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(3) Creswell: Ibid., Figg. 114-117

(4) Creswell: Ibid., Figg. 116-117

(5)  Creswell: Ibid., Fig. 125 p. 20
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Mr. Eric Newsone

WESTERN CULTURE IN RELATION
TO THE THIRD WORLD

The history of hunmankind is essentially the record of man's action on
external nature, his increasing control and modification of natural forces
and his dt‘\'L‘lOpm_cnl of material production. It is of course within and as a
result of such action and of such development that man also modifies him-
self tlhr_ough the extended application and strengthening of his faculties.
And it is through this process, the development of human faculties in the
context of material production, that human culture arises and takes di-
stinctive form,

Every society elaborates its own specific culture, which is more or less
advanced insofar as the particular society is more or less developed eco-
nomically. But whatever characteristic forms or manifestations a specific
culture may take, culture has always to be considered in relation to two
major functions. The first of these is of course the material function: cul-
ture consists of everthing that men have built or adapted as distinct from
the raw materials of nature. In other words, culture includes buildings,
weapons, machines, tools and all forms of equipment. It is from these
aspects of culture that we obtain our environment, our way of life, our
economic power. Culture in its material sense grows out of man’s struggle
with nature, first for bare existence and then for improvements in the con-
ditions of human life.

Yet in the course of that struggle and the necessary development of
material culture, man himself develops and experiences modification. He
becomes conscious of himself as a subject, as an actor, in confronting na-
ture and in confronting, or co-operating with, other men or groups of men.
In transforming nature men also transform themselves. Their tastes, ideas
and aspirations change in accordance with changes in the condition of their
lives; and at the same time their aspirations, their tastes and their ideas act
upon their lives to produce a still further change.

We can therefore consider culture in two distinct ways: the material
and the intellectual, culture as an skill and culture as idea, as technical ad-
vance and as creative achievement. Each of course penetrates and influen-
ces the other: printing, photography and sound recording are obvious
enough examples of this process. The growth of technique advances crea-
tive culture, which in turn makes new technical demands on material cul-
ture or leads to new applications. A striking and very recent illustration of
the way in which material and creative culture are inseparably intertwined
is provided by a surprising yet very close connection between two activities



that might at first sight seem wholly disparate-the popular cine
litary training. ma and m;.

A demand by western audiences for greater levels of visual rea];
increasingly exciting special effects in modern adventure thrillera ism and
cally, films glorifying the adventures of a fictitious imperialist : (specifi-
during the 1970s to the development of new and elaborate devicesgenl) led
of simulating fire, explosions, crashes, bomb attacks and all the chiapable
istics of a modern battle in a completely authentic and convincing w’acter-
without causing the slightest harm to actors or film crew. This tec::)f--yet
facility, initiated in order to increase the profit accruing from comm nical
entertainment, has now (1983) been utilized and extended by the Befc.lal
army as a new and significant element in its military training pmgra,::mh
Thus the creative, or at least the commercial, requirements of cinema kit
tiate an advance in technical progress; and the outcome subsequently fi::;;-
additional and previously undreamed- of application in an entirely diff ;
rent field or sphere of action. *

The close connection of material and creative culture can thus be seen
as incontestable. Yet the word ‘culture’, even the phrase ‘creative culture’
remains indistinct and inadequately defined. To speak of ‘culture’ IOOSe];
and unthinkingly in accordance with much contemporary western usage, to
utilize the phrase ‘creative culture’ merely as signifying an elevated or 'su-
perior style, as a refined form of music or literature, as referring to levels
of professional excellence or amateur leisure activity, is to limit and debase
its meaning. If we wish to do more than merely invoke it more or less va-
guely, more or less glibly, -if in fact we wish to understand what we ac-
tually mean by ‘creative culture’, we must abandon any idea of culture as a
simple and monolithic concept and instead seek to examine it more analy-
tically.

We may think of culture in terms of objects and artefacts which we
find desirable because they seem to us to be aesthetically attractive: the
physically beautiful.

We may apply the term to objects and appliances which are especially
efficient and effective because they are closely adapted to a specific use or
purpose: the functionally beautiful.

We may wish to signify a quality in an individual man which we con-
sider noble, virtuous or heroic: the morally beautiful.

Or we may wish to praise an individual, or a group, dedicated to his
own community or more generally to public service: the socially or the po-
litically beautiful.

All these different strands are implicit in creative culture. They may
be, and in complex modern societies they now frequently are, considered as
separate functions unconnected with each other; yet they should ideally be
fused as indivisible elements of the virtue and excellence to which every



man ought Lo aspire,

Todo the useful thing, to say the courageous thing, to contemplate the
beautiful thing: that is enough for one man’s life.™

The man who can say this of himself, or of whom it can be said by
others, is truly a cultured man - one who not only experiences culture but
who also in some form transmits it. Culture, we may asserl, is not a matter
of luxury articles to be consumed only by the rich. It is not a stylish and
clegant way of life to be enjoyed only by the rich. It is not some abstract,
disembodied process of thought or feeling, which springs out of the psy-
chology ol a privileged individual functioning in isolation, and which then
simply exists in order to be admired by others.

On the contrary: culture is a function of man in society, of man an-
chored in his environment and acting upon it.

I1

In transforming nature men transform themselves, thus giving rise to
material and creative culture. This process takes place in all societies. Yet it
does so not only to a more or less elaborated and complicated extent; it alsp
manifests itself in very different ways. Biological equality and genetic uni-
formity do not result in the production of a single human culture but of
many distinct cultures, many different levels of achievement and perfor-
mance. Different peoples, equally endowed in genetic and biological terms,
tread separate paths towards differentiated goals, and in so doing construct
and create cultures that take very varied forms. The fact that they confront
different configurations of economic possibilities and problems is of
course a sufficient explanation of this.

Thus every society, from its own particular economic and material
base, formulates its own intellectual and creative universe, its own specific
and distinctive culture, with forms that may be more or less advanced than
those of others but which are above all more or less closely appropriate to
its own needs.

Why then should any one society pay attention to the culture of ano-
ther? Clearly any society utilizes a huge legacy of skill and knowledge
which it has itself accumulated over a long period of time. Yet in construct-
ing its own creative and intellectual framework, the particular pattern that
constitutes its distinctive culture, each society does so in a highly selective
way.

The cultural pattern of any civilization makes use of a certain segment
of the great arc of potential human purposes and motivations. The great
arc along which all the possible human behaviours are distributed is far too

(1) T.S. Eliot, The Use of Poetry (1967; originally, 1932), p. 13,



immense and too full of con.trauictio.n fo_r any one culture to utilize eyep

any considerable portion of it. Selgcuop is t!le first requirement. Withouy,

selection no culture could even achnt?ve intelligibility,™

Freedom to select is of course in some ways limited, and cultural dj-
versity is sometimes more apparent than real. All human beings have iden-
tical biological needs, and all human societies have to cope with certain
basic functions. Yet the necessity of selection, together with economic dif-
ferences, explain the existence of differing qualities and characteristics in
one culture as distinct from those which may be present in another, It is for
(hese reasons that European perceptions of what constitutes either aesthe-
tic or moral beauty may often be strongly at variance with those esteemed
in eastern or third world countries. And it is for these reasons too that there
are very considerable disparities in both functional and social culture.

The functionally beautiful is unarguably embodied at its highest level
of development in advanced western technology. There are some important
points to be made about this fact.

_ Because advanced technology is an outcome of western culture, it
occurs to many people in the West that they are justified in feelings
of pride and in a sense of superiority. Yet if they would care to con-
sider the centuries of oppression and exploitation, the resources
sucked remorselessly out of so many other countries, that have gone
to the creating of this technology, they would perhaps realise that the
pride is false, the superiority wholly unjustified.

— Feelings of guilt, a sense of shame, would be a more relevant re-
sponse.

— Feelings of true generosity, a desire for equality, would be more
practically useful and therefore more appropriate.

Because advanced technology is an enormous resource, it occurs to
many people both in East and West to prize it very highly. Up to a certain
point they are of course right to do so. Yet we must always seek to remain
humanly in control of this resource. We must manage and handle the
technology with great care. Technology can cease to be a promise or an aid
and become instead a threat or an injury. It can dehumanise men, turning
them into nothing other than objects amid an intense and mindless proli-
feration of objects.

If we judge western culture in terms of its own technological perfor-
mance we are unlikely to be deceived by any parading of humanitarianism,
any show of false generosity, any alleged concern with the mind or the spi-
rit. The celebrated Cartesian formula Je pense, donc je suis, 1 think there-
fore. I'm, has been translated into a wholly different reality: to be is to
consume; to be is to possess; to be is to multiply possessions through a sy-

(1) Ruth Benedict, Patterns of Culture (1967; originally, 1935), p. 171.
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stematic exploitation of others.

Of course no sociely can remain static. Its progress must be maintai-
ned and whenever possible accelerated. When we consider culture in its
material aspect and in terms of the functionally beautiful, culture as skill or
as technique, then, however cautiosly it may be approached, there are very
obvious advantages for a third world society to utilize on its own terms and
for its own benefit the technical advances made by the West. The essenlia_ls
here, surely, are avoidance of the detritus that accompanies technology in
the West -and avoidance of any confusion concerning the difference bet-
ween modernisation and development, of any doubt as to whom the bene-
fit accrues. . :

In our contemporary world access to advanced technology, however it
may subsequently be applied, is usually a matter controlled by government
or by commerical policy as dictated by the West. Specialist technical skill,
even when it is not shackled by considerations of politics or security, is not
made generously available but is almost always considered as a commodity
and almost always carries an espensive price-tag.

Yet even in the modern world the spread and availability of technical
culture can occasionally be subject to illogicality. Some decades ago, in a
gesture of false generosity which was designed as a contribution to the
spreading of western culture in Japan, the British Council despatched to
Tokyo vast quantities of musty Victorian literature which were surplus to
requirements in Britain. With them, rather curiously, went some copies of
a technical manual giving detailed instructions in motor mechanics. The
Japanese pepole, whatever interest they may or may not have taken in mi-
nor Victorian novels, studied these manuals with exemplary diligence. A
year later some Japanese businessmen arranged a visit to Britain and asked
to be taked on a tour of car assembly plants. And a year or two after that
the first Japanese cars were ready for export.

Such an example of the dissemination of technology by simply giving
it away is perhaps rare: but it neatly illustrates the advantage to the third

world of studying English as a foreign language, if only for technical pur-
poses.

III

The socially and politically beautiful, in contrast, is not embodied in
advanced western societies; and in this vital area of human culture there is
no such thing as western superiority. If we consider the greed, the waste,
the obsession with material success that shape and dominate the western
world, we must surely conclude that these things do not constitute freedom
and indeed are not compatible with it. In social terms there are two simple
yet overwhelming facts that daily proclaim themselves. The western world




contains millions who own property, eat well, receive an education sk
holidays abroad, go to the theatre, listen to Mozart. But in the thirci w“JOY
while there are some societies working progressively, there are many n?rld
millions who own little or nothing except the rags that cover their under?r;
bodies, who do not recive enough food and enough education, who rar:!
go far from their own village and who have no access to even simple f orm};
of recreation and stimulus. The plight of Sri Lankan workers on tea plan-
tations owned by British and American companies is only one example of
this.

Technology divorced from social and political vision does not prepare
the way to freedom. America proclaims itself as the land of liberty. But this
is not liberty. It is a devastation. And from Vietnam to Grenada, or to Pa-
lestine and Lebanon, it continues to oppress.

We do not accept America’s logic while America refuses to let us live
as free people. Dialogue with America is like dialogue with the deaf. It is
useless.'"

How can it be otherwise? Where great wealth is concentrated in the
hands of a few, deprivation suffocates the many - and the moral and social
vision of the whole society is blinded. The liberty so loudly trumpeted, so
powerfully defended, by the White House, is liberty only for a minority.
That is to say, it is no freedom at all. The Statue of Liberty is a grandiose
deception. The Liberty Bell is hopelessly cracked. The reality is oppression
backed up by Awacs.

We will not find social and political vision in a society that glorifies the
consumer of the object. To locate this category of culture we must there-
fore look elsewhere. To find the strength, the courage, the progressive will
capable of transforming the social and economic relationships of men we
must turn to peoples who have developed these qualities in the course of
centuries of exploitation by others, and who have marched towards free-
dom through fires of suffering and struggle. They are the former slaves
who have themselves broken the chains. They have not been set free by the
generous and loving hands of others but have achieved their own liberation
from the status of object, of non-person, of unfree. They, more fully than
any others, know what dialogue means, what collective effort means, what
the socially and politically beautiful means.

It is therefore in the third world, and not in the West, that the prospect
of a fuller, richer, more progressive life, both individually and collectively,
can be found.

We may wish to argue, therefore, that it is only at the level of techno-
logy, only in terms of the functional, that third world societies should ap-

(1) Muammar Al-Gadhafi, Speech on the occasion of the fourteenth anniversary of the
great First -of- September Revolution, p. 10.
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proach the West. When we turn from technical and material culture to the
social and political sphere, we can see that there is nothing to be learned
from the West. Similarly, when we consider creativity the advantages of
western culture may not seem especially relevant or important. They may
not even appear evident at all.

Again in very general terms we may ask why any one society shou!d
pay particular attention to the culture of another people very different in
its way of life. Why, to be more specific, should people living and strug-
gling in a developing or third world country concern themselves in any way
with the creative expressions of a region that is materially advanced but in
other terms crucially deficient? What benefit can such a concern concei-
vably confer upon them? What can western culture mean to the third
world?

It is possible to suggest that in the interests of survival and of self-
defence it is wise to know an enemy, whether actual or potential, as fully as
possible. But there are of course wider perspectives than that. All culturgs
are constructed and created selectively and in response to varying economic
factors. It follows, therefore, that no one culture could be described accu-
rately as fully responsive to all human potential - that no one culture con-
stitutes a Utopia. Thus any one culture is always, in theory, capable of re-
ceiving from as well as donating to another. )

The different goals that different cultures pursue, the different aims
that are reflected in their distinctive forms and institutions, are essen!lal
data for an understanding of alternative, and sometimes confronting
socio-cultural orders. Such understanding can be presented as being inhe-
rently desirable. More importantly, however, it can be said that through
knowing others more fully we also more fully know ourselves.

We may train ourselves to pass judgement upon the dominant traits of
our own civilization. It is difficult enough for anyone brought up under
their power to recognize them. It is still more difficult to discount, upon
necessity, our predilection for them. They are as familiar as an old loved
homestead. Any world in which they do not appear seems to us cheerless
and untenable. Just at the very point where there is greatest likelihood of
the need of criticism, we are bound to be least critical."

It is all too easy for any one of us to overlook our own shortcomings
or fail to discern where we go wrong. But the study of another culture, and
especially of one that is in some ways richly elaborated, should -in theory-
help us to know our own more completely, to evaluate it more objectively,
and thus to assist us in the task of strengthening and extending it.

In more traditional terms we may wish to argue that it is futile to limit
either aesthetic or intellectual study to the work of one individual artist or

(1). Ruth Benedict, op. cit., p. 179.
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thinker, even if the ma:n in question is a genius; .and that it is equally foolish
and blinkered to confine ourselvc§ to the creative output of one society or
of one pepole only. We may wish to contrast forms of loca
mindedness with forms of international dialogue. Yet such Propositions
however correct they may in th.eory seem, are L0o vague and too gcncrali:
sed to be of much use. In pract!ce we all know perfectly well that total cul-
tural isolation is scarcely pos.snble;. and we may, as internationalists and
progressives, assert that such _1sqlat10n would in any case be damaging ang
undesirable. But the reality is in practice often a very different matter.
Thus, in order to develop this theme at all fully, it becomes necessary (o
consider ways in which one culture can and in fact does act upon and in-

fluence others.
There are of course more ways than one.

IV

Differences in culture frequently operate as symbolic borderlines that
strengthen the frontiers thrown up by race and politics. This has however
not always been the case. In the ancinnt Mediterranean world, however
great its faults and deficiencies, skin colour was not considered important.
In the great racial and cultural melting-pot of the Roman Empire, social
and economic divisions, great though they were, did not correspond to
ethnic categories. Such flexibility is rare. Cultural, political and ethnic
frontiers have usually combined to crect formidable barriers separating a
group known as ‘us’ from other groups known as ‘them’.

The concept of cultural if not of racial superiority is in fact extremely
long- standing, and it can be traced at least as far back as the classical
Greeks.

If you did not speak Greek you were a ‘barbarian’, whether you be-
longed to some wild Thracian tribe or to one of the luxurious cities of the
East, or to Egypt, which, as the Greeks well know, had been a stable and
civilized country many centuries before Greece existed."

The split between East and West, the western assumption of its own
inherent and inevitable superiority, thus stretches far back in time. The
Greek historian Herodotus, whether describing Babylonians, Egyptians, or
any other people, always considered them as irrevocably alien and inferior
simply because they were culturally different.

The culture of classical Greece thus developed as a cohesive, selfcon-
tained and deliberately exclusive entity. In a verey similar way the relatively
numerous Europeans who went on pilgrimage to the Near East in mediae-
val times expresed virtually no interest in the societies through which they

| narrow-

(1) H.D.F. Kitto, The Greeks (1958), p. 3.
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travelled and the cultural vitality which they encountered. In political terms
such travellers functioned as an element of an invasion. In any other way
they remained hermetically sealed in their own traditions; they failed to
take the opportunity to enlarge their experience or their perceptions
through an initiation of dialogue with others.™"

The greeks were self-conscously impervious to other cultures, the me-
diaeval pilgrims perhaps unwittingly so. Such self-sufficiency is however
unusual; and in the modern unstable world such total rigidity is not possi-
ble.

The relationships of societies and the interaction of cultures can be
explained in part by objective conditions such as the relative economic
wealth and / or military power of the peoples in question. Other, more
subjective factors are however also operative. Thus, at the onset of Greek
history, although the military machine of Mycaenae was capable of sup-
planting the mercantile and political supremacy of Crete, Mycaenaean cul-
ture was dominated by Cretan forms of expression, which survived cata-
strophe and defeat to exercise great influence upon the new conquerors.

In general of course, when a dominat people confronts the culture of a
weaker one which it oppresses and exploits, attitudes to the subjected cul-
ture are likely to be conditioned by ignorance, incomprehension or attitu-
des of unquestioning superiority. Thus the anthropologists and explorers
who set out from Victorian Britain viewed the cultures of oppressed peo-
ples throughout the world with extremely limited vision, distorting and pa-

tronising them by terming them ‘primitive’. Thus British settlers in colonial
India frequntly developed a passion for curry as well as for wealth and
power -but rarely if indeed ever, considered individual Indians as anything
more than good servants. And in a remarkably similar way properous
white Americans first patronised and then appropriated and absorbed the
jazz rhythms of black music - while continuing to profit from racial divi-
sions within their society, @

Faced with such facts as these the vague liberal notions that cultural
exchanges, like travel, broaden the mind in some undefined way, breaks
down completely. Other peoples can be conquered and controlled by im-
perialist oppressors; and the cultural artefacts of other societies can be
viewed merely as objects of appropriation.

No colonial system draws its justification from the fact that the terri-

(1) ¢/ M.T. Hogden, ‘Early Anthropology in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries, in
Philology (1946), p. 179 ff.

(2)  Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth, trans, C. Farrington (1969; originally, 1961),
p. 95-96.
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(ories it dominates are culturally non-existant. You will never make co/q.
nialism blush for shame by spreading out little-known cultural treasyre

under its eyes."”

The contents of the British Museum, that monument to organiseg

theft which is crammed w?th treasures Pillaged.and Ioolf:d from all parts of
the world, offer an especially blatant illustration of this fact.

The oppressor consciousness that gave rise to cqlomahsm has suryived
direct colonial domination. But it has ru.thle’ssly retained all Ehm it was able
(o acquire, and it is still at work. Nothing is exempt from 1l.-

The oppressor consciousnes._s re{lds to transform everything surroun-
ding it into an object of ils domination. .The earth, pfope:rfy, production,
the creations of men, men themselves, time - everything is reduced to the
status of objects at ils disposal ¥

It is therefore not surprising to find that aesthetic modes and styles,
like objects, like men themselves, can be cynically manipulated and abu-
sed. This process is exemplified architecturally in the Royal Pavilion at
Brighton, a glittering and bogus concoction in which Indian, Chinese and
Turkish designs were dizzily amalgamated in order to amuse and titillate
royal and aristocratic taste al the end of the 18th cenury.

The same process can be located in the work of western poets, drama-
tists and more recently film-makers, attracted to superficial and spurious
eastern settings, who have dreamed up presentations of ‘oriental’ themes
and styles that are wholly mythical, cynical, false. The descriptive phrase
‘set in the fabulous Orient’ has become a cliche advertisement of plays and
films offering a type of fantasy and escapism -Kismet or Chu Chin Chow,
The Thief of Baghdad or The Sheikh of Araby- combinations of sex and
melodrama in richly coloured settings that are utterly fictitious. For it is
indeed a fabulous Orient that such entertainments seek to construct: one
that has never actually existed.

These works can only be taken as debased forms of mythology in
which clear observation of reality and honest response to it are stifled by
imperialist oppression. The distortion of oriental aesthetics merely to gra-
tify European consumers is as much an aspect of domination as is the ap-
propriation of objects or the exploitation of men: culture is reduced, by
western predators, to just another means of control, just another expres-

sion of power.

In view of such facts as these, the realities of the West’s relationship to

(1) ibid, p. 179-80.
(2) Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, trans. M.B. Romos (1982), p. 34.
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the third w?rld. It would seem to require an impossibly wild act of faith to
argue that lmcr-cullura.I relationships are or can be anything more than a
hopeless and self -deluding pursuit. And it may be objected that any serious
concern with creative culture is, in the contemporary world, redundant and
regressive. Th#_: world that we inhabit is one increasingly dominated by
science, an objective, cognitive mode of enquiry which can give us secure
and reliable knowledge that is guaranteed as constituting reality. This, it
may be asserted, is the only kind of knowledge that can be trusted; and in
that case, we have little if any need of our own creative culture and still less
of the creative efforts of other people living in other societies.

_ Such a view -leaving aside considerable reservations as to the neutra-
lity or.valuc-free status of science- must surely be rejected as one that
would impose crucially damaging limitations on human progress. The pre-
sent c_ondmon of materialist and consumerist culture in the West in itself
constitutes a dismissal of this view. Of course there are tasks that science
and 1thnology alone can accomplish; and these tasks, leading to enhanced
material development, are of urgent importane to us all. Yet there are other
tasks, no '1055 urgently and certainly no less important, tasks related to
“’h?‘e"ef_ is or ought to become socially and politically beautiful, with
which science and technology are powerless to deal. Science can chart and
dacrit_:c what is objectively real. Technology can master and apply what is
objectively real. But these are not the only forms of knowledge that men
can create, and they do not satisfy all our needs. When it comes to discus-
sing what is possible, or to formulaing what is desirable, or to determining
what is humanly valid, science and technology are silent.

We cannot hope to continue making progress socially without obtai-
ning better answers to our questions. Yet the prospect of obtaining better
answers is tied to the possibility of formulating more searching questions.
This is the point at which creative culture other than the scientific becomes
vital.

It is through creativity that man becomes capable of controlling his
existence in the world. Through his own personal creativity, and through
access to the creative efforts of others, each of us is enabled to assimilate,
to forge links, to enlarge his own critical capacity and consciousness.
Through enrichment of his own self-awareness and of the awareness of
others, man can achieve and increase the ability to act constructively and
progressively.

Thus creative culture is that facet of human knowledge and enquiry in
which objective reality is fused with social and political wisdom, with hu-
man interests and with human needs for progress. If we consider science as
the relationship between knowledge and objective reality, we can consider
other forms of culture as the relationship between questioning and both
objective and subjective reality -as taking for its subject matter not only

17



what does actually exist and is known, but also wha
rable, longed for. It is through creative culture that
lenge their reality, to demand a deeper level of meani
and freedom, and to explore the individual and collec
and freedom might validly take.

Creative culture can therefore be seen as challenge: as springb
progressive action within a coherent framework: as the way in i;{ard @
interpret the world and the way in which we seek to transform it s
powerful tool to be used in the service of progress. .

Each of us therefore has considerable need of his own personal
tivity and of the creative endeavours and achievements of his own ccrela‘
To some this may already seem almost too much to deal with. To ol:hgp P
will probably seem amply sufficient. But since no man is an island. is ;s ;{
tural self-sufficiency any longer a viable and satisfactory condiijom l:,r
progressive life? Is it any longer wholly justified?

VI

To reject the possibilities present in the cultural forms and achieve-
ments of others, or to abuse them consciously and cynically as the West has
so often done, amounts to nothing more than a negative assertion based on
a falseconcept of permanent stability and of lasting superiority. It is a de-
claration that there exists a group called ‘us’ which is wholly different from
all other groups, which is in every way far more advanced than all other
groups, and which will endure unchangingly within its own geographical,
political and cultural enclave.

If we take this view we can permit no-one to enter from outside. No
concepts, no approaches, no possibilities other than those we create for
ourselves must ever be allowed space in which to flourish. We are declaring
that if you are not a Greek you can only be barbarian -or, in more con-
temporary terms, that the world is divided up between Albania and The
Rest. '

Few societies would hold such a view at such an extreme of isolation;
yet all societies hold it to a certain extent. It is of course easy to see why. At
a subjective level most people fear loss of identity or any change in their
sense of identity. And such attitudes are highly resistant to development
that modifies whatever is already known and felt. All too frequently they
are impervious to logic, to new or additional information, even to expe-
rience that contradicts them or shows them to be false. Subjective attitudes
may, in the light of external and objective reality, become demonstrably
untenable: yet each of us possesses a capacity for clinging tenaciously to
them, like limpets clinging mindlessly but tenaciously to a rock that crum-

bles a little more each day.

tever is possible, desi-
men are able to chg).
ng, to demand justice
tive forms that justice

Itis a
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Yet progressive change, for all of us, is essential. Progressive changC.
for all of us, is the only possible way to achieve that fusion gf the fupcnlt‘)-
nally beautiful with the socially and politically beautiful which can finally
bring us to full liberation.

The obstacles that separate us from complete liberatio e
are in part material and objective. But some of them must be located wﬂhl_ﬂ
our own consciousness both as individuals and as members of ngUPS- Itis
easy to make declarations of principle of statements of good. mtep!. but
much more difficult to apply them practically. Beneath the dweqs;ltes of
cultures we may wish to point to the universality of needs, capacitics, €n-
joyments and productive powers, to equality of ability, to identlocal poten-
tiality. But differences in technical development are mirrorec-l, in rcve.rse.
by differences in social and political development. Oppression remains.
Exploitation remains. And to the Arab or African student, or mdeeq to
any third world man, the forms and creations of oppressive and exploita-
tionist western culture may seem so wholly alien as to be pointless, SO far
removed from his own life and needs as to constitute an area of knowledge
and enquiry that is useless and superfluous. g

To people of the third world, conscious of history and keenly alive to
the present, aware of the effects of domination, knowing the kinds of out-
come to which cultural invasion and appropriation have aften led, western
culture may very well seem nothing more than the work of conquerors. -ln
the heat and dust of a village the qualities and achievements of imperialist
culture -as exemplified in, for example, the ruins of a Roman city or the
beauties of English literature- are likely to seem wholly irrelevant. Is there
indeed any rational basis for censure or criticism of such a response? Even
today, in many countries, e.g. South Africa or the states of Latin America,
a village, a small town, a workers’ quarter in a large city, is still a wor!d
without freedom and justice, a place where it does not matter to those in
the West how people live or how people die -or even whether they live or
die.

The native town is a hungry town, starved of bread, of meat, of shoes,
of coal, of light .. a crouching village, a town on its knees, a town wallo-
wing in the mire."”

The imperialists may have withdrawn their troops and dismantled
their bases; but in some countries they still control and crush as powerful
creditors.

The exploitation of man by man and the possession by some indivi-
duals of more of the general wealth than they need is a manifest departure
from natural law and the beginning of distortion and corruption in the life

n as free men

(1) Fanon, op. cit., p. 30.
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of the human community. 1t is the beginning of the emergence of the so.
ciety of exploitation.” '

This society of exploitation, localized in a number of countries, js
known collectively as the West.

And those who are still oppressed, still exploited, s
know very well why their village, their town, their country, g
in such conditions, why their lives are spent in chains. Th
cause they are not western -and they can never pass as equ.
cause they are poor. What can the West be to them? On]
exploitation. What can western culture be to them? Only
system of values that is protected by oppression and ex
upheld by violence; that proclaims itself the defender of freedom, dignity
and equality but systematically denies them to others. Western culture,
whether material or creative, is something that the third world cannot ea-
sily enjoy or benefit from: yet the third world continues, in many ways, to
help in paying for it.

The world is not only divided culturally. It is split by a terrible chasm
divided between the exploiters together with their beneficiaries and allies:
and the poor, who reside in the third world. This poverty has few friends,
Apart from them it knows only its own despair and its own anger until it
discovers that it also has strength. It knows that it must go on dwelling in
stinking shadows and shanty towns, must g0 on from day to day cowering
bebore the rich and the mighty -until its strength can burst into flames of
freedom and the revolutionary beginning of liberation;

The oppressive record of the past is undeniable. The exploitationist
reality of the present is equally undeniable for milions of the earth’s peo-
ple. In the face of such a record, of such a reality, what authentic claim can
possibly be made for western culture? Writers, philosophers, historians,
frequently celebate the West’s descent from Greek and Roman civilization.
But let us clearly understand that the Greeks owned slaves to whom the
Parthenon must always have seemed an incomprehensible shell. Let us
clearly understand that the Romans were among the world’s most effective
conquerors and imperialists. Let us clearly understand that slavery and
imperialism, for a period of many centuries, constituted the base upon
which the West’s complex modern superstructure was erected.

There is no shortgge of fine phrases written in praise of western cul-
ture, in praise of the freedom and dignity of the individual. Yet reality
compels us to suggest that the phrases, however fine, are false and futile:
that the Declaration of the Rights of Man must for most men amount to
nothing more than scented mouthwash.

till struggling,
0€s on existing
€y are poor be-
al to western be.
Y oppression and
an expression of g
ploitation; that js

(1) Muammar Al-Gadhafi, The Green Book, Part two, p. 8.
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It is above all in those countries which constitute the progressive force
and the progressive leadership of the third world that we may locate the
possibility of putting advanced technology to the service of authentic and
liberating objectives -the possibility of uniting the functional and the poli-
tical. This possibility does not exist anywhere in the West.

The advantages of computer technology, telecommunications, engi-
neering, of access to all areas of material and scientific advancement
through command of the English language, are obvious. Much of what
passes for civilization and creativity in the West is however nothing more
than corrupt consumerism. However seductively it may be packaged, ho-
wever stylishly it may be presented, much of what is offerred is fundamen-
tally useless because it amounts to nothing more than a gratifiction either
of the sensual or the sentimental.

But the millions who work hard, who do not dream of the sorrows of
violets or the deaths of butterflies”’, who do not meet with freedom and
justice except in their imagination or who struggle to defend their cause
against powerful and determined enemies, have needs that are more pro-
found than the sentimental and that are stronger than the sensual. Their
needs must largely be met as a result of their own progressive efforts to
transform the objective realities of their existence and to intensify their
own consciousness. At the same time, however, they can and should legi-
timately take hold of anything that can assist them, from whatever source
it may spring. And their needs can sometimes receive sustenance from
aspects of western culture -those that explore and exspress ideas which are
consciously progressive or at least incipiently so.

Ideas alone cannot transform a people or a society. They require a
leadership capable of giving them practical force and application through
the united efforts of the whole people and the whole society. Ideas in the
first place, begin to lead us forward from the known, the established, the
unthinkingly directed, in the direction of further progress.

Where such ideas can be taken or adapted from western culture and
used by other peoples seriously and searchingly in order to extend them-
selves, this usage is legitimate. Where such ideas can be taken from the
oppressor consciousness and used in order to expose it or to confront it,
this usage is authentic.

Perhaps this point can be illustrated by an example of justified adap-
tation and extension of western culture. A new and startlingly original

(1) ¢ Abd al-Wahhab al-Bayati, 'The Sorrows of Violets', in Ash’ar fi’l Manfa (1964)
-translated in Modern Arab Poels, ed. 1.]. Boullata (1976), p. 15.

21



production of Hamlet was given in 1982 by a group of Arab students. The
major themes of this play - ideas of revenge, the struggle for power, the
individual torn by conflict between ideas, emotions and the need for ac-
tionwere explored in Arabic through the expressive medium of African
tribal ritual. In this production Hamlet himself became a warrior chief
seeking to comprehend both the traditional and the new, and struggling to
transform himself with spear and shield as well as with ideas; while the
ghost of his murdered father emerged from a chorus of witch doctors as an
embodiment ot the past.

Shakespeare performed in Arabic and in an African setting: here
could be seen three distinctive and different cultures brought together in a
new and creative way to generate additional perspectives of the strength,
the weakness and the potentiality of men growing conscious of injustice
and beginning to stand against it.

The debris of the imperialist past, and the detrirus of the corrupt and
greedy present, should be resolutely rejected. But the extent to which
western culture is capable of progressive application is, surely, the precise
extent to which it can and should be used freely by all peoples.
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Dr. Mohammed El-Mehdawi*

THE INDUSTRIAL GEOGRAPHY

CHANGES IN
OF LIBYA 1970-1980

industrial structure and factors of location un-
bution pattern in Libya, as well as the industrial
1-1980, a subject that has hitherto not been

The paper deals with
derlying the regional distri
changes during the period 197

given much attention in Libya. |
[ndustry in Libya until the 1960’s was limited in scope and production.

There were traditional or cottage industries such as weaving, carpet making
and rug weaving using hand looms, leatherwork, copperware, metal work,
wood and mat making, which produced various articles for home con-
sumption. Production was carried on chiefly in bazaars, where retailing
also took place®. Modern industry has only been introduced in recent
years. During the [talian period (1911-1942) some small modern establi-
shments controlled by Italians were introduced, but most of them were de-
stroyed during the Second World War.

Libyan industry was still confined to producing light consumer goods
for local demand and service trade such as repairing vehicles and applian-
ces. Moreover, it can be inferred from statistics that industry was in 1969
still at a primitive stage even through its contribution to GDP was almost
half of the output contributed by the agriculture sector®. This may be ex-
plained by the widespread backwardness of the Libyan economy prior to
the discovrey of the oil and the limitation of knowledge of modern techno-
logy, about 90 percent of the population being illiterate®®. Although more
than 80 percent of the inhabitants depended basically for their livelihood
on agriculture and animal husbandry which were beset with extraordinary
difficulties such as the inadequacy and unpredictability of rainfall, tribal
ownership and tenure of land.®

Accordingly, the country had to depend largely on imported goods.
During the period 1964-1970, the introduction of the manufacturing indu-
stry was somewhat greater than before but in general its growth was still
limited. In this period the number of industrial workers increased by about

81 percent.®

“*) gls:doc;lidatc professor, Department of Geography.
-Mehdawi, M., «The Industrialization of Libya», in Clarke, 1.J. and Bone-J
- (ed) Change and Development in Middle East. London, Methven, 1981, p.CZS‘;nes‘ =
Mazig, A.M., «The Contribution of Qil Industry to the Economic Devclopmenl' of Li-
g byan, Ph.D. thesis, Aston University, Birmingham. 1974, p. 65
((4; Murabet, M., Facts about Libya, Valletta, Malta Program Press 1964.
Amga, A., «The Econorr!u: Impact of Oil on Libyan Agriculture», In Paurose, E. (ed)
) Elgacu}:‘:!urelm;g Ect;;m&mc Development, London Frank Cass, 1973, p. 12 i
-Mehdawi, M., «Modern Evoluti ing in Li Bulletir
e e pfol :1 ion of Manufacturing in Libya», Bulletin of the Fa-
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Realizing the need for manufactured goods, and in keeping with the
new policy of the government since 1969, considerable attention has beep
focussed on developing the industrial sectgr. Investment in industri|
establishments was encouraged in both the private and the public sector by
means of tarif protection and the Real Estate Industrial Bank (R.E.LB)
and the establishment of new factories by the National Public Organizatiop
for Industrialization (N.P.O.I). The result was that the industrial sector
gained during the 1970’s in terms of its contribution to the GDP increasin
from LD 36.2 million in 1972 to LD 148.7 million in 1978, However,
there is no doubt that the oil industry has exerted a marked influence on
growth of manufacturing.

In 1980 industrial establishments employed about 39,321 workers
which is reckoned to be 1.2 percent of the total population and about 7.9
prcent of the working population in various activities throughout the
country. The study of industrial distribution offers a typical case of limited
industrial concentration among industrial groups and industrial regions,

From Table 1, it can be seen that, food, building materials and che-
micals are the most important industries actually employing about 60 per-
cent of the total industrial work force.

This may be explained by the fact that these industries were mainly
those which used raw materials to meet basic and immediate consumption
needs and which do not require a high standard of skill or a large amount
of capital. Moreover, food, soft drinks and tabacco dominate the indu-
strial structure, employing about 27 percent of the work force. If we go
into further details, cigrettes, soft drinks, dairy products, flour, sweets,
fruit, juice, fish canning, posta and animal fodder are the main industries.
Most of these industries are mainly dependent on local agriucltural pro-

ducts, or in some cases on raw materials which are imported, though they
are obviously more economically produced locally.®

(1)  Secretary of Planning, Libya, Statistical Abstract, Tripoli 1979, p. 227.
(2) El-Mehdawi, M., «The Industrialization of Libya», p. 256.



TABLE (1)
Distribution of Industrial Workers Among Industrial Groups 1980

Industrial groups No. of workers | Percentage (%)
Food, soft drinks and tobacco 10,504 26.9
Textiles and carpets 2,463 6.3
Leather, shoes and clothes 3,313 8.5
Paper and printing 1,139 2.9
Wood and furniture 3,641 9.3
Chemicals 5,902 15.1
Building materials 6,975 17.9
Metalwork 4,819 12.3
Miscellaneous* 291 0.7

% Machinery and transportatio
Source: Secretary of Planning,
Tripoli 1981.

n repairs subtracted from this group.
Final Result of Labour force Census 1980,

ndustry includes cement products, cement

bricks, pipes and china and earthenware, while the chemical industry
mainly comprises petroleum refineries, gas, batteries, plastic, rubber pro-
ducts, paints and polish, matches, soap, perfume and frtilizer. However,
besides the local raw materials, there are a number of semifinished com-
modities, such as wheat, flour, fat, sugar, metal, aluminium, sheets, wood
timber, cork, wool, artificial and natural spun silk, cotton, yarn and die-
stuffs.
New industries of many types have been introduced as we have seen
from the local market, while traditional industries have either delined or
assumed a new character. Some industries which are now well established
have managed to improve on their final product considerably.

Figure 1 which indicates the distribution of the industrial workers
among the regions (municipalities) in 1980, shows an uneven regional di-
stribution. There is a marked concentration in certain localities, mainly in
the northeast and northwest. As far as individual regions are concerned,
Tripoli has the greatest proportion: nearly half the total industrial work
force, which is more than that of any other region (in fact, more than seven
times those of El-Zawia, Azizia, Misurata, and Homes regions) and about
three times the Benghazi region which comprises the second main urban
area after Tripoli. At the other extreme are the south and the central re-
gions having a proportion rating less than 2 percent or 1/20 that of Tripoli
region. It is clear from Figure 1 that the main regions of manufacturing
activities in 1980 are Tripoli, Benghazi, El-Zawia, Misurata, Azizia, Ho-

The building materials i
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mes and El-Fatah, with a:bopt 8_2 percent of the lo_lal industrial workers.

In interpreting the distribution of manufgctunng certain basic anq
some extent related influences must be meptloned at the outset. The jp.
fluence of the environmental, historical, social and economic factors which
have developed over the years.

The environmental contrast between the regions especially north and
south is matched by the pattern of population distribution. North coastal
representing about 5% of the area of Libya, has about 85 percent of the
total population whilst the south a large area has only 15 percent of (e
population. Therefore, there is a significant relationship between the po-
pulation concentration and the industrial location. The development of the
country from the early conlonial period had its effect on the present pat-
teern of settlements. The northern area, especially the northwest and nor-
theast with its favourable resources and its coastal centres which were the
main administrative seats, undoubtedly had priority in early development
projects. Population and economic activities have been drawn mostly into
the urban settlements in-the north. The regions with the most industrial ac-
tivity obviously are those with the major urban areas.

Furthermore, the figure shows there is a high degree of concentration
of industry in Tripoli and Benghazi which is perhaps the most striking fea-
ture of the location of the industry in Libya in 1980. Various specific fac-
tors account for this concentration.

(1) Proximity to the market: since Tripoli and Benghazi contain such a
large proportion of the population, the consumption and the demand
in the two cities is inevitably greater than elsewhere. In 1973, popu-
lation estimates indicated that the two areas had a population of
about 800,000 inhabitants, making them by far the most significant
centres of industrial production in Libya. A great proportion of the
purchasing power is therefore concentrated in two citties. The high
concentration in these two cities makes them economically the most
active focal points and markets. The sizeable increase in population
in the two cities and their expected future growth, was found to af-
fect closely decisions concerning manufacturing location.

(2) Availability of workers: the number of workers available and the re-
gularity of supply was a factor favouring location in the two cities.
The supply of workers in the two cities arose from the high rate of
population growth and migration from rural areas. The migration of
the people from rural to urban centres has favourably affected the
location of industry. According to the 1973 population census, there
is a tendency for migration to take place from small towns to large
cities, particularly, Tripoli and Benghazi. These two cities received
about 72 percent of all migrants. Tripoli as expected experienced the
largest gain with a total of about 114,000 inhabitants. Two-thirds of

26



its inhabitatns in 1974 were born in other regions.'"

A further factor favouring the cities is the concentration there of
a foreign work force. Foreign workers in Libyan industry account
for about 46 percent of the total workers in manufacturing and more
of two-thirds of them skilled. Industry requires a supply of consul-
tants, scientist-technicians and administrators, who prefer living in
cities, where comfortable facilities are available.

(3) Transportation: the two cities are favoured by a relatively better sy-
stem of transport. They have good access to transportation routes
especially the main roads. They are the main seaports in the country,
so they enjoy a convenient linkage with the world ports and mainly
the import of raw materials from overseas may facilitate easily at
minimal cost.

(4) Power, except the pertochemical industries and some new manufac-
turing establishments, industries depend on electricity for power, and
the first plants in the country were established in Tripoli and Ben-
ghazi. These two cities now have the largest aggregate of potential
electricity production, where there is the largest investment.

(5) Raw materials: Libyan industry is heavily dependent on large sup-
plies of bulky imported raw materials such as timber, steel and alu-
minum sheet, most of which are transported by sea. So seaports are
an important factor in choice of location.

Added to the above, the location of industry in the cities offered
the factories a chance to benefit from external economics due to the
expansion of industry as a whole. The importance of external eco-
nomics will tend to diminish after a certain point, however, excessive
localizgtion may give rise to external dis-economics.”’

As far as regional industrial distribution is concerned, even the wor-
ker’s census of 1980 does not give information on this subject, but one can
deduce that some industrial groups like food, building materials and
woodwork seem to be widely scattered and exist in most of the regions.
Establishments using local materials tend to be dispersed generally throu-
ghout the country, while those using imported raw materials tend to be
highly concentrated in Tripoli and Benghazi or in the regions close by. In
the case of local materials some industries using materials which are peri-
shable, such as milk or fragile such as fruit or bulky such as clay, most of
these industries have been set up near their basic resources. Fish and fruit
canning, dairy production, grain milling, cement and bricks, and wood-

(1) El-Mchdawi, M., «Some Aspects of Population Movement in Libya», in Mandal, R.B.
(ed) Frontiers in Migrations Analysis, New Delhi, Concept Publishing Co. 1981, p. 428
429, '
(2) Said, G.M., «Newer Aspects of Location in Egyptian Industry», Legypte C i
raine, Vol, 271, 1953, p. 12. y gypte Contempo
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.ork establishments are numerous in many regions. Other industries haye
oy :lr‘ ersed pattern of location due to the market, such as bakery produc.
E:lim:spv.rhich is a perishable product and mu§t be proc.:essed near the point of
cons:umption; the same applied to soft drinks, which are affected by the
‘ncrease in the bulk and weight of the proc:lucnon. Some lnd.ustnes use local
materials but are generally concentrated in one or two regions such as pe-
trochemical industries, because their production is for the export market.

INDUSTRIAL CHANCE 1971-1980

During the seventies, the industrial structure in Libya underwent a
profound drastic change. Thus the changing structure and the spatial di-
stribution of industry in Libya during the period 1971-1980 is the main
theme of this section.

During this period, the overall increase in total work force engaged in
industry was about 20,900 workers, about 135 percent of the 1971 total.
Significant growth has taken place in Libyan industry during the past two
decades with the application of the social and economic development plans
as well as the introduction of the loan system. But did every industrial
group and industrial region expand at the same rate of growth, or did some
have a different rate? If not, which region had the fastest rate, and which
had the lowest? Which industrial group had a rapid growth rate and which
had a declining one? Moreover, was the rate of growth and decline of these
industrial groups the same or different in each of the regions?

Before answering these questions it is worth noting that the industrial
change will be discussed in terms of the work force figures available in in-
formation given by the 1971 survey and the 1980 census.

This study will therefore consider both aspects of growth percentage
and net growth. A comparison of changes throughout the industrial groups
between 1971-1980 is shown in Table 2. Inspite of the fact that all the in-
dustrial groups experienced a considerable increase in the number of wor-
kers employed during this period, it is quite obvious that the rate of the
growth is uneven. Certain industries gained more workers while others
showed less than the national average.

When we consider the relative rate of growth, the chief groups of in-
dustries in the industrial sector, it can be seen from Table 2 that five of the
groups grew more rapidly than the nation’s industry as a whole, four grew
more slowly. Those with the greatest growth between 1971 and 1980 are
textiles, clothes, leather and shoe production, chemical industries and me-
talworks.

Excluding miscellaneous industries, leather, shoes and clothes pro-
duction experienced the greatest growth. It expanded at a rate of 915 per-
cent exceeding by more than seven times the national rate of growth. This
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boom in leather, shoes and clothes group has given it the sixth largest share
in the nation’s industrial structure. By 1980 it represented about 8.5 per-
cent of the nationwide employment in manufacturing industries whereas in
1971 the proportion was about 1.8 percent, Figure 2. The industry or re-
gion which grew the most between the two dates did not necessarily grow
the fastest, because there is a difference between the amount of growth and
the rate of growth. Amount is measured in terms of increased numbers,
while rate is measured in terms of percentage. Two groups of industries,
food and wood industries, had low rates of growth and lagged far behind
the others, 28.7 and 75.8 percent respectively.

TABLE 2
Change in Number of Industrial Workers
by the Group of Industries 1971-1980

No. of Net Total Percentage

Industries workers workers of increase
1971 1980 shift shift
Food, soft drinks and tobacco| 8,159 [10,504| 2,345 28.7
Textiles and carpets 503 | 2,463 1,960 389.7
Leather, shoes and clothes 308 | 3,313 3,005 975.7
Paper and printing 543 | 1,139 596 109.8
Wood and furniture 2,013 | 3,841 1,628 80.9
Chemiacls 1,010 | 5,902| 4,892 484.3
Building materials 3,198 | 6,975 3,777 118.1
Metalwork 956 | 4,819 3,863 404.1
Miscellaneous 43 291 248 576.7
TOTAL 16,723 |39,047| 22,324 133.5

Source: (1) Computed by author from data in 1.R.C., Industrial Esta-
blishment Census 1971, Tripoli 1972.
(2) Secretary of Planning. Final result of labour force census
1980, Tripoli 1981.

In terms aboslute growth, Libyan industry added about 22,300 indu-
strial workers. Most of the growth occurred in five industrial groups. These
are chemicals, building materials, food and leather products. The five
groups gained about 17,882 more than four-fifths of the new workers em-
ployed by industries. The rapid growth of the industry can, in general, be
attributed to economic growth and social welfare. The rapid growth of the
population and improvement in the standard of living of the population
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and the social changes which occurred during this period had
rect and indirect influence on the growth of industries. ™

It is clear from Table 3, 1970-1979 that population increased
lion and the per capita income increased by more than three {j
L.D. 642 in 1970 to about L.D. 1964 in 1979, with an annual j
about 13.3 percent”. The industrial sector received more atte
1969. The most important changes were in the role of industry i
lopment plans. The share of the industrial sector in the plan wa
from 3 percent 1963-1968 to 19 percent in 1976-1980.

During 1970-1979 capital investment in the public sector for in
totalled about L.D. 1153 million and averaged about 115 million per year

The oil industry had a remarkable effect on the growth of manufacty.
ring industries. This is clear from the fact that the government derives over
60 percent of its annual revenue from that source. The value of exports of
Libyan oil increased from about L.D. 916 million in 1972 to about L.D
2779 million in 1978, Moreover, the activities of the oil companies havé
benefited the economy of the country through local purchase of materials,

services and remuneration of employees at an annual average of over L.D.
60 million.®

Considering the five industrial groups mentioned before, figures show
that the public sector though the N.P.O.I. during 1970-1980 established
159 establishments by 1980, 77 establishments had been finished and were
in operation. These were 31 food, 18 building materials, 11 chemicals, 9
leathers and shoes and 8 metal works, represented about 98 of the total
establishments.

It is worth noting that it was the woodwork and furniture industry
which achieved the fastest rate of growth during 1964-1971, at a rate three
times more than the national average®. It had a relatively low rate of about
80.9 percent in 1970-1979. This slow growth can be attributed to competi-
tion from substitutes such as plastic and metal products (especially allu-
minum) and imported manufactured goods, such as furniture, doors,
windows and decoration. :

Turning to the size of the establishments, although there are no figures
for 1980, there is no doubt that the proportion of medium and large size
establishments witnessed a higher rate of growth during this period. This
may be due to the setting up of new public and collective partnership esta-

a major (;.

by a mj.
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(1) EI-Mehdawi, M., «Modern Evolution of Manufacturingin Libya», p. 13.

(2) Secretary of Planning, The Achievement of the Revolution in 10 Years, Tripoli 1979, p.
10.

(3) Secretary of Planning, Social and Economic Development Plan 1976-1980, Tripoli, p.
48.

(4) Secretary of Planning, Libya, Statistical Abstract 1 979, Tripoli, p. 227.

(5) El-Mehdawi, M., «The Industrialization of Libya», p. 252.

(6) El-Mehdawi, M., «Modern Evolution of Manufacturing in Libya», p. 15.
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- TABLE 3
Population and Per Capita Income and Amount Budgeted

For Industry in Libya 1970-1979

[ Population | Per capita| Amoutn budgeted | Actual

Year in thousands in L.D. in L.D. million | investment
(1) (1) (2) (2)

1970 2,006 642 21.0 15.0
1971 2,100 755 32.1 29.0
1972 2,203 796 68.1 65.1
1973 2,349 929 79.7 62.5
1974 2,513 1510 110.9 107.0
1975 2,683 1369 129.7 100.0
1976 2,840 1679 199.4 165.5
1977 2,939 1900 194.7 160.7
1978 3,014 1903 226.3 157.1
1979 3,127 1964 273.8 291.5

Source: (1) Secretary of Planning. The Revolution; Achievement in Ten
Years, Tripoli 1970, p. 10
(2) Secretary of Planning, Achievement in Eleven Years, Tri-
poli 1980, p. 17, 19.

blishments and some private establishments began to take advantage of the
economics of scale. Although most of the seventy seven establishments
mentioned previously employed more than one hundred workers and some
employed more than 250 workers, besides that in 1977 a large number of
industrial establishments joined together under collective partnership ma-
nagement. The growth in the contribution of industry to the GDP also ex-
plains that larger establishments have greater effect on the economy of the
country, because smaller establishments operate in an unefficient manner
and are traditionally organized.

As far as ownership is concerned, Table 4 reveals that during the pe-
riod under study, it is clear that a new type of ownership appears for the
first time in the country.
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TABLE 4
Changes in the Ownership of the Industries 1971-1980

—_—

Percentage of 1971 Percentage of 1980

I

Ownership type

. ——e

(2) Stalc-OWﬂed 13.3 16.6
(3) Partner — 46.7

% Including cooperative and joint-stock companies.
Source: (1) Computed by author from date in I.R.C., Industrial Esta-
blishment Census 1971, Tripoli 1972.
(2) Secretary of Planning, Final Result of Labour force Census
1980, Tripoli 1981.

This began in 1977 following the change in the economic system of the
country in line with The Green Book when most of the private and
stateowned establishments came under collective partnership management.
Partners gained about half of the rate. Accordingly, one can imagine that
most of the expansion in the future will be in this type of ownership.

Furthermore, Table 4 shows the private sector still controls about 36
percent of the total industrial establishments. Most of these establishments
are owned by individuals, families, brothers and foreign companies.

CHANGES IN REGIONAL PATTERNS

As has been pointed out in the previous section, the various industrial
groups in Libya had different rates of changes from 1971-1980. The diffe-
rent regions can also be expected to show various types of changes - Table
5, lists the growth of the industry in the major regions in terms of employed
workers. In terms of growth percentage, the figures reveal that the number
of industrial workers grew in all of the regions, but the growth rates among
the regions varied considerably. However, regions which showed a small
industrial base in 1971 exhibited relatively high growth rates with percen-
tage, much higher than the national rate. Regions which had a relatively
large number of industrial workers in 1971, such as Tripoli, Benghazi, El-
Zawia, Misurata, Homes and Derna registered a low rates of growth far
behind the smaller regions.
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TABLE 5
The Growth of the Industry in Libya 1971-1980
by The Main Regions

Regions Industrial workers Change
1971 1980 Total Percentage
Tripoli 17,754 9,386 8,368 89.2
Benghazi 6,320 3,390 2,930 86.4
El-Zawia 2,188 056 1,232 128.8
Azizia 1,725 599 1,126 187.9
Homes 1,481 483 998 206.6
Misurata 1,325 433 892 206.0
El-Fateh 1,214 115 1,099 955.7
Zura 1,003 311 692 222.5
Derna 093 271 262 96.7
Zletin 778 209 569 .y
Gharian 744 100 644 644.0
Sabha 724 98 626 638.8
Beida 530 33 497 1506.0
Ajdabia 409 16 393 2456.3
Sirte 354 6 348 5800.0
Tobruk 272 126 146 115.9
Jofra 248 70 178 254.3
Tarhuna 235 50 185 370.0
Ubari 214 — 214 —
Yefran 170 43 127 295.3
Gadames 165 16 149 931.3
Mairjague 186 — 186 —
El-Kufra 145 — 145 —
S. El-Geen 96 8 88 1100.0
El-Shatti 136 - — -
TOTAL 39,321 16,723 23,598 135.1

Source: (1) Computed by author from data in I.R.C., Industrial Esta-
blishments Census 1971, Tripoli 1972.
(2) Secretary of Planning, First Result of Labour Force Census
1980, Tripoli 1981.

Table 5 shows that the industrial regions which grew the most in abso-

lute were Tripoli, Benghazi, El-Zawia, Azizia, El-Fateh, Homes and Mi-
surata. These were the only regions to gain more than 850 workers during
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more, these regions contributed a total growth of
bout 73.7 percent of the nation’s total growth, These
five major cities with the largest population in the

this period. Further
16,645 workers, or a
regions contain the

ountry. _ o . |
c Al);hough the single region of Tripoli leads with more than six times

that of other regions, Tripoli and Benghazi .together gained about half of
the net growth. Keeping in mind the population gro.wth, according to 1964
and 1973 census which show, Tripoli and Benghazi to have more than 45
percent of the total population, it may be suggested that there is a strong
relationship between the growth of the population and the growth of the
industrial work force in the contry. For example, it was the northwest re.
gion, extending from Misurata in the east to Zuara in the west, including
Azizia, and Tarhuna in the south which had the largest increase in indy.
strial workers, about 1.400 or 62 percent of the country’s total growth,
1971-1981, it had an increase of about 66.5 percent in the population
growth during 1964-1973.

It is clear also from Table 5, that there is a relationship between the
pattern of distribution of the industrial workers and the distribution of
absolute growth, especially in the first eight regions. Consequently, one
can conclude that the regions which gained the most workers were those
which had the largest number of workers in the first place.

Figure 3, which shows the relative rate of growth, emphasizes three
types of groups. _

(A) Those which grew at a high rate.
(B) Those which grew at a moderate rate,
(C) Those which grew at a rate less than the national average.

In group (A) Sirt, Beida, Ajdabia and El-Fateh are the country’s most
rapidly growing industrial regions, registering more than 150 percent
growth each. This might be explained by the fact that these regions had a
low number of industries in 1971 and benefited from the large state-owned
factories which were built up in these regions, such as chemical and perto-
chemical works in Berga, Raslanuf, and canned fruit, milk products and
furniture in Beida as well as an annual fodder plant, flour mill and a textile
factory in El-Fateh. Misurata, Zletin, Homes and Tarhuna had a moderate
rate of growth (B), while Tripoli and Benghazi, Derna and El-Zawia had a
low rate of growth (C). Therefore, the greatest percentage changes in in-
dustrial workers during this period involved a relatively small actual num-
ber of workers, as they took place in centres which had a small work force
in 1971. All these regions had a smaller number of workers than in Tripoli
and Benghazi.

To conclude, it is clear that the manufacturing industry in Libya em-
ployed about 8 percent of the total workers in the country. Food, building
materials and chemical industries are the most important industries. New
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modern large scale industries, producing enough to meet home consump-
tion have grown rapidly in recent years. It is assumed that new Libyan
establishments will be capital-intensive rather than labour-intensive due to
local conditions in Libya. In terms of location, most of the industry is
concentrated in Tripoli and Benghazi, which offer favourable environment
for industrial location.

In the seventies, industry began to develop, but it is still in its infancy.
No doubt during the seventies industrial development was accelerated as a
result of the new policy of the government. The expansion and the growth
of industry was evident in Tripoli and Benghazi and in some other urban
centres, and this growth may shed light on the problems of concentration
and future regional planning. At all events during this period some other
regions gained a proportion of industrial workers, and this may be due to
the government’s policy to provide the inducements which encouraged in-
dustrial establishments to move into less developed areas. It should be no-
ted finally that there is tend for industrial activities to grow in the small
urban centres in th future.
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