of all errors types found here any proportionally related to the
knowledge of the subjects on the basis of English writing.” (Khansir, 2013,
p369).

Wu and Garza (2014) conducted another study to investigate five
6th grade EFL leaners’ writing errors in English through email
communication. The participants’ writings in this study were examined
carefully and followed by error taxonomy such as grammatical, lexical,
semantic, and mechanic errors. After the data has been analyzed, the results
showed that the interlingual/transfer errors, which the learners made, were

more than those of intralingual/development errors, this was properly due
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to first language interference i.e. students used their native language’s rules
and pattern in the second language. Furthermore, EIl-Bouri (2003)
investigated the writing problems of Libyan learners of English as a foreign
language in University of Benghazi (previously known as Garyounis
University). She found that the students are not able to communicate their
ideas through writing. She attributed the findings to the lack of language

and writing skills.

Another study was conducted by El-fadil (2009) to analyze,
categorize, and explain the points of deficiencies that third year students in
the Department of English at University of Benghazi (Garyounis
University) encounter in writing thesis statements in English essays. The
results show that the third year students in the Department of English had
serious problems in dealing with writing good and correct thesis statements

on both levels of language and writing.

2.3 Types of Errors in Writing

In general, English learners make various types of errors in their
writings , these distinct types can be generally subsumed under three major
categories: the lexical, grammatical, and mechanical. Some types of the
commonly committed writing errors in English language are presented

follows:
2.3.1 Lexical Errors

This type of error involves the use of an inappropriate word
or vocabulary, this means that the learner have selected a word in his
written sentence which does not belong to the linguistic context in
terms of meaning. Ellis, (1994, p 58) states that, “Lexical errors are
the most frequently occurring category of errors in written English.

They significantly affect the quality of academic writing and native
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speakers consider them the most irritating." Furthermore, Hemchua
& Schmitt (2006, p 3) argue that “ When inappropriate lexical
choices are made (lexical errors), this can lead directly to
misunderstanding of the message, or at least to an increase in the

burden of interpreting the text.

Additionally, Lexical errors in English learners’ writings are
of different types for instance, formal miss selection, miss
formations, distortions , confusion of sense relations, collocation
errors, connotation errors and stylistic errors. (Hemchua & Schmitt,
2006)

2.3.2 Grammatical Errors

Grammarians refer to the wrong use of forms such as, a
misplaced modifier or an inappropriate verb tense as grammatical

errors. “Also called a usage error” (Dulay, Burt, and Krashen, 1982,
p4).

Furthermore, grammar, as a very important aspect of the
English language in general and in English writing in particular, can
be a very difficult element to acquire. This is not only because these
grammatical rules are of huge in number and the learners need to
remember them all in order to write error-free sentences, but also
because these rules or structures are not shared by or common to
their native languages, so confusion usually occurs on the part of the

learners.

Moreover, there are so many examples of grammatical errors
in writing some of which are, errors related to subject—verb
agreement, verb tense, number (singular — plural), misplaced

modifier, run on sentences, wrong use of articles, wrong use of
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models, wrong use of prepositions, sentence fragments and

incomplete comparisons. (Norrish, 1983).
2.3.3 Spelling Errors

Usually as a type of grammatical errors in writing, spelling
mistakes or errors can be defined as, “an error in the conventionally
accepted form of spelling a word” (Collins English Dictionary,
2020).

According to Ismail et al. (2013), English spelling can be
tricky, even for English speakers. Some of the most commonly

misspelled words are:

e A commodation /incorrect /
e Accommodation /correct /

e Acheive /incorrect /

e Achieve [correct /

e Adress sincorrect /

e Address /correct /
2.3.4 Wrong Use of Prepositions

Although this type of errors is mainly considered as a type of
grammatical errors in writing but its frequency in English learners’
errors is remarkable and the following are some very common

examples:

e | can not agree to you in this situation (incorrect)
e | can not agree with you in this situation (correct)
e He agreed with my demands (incorrect)

e He agreed to my demands (correct)

e She is waiting for the arrived of her friend (incorrect)
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e She is waiting for the arrived of her friend (correct)
e The flight will depart in 8.00 am (incorrect)
e Theflight will depart at 8.00 am /correct/. (Emma, 2018, p.1)

2.3.5 Wrong Use of Articles

The wrong use of articles is a type of errors, which is usually
related to grammar, but it constitutes a great part of the English
students' writing. The errors in articles “has been classified under
three main headings: Omission of articles, redundant of articles, and
wrong choice of articles” (Elmahdi, 2015, p 29). Some examples of

the incorrect use of articles are:

e We live in village (incorrect)
e We live in a village (correct)
e He is best player in the team (incorrect)

e He is the best player in the team (correct)
2.3.6 Wrong Use of Punctuation

According to Picard (2017), the most frequent errors in

punctuation are:

— Omitting commas for nonessential elements:

This means that any nonessential clauses or should be
written between two commas, and English learners often omit

these commas in their writing resulting in an error.

— Splicing the comma:

This occurs if the learner or any other English writer
put a comma in a place where a full stop should be used, such

as between two independent clauses.
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= Joining sentences with a colon

= Using too many commas.

= Writing run-on sentences.

= Putting a colon after a fragment.

= Putting sentence — ending punctuation outside of
quotes.

= Using oxford commas inconsistently.

=  Mixing up (it's) and (its).

= Adding extra apostrophes.

= Not hyphenating words serving as a single adjective.

=  Omitting a comma after (e.g.) or (i.e.).

= Hyphenating adverbs that end in (-ly) (Picard, 2017).

2.3.6 Capitalization

The most known rule about capitalization is that one should
capitalize the first letter of the sentence, but some learners of English
sometimes fail to apply this important rule, resulting in errors such

as.

e The museum is magnificent. [incorrect/

e The museum is magnificent /correct/

e Because he is cold, My friend is wearing a jacket /incorrect/
Because he is cold, my friend is wearing a jacket /correct/.

3. Controlling Errors

Imssalem (2000, p 197), stated that “The majority of error analysts
have given little or no attention to how to control errors.” Although
linguists have given great evaluations of learners’ errors. However, The
inquiry as to how learners can communicate in the target language free

from error? Still emerges. (Imssalem,2000).
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Corder (1981) is one of the few linguists who describes the role of
error analysis in guiding the correcting procedures and remedial actions,
which must be applied to edit and control the unsatisfactory linguistic
production of the second language learners, and he in this concern suggests

two valid points:

e Effective remedial teaching requires understanding of the nature of
the learners’ difficulties. In other words, only when we know why

an error has been produced, we can deal with it in a systematic way.

e Reteaching the items of the language which have proven to be the
problem by using the same method and the same material is usually
not productive. This is especially true of those errors which result
from the method of teaching in the first place. (Corder, 1981).

Moreover, McEldowney (as cited in Imssalem, 2000, p 198-199) in her

approach to controlling errors, she suggests the following considerations

and procedures adapted from:

1. Basing learning materials on pedagogic description instead of
contrastive one. learning materials should be arranged in the way
students learn, and not based on contrastive teaching which compares
the target language to the mother tongue; this means that they should
introduce present simple before past simple and past simple before any
continuous tenses and not as contrastive linguistics presents language
by introducing all simple tenses together and contrasting them with their
counterparts in the other language.

2. Arranging the insights provided by a normal linguistic description for
pedagogic purpose. Meaning using information from linguistics in a
way that makes them teachable, in other words, teaching the students to

use the language instead of just teaching them about it.
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3. Establishing clear meaning for each redundant item according to
communicative purpose. There are items may confuse the learners due
to redundancy, such as final [s] and final [d], but their meaning can be
found in the communicative purpose they serve, so when presenting
said items, the teacher should make their communicative purpose clear
to the learners.

4. Contextualization of grammatical items in a linguistic context.
Grammatical items should be taught in contextualized sentences rather
than in single sentences meaning that the teacher should put the items
in a real and meaningful context to try to give a real communicative
value to the language, and to help the learner recall the learned
information later on.

4. Correcting Errors

Despite the fact that error correction is a very important aspect in the
learning, but overdoing it may result in de-motivating the students. For that
reason, teachers should have awareness on how to give the students a
corrective feedback in a way that would not cause any frustration to the
students. (Holley & King, 1971).

In addition, Tedick and Gortari (1998) present the following various
procedures of correcting errors:

1. Explicit Correction: where the teacher clearly points out that the
students’ language was incorrect, then he or she presents the correct
form.

2. Recast: where the teacher reformulates the student’s error, or
presents the correct form without a direct indication that the
student’s linguistic output was incorrect.

3. Clarification request: the teacher indicates that the student’s

utterance was incorrect or that the message has not been understood,
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by using phrases like: “Excuse me?” or “I do not understand”, t0
show that a repetition or reformulation is needed.

4. Meta-Linguistic Clues: the teacher provides comments or questions
related to the formation of the students’ output, without providing
the correct form. For example, “Do we say it like that?”

5. Elicitation: it differs from meta-linguistic clues in that elicitation
questions require more than yes or no answers. The teacher elicits
the correct form from the student by asking direct questions such as:
“ How do we say that in Arabic?” , by pausing to give the students

L3

a chance to complete the teacher’s sentence by using phrases like
say that again” or “ rewrite the sentence again.”

Furthermore, there are five more techniques listed by Wingfield
(1975) concerning effective and suitable correcting of the students’

errors:

1. The teacher gives signs to enable the students to self-correct.

2. The teacher corrects the script.

3. The teacher could write the errors in the margin of the student’s
paper and write notes.

4. The teacher might need to explain to the students individually.

5. The teacher could illustrate and explain the error to the whole class.

6. Repetition: the teacher draws attention to the student’s error by
repeating it and adjusting the intonation.

5. Methodology

The current study investigates the writing errors that undergraduate
students made during the fall semester (2019-2020). The researchers of this
study adopted a qualitative methodology, which involves data collection
and data analysis. Following data analysis, remedial procedures will be
suggested.
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5.1 Participants

The sample for this study consisted of seventeen Libyan
English major students at the third semester of the Faculty of
Languages in the University of Benghazi. They were chosen
randomly to grantee the maximum level of reliability. Although, it
Is worth to mention that all participants speak Arabic language as
their first language and were received the same formal instruction of
English as they were in high school. Consequently, they almost have
no chance to participate English outside their classroom. Participants
were similar in age (19-20 years old). Therefore, they were able to

produce data for analysis.
5.2 Data Collection Procedures

To collect data, the participants were asked to write a
paragraph in which they describe one of their family member. They
also were given a framework of notes that they can follow to help
them generate more ideas and write more sentences, which is
required at their level, in which they are familiar with writing only
one paragraph, the information included: {The relation, physical
features, education, job, and hobbies.}. This section focuses on those

writings and tries to give an analysis of the errors found there.
5.4 Data Analysis

After the data were collected, the researchers adopted the
following steps to analyze the data. First, each paragraph was
examined word by word and sentence by sentence. Then, researchers
created coding categories based on the writing samples. Secondly,
they counted the number of errors and classified them as mentioned

in the table below.
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5.4.1 Error ldentification and Categorization

Identifying and categorizing errors constitute the first
step and the solid foundations for analyzing them effectively.
In this aspect, Imssalem (2001) asserts, these errors are
universal regardless of the learner's language backgrounds
and that they are due to the nature of the target language or to
the methodology of teaching. Consequently, after collecting
data from the participants. The samples were analyzed and

illustrated in the table below.

Language Errors that Most Students Fall in

The Error Category o;r{]r?el\él:l%t;i:s The Percentages
Articles 4 6.1%
Prepositions 2 3.0%
Spelling 17 45.3%
Capitalization 1 1.0%
Punctuation 2 3.0%

Grammatical Errors

17 41.2%

Subject -verb agreement 12 11.3%
Verb forms(tense/aspect) 1 2.0%
Verb omission 4 9.2%

Pronouns 9 16.4%
Formation of Negation 1 1.0%
Verb us(;ef(tt;]rén\;e:;e;;ary use 1 1.0%

Total number of errors 97

The percentages above show that all subjects of the

study have serious problems dealing with the error categories
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shown. It is noticed that most of the students' errors were in

spelling and grammatical aspects.
5.4.2 Article Errors

The subjects of the study encounter some difficulties in
using articles. The results of the analysis concerning this
category indicate that the students had some problems with
the use of articles in English. Moreover, some students were
using articles incomprehensibly. As shown in the examples
below, some students used unnecessary articles while others

omitted necessary articles.

“in th cooking” (Unnecessary article the)

o “Is leucher” (omitted article a)

o “Want to be tracher” (omitted article a)

e “His the apperance” (unnecessary article the)
o “The father person” (unnecessary article the)

o  “Very patient” (omitted article a)
5.4.3 Errors of Preposition

As shown in the examples, the participants in this study
had some difficulties in using the correct prepositions in their

paragraphs.

o “I'want talking” omitted preposition (to)
o “Iwant talk” omitted preposition (to)
o “I'wana like about” omitted article (to)

5.4.4 Spelling Errors

Spelling is considered as one of the common

problems of mechanics. In fact, spelling is always a challenge
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for students when writing any piece of writing. Concerning
the current study, it has been found that the majority of the
students have serious problems in spelling. The following

examples illustrate some errors that students have made.

“talke” instead of (talk)
e “noise” (nose)

e “insed” (inside)

o “defferent” (different)
o “spek” (speak)

o “languag” (language)
e “god” (good)

e “psycholojy” (psychology)
o ‘“semster” (semester)
o  “with” (white)

o “blae” (blue)

o  “heir” (hair)

o “blac” (black)

o “lesson” (listen)

o “smille” (smile)

o “modet” (model)

o “adout” (about)

e “brwon” (brown)

e “satudent” (student)

e “fachen” (fashion)

o “mum” (mother)

. “gat” (gol)

o “th” (the)
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“leaucher” (teacher)
“hobbise” (hobbies)
“apperance” (appearance)
“Aeyes” (eyes)
“studnt” (student)
“hight” (high)
“Troplie” (Tripoli)
“hir” (hair)

“stadent” (Student)
“unvirsty” (university)
“ajod” (ajob)

“bowt” (about)

“heri” (hair)

“whit” (white)

“skian” (skin)

“wana” (want)

“blak” (black)
“avreig” (average)
“teture” (teacher)
“swiming” (swimming)

“drwing” (drawing)

5.4.5 Grammatical Errors

The current results reveal that the participants had

serious grammatical problems. 41.2% of them had problems

in different grammatical aspects.

First, errors concerning the subject-verb agreement:

“she have”
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e “he have”

e “she have got”

o “she like”

o “helike”

o “herdon’t”

e “eyesis brown”
o  “his help me”

o “hisstudyin”
o “shelove”

e “one hobbies”

Second, Errors of omitting the verb in the sentence:

e “shein sixth” (verb be is)
o  “her name husam”
o “she student”
e “she working”
e “my mom best mom”
e “she nineteen years”
o “heold 53 year”
o “hejob”
o “she hair dark” (verb has)
Third, Errors relating the formation of negation:

e “sheis not has” (she does not have)

Fourth, Errors of pronouns:

e  “her name Husam” (his)
o “herdon’t” (she does not)
o  “Mum his name” (her)

o “it’'s50o0ld” (sheis)
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o “sheiseyes” (her)

o “they friend” (her friend)

o “his” instead of (her)

o “she education” (her)

e “she hobbies” (her)

o “itis” (sheis)

e “his study in university” (he)
o “father person for me” (my father)
e “heiseyes” (his)

o “and hair black” (his)

e “hejob” (his job)

Fifth, Errors of the verbs’ tense (form):

o “shedidn’t have” (does not)
o “Iwant talking” (to talk)

Sixth, Errors relating to verbs’ use:

e “sheloveis” (unnecessary use of the verb be)

5.4.6 Capitalization Errors

The results showed that only one participants

committed an error regarding capitalization.

o “husam” (Husam)

5.4.7 Punctuation Errors

Similarly, two students made errors in punctuation as

follows.

“language. and” / “school. but” ( using a full stop with

conjunction "and, but” instead of a comma.)

. Run on sentences.
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5. Conclusions

First, It should be mentioned that due the small number of students
who participated in this study, the conclusions are tentative and not final
absolute ones: therefore, more researchers are needed to investigate more
aspects related to paragraph writing. However, after the samples of this
study had analyzed, they indicated that third semester students at the
department of English encounter serious problems related to paragraph
writing. Results also indicated that students have made a lot of errors at
both interlingual and intralingual levels. Students who made interlingual
errors used his/her first language to overcome his/her ignorance and lack
of knowledge of the target language. On the other hand, students also made
Intralingual errors such as overgeneralization, misanalysis, system
simplification, incomplete application of rules, or misanalysis. In fact,

these errors are universal which denote the ongoing process of learning.

During the process of data analysis, it was noticed that the vast
majority of the students committed errors related to spelling. These errors,
which constitute about 45.3% of errors, were not associated to particular

part of speech, but were committed in verb, nouns, adjectives, etc.

With reference to grammar, it was found that students were using
wrong grammatical structures, starting from misuse of pronouns with
16.4%. In addition, results reveal that 11.3% of students, the sample, had
serious problems with subject- verb agreement. They were not able to
apply the correct number and person agreement between the subject and its
verb. Approximately, the same percentage was recorded regarding verb
omission where 9.2% of the students were omitting the main or the

auxiliary verb of the sentence.
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As for using the appropriate tense, only 2.0% of the students could
not apply the right tense. They, for example, used past simple instead of
present simple tense. The minimum number of errors were committed in

the formation of negation and unnecessary use of the verb, both with 1.0%.

Despite their obvious uses, 3.0% of the students commit errors in
prepositions’ use. In particular, they omitted preposition as in “I want
talking” (omitted preposition “to”). Moreover, the percentage was recorded
with the misuse of punctuation. In this regard, some students used a full

stop with conjunction "and, but” instead of a comma as in “school. but”.
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Dans cette étude, nous allons essayer de faire le point sur ce que les
grammairiens ont dit sur I'accord du verbe avec son sujet. Cette étude se

basera sur quelques exemples tirés du roman le polygone étoilé.
Mots- clés : sujet, verbe, accord, nom collectif.

1. Introduction :

Al' origine de cette étude qui visera a apporter quelques lumieres sur

I'accord du verbe avec son sujet.

En genéral, le verbe recoit la personne et le nombre du pronom sujet

pour faire I'accord.

Nous allons poser une question sur l'identification du sujet et nous

allons I'expliquer en utilisant des exemples.

Nous allons voir que le remplacement par un pronom sujet est une

manipulation syntaxique tres utile pour répéter le sujet avec certitude.
Le garcon est gentil.
Il est gentil.

Dés que nous allons commencer a utiliser les noms collectifs avec le

complément de nom, nous allons poser la question:

Est- ce qu'on peut accorder le verbe avec le nom collectif au singulier ou

avec le nom du complément au pluriel ?

Nous allons répondre a la question pour illustrer toute confusion sur

I'accord du verbe avec les différents noms collectifs.
2. Qu'est- ce que I'accord?

En général, le verbe s‘accorde en nombre et en genre avec le sujet ou le

mot principal du groupe sujet.
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Ce gargon est beau.
Ces garcons sont beaux.
3. Comment identifier le sujet?

Dans la grammaire traditionnelle, pour trouver le sujet, on pose la

question:
" qui est — ce qui?** ou "'qu'est — ce qui? ** devant le verbe.
Dans la phrase: la petite fille mange la pomme.
La question est : qui est —ce qui mange la pomme?
La réponse : la petite fille.
Dans la phrase: ces films sont trop longs.
On pose la question : qu'est —ce qui sont trop longs ?
La réponse : ces films.

Dans la premiere phrase, par exemple, le nom " la fille" comporte
plusieurs catégories morphologiques. Il posséde le genre féminin qui est
utilisé au singulier.

Dans la nouvelle grammaire, pour identifier le nom, on peut le

remplacer par le pronom personnel, ou de le remplacer par cela ou sept.

Si on remplace le nom "la petite fille" par le pronom personnel " elle",
le verbe prend les marques de la 3° personne et du nombre singulier et non

pas du genre féminin.
4. L'accord du verbe avec son sujet:

Dans la nouvelle grammaire, le verbe ou l'auxiliaire du verbe a un
temps composé recoit les traits de nombre et de personne du pronom sujet

ou du sujet, le receveur d'accord est le verbe ou l'auxiliaire du verbe, le
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donneur d'accord est le sujet ou le pronom sujet qui donne ses traits

grammaticaux de nombre et de personne au verbe.
L'enfant joue dans le jardin

Dans cette phrase, le donneur est: I'enfant, le receveur est: le verbe

conjugué: joue.
L'enfant a joué dans le jardin
Dans cette phrase, Le donneur est: I'enfant, le receveur est : l'auxiliaire: a.

4.1- L'un (e) ou l'autre :

L'une ou I'autre étudiante sera absente.

Dans cette phrase, le verbe qui suit la locution I'un(e) ou l'autre se met

au singulier.

On emploie la locution (I'un ou l'autre) pour désigner des éléments qui

excluent mutuellement ; la conjonction (ou) exprime une idée d'exclusion.

4.2- Sujets unis par (ou)

Lorsque le sujet est composé de plusieurs sujets singuliers unis par une
conjonction de coordination, le verbe se met au pluriel si les deux sujets
peuvent faire I'action exprimée par le verbe, ou peut en effet exprimer une
idée d'addition.

L'étudiant ou I'étudiante participeront a I'examen final.

Si I'un des deux sujets singuliers exclut l'autre, le verbe se met au
singulier, c'est I'idée d'exclusion qui impose I'accord avec un des sujets. On

dit alors que "ou" est exclusif.

Le directeur ou le sous- directeur prendra la parole.
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(Un seul des deux prendra la parole).

Si l'un des deux sujets est au pluriel, le verbe s‘accorde obligatoirement

au pluriel, I'un des sujets peut faire I'action.
Toi ou tes amis pourrez aller au cinéma.

4.3- Sujets unis par ( ni)

Lorsque plusieurs sujets sont joints par la conjonction "ni*" le verbe se

met au pluriel méme si les sujets sont au singulier.
Ni Pierre ni Brigitte ne sont venus ce soir.

Lorsque I'un des deux sujets est au pluriel et I'autre est au singulier, le

verbe doit étre au pluriel.
Ni Pierre ni ses amis ne sont venus.

Lorsque les sujets sont au singulier et que le deuxiéme est entre virgules,

le verbe se met au singulier.
Ni Pierre, ni son amie, n'est venu a la féte.

4.4- Sujets unis par "'et"

Lorsque plusieurs sujets au singulier sont unis par la conjonction " et ",

le verbe se met au pluriel.

L'un et l'autre évoquaient bien des stratagémes, sauf de redescendre.
(Yacine, 1966, p.46)

4.5- Le pronom "on " sujet

Le pronom (on) est de la 3e personne du singulier ; lorsque le sujet est

le pronom personnel (on), le verbe ou le verbe auxiliaire est au singulier.

On travaille dans une banque.
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Le pronom (on) est le plus souvent employé dans le sens de ""nous’,
I'adjectif et le participe passé avec étre recoivent le genre et le nombre

appropriés.
On est restés longtemps ensemble. (Yacine, 1966, p.60)-
On est allées a Paris. (Moi et mes amies)
Dans cette phrase on remplace un nous désignant des personnes de sexe
féminin.
5. Le nom collectif

En grammaire, le nom collectif est un nom singulier désignant un

ensemble d'individus ou de choses.

5.1- Comment faut-il accorder le verbe dont le sujet est un nom tel que:

(Bande, classe, ensemble, équipe, foule, groupe, majorité, minorite,

plupart, tas, totalité, etc.)?
Le verbe s'accorde-t-il au singulier ou au pluriel?

Ces noms sont morphologiquement au singulier et quand ils sont utilisés

sans complément, le verbe se met au singulier.
La foule se déplace.

Lorsque le nom collectif est suivi d'un complément au singulier, le

verbe se met au singulier.
La plupart du temps se passe.

Si le sujet est un nom collectif précédé d'un déterminant indéfini (un-
une) suivi d'un complément au pluriel, le verbe se met au singulier si on

insiste sur I'ensemble.

Une majorité d'éleves a réussi I'examen.



ISSN : 2523 1871 g @3biis dols — alsll il dlao
324 iasall (2020 pubasuii) 48 ssall

Et si on insiste sur la pluralité, le verbe se met au pluriel.
Une majoriteé d'éléves ont réussi I'examen.

Lorsque le nom collectif est précédé d'un déterminant défini, d'un
déterminant possessif ou d'un déterminant démonstratif et suivi d'un

complément au pluriel, le verbe se met au singulier.
Un premier groupe quittait la salle. (Yacine, 1966, p. 32)
Le groupe d'amis écoute de la musique.
Mon groupe d*amis écoute de la musique.

5.2- Expressions gui expriment la quantité:

(Assez de- beaucoup de- combien de- la plupart des- la totalité des —

trop de- peu de)

Quand le sujet est un pronom quantitatif sans complément, le verbe se

met au pluriel. Beaucoup pensent le contraire.

Avec les expressions de la quantité suivis d'un complément au singulier
(non comptable) le verbe se met au singulier, et au pluriel si le complément

est comptable.
Beaucoup de neige est tombée.
Beaucoup d'amis sont la.

5.3- Nombre de — bon nombre de:

Aprés nombre de ou bon nombre de , on met le verbe au pluriel.
Bon nombre d' enfants jouent dans le jardin .

Aprés un grand (petit) nombre , le nombre de, le plus grand (petit)

nombre de ,le verbe est au singulier ou au pluriel .
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Un grand nombre d*hommes joue (jouent) de grosses sommes

d'argent.

5.4- Le peu de —un peu de:

Apreés (le peu de) au sens de (une quantité insuffisante), si on insiste sur

le peu, I'accord se fait avec le peu et on met le verbe au singulier.
Le peu d'efforts vous a valu un échec.

Le peu (de au sens de) une quantité suffisante, (si on insiste sur le nom

qui suit le peu)

De et si (le peu de) peut étre remplacé par les quelques, I'accord se fait

avec le nom, on met le verbe au pluriel .

Le peu d'efforts que vous avez fourni vous ont valu une note

convenable.

Apres (un peu de) suivi d'un complément au singulier, I'accord se fait le

plus souvent avec le nom, ou possiblement avec l'adverbe.
Un peu de neige est tombée. (Accord avec le nom)
Un peu de neige est tombé.  (Accord avec l'adverbe)

Lorsque (un peu de) suivi d'un complément au pluriel, I'accord se fait

géneralement au pluriel.
Un peu de pommes ont été cueillies.

6. Le sujet est un nombre approximatif

Quand le sujet est un nombre approximatif =~ douzaine- centaine -
dizaine, etc.”” ou un numéral (million, millier, etc.) suivi d'un complément

au pluriel, I'accord se fait selon la logique.

Une douzaine d'ouvriers sont partis.
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Un million d'enfants sont morts de faim.

Lorsque le sujet est un adjectif numeral suivi d'un nom, I'accord se fait

selon la logique.
Deux mille dollars est une jolie somme!
Deux mille dollars bien placés rapportent une jolie somme.

7. Accord du verbe avec les noms de fraction ou de pourcentage

Si le sujet est un nom de fraction ou de pourcentage sans déterminant,

le verbe se met au singulier ou au pluriel, selon le sens.

En fait, on met le verbe au singulier si on insiste sur la fraction ou le
pourcentage, ou on le met au pluriel si on souhaite insister sur I'ensemble

représenté par le complément.

Vingt pour cent des étudiants a réussi. (On insiste sur une fraction

précise)

Vingt pour cent des étudiants ont réussi. (On insiste sur le

complément qui est au pluriel)

Si le nom de fraction ou de pourcentage suivi d'un déterminant défini

ou démonstratif, I'accord se fait avec le pourcentage.
Ces / les vingt pour cent de la population qui s'opposent.

Quand le sujet est un nom de fraction ou expression avec (part, partie,
reste, etc.) suivi d'un nom au pluriel ; le verbe se met au singulier ou au

pluriel.
Une partie des étudiants a reussi / ont réussi.
Le reste des éléves ira / iront au musée.

Si le 2° nom est au féminin pluriel, il entraine I'accord.
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Les trois quarts des femmes sont contentes.

8. Tout le monde

La locution tout le monde se compose de trois mots qui sont tous au

singulier.
Al'oral, I'erreur se produit lorsqu'on met le verbe au pluriel.
Tout le monde font la méme chose. (La phrase n'est pas correcte)
L'accord doit se faire avec le sujet et non selon le sens. En fait
Tout le monde fait la méme chose. (La phrase est correcte)

Tout le monde n'est pas d'amis, le samedi soir, a jouer aux cartes

avec le Bourreau. (Yacine, 1966, p.129)
9. Sujet contenant I'expression plus d'un ou plus d'une

Lorsque le sujet comporte I'expression plus d'un ou plus d'une suivie

d'un nom ,le verbe est au singulier.

Plus d'un client cessa de jouer des méachoires, pour voir notre homme
dévorer I'herbe croustillante qui lui laissait le ventre plat. (Yacine,
1966, p. 75)

Plus d'un étudiant était absent.
Le verbe se met au pluriel lorsqu'il ya une idée de réciprocite.
Plus d'un enfant se disputent I'un I'autre. (Réciproque)
10.Sujet contenant I'expression moins de deux
Le verbe se met au pluriel quand le sujet est introduit par moins de deux.
Moins de deux heures se sont écoulées avant son arrivée.

11.Les expressions (un type, une sorte, un espece) suivies d'un

complément au pluriel, le verbe se met au pluriel.
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Un type d’'enquétes ont été effectuees.
Conclusion

Il ressort de cette étude que le sujet ou le pronom sujet donne son genre
et son nombre au verbe ou a l'auxiliaire du verbe avec lequel il est en

relation.

Nous avons présente la différence entre la grammaire traditionnelle et la

nouvelle grammaire sur I'accord du verbe avec son sujet.

Le verbe recoit la personne et le nombre du pronom sujet pour bien faire

I'accord.

En général, on utilise le nom collectif pour parler d'un ensemble de

personnes, d'animaux ou de choses.

Dans cette étude, nous avons consulté plusieurs références de grammaire

et nous avons étudié I'accord du verbe avec les noms collectifs.

Corpus

Des exemples tirés du roman de Kateb Yacine, (1966), Le polygone
étoilé, Seuil:

e Beaucoup sont envahis par la nostalgie. (p. 11) -

e Mais I'alcool et le vin en son temps devaient étre introuvables
.(p.16)-

e Tout le monde met les bouchées doubles ,et les chants achevent
d'humaniser ce drole de commerce. (p.30)

e Un premier groupe quittait la salle.(p. 32)-

e Or l'un et l'autre évoquaient bien des stratagémes,sauf de
redescendre.(p.46) -

e On est restés longtemps ensemble .(p.60)-
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e On entre et on sort comme dans un moulin.(p.62)-

e Plus d'un client cessa de jouer des machoires ,pour voir notre
homme dévorer I'herbe croustillante qui lui laissait le ventre
plat.(p. 75)

o ...,pour laisser les cafards choisir plus librement entre les deux
casse-croute-

e auxquels ni I'un ni I' autre ne toucherait jamais ,en signe de
grandeur  d'ame  démentie par les  grognements
Clueeneeeeeeeeeerenesenenens .(p.77)

e Les uns restaient a I'étude jusqu® a sept heures . (p.113)

e Tous les hommes sont des béatards . (p.128)

e Tout le monde n'est pas d'amis, le samedi soir, a jouer aux cartes
avec le Bourreau.(p.129)

e Chacun avait compris qu'il était temps de déposer son acte , en
passant,....(p.158)

e Ni paysans ni prolétaires, ils n*étaient méme pas les derniers de la
classe;...... (pp.158-159)
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