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The characteristics and skills children possess at school age are enormous and at the same time

incredible. Hence, the researchers of this article have decided to describe some of these characteristics
because they believe that such characteristics surely contribute positively to the success of children’s
foreign language education. The article emphasizes the fact that a teacher of a foreign language has to
have enough knowledge about children, their characteristics and their abilities before they meet with
them in the classroom. The article also illustrates how an understanding of how children learn will
make teaching effective and learning successful. Understanding the child learner’s behaviour and
reaction towards what he/she encounters in their surrounding will certainly help language teachers in
the task ahead of them. The task of teaching a foreign language to young learners requires enormous
time and effort and, above all, preparation. Serious attention and intensive effort to understand the
child learner’s characteristics and skills will certainly lead to successful and fruitful achievement of
foreign language learning and teaching alike. This article, therefore, presents different learner’s
characteristics, but it only focuses on two of them: Fun and play and Learning through doing. In

addition, it looks at how these two characteristics are reflected in learning activities and textbooks.
1.1 Introduction

Children possess many characteristics that can be called for when needed, and when they start their
formal instruction, i.e. when they come to school to learn, they are at an age that enables them to learn
anything. At school age, in particular, children are already equipped with many skills, characteristics
and abilities which they have already developed before initiating their education. These skills and
characteristics will surely help them win the learning of the foreign language as soon as they are in

contact with it.

The years children spend in school are considered the most vital years in their development. This
is because school is the place where children are exposed to many events by which they experience new
life, gain new knowledge and strengthen their skills and abilities. They learn from the events. Their
learning eventually leads them to gain opportunities in the life ahead of them. In other words, the time
spent in school is the time of growing up for children in all aspects: mentally, physically and

intellectually.

Focusing teachers’ attention on some of the characteristics and skills their average young learner

brings with them to school is of an intrinsic role. Teachers of a foreign language need to have full
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knowledge about those characteristics which can contribute directly and positively to their children
foreign language education, development and success. In other words, they should know how children

learn so that they know how to teach them. In this respect, Halliwell (1994) states:

Working with young language learners in the primary classroom can be botha rewarding
and a demanding experience. To make the most of the experience for both learners and
teachers, we need to be very clear what it is we are trying to do. We must try to identify
what learning a language in school demands from young children and what it can offer
them. We should also acknowledge what the implications of those demands and needs are

for the teachers (p.2).

Responding to Halliwell’s enquiry (Ibid) in the quote above, precisely, to the expression " ...we
need to be very clear what it is we are trying to do..." is very essential and encouraging for everyone
involved in young learners’ education. Answering such question will require to know and understand
what is needed to be done in the field of child’s foreign language education. In addition, the results of
the enquiry will lead to the discovery of the many characteristics, skills and abilities, the apparent and

the hidden ones, which the child learner uses when in contact with whatever is there in their environment.

The knowledge gained from the above mentioned enquiry or any other investigation about
children’s behaviour will definitely guide language teachers to identify and understand the tactic young

language learners rely on while in contact with them and with the foreign language.

Consequently and most importantly, understanding the child learner’s tactics will help in
determining and specifying the kind of learning materials, teaching techniques and learning activities the
child learner is ready for. That is to say, knowledge about learners’ characteristics will help to determine
what teaching activities suitable for children and at what age, and what kind of topics should be presented

and how.

Halliwell (1994) in the quote above confirms the fact that educationalists, classroom teachers,
textbook designers are all responsible for and involved in children’s foreign language education. They

need to be very clear of what the young learner requires in order to learn the foreign language, they have
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to be knowledgeable of children’s characteristics, abilities and skills, and they have to be well-prepared

for them and for their education before it sets off.
1.2. Children’s Characteristics and Their Effect on L2 Teaching and Learning

According to Halliwell (1994), children are capable of utilizing some of their characteristics and
their already acquired abilities to learn L2 (Second Language). At the age of 6, 7 and 8, children are full
of energy, loaded with effective skills and ready to learn. Their characteristics and abilities enable them

to learn anything, even if this thing is as new and strange to them as a foreign language.

The most precious characteristic a child possesses, particularly, when he or she is 6,7 or 8 is the
energy, enthusiasm and enjoyment he/she feels when he/she is asked to do something and\ or perform

an action. Most normal children not only have fun in what they are doing but also learn through it.

Children are also described as having a powerful ability of imagination and curiosity. They imagine
things even if they do not exist in reality. For example, a young female child will talk to her doll as if she
is her mother or sister, and a male child will drive his toy car as if he is driving a real car on a real road.
Through such interaction with their real and imaginative worlds, they learn directly and indirectly, which

is itself a prominent characteristic in children’s learning process.

The above mentioned characteristics are only few of the many characteristics children possess. These
or others are of a great effect on children foreign language success provided that they are reflected in the
learning activities and teaching techniques in children foreign language textbooks and classrooms. The
following sections will look into only two of these characteristics, namely, fun and play and learning
through doing, and investigate how they are reflected in some learning activities and textbooks.

1.2.1. Fun and Play

One of the most essential factors in language learning is to keep the child motivated and
interested in learning. This happens only by engaging the young learner in a variety of tasks and
activities through which the learner experiences the sense of fun and play. Singing songs, for
example, or playing games, doing puzzles, giving guesses, or telling stories are all games but also
classroom activities that are capable of entering young learners into the spirit of the event and

rising the sense of fun and play in the them.

Young learners enjoy learning and singing at the same time, and find this highly enjoyable

and motivating. They enjoy chants which are also songs without music but with a very marked
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rhythm that young learners love to say and repeat. They love to do that alone and/ or in choral.
Both songs and chants can be used as tools to teach children the sound, vocabulary and structures
of the foreign language. In this concern, Phillips (1993) states that "You can use songs and chants
to teach children the sounds and the rhythm of English, to reinforce structures and vocabulary, or

as Total Physical Response activities-but above all to have fun (p.100).

Scott and Ytreberg (1990) explain that "Rhymes are repetitive; they have natural rhythm
and they have an element of fun of playing with the language. Children play with language in their
mother tongue, so this is a familiar part of their learning process"(p.27). While singing, children
are enjoying the song and having fun pronouncing its words. This is a great “Listen and Repeat”
activity, and it is also a great chance for the young learner to interact with the foreign language
sounds, intonation and meaning. Music and rhythm will help them remember the words in the song
because they usually stay longer in one’s mind than words which are said or read. Philips (Ibid)
emphasizes this fact saying that:

We have all experienced songs which we just can’t get out of our heads. Music
and rhythm make it much easier to imitate and remember language than word

which are ‘just spoken’- if you teach children a song, it somehow ‘sticks’ (p.100).

Drama is another game of fun and play and is one way of setting the child leaner into
action. The child learner acts and takes a role- play and acts as if he/she is in a real situation in
which he/she tries to show their talent and skill. This is why taking role-play is a very effective
classroom activity that encourages the learners to communicate with each other,thus learn from
each other. Halliwell(1994) states that "...games are so useful and so important. It is not just
because they are fun; it’s partly because the fun element creates a desire to communicate and partly

because games can create unpredictability "(p.5).

Young learners are at their best while learning through the tangible, for instance, they love
playing with toys, and making their own puppets and playing with them. They love colouring

pictures which can be exploited for teaching of the colour words and names of objects. They enjoy
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cutting and putting things in the order they think is right for them, even when this order is not
right for their teacher. To put it more simply, young learners learn from the things they see and
touch because these things exist in their concrete world. In this respect, Scott and Ytreberg (1990)
state that children understanding "... comes through hands, eyes and ears. The physical world is

dominant all times™ (p.2). Shin (2006) emphasizes the same fact by stating:

One way to capture their attention and keep them engaged in activities is to
supplement the activities with lots of brightly colored visuals, toys, puppets or

objects to match the ones used in stories that you tell or songs that you sing (p.3).

Because children have an instinct for play and fun, they can easily create it when, for
example, listening to a story. In addition to Shin (2006), Scott and Ytreberg (1990) emphasize the
important role of story-telling. They (Ibid) say "Listening to stories allows children to form their
own inner pictures. They have no problems with animals and objects which talk- they can identify
with them, and the stories can help them to come to terms with their own feelings”. Halliwell
(1994), too, points out that "children have an enormous capacity for finding and making fun...they
choose the most inconvenient moments to indulge it. They bring spark of individuality and drama
to much that they do"(p.6).

Children love varieties. They find enjoyment and show interest in doing different activities
in one class period. This is another characteristic that is noticeable in children’s behaviour. Young
learners will be very happy performing different actions in a short time. They find fun when they
are asked, for example, to identify the animals through the sounds they hear for one minute or two,
but no longer than this because they will get bored.; the teacher, therefore, should stop them then,
and tell them to find the animal, of which they have identified the sounds, in the pictures in front
of them. This should not take a long time. After that, the teacher should ask them to colour the
animals in the pictures. This also should not take the rest of the classroom time. In other words,
the teacher should move from doing one activity to another to keep the learners interested and
motivated. It is known that children get bored of doing the same thing for a long time, since their

concentration time span is usually very short.
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Children will feel attach to their teachers and classrooms and will respond wholeheartedly
to the efforts done for them. They will be very happy and active the whole classroom time with a
variety of activities: games, songs, stories, etc. This will create an enjoyable productive
environment where the feeling of boredom and tiredness is far away distant and the sense rate of
fun, interest and motivation towards learning and teaching of the foreign language becomes very

high on both parties: the young learner and the teacher.

1.2. 2. Learning through Doing

By nature, children love the things they do for themselves and become motivated in them even
if they knew what they did was not real. Through doing things and acting them out using the
foreign language, children gain a lot of knowledge about the language and develop the sense of
how it behaves. Through engagement of mind and body, children enter the spirit of the events and
experience the emotions involved in them. According to Phillips(1993) "Young learners respond
to language according to what it does or what they can do with it, rather than treating it as an

intellectual game or abstract system"(p.7).

The activities that suite almost all children are those which provoke actions. The "Listen and
DO "activity is one kind of such activities which provoke children to act. The "Listen and Do"
activities are actually based on the Total Physical Response (TPR) proposed by Asher and
recommended by Imssalem (2000). She (Ibid) recommends the use of Asher’s TPR, particularly,
in the early stages of foreign language learning. Philips (1993), too, stresses the usefulness of the
technique stating that it is "...an extremely useful and adaptable teaching technique, especially in
primary classes." (p. 19). The choice of the TPR technique is based on the fact that people learn
best when they are physically involved. This is true about children. They usually tend to do what
they are asked to do without responding orally; however, they successed in doing it. Imssalem
(2000) states:

In Asher’s techniques, the students remain silent in the early stages, but they have to
perform certain actions in response to the teacher’s commands in the target language.
These begin with simple imperatives and go on to more complex sentences. Because
the input provokes a physical response from the students, the intake is understood
(p.219).
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Scott and Ytrberg (1990) clarify a similar fact stating that:

...listening is the skill that children acquire first, especially, if they have not yet learnt to
read. When the pupils start to learn a foreign language, it is going in mainly through their ears
and what the pupils hear is their main source of the language. Of course, we also give them as
much visual back-up as possible through facial expression, through movement, through mime

and through pictures” (p.21).

Generally, the language used between children and adults, whether at home, in class, or outside
them is the kind of language that contains an instruction, an order or a command given by the adult
and performed by the child. For example, most of the day time, a mother interacts with her child
with similar language as this: “Eat your food”, “Be careful, you hurt yourself”, “Clean your teeth”,
Don’t go out”, “Put your pajamas on”, “Take off your shoes”, “Let’s read a story together”, and
many more. This type of language provokes the child to do something or to move to perform
certain actions. This can make them feel that they are important and so special to those who have
involved them. Thus they tend to show willingness and readiness to perform the actions
successfully and with full enjoyment. This is indeed how children learn: engaging in what they are
doing, enjoying it; as a result, they learn it.

Halliwell(1994) indicates that children have a great ability to grasp the meaning of what
they hear. Classroom language has a great deal of similarity to children’s everyday language. In
classroom, the teacher usually uses and communicates with his / her young learner in classroom
language, which usually consists of phrases such as “ Sit down every one, please “ Come here,
please “Sitin front ”, “ Listen and draw 7, “ Don’t do this, please”, “ Let’s sing / play together”,
“Count to ten” , “ Draw a smiley face “,and many more like them. In real life, children hear similar
phrases of instruction and order every day said in their first language. This is why they can easily
predict the meaning through intonation and gestures which they usually relay on to understand

language. Therefore, they can activate this ability to understand the foreign language.

In addition, classroom language continuously contains new vocabulary and structures that
are considered of having vital roles in developing the child language competence. Because
classroom language engages the learners’ mind and body, it prevents them from getting distracted.
For example, while listening to the instruction, the child is using his/her mind and eyes to understand
what is being told to do, and accordingly he/she performs the action. It is not only this, when given
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the instruction, the young learner is indirectly and effortlessly acquiring the language of the phrase
he /she is asked to do, making the task of teaching it even easier for the teacher.

Scott and Ytreberg (1990) advocate using activities of "Listen and Do" because the learners
are experiencing what they are doing. They (Ibid) explain"...the ‘Listen and Do’ activity which we
can and should make use of from the moment we start the English lessons is giving genuine
instructions "(p.21). They (1990) add "Most of classroom language is a type of “Listen and Do”
activity.” (p.21). In the beginning, the teacher starts by asking the pupils to do very simple actions
using short phrases, for example, “stand up”, “’sit down’’ “’Listen and draw’’etc., and gradually
moves to use longer phrases, such as “’open your books on page 7°°, ’Put your hands up if you

know’’, “’walk to the door and open it’’, “’shake hands with your desk mate’’. Philips(1993) too

emphasizes the use of activities of actions that are based on TPR. She (Ibid) states:

With TPR the children listen to their teacher telling them what to do, then do it. Instruction can
range from something as simple as Touch your nose to more complex sentences like Go and stand

next to the girl who’s wearing a red jumper, but who who is’nt wearing black shoes (p.19).

Most of all ,and the good thing about “Listen and Do” activity is that it tells the teacher at once

whether the young learner has understood what is being said to them or not.

Scott and Ytreberg (1990) say that "...the more language the pupils learn, the more you
can ask them to do" (p.21). The more the child learner hears and performs the instruction, the more
the teacher extends the instruction, the more he/she becomes competent of the language, which is

the aim of all activities and which will contribute to a fruitful language classroom.

1. 3. Samples of Teaching and Learning Activities

The followings are sample example activities taken from a text book for teaching English as a
foreign language to young learners. The samples show some of the learning activities the child learner
faces in their English text books and applies in their classrooms. The text book investigated is called
Textbook One: English Time 1.

It is a Student’s Book 1 aimed for children leaning English for the first time. It was written by

Susan Rivers and Setsuko Toyama (2011). English Time is a six- level communicative course for
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children who are studying English for the first time and the series develops students speaking, listening,

reading and writing skills through activities that appeal to their curiosity and sense of fun.

In the textbook, most of the activities are set to develop the listening skill for the child. For example,
Lesson 1 consists of classroom language of instruction and order. The first activity in it is “Listen and
do the action” activity. The learners listen to the teacher’s instructions and do them. The instructions in
this lesson are short and easy to perform by the pupils and easy to mime by the teacher, for example, “
Stand up”, “Sit down”, *“ Listen”, “Point” , “Quiet” “ Stop”. Page 2 in the same lesson introduces
longer phrases of instruction, for example, “Open your book”, “Take out your pencil”, “Put away your
pencil”, and “Make a circle and colour ”. These words and phrases are provided with brightly coloured
pictures. The teacher in the pictures is miming the instruction required from the pupils. This is very
important because it helps the learners to understand what is required from them much easier and

quicker.

All the lessons in the textbook are divided into short sections: Conversation Time, Word Time,
Practice Time and Phonics Time. Each lesson starts with “Listen and Repeat™ activity. In addition, they
have other activities such as “listen and write”, “listen and circle”, “listen and point” and “point and
say the words”. In the conversation time, for example, the learners are asked to role- play the
conversation after they have listened to it. The aim of this activity is to develop the child’s
communicative ability. In the practice Time, the pupils have to practice the words they are learning in

songs and chants so that they stay longer in their memory.

After investigating the type of activities in English Time, the researcher has found that it starts
from very simple instructions and ends in short conversations. It appears that the textbook authors find
it sufficient enough to adapt the TPR technique because it is not restricted only to simple instructions
and orders, it is also extended to include songs, drama, and storytelling. All of these activities proved
to be suitable and enjoyable for all children who come to language class looking forward to leaning the

foreign language.
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Utilizing Songs and Stories on Second Language VVocabulary Acquisition
By: Al-Mahdi Juma Fayad and Hajer Said Mohammed

Abstract

This study was conducted to investigate the effectiveness of using songs and stories on

second language vocabulary acquisition for the first semester English Department students during
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the academic year 2012-2013. The study was an attempt to answer the following research questions:
(1) Can songs and stories be an effective activity for teaching vocabulary? (ii) Will songs and stories
enhance students' acquisition of vocabulary more effectively? The results of this study showed that

songs and stories positively improved the level of the students.

Words Key: Utilizing Songs- Utilizing Stories- Vocabulary

1. Introduction

Learning new vocabulary represents one of the most difficult challenges that second
language learners encounter. Second language learners seem to have some difficulties in acquiring
new vocabulary items. In order to overcome these difficulties, teachers should create an appropriate
atmosphere inside classrooms that enables students to acquire new vocabulary more effectively.

This study aims at shedding light on utilizing songs and stories on presenting new vocabulary items.
2. Literature review

The Importance of VVocabulary in Language Teaching

Vocabulary is central to language teaching and learning. Rubin and Thompson (1994:79)
say, "One cannot speak, understand, read or write a foreign language without knowing a lot of
words. Therefore, vocabulary learning is at the heart of mastering a foreign language.” Vocabulary
plays an important role the in teaching and learning of any language. However, teachers of second
language did not give much attention to teaching vocabulary in their classrooms. Zimmerman
(1997:5) argues that, "Vocabulary is central to language and of critical importance to the typical
language learner. Nevertheless, the teaching and learning of vocabulary have been undervalued in
the field of second language acquisition (SLA) throughout its varying stages and up to the present

day".

In addition, Birdal (2011:N P), argues that, "Priority of grammar and sound system of the
language was emphasized over vocabulary teaching for some reasons such as learning too many
words before the grammar had been mastered might give rise to the mistakes in sentence
construction. Furthermore, teaching vocabulary in the classroom was considered to be useless with
a claim that word meanings could only be comprehended through ‘experience’ and giving so much

time to it was seen as a waste of time."
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Undoubtedly, grammar is an essential element inside any language classroom. However,
vocabulary should receive more attention. Flower (2000:5 as cited in Siriwan 2007: 21) states,
“Words are the most important things students must learn. Grammar is important, but vocabulary is
much more important”. These days more attention has been given to vocabulary teaching under the
general idea of "word meaning” which looks beyond the use of dictionary. In addition, Harmer
(1994: 153, as cited in Bohosh 2010) "If language structures make up the skeleton of language,
then it is vocabulary that provides the vital organs and the flesh™. According to Thornbury (2002:13):
"If you spend most of your time studying grammar, your English will not improve very much. You
will see most improvement if you learn more words and expressions. You can say very little with

grammar, but you can say almost anything with words!”.

Moreover, Widdowson (1978) thinks that native English speakers can understand language
material with correct vocabulary but not so proper in grammar rules rather than those with correct
grammar rules but not so proper in vocabulary use. Lewis (1993, as cited in Wu 2009) holds the
idea that vocabulary acquisition is the main task of second language acquisition and the language

skills as listening, speaking, reading, writing and translating all cannot go without vocabulary.

These days, vocabulary is seen as central to language teaching because without vocabulary
students cannot understand others or express their ideas. Wilkins (1972:111) summed up the

n

importance of vocabulary learning as "... While without grammar very little can be conveyed,
without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed”. This new turn is based on the idea that a good
language teaching theory should meet the needs of the learners. This can be seen in Stern’s
(1983:360) view, "Language learner is or should be the central figure in any language teaching

theory".

Words are the learners' arsenal that they use to think and communicate inside and outside
the classroom; therefore, it is not surprising that the importance of vocabulary in language teaching
is also recognized by language learners. As Schmitt (2010: 4) notes, “learners carry around
dictionaries and not grammar books". It has been believed that one of the valuable gifts that teachers
can give to their students in order to gain success, especially in their educational life, is a wealthy
amount of vocabulary and the skills to use it correctly. Benjamin and Crow (2013), assert that word

study should play a more significant role in English classes and across the curriculum.
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On the other hand, some students face difficulties in their second language learning that can
be the result of vocabulary deficiency. This is consistent with Nation (1990:2 as cited in Siriwan
2007:20) who affirms that "... Learners feel that many of their difficulties, in both receptive and

productive language use, result from the lack of vocabulary knowledge".

In line with what was mentioned above, a number of studies were conducted to investigate
teaching vocabulary to second language learners from different perspectives. Safran (2008) studied
the problems facing Libyan ESP (English for Specific Purposes) teachers in teaching specialized
vocabulary at the engineering secondary schools in Benghazi. Safran collected her data via
questionnaires, interviews, and classroom observation. The results show that most of the Libyan
ESP teachers use their native language to teach new vocabulary. Also due to the fact that Libyan
ESP teachers lack engineering knowledge, the teachers' performance is below the expected. One of
the problems found by this study was that the teachers have problems in teaching an extensive
syllabus to large numbers of students within a limited time.

Another study was conducted by Bohosh (2010) to investigate the use of Total Physical
Response Approach (TPR) to sixth grade learners in teaching English vocabulary in Libyan schools.
The researcher divided the students into experimental and control groups. In addition, the researcher
taught 'English for Libya' syllabus to both groups. The researcher also introduced the new
vocabulary to the experimental group by (TPR). On the other hand, the control group was taught the
same vocabulary items through the Grammar Translation Method (GTM). After conducting pre-test
and post-test to both groups, the researcher adopted t-test to analyze the data gained from both tests.
The study clearly indicated that the innovative method TPR is more effective than the traditional

method GTM in presenting the target language vocabulary items to the Sixth Grade Learners.

Songs and Stories in the Language Classroom

Teaching second language vocabulary is one of the most enjoyable and exciting areas to
teach, simply because the teacher can do different kinds of activities. However, it is the task of the
teacher to create an affective environment which influences the learning process. If the teacher can
create such a fun emotional environment, students can then learn new words and expressions rapidly
without felling that they have made a big effort. Songs are just like stories since they are considered
as vehicles for second language acquisition so they should not be treated as extra-curricular entities
(Medina, 1991).
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Obviously, there are many ways in which songs and stories can be used to teach second

language vocabulary such as, students may listen to a song or a story while the teacher refers to a
picture which contains new words. Also, students can sing a song with lyrics in which new words

are underlined or missing.

It has been argued that in order to learn new words, students need to see those words in
action. Besides that, songs and stories, as well as other kinds of literature, are important for the
teacher to be used in the classroom. Collie, J., & S. Slater (1990:3, as cited in V. Bhuvaneswari. &
Rosamma, 2011) stated that "There are four main reasons for a language teacher to use literature in
the classroom. They are valuable authentic material. They offer cultural enrichment, language

enrichment and personal development.”

Songs and stories, as other authentic materials, can give the learners up-to-date information
about the real life of the native speakers and so they will be closer to the real use of the target
language. This makes students more motivated for learning. According to Heitle (2005:1),
"Materials that are always up-to-date and topical have their own reason for being read with interest.
They not only practice English, they also update our learners so that, at the end of their English
lessons, they are better informed".

1-Songs:

Using songs as teaching activities can help teachers to teach new vocabulary.
According to Stern (1983:21), “Language teaching can be defined as the activities which are
intended to bring about language learning”. Based on this definition and as mentioned
previously, it is important for second language teachers to create an enjoyable atmosphere
inside the classroom. Such an atmosphere would make students more motivated; moreover,
the learning progress will smoothly go on. Consequently, songs can help a teacher make the
lesson more fun and breaks the ice in the classroom. According to Griffee (1992:4), "Songs
and music can be used to relax students and provide an enjoyable classroom atmosphere.
For many, learning a new language is inherently an insecure proposition. .... Songs, but more
especially instrumental music, give us the external cover we need to feel more secure while

at the same time providing the internal support to carry on with the task.

(2018 sawsd) 43 aand) 282




ISSN4s 5 yiSIY) 4awill : 2523 — 1871 (6 3ty daala-laY) 40K Al

Richards (1993. as cited in Hijazi & Al-natour 2012: 297) mentioned the emotional
nature of music use in a playful teaching environment. She maintained that music, rhythm,
and movement create a relaxed, stress-free learning environment. She also discussed the
cognitive uses of music, particularly for language acquisition purposes and the development
of auditory discrimination skills. Moreover, Shen (2009:90) argues that: "Using English
songs in EFL classrooms can successfully bring about affective learning through providing
a harmonious classroom atmosphere, reducing students’ anxiety, fostering their interests and

motivating them to learn the target language.”

In line with that, Eleuterio et al (ND: 25) states that "songs can make language
unforgettable. Songs can improve the teaching-learning process, and as it was already said,
they can not only motivate students, but also reinforce vocabulary, grammar and other

aspects of the English language”.

In addition, music is frequently used by teachers to help second language learners
acquire a second language. This is not surprising since the literature abounds with the
positive statements regarding the efficacy of music as a vehicle for first and second language
acquisition. It has been reported to help second language learners acquire vocabulary and
grammar, improve spelling and develop the linguistic skills of reading, writing, speaking
and listening (Jalongo and Bromley, 1984, McCarthey, 1985; Martin, 1983, Mitchell, 1983,
Jolly, 1975, as cited in Medina 1993).

For their advantages, songs can be effectively used inside second language
classrooms. According to Ward (1991:189): “Many of our young students may never have
the opportunity to visit an English-speaking country but they are very much involved with
British and American pop music”. Moreover, songs provide a good resource of language
input. Griffee (1992: 4-5) points out," In using songs and music in the classroom we are
exposing students to the rhythms of language. Additionally, popular songs contain examples

of colloquial speech™.

In his Affective Filter Hypothesis, Krashen (1982, as cited in York, 2011) claims that
if the affective filter is high, learners will not seek language input, and language acquisition
will not occur. The affective filter can thus be described as student apprehension or anxiety

towards learning, and lowering this filter has been deemed important in fostering a positive
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attitude towards learning in students. The casual nature of learning through singing can help
promote a productive atmosphere in class, lowering the affective filter and in turn increasing

the potential for language acquisition.

A study was conducted by Hijazi and Al-natour (2012) to investigate the impact of
using music on students' performance in teaching English Poetry in Jordanian universities.
The sample of this study consisted of 120 students (56 males and 64 females) from the third
year students in Al Zaytoonah University during the first semester of the academic year
2011/2012. The students were divided into experimental group and control group. The
researchers collected data by pre/post test. After the data were analyzed via t-test, the results
show that songs highly enhance students' ability to study poems with entertainment;
moreover, they improve their knowledge of literature as they gain the skills of analysis and

criticism in general.
2- Stories:

For a long time, stories have been widely used in ELT (English Language Teaching).
They are considered as one of the most important pedagogical tools to bring about language
learning for their benefits. Pathan, (2012: 28) argues that "The advocates of the use of short
stories for developing language skills argue that the use of short stories offers the material
which is real, creative and rich in language selection, as well as amusing and motivational

in nature".

According to Griva (2007, 27), "stories can provide a natural context for language
exploration and are a vehicle for analyzing and practicing language items and structures”.
Additionally, teachers can use stories to attract students' attention and make them more
focused on the lesson. Bhuvaneswari. & Rosamma, (2011: 137) argue that: " Short stories
are interesting and the learners are bound emotionally to the text and the amount of
distraction is minimal. Short stories provide ample opportunities for focused attention and
the functions of lexical congruities and language structure can be comprehended effectively

in the use of interactive tasks".

Bretz (1990: 338), while discussing the importance of the use of short-stories in

foreign language teaching, illustrates that stories help to improve communicative
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competence by providing "a springboard for the development of critical thinking and
aesthetic appreciation”.

Pathan (2013), classifies various benefits of the use of short-stories in EFL (English
as a Foreign Language) classroom under different categories such as: linguistic, socio-
cultural, personal and emotional and discusses them in detail focusing on their possible
implications for EFL teachers and learners. Another advantage of utilizing stories in ELT
(English Language Teaching) is that they can be used as a way of looking at other cultures.
In other words, teachers can tell a story in other cultures or mention some aspects of the
target culture. In the opinion of Philips (1993:18, as cited in Griva, 2007), " stories are
features of all cultures and have a universal appeal. They fascinate both students and adults

and they can be used to great effect in the language classroom."

Additionally, Pathan (2012) said that stories help students to understand another
culture and work as a stimulus for language acquisition. They also develop students’
interpretative abilities and help in expanding their language awareness. According to
Murdoch (2002:9. as cited in Pardede, 2011:19) “short stories can, if selected and exploited
appropriately, provide quality text content which will greatly enhance ELT courses for

learners at intermediate levels of proficiency”.
Methodology

This study was conducted during the Spring semester in the academic year 2012-2013. The
students participating in the study attended a two-hour class every week for a period of six weeks.
First of all, students were selected randomly from first semester students at the department of
English at the University of Benghazi. Then, a pre-test was administered in order to establish their
level. Students were randomly allocated to two groups: the experimental group and the control
group. The experimental group were taught a syllabus in Reading Comprehension that included
songs as well as short stories, while the control group were taught according to the traditional
syllabus employed in the English department. At the end of the six week period a post-test was
administered to both experimental and control groups in order to assess any difference in students'
level. In the following section the researchers will introduce the background of the participants in

this study, as well as the tools of data collection and analysis.
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1-Selection of Participants:

As mentioned previously, the participants in this study were chosen randomly from first
semester students at the English Department in the Faculty of Arts in the University of Benghazi.
They were new students coming from various secondary English specialization schools in the city
of Benghazi. Fortunately, the participants were at the same age and from the same cultural
background since they are from the same city and nationality. In addition, the experimental group
consisted of nineteen students (fifteen girls and four boys), whereas the controlled group consisted

of nineteen students (ten girls and nine boys).

2- Tools of Data Collection:

There are different approaches dominating the field of applied linguistics: quantitative or
qualitative research. Quantitative research is characterized by collecting numerical data which then
are analyzed by statistical methods. On the other hand, qualitative research involves data collection
procedures which results in non-numerical data which then are analyzed by non-numerical methods,
often by using content analysis. Depending on the nature of this study, the researcher used a mixed
method that involves using a combination of quantitative and qualitative procedures to collect data.
For the purpose of this study, data were collected via pre-test, post-test and structured interview.
The pre-test constitutes the first phase of data collection which was conducted before the researchers
started teaching. Students were divided into experimental and controlled group after the pre-test.
The post-test and the interview (second phase of data collection) were conducted after the lessons
were completed to evaluate the improvement of the students' vocabulary acquisition as well as to

reflect on their own learning.
a) Pre-test:

The pre-test provided the researchers with a full picture about the students. Besides,
pre-test can be very helpful for the students."Pretests can give students a preview of what
will be expected of them. This helps students begin to focus on the key topics that will be
covered.” (Kelly, 2013). To do so, the same pre-test was given to both groups to measure

their present level of learning and previous knowledge.

e Preparation and Administration of the Pre-test: As mentioned above, students

were divided after the pre-test was conducted. Students were all gathered in the
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same room and took the same test with the same chance to answer the test. The

pre-test consisted of two question. In the first question the students were given a
song called "What a wonderful world', and they were asked to listen to the song
twice to fill in the blanks with the missing words. In the second question, the
students were given a short story called 'The Family Vacation'. After that,
students were given fifteen minutes to read the story and choose the nearest
meaning of particular words. The story was adapted from
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss?url=searchalias%3Daps&field-
keywords=short+stories+for+reading+comprehension.

b) Lesson Plan:

After conducting the pre-test, the controlled group was taught by another teacher. On
the other hand, the experimental group was taught by the researchers. Keeping in mind the
results of the pre-test, the lesson plans were prepared according to the students' needs. Due
to the fact that each lesson includes a song and a story, it took a great deal of time to prepare
each lesson. The activities in each lesson were prepared by the researchers and some of them
were adapted from different resources.

e Criteria for Selecting Materials: In general, selecting songs and stories to be
used in this study was not an easy task for the researchers, as there are no direct
rules for selecting songs and stories for classroom teaching. However, there are
some central issues that the researchers took into consideration during the

selection of the materials used in this study, these are as follows:
1. Level of the students.
2. Age of the students.
3. Interests of the students.
4. Purpose of using each song/ story.
5. Cultural differences.

6. Duration of the class.
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Other criteria such as learning ability and learners' needs were also a

matter of great concern to the researchers.

e Songs: In particular, it was important to select songs that were in line with the
level of the students. In this research, the results of the pre-test were the backbone
of choosing songs. Griffee (1992:7) points out that "You as a teacher should
consider the age and interests of your class ... What is the language level of your
class and what are their musical interests? Each age group has its own musical

likes and dislikes."

In addition, there were specific criteria behind choosing each song such as
the topic of the songs, the unfamiliar words that the song includes, and the
different parts of speech which these words belong to. On the other hand, songs

with slang, taboo words, and allusions were avoided.

Griffe (1992, as cited in Keskin 2011:380) lists four elements to be

considered while choosing a song to be used in the class as follows:

1. Classroom environment (number, age and interests of students; lesson

hours)

2. Teacher (teacher’s age, interest in music and aim to use the song in the

class)
3. Classroom facilities (flexibility in lesson plan, classroom equipment)

4. Music (lesson plan and equipment such as the volume, sources of music,

copying machine, board, etc.).

It is important to note that most classroom activities such as pair work, group
work, guessing the meaning..etc were based on lyrics. Murphy (1992, as cited in
Hijazi&Al-natour2012) conducted an analysis of the lyrics of a large corpus of
pop songs and he found that they have different features that help second
language learners. They contain many personal pronouns and common, short

words; the language is conversational; there is repetition of vocabulary and
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structures; time and place are usually imprecise; and the lyrics are often sung at

a slower rate than words are spoken with more pauses between utterances.

e Stories: The researchers applied the same previous criteria when they chose
stories. The only difference between songs and stories was the time available in
the class: a song does not need much time because it is usually short. On the other
hand, a story needs a lot of time. According to Pardede (2011:18): "... Story
selection is indeed one of the most important roles of the teacher. Since the
lengths of short-stories quite vary, choose a story short enough to handle within
course hours. The shortness of the text is important for the students because they
will see that they can read, understand and finish something in English, and it

will give the students a feeling of achievement and self-confidence."

Hill (1994: 15) points out three other basic criteria of choosing the text:
(1) the needs and abilities of the students; (2) the linguistic and stylistic level
of the text; (3) the amount of background information required for a true
appreciation of the material. Unfortunately, the researcher could not find
stories short enough to be presented in one class, so he decided to divide each
story on two classes.

c) Structured Interview:

Another tool of data collection used in this study was the structured interview.
The structured interview is one of the significant kinds of interviews. In this kind of
interview the researcher follows a prepared format that includes certain questions to be
asked with each interviewee. The structured interview has many advantages. Dornyei
(2011:135) said, "Such tightly controlled interviews ensure that the interviewee focuses
on the target topic area and that the interview covers a well-defined domain, which makes
the answers comparable across different respondents”. In this study, the structured
interview allowed the researchers to collect data from the subjects being taught by them.
Furthermore, this structured interview aimed to lead the students to reflect upon their

learning of vocabulary with the use of songs and stories. In addition, it intended to find
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out if they have learned new vocabulary during the conduct of the experiment. Richards
(2001, as cited in Safran 2008:11) stated that:

"Interview with teachers and students can be used to get their views on any

aspect of the course. Normally, structured interviews provide more useful

information than unstructured interview. Advantage: In-depth information

can be obtained on specific questions™.

e Preparation and Administration of Interview: As mentioned previously, the

researchers followed a prepared format that included certain questions. This

format is widely known as the interview guide, schedule or protocol. It has

believed that a well prepared interview guide ensures devising rich data. Dornyei

(2011:137) lists five main areas in which the interview guide can help the

interviewer as follows:

1. By ensuring that the domain is covered and nothing important is left out.
2. By suggesting appropriate question wordings.

3. By offering a list of useful probe questions to be used if needed.

4. By offering a template for the opening statement.

5. By listing some comments to bear in mind.

The structured interview used in this study consists of five questions. Every

question in this interview designed to meet the goal of this study and also to control

the flow of the conversation as follows:

1. What do you think of the use of songs and stories in the learning of new

vocabulary?

Aim: Students express their view in general about the learning of vocabulary

by using songs and stories.

2. Do you think that the use of songs and stories can improve your

vocabulary?

(2018 ssams2) 43 22d)

290




ISSNAi 5 A1) Aawall : 2523 — 1871 - (5 iy daala-laY) 48 Al
AR

et b

e
Aim: Students state whether the use of songs and stories will enhance their

learning of vocabulary or not.
3. Do you think that songs and stories make learning vocabulary easily?

Aim: Students state if they think the use of songs and stories may simplify

their learning of vocabulary .

4. Do you think that you have learned more/ new vocabulary through songs

and stories?

Aim: Students are asked to state if they have learned new vocabulary from
songs and stories.

5. Would you like it if your teachers use songs and stories in their teaching?

Aim: This question tends to find out if students really cope with the use of songs and

stories in a way that they would like other teachers to use them in their teaching

After conducting the post-test for both control and experimental groups,
students of the experimental group were interviewed. Unfortunately, only seventeen
students attended the interview (14 females, and 3 males). Due to certain
circumstances, two students were not able to attend the interview and the researchers
were not able to conduct another interview with these two students because they were

having exams only two days after the interview.

The interview was recorded simply because the researcher were not able to
catch every aspect in the interview. Also, taking notes may influence the flow of the
interview. On the other hand, being aware that some people do not like the idea of
recording, all students were gathered before the interview and the researchers
discussed this issue with them. Fortunately, all students agreed to be recorded and no

one had any comment. Then, the students were interviewed one by one.
Data Analysis

Data Analysis related to Pre-test and Post-test
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This section provides analysis of the data gained via pre-test and post-test. There are different

statistical calculations and software for analyzing the collected data. The researcher employed the
SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) software for analyzing the obtained numerical

data and the t-test for comparing the two groups' means.
Group Statistics:

Table 1. (Pre-test & Post-test, both groups)

X Y N Mean Std. Deviation
Controlled Group 19 11.1579 4.01751
Pre test )
Data Experimental 19 14.1053 1.85277
Group ' '
Controlled Group 19 10.9474 3.82207
Post test
Data .
Experimental Group 19 16.8421 .89834

Independent Samples Test:

Table 2. Independent Samples Test (Pre-test & Post-test)

t-test for Equality of Means
Y
T DF Sig. (2-tailed) Mean Difference
Pre-test 2904 | 36 006 2.94737-
Data
Post-test 6544 | 36 000 5.80474-
Data

The above tables show that there is highly significant statistical difference between control

and experimental groups in both pre-test and post-test since the P_ value < 0.05.

T- test

Group Statistics

Table 3. t-test (both groups)

X Y N Mean Std. Deviation
Controlled Pre-test 19 11.1579 401751
Group Data Post-test 19 10.9474 3.82207

Pre-test 19 14.1053 1.85277
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Experimental Post-test 19 16.8421 .89834
Group Data

Independent Samples Test

Table 4. Independent Samples Test (both groups)

t-test for Equality of Means

X
T Df Sig. (2-tailed) | Mean Differencq
Controlled Group Data .165 36 .869 .21053
Experimental Group Data -5.794- 36 .000 -2.73684-

Statistically, this difference is considered to be significant at the 0.05 level of confidence. In
other words, there is no significant improvement for the control group because the P_ value (Sig.)

above 0.05 which is (0.869). On the other hand, there is a highly significant statistical improvement

for the experimental group, this is due to the P_ value (Sig.) which is below 0.05.

Data Analysis Related to the Structured Interview

As mentioned previously, the interview aimed to collect data directly from the students in

order to reflect their own learning. In addition to that, the interview intended to obtain data that are

directly related to the goals and objectives of the current study.

The students' answers could be summarized as follows:

1. All of the students interviewed by the researchers think that using songs and

stories in learning vocabulary is useful and helpful.

2. All of the students think that their vocabulary improves with the use of songs and

stories.

3. All of the students find it easy to guess the meaning of the new words form the

context without using a dictionary.

4. Most of the students have learned a lot of new words via songs and stories.

5. All of the students enjoyed learning new vocabulary by using songs and stories,
and they also believe that it is a good idea if other teachers use songs and stories in

their teaching.
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Conclusion

This study was carried out to investigate the effectiveness of using songs and stories on
second language vocabulary acquisition. The sample of the study (control and experimental groups)
was the first semester students at the Department of English, University of Benghazi. A pre-test was
conducted to measure the students' level. After that, songs and stories were used in teaching the
experimental group's students for six classes. Various activities were used throughout the six classes.
A post-test was administered to assess the progress that students have made after these classes.
Besides, a structured interview was conducted to reflect upon the students' own learning. The
findings of the data demonstrate that there is a significant improvement in the level of the students
of the experimental group. On the other hand, the performance of the control group students

decreased.

Thus, teachers should utilize variety teaching techniques such as songs and stories to keep
students motivated to learn. Also, teachers should be aware of their students' needs and the culture
differences when they use songs and stories in their teaching. In addition, policy makers should
provide schools and universities with courses that focus on teaching vocabulary rather than focusing

on grammar and other aspects.

Moreover, the contents of these courses should be based on songs and stories as a technique
of introducing new words. Besides, the Ministry of Higher Education should also provide labs, CDs,
TV, data shows, overhead projectors and other equipments and aids to help Libyan teachers
undertake different kinds of activities regarding songs and stories. Finally, workshops and other
training programs are very important for both students and teachers and should be done once or
twice at least during the academic year.

Recommendations

Since this study indicates that the use of songs and short stories might be beneficial to

students engaged in Reading Comprehension courses, few recommendations are suggested below:

1. Libyan teachers should utilize variety teaching techniques such as songs and stories to

keep students motivated to learn.
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2. Libyans teachers should be aware of their students' needs and the culture differences
when they use songs and stories in their teaching.

3.TheMinistry of Higher Education should provides schools and universities with courses

that focus on teaching vocabulary rather than focusing on grammar and other aspects.

4. The contents of these courses should be based on songs and stories as a technique f

introducing new words.

5. The Ministry of Higher Education should also provide labs, CDs, TV, data show,
overhead projectors and other equipments and aids to help Libyan teachers undertake

different kinds of activities regarding songs and stories.

5. Workshops and other training programs are very important for both students and

teachers and should be done once or twice at least during the academic year.
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""Comme"" une causale ou un adverbe de maniere?
Etude des difficultés syntaxiques et semantiques : les nuances de comme
Amel Mahdi EL.Fakhrie

Abstract

Our problem here is to "comme" is a causal condition or a gerund. The word "comme" is a

common word used both in written and spoken language and despite its frequent use, it is rarely
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noticed in terms of grammatical or semantic function. Our aim of this study is to focus on its

situational functions in particular.In conclusion we found that the word "comme™ can perform the
function of the concomitance and descriptive function and that despite the prevalence of its use
followed by another adverb or a conjunction, but that the traditional grammar books do not study

or notice these functions.

Mots-clés : Valeur adverbiale — proposition circonstancielle de cause - proposition

circonstancielle de temps — adverbe — pronom démonstratif

1-Introduction

Le terme "comme" dans la langue francaise contemporaine appartient aux ces termes dont
l'utilisation répétitive quotidiennement attire trés peu notre attention concernant sa valeur
syntaxique ou sémantique. La richesse et la diversité de ce mot apparait clairement au moment ou
nous devons identifier son réle dans la phrase en découvrant de diverses fonctions de "comme™ : (

conjonction, adverbe, préposition....etc.)
La présente étude sera consacrée particulierement a la fonction adverbiale de "comme".

Notre objectif est de se concentrer sur les nuances de "comme" (ses variétés) et d'ici nous

allons exposer la problématique de notre sujet :

Nous essayerons d'expliquer les valeurs causales et temporelles de "comme". Nous allons
également expliquer sa valeur de maniére et sa valeur qualifiante. Notre méthode de travail
est basée sur une approche pronominale avec un corpus de presque cent exemples tirés de

la langue écrite.

2. Les valeurs de ""comme""

Lorsque lI'adverbe "comme" vient a la téte de la phrase, il introduit une proposition donnant
deux effets sémantiques : la valeur causale et la valeur temporelle ou ce que la grammaire

traditionnelle appelle la nuance causale de "comme".

2.1 La valeur causale de ""comme"
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La valeur causale de cet adverbe apparait dans plusieurs exemples dans notre corpus dans

lesquels nous constatons que la proposition subordonnée introduite par "comme" se place

obligatoirement au début de la phrase :

1.

o > N

Comme il se sentait valide, il s'était proposé pour cette place de concierge. (
Camus, L'étranger, p.16)

Comme j'aime beaucoup le café au lait, j'ai accepté. (ibid., p.17)

Comme je n'avais pas de chapeau, je m'éventais avec mon mouchoir. (ibid. p.28)
Comme elle voulait savoir depuis quand, j'ai répondu : "Depuis hier". (ibid., p. 35)
Comme je ne disais rien, il m'a demandé si cela m'ennuierait de le faire tout de
suite et j'ai répondu que non. (ibid., p.53,54)

Comme il était occupé, j'ai attendu un peu. (ibid., p.11)

Je me suis levé et comme j'avais envie de parler, j'ai dit, un peu au hasard
d'ailleurs, que je n'avais pas eu l'intention de tuer I'Arabe. (ibid., p.158)

Comme le directeur ne comprenait pas la question, il lui a dit: "c'est la loi."” (p.138)

Comme il était occupé, j'ai attendu un peu. (ibid., p.11)

La relation entre la premiére action dite proposition subordonnée et l'action ou la

proposition principale est une relation de continuation ou de prolongement. La proposition

subordonnée annonce la proposition principale et s'unit avec elle en tournant en causalité : une

cause et son effet. Cette proposition fait partie de ce que la grammaire traditionnelle appelle

les propositions subordonnées circonstancielles de cause. Et pour confirmer la valeur causale

de "comme" dans les exemples ci-dessus, nous pouvons remplacer "comme" par "parce que"

ou par "car" dont le sens causal est tres clair :

1.

Comme j'aime beaucoup le café au lait, j'ai accepté. (Camus, L'étranger ,p.17)

Cette phrase tirée de notre corpus peut étre modifiée sans perdre sa valeur sémantique

comme suit :

Parce que j'aime beaucoup le café au lait, j'ai accepté.

Car j'aime beaucoup le café au lait, j'ai accepté.

2.2 La valeur temporelle de ""comme"

(2018 sawsd) 43 aand) 303




ISSN4s 5 yiSIY) 4awill : 2523 — 1871 (6 3ty daala-laY) 40K Al

Quand, dans une phrase, I'action de la proposition principale et celle de la proposition
subordonnée se déroulent en méme temps, I'adverbe "comme" exprime la simultanéité. Nous

pouvons découvrir cette valeur dans I'exemple suivant tiré de notre corpus :

1. Mais comme il est chargé de rendre compte du proces du parricide, on lui a

demandé de cabler votre affaire en méme temps. (ibid.p.131)

"Comme" dans cette phrase peut étre remplacé par "au moment que, au moment au, juste

S

au moment ou™:

1. mais au moment qu'il est chargé de rendre compte du procés du parricide, on lui
a demandé de cabler votre affaire en méme temps.

2. mais au moment ou il est chargé de rendre compte du proces du parricide, on lui
a demandé de cabler votre affaire en méme temps.

3. mais juste au moment ou il est chargé de rendre compte du procés du parricide,

on lui a demandé de cabler votre affaire en méme temps.

Nous constatons aussi que dans cette phrase, il y a une certaine nuance de causalité, alors
que les deux actions se déroulent en méme temps; et que la proposition subordonnée annonce

la cause de I'action dans la proposition principale.
Au-dessous, nous avons une phrase dans laquelle les deux actions ont lieu en méme temps:

1. Juste comme j'avais voulu me coucher, les enfants avaient commencé a crier. (

concomitance)

Selon les livres de grammaire traditionnelle, *'comme" quand il est un adverbe temporel

est suivi de I'imparfait:
Comme il sortait, elle entra.( Mauger, Hachette, 1968. p 659)
Nous pouvons construire une phrase semblable :
Comme il partait, elle dorma.
"L'action de la principale est contemporaine de celle de la subordonnée :

Elle entrait comme il sortait. .( Mauger, Hachette, 1968. p 659)
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Comme il sortait, elle était entrée.
Nous remarquons que les deux actions dans toutes ces phrases-la sont au passé.

2.3 La valeur de maniére de ""comme"":

"Comme" devient un adverbe de maniére quand il exprime la maniére par laquelle une

action se fait et joue le méme rdle des adverbes qui se terminent par la suffixe "ment".
-comme un idiot : idiotement.
-comme une mere : maternellement.
"Comme" ici remplace la suffixe "-ment" et joue son réle dans la phrase.

Nous avons trouve un exemple dans notre corpus dans lequel il y a une certaine nuance

adverbiale :

1.1l faisait bon et, comme en plaisantant, j'ai laissé aller ma téte en arriére et je

I'ai posée sur son ventre. (ibid.; p.34)

Comme le gérondif exprime la maniére, nous pouvons remplacer "en plaisantant™ par un

adverbe de maniere terminé par "-ment" : (plaisamment)

2.4 La valeur qualifiante de ""comme"’

L'utilisation de "comme" suivi d'un nom non précédé par un déterminant ajoute a "comme" une
valeur qualifiante qui disparait en mettant un déterminant devant le nom; et cette valeur qualifiante

serait remplacée par une autre valeur dite "comparante".

1. Je travaille comme femme de ménage :
- Je fait un travail de femme de ménage chez qgn dans une maison ou dans un hotel et je
recois un salaire.
Mais :
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2. Je travaille comme une femme de ménage :
- Je travaille dur dans ma propre maison comme une femme de ménage "professionnelle™
sans recevoir un salaire.
Dans la premiere phrase :
- Je travaille comme femme de ménage :
C'est ma profession ou mon metier : ce que je fais pour gagner ma vie.
Mais dans la deuxieme phrase :
- Je travaille comme une femme de ménage :
Je ressemble a une femme de ménage en travaillant dur dans ma maison.
Pour mieux exposer notre idée, nous avons trouvé des exemples dans notre corpus ou
nous pourrions montrer la différence entre les deux cas :

1. 1l m'a dit trés presque méchamment que dans tous les cas le directeur et le
personnel de I'asile seraient entendus comme témoins et que "cela pouvait me jouer
un tres sale tour. (Camus, L'étranger, p. 102, 103) (c'est une valeur qualifiante)

2. Alors il m'a dit trés vite et d'une fagon passionnée que lui croyait en Dieu, que sa
conviction était qu‘aucun homme n'était assez coupable pour que Dieu ne lui
pardonnat pas, mais qu'il fallait pour cela que I'homme par son repentir devint
comme un enfant dont I'ame est vide et préte a tout accueillir. (ibid., p.107)

Ici , il s'agit d'une valeur comparante, car dans cette phrase, I'écrivain compare I'nomme

"pardonné" par Dieu a un enfant qui n'a pas encore commis une péché.

3. Cas d'ambiguite

En examinant notre corpus, nous nous sommes trouveé affronté fréqguemment par des exemples
ou "comme" est suivi par d'autres adverbes, conjonctions ou pronoms..... etc. En dépit de la
récurrence de ce cas-la, il n'est pas mentionné par les grammairiens. Je n'ai trouvé aucune réference

qui traite ce cas particulier d'utilisation.
Au dessous, nous allons citer quelques exemples tirés dans notre corpus:

1- J'ai mangé au restaurant, chez Céleste, comme d'habitude.
(ibid., p.10)
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2- Je fermais les volets et ¢a finissait comme toujours. ( ibid., p.52)

3- Mais je n'aurais jamais cru que cette charogne pourrait partir comme ¢a. ( ibid., p.64)
4- C'était le méme soleil que le jour ou j'avais enterré maman et, comme alors, le front
surtout me faisait mal et toutes ses veines battaient ensemble sous la peau. (ibid., p.94)

5- Il m'expliqué qu'on ne cassait pas un jugement, comme cela, pour rien. (ibid., p.163)

Dans les phrases 1,2,3, "comme" est suivi par un autre adverbe. Dans les deux phrases
premiéres, il s'agit d'expressions qui se répetent soit dans la langue parlée soit dans la
langue écrite.

Dans les exemples 4 et 5, "comme" est suivi par le pronom "¢a" et cet emploi-la est trés

courante dans la langue francaise contemporaine.
Remarque :

"ca" dans la grammaire traditionnelle a deux fonctions dans la phrase :
- Parfois, il a une fonction adverbiale,

- Parfois, il joue le rdle d'un pronom démonstratif?.

""ca'" est une forme réduite de cela. Au XVlle siécle, il était de la langue populaire; c'est au
X1Xe et au XXe siecle qu'il s'est imposé dans l'usage général, tout en restant cependant moins
"soigné" que cela. ( B U § 698):

Je suis roi. Ca suffit. ( V.Hugo)?

L'emploi de "comme" suivi de "¢a" est tres étendu dans le francais parlé et familier (constituant

des expressions aux nuances variées :
Comparaison : Un fauteuil large comme ¢a...)3

Nous pouvons ajouter un exemple tiré dans notre corpus:

1 Grammaire Larousse du Francais contemporaine, Jean-Claude chevalier, Claire Blanche-
Benveniste, Michel Arrivé, Jean Peytard, Larousse, 1985, § 369, 370

2 Le petit Grévisse, Grammaire Francaise, Marc Lits, Deboek, Duculot, 2011, § 255, Rem.
2

3 Grammaire pratique du Francais d'aujourd'hui, G.Mauger, Hachette, 1968, § 765
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1. Caferait vilain de tirer comme ¢a. (Camus, L'étranger, p.90)

(Appreéciation vague : vous allez mieux, j'espéere? — comme ca...
Désignation péjorative : Des gens comme ¢a, j'en ai trop vu.)*
Voici un exemple tiré de notre corpus qui a la méme nuance sémantique:

2. Mais je n'aurais cru que cette charogne pourrait partir comme ¢a. (Camus, L'étranger,
p.64)

4. Conclusion

Dans notre modeste travail, nous avons essayé d'étudier l'adverbe "comme™ avec ses valeurs
causales, temporelles et qualifiante; en essayant de laisser sa fonction conjonctive pour une étude
prochaine méme si les deux fonctions ne peuvent pas forcément étre toujours séparées.

L'ambiguité de son réle syntaxique et sémantique nous a fait rechercher dans la littérature pour
découvrir comment il est utilisé par les écrivains, et aussi dans les grammaires pour voir comment
il est traité par les grammairiens.

En bref, nous avons abouti a :

- L'adverbe "comme" peut jouer une fonction de concomitance, une fonction causale et une

fonction qualifiante.

- "Comme" peut jouer la méme fonction des adverbes de maniére qui se terminent par "-

ment".

- Le terme "comme" se trouve fréguemment utilisé avec un autre adverbe, une autre

conjonction ou un autre pronom; et dans ce cas-13, il n'est pas mentionné dans la grammaire

traditionnelle.

Annexe

Cette partie sera consacrée a notre corpus sur lequel nous avons appliqué les problemes de notre

étude, nous avons utilisé un roman d'Albert Camus "L'étranger" :

1- Pour le moment, c'est un peu comme si maman n'était pas morte. (p.10)

2- J'ai mangé au restaurant, chez Céleste, comme d'habitude.

41bid., § 765
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(p.10)
3- Comme il était occupé, j'ai attendu un peu. (p.11)

4- Au bout d'un moment, il m'a regardé et il m'a demandé : "Pourquoi?" mais sans reproche,
comme s'il s'informait. (p.14)

5- J'ai dit au concierge, sans me retourner vers lui: " 1l y a longtemps que vous étes la?"
Immédiatement, il répondu : " Cing ans" — comme s'il avait attendu depuis toujours ma
demande. (p.15)

6- Comme il se sentait valide, il s'était proposé pour cette place de concierge. ( p.16)

7- Comme j'aime beaucoup le café au lait, j'ai accepté. (ibid. p.17)

8- Je me souviens qu'a un moment j'ai ouvert les yeux et j'ai vu que les vieillards dormaient
tassés sur eux-mémes, a l'exception d'un seul qui, le menton sur le dos de ses mains
agrippées a la cannes, me regardait fixement comme s'il n‘attendait que mon réveil. (p.21)

9- Il crachait dans un grand mouchoir a carreaux et chacun de ses crachats était comme un
arrachement. (p.21,22)

10- En sortant, et a mon grand étonnement, ils m'ont tous serré la main — comme si cette nuit
ou nous n‘avions pas échangé un mot avait accru notre intimité. (p.22)

11- Le soir, dans ce pays, devait étre comme une tréve mélancolique. (p.27)

12- Comme je n'avais pas de chapeau, je m'éventais avec mon mouchoir. (p.28)

13- 1l faisait bon et, comme en plaisantant, j'ai laissé aller ma téte en arriere et je I'ai posée
sur son ventre. (p.34)

14- Comme elle voulait savoir depuis quand, j'ai répondu : "Depuis hier". (p. 35)

15- Mais le passage des nuées avait laissé sur la rue comme une promesse de pluie qui I'a
rendue plus sombre. (p.39)

16- Comme je ne disais rien, il m'a demandé si cela m'ennuierait de le faire tout de suite et j'ai
répondu que non. ( p.53,54)

17-Hier, c'était samedi et Marie est venue, comme nous en étions convenus. (p.57)

18- 1l a ajouté que Raymond devrait avoir honte d'étre soll au point de trembler comme il le
faisait. (p.61)

19- Je l'ai emmené au Champ de Manceuvres, comme d'habitude. (p.64)

20- Mais je n‘aurais jamais cru que cette charogne pourrait partir comme ¢a. (p.64)

21- Mais comme un chien vit moins qu‘'un homme, ils avaient fini par étre vieux ensemble. (74)
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22- Ca ferait vilain de tirer comme ¢a. ( p.90)

23- Pourtant, nous sommes restés encore immobiles comme si tout s'était refermé autour de
nous. (p.90)

24- C'était le méme soleil que le jour ou j'avais enterré maman et, comme alors, le front surtout
me faisait mal et toutes ses veines battaient ensemble sous la peau. ( p.94)

25- La lumiere a giclé sur I'acier et c'était comme une longue lame étincelante qui m'atteignait
au front. (p.94)

26- Et c'était comme quatre coups brefs que je frappais sur la porte du malheur. (p.95)

27- 1l m'a regardé d'une facon bizarre, comme si je lui inspirais un peu de dégodt. (p.102)

28- 1l m'a dit trés presque méchamment que dans tous les cas le directeur et le personnel de
I'asile seraient entendus comme témoins et que “cela pouvait me jouer un tres sale tour. (
p. 102, 103)

29- Il m'a d'abord dit qu'on me dépeignait comme étant d'un caractére taciturne et renfermé
et il a voulu savoir ce que j'en pensais. (p.104)

30- Il a souri comme la premiére fois, a reconnu que c'était la meilleure des raisons. (p.104)

31- Il m'a demandé si j'aimais maman. J'ai dit : "Oui, comme tout le monde" (p.105)

32- Alors il m'a dit trés vite et d'une fagon passionnée que lui croyait en Dieu, que sa conviction
était qu'aucun homme n'était assez coupable pour que Dieu ne lui pardonnat pas, mais
qu'il fallait pour cela que I'nomme par son repentir devint comme un enfant dont I'ame est
vide et préte a tout accueillir. ( p.107)

33-La chaleur se faisait de plus en plus grande. Comme toujours, quand j'ai envie de me
débarrasser de quelgu'un que j'écoute a peine, j'ai eu I'air d'approuver. (p.108)

34- Mais j'ai pensé que moi aussi j'étais comme eux. (p.109)

35- Le juge s'est alors leve, comme s'il me signifiait que I'interrogatoire était terminé. (p.109)

36- On est venu chercher mon voisin de droite et sa femme lui a dit sans baisser le ton comme
si elle n‘avait pas remarqueé qu'il n'était plus nécessaire de crier : " Soigne-toi bien et fais
attention.” (p.119)

37- J'aurais attendu des passages d'oiseaux ou des rencontres de nuages comme j'attendais ici
les curieuses cravates de mon avocat et comme, dans un autre monde, je patientais
jusqu'au samedi pour étreindre le corps de Marie. (p.120)

38- Je lui ai dit que j'étais comme eux et que je trouvais ce traitement injuste. (p.121)
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39-J'ai remarqué a ce moment que tout le monde se rencontrait, s'interpellait et conversait,

comme dans un club ou, on est heureux de se retrouver entre gens du méme monde. (p.130)

40- Je me suis expliqué aussi la bizarre impression que j'avais d'étre de trop, un peu comme
un intrus. (p.130)

41- Mais comme il est chargé de rendre compte du proces du parricide, on lui a demandé de
cabler votre affaire en méme temps. (p.131)

42- Comme le directeur ne comprenait pas la question, il lui a dit : "c'est la loi.” (p.138)

43- Pour lui comme pour tous les autres, le méme céréemonial s'est répété. (p.138)

44- Comme s'il était arrivé au bout de sa science se de sa bonne volonté, Céleste s'est alors
retourné vers moi. (p.142)

45- Pour finir, il a demandé a Raymond quels étaient ses moyens d'existences, et comme ce
dernier répondait : " Magasinier™, I'avocat général a déclaré aux jurés que de notoriété
géneéral le témoin exercait le métier de souteneur. (p.147)

46- Dans I'obscurité de ma prison roulante, j'ai retrouvé un a un, comme du fond de ma
fatigue, tous les bruits familiers d'une ville que j'aimais et d'une certaine heure ou il
m'arrivait de me sentir content. (p.148)

47- Comme si les chemins familiers tracés dans les ciels d'été pouvaient mener aussi bien aux
prisons qu‘aux sommeils innocents. (149)

48- Comme il le disait lui-méme : " J'en ferai la preuve, messieurs, et je la ferai doublement.
(p.152)

49- J'avais abattu I'Arabe comme je le projetais. (p.153)

50- Je me suis levé et comme j'avais envie de parler, j'ai dit, un peu au hasard d'ailleurs, que
je n‘avais pas eu I'intention de tuer I'Arabe. (p.158)

51- C'est a peine si j'ai entendu mon avocat s'écrier, pour finir, que les jurés ne voudraient pas
envoyer a la mort un travailleur honnéte perdu par une minute d'égarement, et demander
les circonstances atténuantes pour un crime dont je trainais déja, comme le plus sdr de
mes chatiments, le remords éternel. (p.161)

52- Elle m'a fait un petit signe comme si elle disait : "Enfin", et j'ai vu son visage un peu
anxieux. (p.162)

53- Il m'expliqué qu'on ne cassait pas un jugement, comme cela, pour rien. (p.163)

54- Comme tout le monde, j'avais lu des comptes rendus dans les journaux. (p.166)
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55- 11 la rejoint comme on marche & la rencontre d'une personne. (p.171)

56- Je trouvais cela normal comme je comprenais tres bien que les gens m'oublient apres ma

mort. (p.175)

57- J'ai répondu que je I'aborderais exactement comme je I'abordais en ce moment. (p.178)

58- Il a fait un pas vers moi et s'est arrétée, comme s'il n‘osait avancer. (p.179,180)

59- 1l n'était méme pas sdr d'étre en vie puisqu'il vivait comme un mort. (p.182)

60- C'était comme si j'avais attendu pendant tout le temps cette minute et cette petite aube ou

je serais justifié. (p.183)

61- Que m'importaient la mort des autres, I'amour d'une mere, que m'importaient son Dieu,

les vies qu'on choisit, les destins qu'on élit, puisqu'un seul destin devait m'élire moi-méme

et avec moi des milliards de privilégiés qui, comme lui, se disaient mes freres. (p.183,184)

62- La merveilleuse paix de cet été endormi entrait en moi comme une mareée. (p.185)

63- La-bas, la-bas aussi, autour de cet asile ou des vies s'éteignaient, le soir était comme tréve

mélancolique. (p.185)

64- Comme si cette grande colere m'avait purgé du mal, vidé d'espoir, devant cette nuit

chargée de signes et d'étoiles, je m'ouvrais pour la premiére fois a la tendre indifférence
du monde. (185, 186)
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