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Abstract:

The present study aimed to find out the most prevalent forms of domestic violence
within the families of adolescent girls, as well as to know the correlation between the
methods of parental treatment of each of (father and mother) and domestic violence, and
to determine the total contribution of the methods of parental treatment of both the father
and the mother in influencing domestic violence, and identified Study procedures and
results on the sample used, which included (95) adolescent girls in secondary school in
the city of Benghazi, and to collect data using the Parental Treatment Methods Scale
and the Domestic Violence Scale, and to analyze the data statistically, the Science
Package Social (SPSS) where we used arithmetic averages, standard deviations, Pearson
correlation coefficient, multiple correlation, partial correlation and regression analysis,
and the results of the study found a low level of domestic violence in general, and the
most visible manifestations of domestic violence are verbal violence, psychological
violence, low physical violence to its lowest levels, and the presence of correlational
relationships Negative and significant between the methods of parental treatment and
domestic violence, as well as the possibility of predicting the methods of parental
treatment followed by the father and the mother of the exposure of teenage girls to
domestic violence, and the most contributing methods were the method of tolerance -
bullying by the father, and the method of acceptance - rejection by the mother.
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Abstract:

The study aims to know the most important educational and educational roles of art
education activities in primary schools in the municipality of Benghazi as realized by
those in charge of these activities, as well as to know the difference in the responses of
the sample members towards the educational and educational roles of art education
activities in primary schools according to the variables (type, qualification, length of
service). for teachers, The study used the descriptive analytical method, and designed a
questionnaire to collect information from members of the sample whose size was (150)
male and female teachers in charge of art education activities in primary schools in the
municipality of Benghazi, and reached several results, including:The most important
educational roles for art education activities are as follows: help develop students’
artistic taste, encourage students to spend their free time in what benefits them and their
community. It works to highlight the students' tendencies and work on developing and
directing them, as it turns out that there is no difference in the responses of the sample
members towards the educational roles of art education activities according to the
variables (gender, educational qualification, length of service).

Key words: Role, educational, art activities, Primary education.
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The effect of North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO) on the rainfall in
Tobruk region. For period: (1985 - 2018)
Abstract:

This research dealt with the effect of the North Atlantic Oscillation on the amounts of
rain in the Tobruk region located in the northeastern part of Libya. To identify the
relationship between the two variables, the monthly record of the negative NAO indexes
and the amounts of rain in Tobruk station for period 1985 - 2018.

The results indicated that there is a weak positive correlation and a weak positive direct
relationship between the amounts of rain and the negative (NAQO) periods in most months
and a medium positive relationship, especially in the months of April and December. The
study showed that most of the months and years in which precipitation decreases or
increases in the region are not related to the NAO indexes.

Although there was a relative increase in the negative indicator of (NAO) during several
consecutive months and in separate years, there was no effect on the increase in the
amount of rain in Tobruk station, as this clearly showed during 2010, except for a weak
effect on September, October, November and December 2009.

In general, during the transitional seasons (spring and autumn) there was a weak
relationship between the two variables, especially in the months of March, April and
November, while the summer season remained without a effect over the past three
decades.

Keywords: Rain - North Atlantic Oscillation - Climate - Climate Changes - Tobruk
region.
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Amasis painter and his contribution to the development of Attic black figure
pottery in the sixth century BC
Abstract:

Amasis was considered one of the most famous painters in the Kerameikos **the
potters' quarter in Athens during the second half of the sixth century BC. Where he
worked in the production of Attic black figure pottery, and he seems to have had the
longest career compared to his contemporary painters such as Lydos and Exekias, where
he worked for nearly 50 years in the manufacture and decoration of Attic black figure
pottery, and his production was abundant. Although Amasis was influenced by his
previous pottery painters, but he was able to develop his own style that distinguished him
from others. This is what this article reviews by studying some of Amasis' works that
highlighted his artistic style and development through his work in the production of
pottery vessels.
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Underage Marriage between the causes and repercussions
Descriptive and analytical study of the extent of the phenomenon of underage marriage in
Libyan society.
Abstract:

The study aims to address the phenomenon of underage marriage in human Societies
in general and the Libyan society in particular, with some Arab and international
models presented to identify the reasons that lead to the marriage of underage girls in
the Libyan Society. The study also aims to reveal the effects resulting the phenomenon
of underage marriage in Libyan society, to identify the role of institutions, associations
and organizations concerned with the care of minors, and to provide suggestions and
recommendations that would reduce the spread of the phenomenon. The importance of
this topic comes as a subject that translates to a traditional culture that is still endemic
in Libyan Society, and has many repercussions on the individual, family and
community levels. The study used the descriptive available data. Using the presentation
of some interviews from different social, legal, medical and psychological
specializations that dealt with many minors, then some proposals were presented to
confront the phenomenon of underage marriage, So that it contribute to limiting the
spread of the phenomenon.
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Predatory Academic Journals: Its Emergence and Efforts to
Combat It

Abstract:

As a result of rapid technological evolution and the rise of the internet, research papers have
become more accessible and widespread. However, this development was accompanied by the
emergence of a phenomenon that has negatively affected the quality and reputation of the research,
researcher, and academic field. Many dubious academic journals, presenting themselves as
legitimate ones, have recently surfaced. These dishonest academic journals, which are referred to
as predatory academic journals, are driven solely by profit, publishing academic works without
ensuring the appropriate quality standards are met. The purpose of this study is to explain the
impact of this phenomenon and to spread awareness about it among researchers and academic
institutions in the Arab world in general and in Libya in particular. Spreading such awareness helps
to considerably improve the quality in research publication, and to encourage scholars to produce
their best work in appropriate venues.

In covering and analyzing the phenomenon in question, the study has employed the Descriptive
Research and used the Scoping Review method. The results of this study are of significance. The
most notable result is that predatory academic journal changes itself and adapts as needed, making
it difficult to identify it. When establishing diagnostic criteria to detect it, predatory academic
journal responds by reviving and developing in a way that renders it appear legitimate, hence
managing to navigate such diagnostic criteria. One of the most important recommendations of this
study is to stablish an organization the objectives of which are monitoring illegitimate publishing
activities, raising awareness about predatory academic journal, making lists of such journals and
constantly updating them and encouraging researchers to publish their work in legitimate journals
determined by the aforementioned organization

Key Words: Predatory Journal — Free Access — Publication — Research
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The role of information and communication technology n human
resource development

Hode Al Hadi
Tripoli University

Abstract:

This study aimed to determine the impact that information and communication technologies
have on the performance of human resources in the institution, especially that the adoption of
information and communication technologies reflects the true image of them, and is the living
evidence of the capabilities of the latter and their capabilities to compete, with the availability of
the necessary information to make appropriate decisions, and build future policies. In addition to
a statement of the relationship between training in the use of information and communication
technology, it was built on the following hypotheses.

There is no statistically significant difference at the significance level of 0.05 between the mean
scores of the sample members’ opinions according to the educational qualification variable
There is no statistically significant difference at the significance level of 0.05 between the mean
scores of the sample members’ opinions according to the degree variable.

There is no statistically significant difference at the significance level of 0.05 between the average
opinions of the sample members according to the variable years of experience
Among the most important results were:

- The lack of communication between the higher university administration and its employees
reduced the opportunity to develop skills for human resources and improve its activity
The college organizes teams to work to exchange knowledge and skills in order to achieve
flexibility in training
The administration of the college ensures that the new electronic communications are secure and
in which the quality of information is provided to the staff of the college

Information and communication technology contributes to reducing costs and enhancing
transparency and clarity of information among college employees
Also, there is no planning in the faculty and the lack of desire to generalize the use of information
technology at the level of its departments and the rest of the faculties in the university. The study
came with many recommendations, including-

Expanding and developing the telecommunications infrastructure in a larger way to suit the
requirements of the times
Generalizing the use of information and communication technology in all institutions with their
various activities at the national level, whether service or educational, and not only the economic
aspect.

The commitment of the senior management to the necessity of change, and the provision of all
ways and means to implement the electronic management of human resources, which ensures the
continuity of work with the high performance of its human resources within the overall strategy
for it.
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Error Analysis

Analysis of Compositions Written by IT Students
By

Monem Edriss AL-Obidi

Collage of Computer Technology, Libya
Email: Monemobidy@gmail.com

Abstract

This study aims to identify the common linguistic errors among the third and the fourth
grade students of IT at the Collage of Computer Technology. The researcher used the
analytical descriptive method. He chose a random sample consisting of 80 male and female
students. He constructed a list comprising of 294 common linguistic errors. He then built an
objective test in the light of the list as the study tool, which is analytical description of
students’ written compositions. The results showed that the level of frequency at which these
errors occur differ from one category to another. Errors in spelling and tense took the
highest rate of occurrence raging from (27.8%) to (22.4%) whereas errors in. Articles and
capitalization took the lowest rate of occurrence raging from (15.6%) to (14.2%). Further
studies are suggested to investigate the causes, which constitute this huge numbers of errors.

Key words: Error analysis, grammatical errors, written composition.

Introduction
This paper makes a study of error analysis and how it is used to analyze errors of several
compositions written by college students of IT in Libya. By examining the errors, teachers can
give students comprehensive feedback and eventually help them achieve successful learning. This
paper also looks at the constitution of errors and the benefits of error analysis to the Process of
language teaching.
The statement of the problem
Poor level of college student of Information Technology in writing activities are commonly
heard from professors. One of the reasons for students™ incompetence could be that they are taught
in a second language. Nunan (2001:89) states that proponents of Contrastive Analysis claim that
where the first and second language rules are not the same, errors are likely to occur as a result of
interference between the two languages. To investigate the problem this paper examines the types
of errors involved in written compositions and the frequency at which these errors appear.

The Aim of the Study

This paper aims at determining areas of weakness in compositions written by third and fourth
year college students of Information Technology using error analysis and to identify the frequency
at which these errors appear, so we as teachers can give a comprehensive feedback that could raise
their educational level.
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1.4 Research questions

1. What are the most common language errors made in English writing by the third
and the forth- year college students of Information Technology?

2. How frequent do these errors occur in their written work?
1.5 Research Methodology

This research adopted the steps by Corder (1974) (as cited in Ellis, 1994, p. 48) to
analyze the data, which are collection of a sample of learner language, identification
of errors, description of errors, explanation of errors, and evaluation of errors. This
work examines 80 students' written compositions about topics of their choice by
which errors can be identified, analyzed and evaluated.

1.6 Literature Review

Error analysis is the study of the unacceptable forms produced by language
learners, especially by those learning a foreign language (Crystal, 1999). This
analysis serves three purposes. It provides information on the level of language
proficiency that the learner has reached ,the common difficulties in language
learning, and how people learn a language. According to Corder (1967), there are
two types of errors: performance errors and competence errors. While the first type
of error may be done unintentionally, the second reflects inadequate learning. A
further distinction of global errors and local errors is made by Burt and Kiparsky
(1972). Global errors hinder communication by causing confusion in the relationship
between and among the parts of the discourse, e.g., wrong word order in a sentence.
Local errors, on the other hand, do not go beyond the clause or sentence level.

Ancker (2000, p. 21) explained that there are many reasons why learners make
errors when learning a language. Among the common reasons are interference from
the native language, overgeneralization, incomplete knowledge of the target
language, and the complexity of the target language itself. Giri (2010) found that
undergraduate students in Nepal committed many grammatical errors in the use of
the English language. The major errors committed by them were apparently
manifested in the application of some grammatical units while constructing
sentences and clauses. Also, their errors could be noticed in the use of conditional
moods, forms, tenses, main verbs, subject-verb agreement, question formations,
word order, and noun phrases.
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We often hear that people make a lot of mistakes in their past time and eventually
be successful in the future. It may be occurred in learning a language or a target
language. The definition of error can be seen through the classification of errors. The
classification is very important to explain the error analysis. Richards (1985) says
that errors result from incomplete learning and knowledge of learners about target
language system. Norrish (1983) says that errors result from incomplete learning and
knowledge of learners about target language system Norrish (1983:7) in Sembiring
(2011:5) says that error is systematic deviation from the accepted system of the target
language. Mistake is nonsystematic deviation from the accepted system of a
language being learned and it usually due to human limitation such as tiredness,
nervousness, and fatigue. It means that errors may occurs because of human factor
In mastering the target language such as the limitation of memory, psychological
problem and do not understand about the material of subject. In another side, the
learners never recognize their errors or they never know that they have made errors.
2.1 What is error analysis?

Richards and Schmidt (2002:184) define error analysis as “the study and analysis
of the errors made by second language learners”. EA compares “learner English”
with English (L2) itself and judges how learners are “ignorant” (James, 1998:304)
about the grammatical and semantic rules of the target language.

Another view of error analysis is given by Brown (1980, cited by Hasyim, 2002:43),
when he defines error analysis as the process of observing, analysing, and classifying
the deviations of the rules of the second language and then to reveal the systems
operated by a learner. Similarly, Crystal (as cited by Hasyim, 2002:43) proposes that
error analysis is a technique for identifying, classifying and systematically
interpreting the unacceptable forms produced by someone learning a foreign
language.

2.2 What constitutes an error?

Richards and Schmidt (2002:184) define an error as the use of language in a way
which a fluent or native speaker of the language regards as faulty or incomplete
learning. An error refers to a systematic error of competence, both covert and overt,
that deviates from the norms of the target language (Eun-pyo, 2002:1). Ellis
(1996:710) and Brown (2002:220) differentiate between covert and overt errors.
They define covert errors to be grammatically correct but not interpretable within
the context of communication, whereas overt errors refer to the obviously
ungrammatical utterances.
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Norrish (1987:7) defines an error as a systematic deviation when a learner has not
learnt something and consistently gets it wrong. Cunningsworth (1987:87) concurs
and 29 adds that errors are systematic deviations from the norms of the language
being learned. These two scholars use the phrase ,,systematic deviation™ in their
definitions of an error which can be interpreted as the deviation which happens
repeatedly.

2.3 Benefits of error analysis

Corder (1974:125) emphasizes the importance of studying errors made by second
language learners: The study of error is part of the investigation of the process of
language learning. It provides us with a picture of the linguistic development of a
learner and may give us indications as to the learning process (Corder, 1974:125).
He adds that, Remedial exercises could be designed and focus more attention on the
trouble spots. It is the learner who determines what the input is. The teacher can
present a linguistic form, but this is not necessarily the input, but simply what is
available to be learned (Corder, 1974:125).

Other studies confirm Corders observations. Kwok (1998:12) asserts that
language errors provide important information about the progress, or language
system, of the learner. Nation and Newton (2001:140-141) posit that correcting error
Is done if there is some understanding of why the error occurred, thus error analysis
Is the study of errors to see what processes gave rise to them.

Error analysis is not only beneficial to teachers, syllabus designers and textbook
writers by showing them a student™s progress, but it is also significant to researchers
and to the learners. It can show
researchers what strategies learners use to learn a second language and also indicate
the type of errors learners make and why. When a learner has made an error, the
most efficient way to teach him or her the correct forms is not by simply giving it to
a learner, but by letting the individual discover the error and test different
hypotheses. Carroll's proposal (cited in Corder, 1974:125) is that the learner should
find the correct linguistic form by searching for it.
Data Collection Students were asked to write a composition about a topic of their
choice, after that samples were collected and analyzed.

Data Analysis:

Grammatical errors were classified and categorized into 5 different types of errors
which are capitalization errors, tenses, spelling, wrong substitution of lexical items
and articles’ misuse. Each error was counted and put into each category.
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Now | will present the five types of error the students made in their written
compositions followed by a table of classification of each type:

(1) Verb Tense
Errors of wrong tense or wrong verb occur when a learner uses the wrong verb
tense in a certain sentence. The results of this study reveal that the participants were

not aware of applying the correct tense to the verb in the sentences.

(2) Capitalization
Capitalization means writing a word with its first letter as a capital letter (upper-case letter) and
the remaining letters in small letters (lower-case letters).

(3) Wrong Substitution
Wrong substitution refers to situations in which, for example, “a” was used instead of “the”, or
vice versa.

(4)Spelling
Spelling means the act or process of writing words by using the letters conventionally accepted for
their formation.
(5)Articles
An article is a word that is used with a noun to indicate the type of reference being made by the
noun. English has two articles: the and a/an. The is used to refer to specific or particular nouns;
a/an is used to modify non-specific or non-particular nouns. We call the the definite article and
a/an the indefinite article.

Table 1 shows the classification and identification of the sample errors along with correction of

each type.
Error sample Classification  Error sample Error sample Correction
Identification
Capitalization 1. I went to al-haya mall with my [Al-Haya]
family
2. 1 live in bengazi [Benghazi]

3._.aljamahiria was good
4. darna is my favorite city

5. 1 worked in ajdabia [Al-Jamahiriya]
6. Ali aljazwi is my best friend [Darna]

[ Ajdabia]

[ Aljazwi]
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Tenses

Spelling

Error sample Classification

Articles

—dul_:
A
NS,

1. I have plan a lot of things
before the war started

2.we leave our house and went to my uncle

in Darna
3. It look so bad

4. | like play football with my friends
5. I entered the mall and walk around

6. | enjoy watch football
.7 . Now we come back home
8.Last year | go to Misrata

.1 Tommorrow
2. Espacally
3. Of corse
.4 Uneversity
5.Barking
6. moll
7. Hapy
8. Becase
9. actully
10. fotbol
11. shes
12. bilyardo
13. kafi
14. tee
15. bezy

Error sample
Identification

I_study at University of Benghazi_
2.He was_good teacher of English_
3. Because situation is very bad
4. Aljazwi is my the best friend
5. Fariha is oldest in my family
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[had planned]

[ [left]

[looks]

[ [playing]

[walked]
[watching]

[came]
[went]

[tomorrow]
[especially]
[of course ]
[University]

[parking]

[mall]

[happy]

[because]
[actually]

[football]
[Chess]
[billiards]
[coffee]
[tea]
[Busy]

Error sample Correction

[the university]
[a good teacher]
[the situation]

[my best}
[the oldest]
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Results and findings:

From 80 students participated in this study, it was found that 294 errors committed
by students. The dominant error classification was spellings use with 82 errors,
while, the least dominant error was capitalization with the total of 42 errors. Thus,
based on each category, the total errors can be classified in the following graph:

Table 2 shows the frequency at which the previous errors occurred

Error Times of Error

type Occurrence Percentage
Spelling 82 27.8%
Tense 66 22.4%
Wrong 58 19.7%
substitutions

articles 46 15.6%
Capitalizations 42 14.2%
Total 294

Figure-1 shows the percentage of students' errors

= Articles » capitalization = tenses ® spelling ® wrong substitution

Conclusion

In this study, we have applied error analysis on several compositions written by college
students of IT in Libya. Overall, most students confess that they did not do revision on the
composition writing. Hence, they tended to commit errors in any of the linguistic errors above
explained. The participants also had a relatively weak vocabulary and their sentences were
sometimes incomprehensible. They committed errors in applying sentence structure rules in the
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English language. Hence, we can conclude that these participants have problems in acquiring
normal grammatical rules in English. However, the results of this study help teachers to reflect
on their students’ writing and teach some of the above-mentioned aspects to improve students'
writing in English.
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Abstract

University level students in Libya are not exposed to independent reading materials from other
resources as parts of their university level. In reading courses, Libyan English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) learners are expected to develop reading habits that enable them to absorb
information. To do so, they are required to develop adequate language level to comprehend texts.
Critical reading that demands questioning to process the meaning of texts is not prioritized in
Libyan tertiary classrooms. For these reasons building Libyan English language learners’ ability
to read critically is really challenging. Directing reading courses to focus on critical reading have
been a demanded part of English language programs for university students in Libya.

The main purpose of this paper is to investigate the effectiveness of implementing reading
activities that can be implemented in Libyan university reading classes to encourage Libyan
teachers and learners to go beyond the basic reading skill that include decoding the basic meaning
of texts and incorporate critical thinking while reading. The activities involved reading literary
materials to encourage Libyan EFL learners to discuss their reading by working collaboratively
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with their peers. To provide background of the approach, the first part of the paper presents
common problems found in the Libyan EFL tertiary classroom. Then the second part focuses on
the innovative activities into Libyan EFL literary reading classes. The suggested activities are
considered innovative because they have not been implemented in most Libyan language learning
settings. Additionally, Libyan EFL learners responded positively towards the activities. The paper
concludes by discussing the implications of the approach that can be applied to similar contexts of
English language learning.

Introduction

Reading is a complex cognitive process to construct meaning. It requires more than decoding
graphic symbols of texts. In all languages, the interaction between the reader and the text is shaped
by the reader’s prior knowledge and experiences which are influenced by cultural and social
communities. When readers are dealing with texts not written in their first language, they may
encounter a lack of familiarity with the cultural and social contexts of the foreign language (Pardo,
2004; Nassaji, 2003, Carrell, 1987).

Based on this perspective, meaning of language is determined by actual contexts. Such contexts
include not only surrounding words but also purposes, values, and social interactions that are most
related to understand the current contexts. In this case, reading comprehension needs to go beyond
internal relations of words within the text. It must be rooted in the simulations of deeds and
interactions of the real social worlds (Gee, 2001). Thus, the meaning of language forms involves
intersubjective dialogic interactions. Intersubjectivity involves interaction with a more capable
peer to enable individuals to take a different perspective from that they already have through
dialogic exchanges that guide criticality of the reading texts.

The suggested approach is inherited in the social constructivists’ views of learning prioritizing
the role of dialogic exchanges for critical reading of texts. It investigates how learners’ schematic
activation by the teacher through cooperation between the teacher and the learners and the
interaction among the learners themselves supports the critical reading of short stories.

Literature review: Reading in EFL Contexts:

Research has revealed that English language learners are often motivated to develop their oral
language skills i.e. the ability to listen and speak. Mori (2002) conducted a research in Japan to
investigate learners’ motivation to read in English. He found that learners’ motivation to read in
English is not significantly different from their motivation to read in their first language. The
findings of Yamashita are in line with the results of Mori. The researcher argues that learners’
attitudes towards reading in their first language affect their attitudes towards the foreign language
they are learning. In Libya, to the researcher’s knowledge, no earlier research investigated Libyan
EFL learners’ attitudes and motivation towards reading. However, from the researcher’s personal
experience, these findings support the Libyan language learning situation in which learners intend
to develop their listening and speaking skills. Many Libyan EFL learners stress that they aim to
improve their speaking more than reading in English.

It can be argued that Libyan EFL learners are demotivated by the way reading literary texts are
taught in the English classroom (Mohamed, 2017). In university learning settings, teaching reading
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is conducted in a traditional way in which teachers make an analysis of the text language to be
memorized by the learners (EI-Naili, 2006, Elbadri,2009). Moreover, Libyan learners are often
asked to answer related questions with the teacher guidance involving low level of thinking.
Teachers are considered the main source of knowledge to provide the complete correct answers.
Such an activity is also a typical task that is regularly used in English literature tests to assess
learners’ understanding. Accordingly, it can be argued that Libyan learners at this educational level
study literary texts to get grades to pass their official exams. It can be argued that this is because
of the traditional teaching approach adopted in Libya in which learners are instructed to receive
information and work individually therefore they are prepared more to pass their exams personally
rather than to work collaboratively to discuss and think critically about the text content.

Moreover, many Libyan EFL learners do not read extensively in their Arabic first language
(Mohamed, 2017, Abu-baker,2012). As a result, when they enter university and specialized in
English, they feel overwhelmed when teachers place expectations on them to become independent
readers. They also lack familiarity with the different genres of literary texts including poetry,
drama and fiction because teachers rely heavily on textbooks as the source of their teaching
(Elnaili, 2006, Elbadri. 2009, Mohamed, 2017). Consequently, learners are exposed only to
traditional pedagogic approaches that prioritize responses to comprehension questions without
thinking deeply about what they read to develop lower order thinking skills.

Teaching EFL reading

Learners’ perceptions of reading at the university level are determined by the way reading is
taught. Widodo (2009) stresses that reading teachers should use interesting reading texts and
involving reading tasks that develop learners’ thinking skills. Tasks involve pre, while and post
activities In line with social constructivists’ views that stress the role of social interaction for
learning and development, Widodo also stresses group work to collaborate for reading with
teachers’ guidance and scaffolding. Anderson (2001) also argues that when learners read together
they are combining their earlier knowledge and skill learning from each other and build mutual
understanding of the content.

Using appropriate reading materials is one of the essential decision for reading teachers
(Lindsay & Knight, 2006). For Anderson (2008), teachers need to select reading materials which
are just above the learners’ current level, where they should be capable to comprehend 75% of the
text content. Nation (2007) similarly argues that meaningful reading of texts happens when some
parts of the text language are unknown to the readers stressing extensive reading for language
learners. The way reading is taught also requires teachers to present their reading lesson with
carefully designed reading tasks that scaffold learners’ reading ability and develop their thinking
skills. The suggested approach for reading pedagogy by Lindsay and Knight (2006) and by
Mohamed (2017) involves well planned activities for the three well known reading stages: pre-
while and post reading stages which considered as an innovative development in the Libyan
context. These stages include activities that should provide a step by step instructions to scaffold
learners’ meaningful critical reading.
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Interactive collaborative approach for critical reading in Libya

Dialogic exchanges as used in the suggested activities emphasize the importance of providing
learners with opportunities to talk and interact with others in the learning sessions for expressing
their thinking and developing an understanding (Lantolf, 2005). Learners’ dialogues are
emphasized in all the three stages described below.

The pre-reading stages is based on activating learners’ prior learning or background knowledge
related to the information in the text. This is based on the psycholinguistic interactive reading
process of schema theory. Schema theory conceptualizes the role of learners’ existing learning for
a successful comprehension of the new information in the text. Nassji (2002) emphasizes that pre
reading stage is ‘a process of mapping the information from the text onto these pre-existing
knowledge structures, and that knowledge-based processes are predictive and reader-driven’ (444).
Activities usually include presenting new vocabulary, brainstorming related ideas and a
questioning. These activities are maintained before reading with an intention of building relevant
language and content knowledge related to the text (Lindsay & Knight, 2006, Mohamed, 2017).

The while-reading stage involves the learners to read the text in order to get the meaning of the
new information. Mohamed (2017) emphasizes teacher and learner dialogic exchanges through
questioning during this stage. Language exchanges can be used to guide learners’ interaction
towards development and understanding. However, Bellamy and Woolsey (1998) caution that not
all conversations lead to learning. They propose that only exploratory talk in which learners can
ask questions and articulate their understanding is effective. Palincsar (1998) adds that articulation
of understanding involves communicating with others to create meaningful explanation and
justifications of new knowledge.

Accordingly, dialogic exchanges are used as scaffolding procedure to engage the learners in
discussions for negotiating the meaning with the help of their teacher to guide the learners to deeper
levels of understanding and provide learning opportunities. Learners, therefore, are not ‘the
processors of input or producers of output’ (Gibbons, 2003, p. 248). Rather, dialogues are used to
create opportunities for thinking and for mediating learning in order to provide deeper
understanding.

The post reading stage can include different activities to check learners understanding of the
text. Teachers can have their learners answer related questions. Sunggingwati and Nguyen (2013)
emphasize the role of questioning in post reading stage by asserting cognitively challenging
questions that involve learners’ interpretations. They discourage the direct use of information from
the text and encourage inferring, predicting and evaluating questions that promote dialogic
exchanges and critical thinking (Widodo, 2009). Activities of post reading stage in the present
investigation writing a different ending, sequencing the events in the text and conducting group
discussions about information or events in the text (Lindsay & Knight, 2006; Widodo, 2009).
Learners also provide feedback about their understanding of the text and skills they have
developed. The post reading stage aims to extend the readers’ understanding of the text.
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Applying the new approach in the Libyan classroom

The participant sampling

Using the overall frameworks described above, in the Libyan university reading class, several
activities were experimented aiming to develop students’ critical thinking through collaborative
work. Using the overall approach described above in reading classroom in Libya involved the use
of several activities that aim to develop the learners critical thinking through dialogic exchanges.
The class consisted of 20 volunteered participants enrolled in the fifth semester in the program of
English language in Benghazi University. They studied English in their primary, preparatory and
secondary school. Additionally, they specialized in English and studied English literary texts. The
purpose of selecting semester 5 Libyan EFL learners is to avoid beginners of reading English short
fiction in semesters 2 and 4 or very advanced learners of semesters 6 and 7. The participants range
in age from 20 to 22. They are all Libyans and Arabic is their mother tongue. The students involved
in the study have not experienced a dialogic interactive approach to learning due to the more
traditional Libyan teaching approach, which is primarily lecture-based. Thus, the participants fit
the purpose of the present study because they are all learners of EFL and have been exposed to
English literary materials. The class met weekly but not all the reading stages and their involved
activities were implemented every meeting.
Pre-reading Stage

At the beginning of the session, prior to beginning of the reading text, as indicated above, it
was essential to help students understand the key vocabulary presented. Several activities were
used at this stage to increase vocabulary development.

Word Dictation

We instructed our students to read several paragraphs of the assigned story, ‘The Masque of
the red death’ by Edgar Allan Poe and informed them that there would be a word dictation
activity in the following meeting. The words dictated were all taken from the assigned reading
pages, and for each one the students were asked to write them down.
The selected activity aims to encourage the learners to pay attention to the spelling and,
importantly, to emphasize the orthographic/ sound relationship. We read each target word twice,
then read the sentence from the book in which the word was located, after which we again
pronounced the word. Reading the sentence in which the word was located helped our students to
deal with homophones (i.e. words that sound the same but have different meanings and spellings
e.g. their, there, and they’re).

Students were then asked to choose a word and volunteer to take turns to write it on the board to
make sure that every student knew the correct spelling of each word. We then discussed the words
to see if they wanted to know more about the meaning. We also discussed the parts of speech of
each word so that students understood when to use them within a sentence. This activity is based
on the advice of Nation (2009) who emphasizes the importance of spelling in reading, stating that
while it is difficult, spelling is one of the most important aspects in developing EFL reading and
writing.

This activity provided the learners with opportunities to interact with each other to decide the
parts of speech of various words. Students reported that they found this activity very valuable. At
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the end of the semester, when they were asked them to write a personal reflection on the reading
class activities, most of them wrote that they looked forward to this particular activity. Some stated
that word dictation prompted them to read aloud more often on their own time. It also increased
their awareness of the spelling of a word and its sound. Others also stated that they had to listen to
the whole sentence, so they could decide which word and spelling were intended, which
encouraged them to think about meaning. This activity is in line with Welcome and Alton (2015)
who argue for the ability of skilled readers to build connections between the phonological and
orthographic systems.
Finding Synonyms or Definitions

This activity provided the Libyan learners with opportunities to develop their understanding of the
meanings of important keywords for better comprehension when reading the texts. For this activity,
some definitions/synonyms of key vocabulary from the text were written on the board. Students were
also instructed to work in small groups to match the synonyms/definitions with the words. The activity
also enabled the students to move around and communicate with their classmates. Most students
appeared to be motivated to collaborate with other group members. This activity boosted students’
engagement with the lesson.
Guessing the Words

Guessing activities usually require individual performance through teacher to- student
interaction. However, a guessing-in-context activity can be used to encourage interaction among
students and create excitement and motivation. In applying the adopted approach, ‘guess’ the
words was an activity designed to follow the earlier two activities stated above. For this activity,
some sentences contained keywords from the text and were written on separate cards for each
sentence. The keywords in each sentence were underlined and students were arranged into groups,
giving one set of cards to each group. Sentences were read aloud by a member of the group to the
rest. The rest of the group would guess the word. If no one could guess the guess word, the student
would read it out.

Prediction

Another vocabulary activity used was getting students to predict what they are going to read
which is essential during the pre-reading stage (Widodo 2009). Besides getting students to
speculate on what the reading text will be about, prediction encourages learners to think critically.
It is essential for teachers to elicit students’ ideas and encourage them to predict. Prediction often
involves the title of the text, visual images, videos, quotes of the text itself. Teachers can also
encourage the students to collaborate in groups to brainstorm ideas.

This activity involved the division of the students into groups. Each group was provided with
different tools to predict the text. Group 1, for instance, were provided with the title. Group 2 were
given pictures related to the content of the text. Group 3 read some quotes taken from different
parts of the text. Group work was followed by whole classroom discussion that enabled the learners
to share their predictions with other groups.

While-reading Stage

To support learners’ engagement during while reading stage, the following activities were

used:
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Jigsaw Reading

This while reading activity involved dividing the students into groups, as in the prediction stage.
Each group had some parts of the text and were asked to read it then they discuss the part of the
text within their group. They were also encouraged to share the information with the other
members of the other groups therefor the next stage was to share their ideas about the content of
the original texts with the new groups. Learners made notes of the main ideas about different parts
of the text. Following this step, learners were asked to go back to their original group and discuss
the new information they had received from the other groups they interacted with.

Some comprehension questions that cover the text were distributed. Questions were assigned to
one particular member of each group as the members were given numbers in each group.
Therefore, only students number 1 were allowed to answer the first question and so on. Since the
participants were only asked to read a small, manageable part of the text, they were more motivated
and seemed to be less pressured. Providing them with chances to share the text content using their
own words improved their awareness to the extent where they did not necessarily need to recognize
every single word to get an overall understanding of the text. Additionally, as they discussed the
content of their part of the text, students thought critically to know what was necessarily to share.
This collaborative activity benefited the learners for both angles comprehension and class
engagement.

Alternative Reading

Alternative reading activity provided high level learners with opportunities to help out their
counterparts. This activity involved providing the learners with two jumbled reading texts asking
the students to work in small groups, each of which received one set of the jumbled text parts then
asked them to put the separated text in the correct order. Some comprehension questions were
distributed among the students to test out their understanding of the text and asked them to answer
comprehension questions in their groups. Students also discussed the meanings of new words with
each other before asking their teacher. Students used Arabic as their first language for this part of
the activity to facilitate their collaboration and understand some cultural references in the text with
each other.

Post-reading Stage
Activities used for the post-reading stage is designed to extend the students’ understanding of the

text from the pre-reading and while-reading stages into other learning activities (Widodo, 2009). This
stage involved productive skills: speaking and writing, and also the use of students developed
vocabulary and grammar (Lindsay and Knight, 2006). This stage is used purposively to encourage the
students to think beyond the reading texts and to give reflections to the reading text. Some provoking
questions were provided to the learners to encourage them to think critically and deeply at this stage.
This activity gave the students opportunities to share their personal views and responses. Below are
some of the questions used to elicit students’ personal reactions towards the text they had read:

+ Do you agree with what the main character in the text did? Why/why not?

« If you were the main character in the text, would you do things the way he did? Why/Why

not?
» Which option do you think gives more benefits? Please state your reasons.
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* Do you think the ending of the story makes sense? If you could change the ending, how would
you change it?
Pedagogical Implications
The suggested teaching approach provides some pedagogical implications for other similar contexts
where the teaching of reading may still be teacher-centered. First, it is important for teachers to gauge
the level of learners’ language proficiency in order to select texts that are appropriate and accessible to
their students. Texts should be slightly higher than students’ current proficiency level to motivate,
challenge and develop their learning. Additionally, teachers need to find out topics that interest their
students. Also, teachers need to think beyond the textbooks. It is necessary to provide the materials
with more creative and engaging activities to encourage students to collaborate and develop their own
critical thinking and creativity. Finally, having good relationships with the students is also essential so
that students can become more open to teachers in responding to the reading activities. Formal
relationships with the students make meaningful discussions more challenging.

Conclusion

Teaching reading in the Libyan context, especially at university level, presents its own challenges
because most high school graduates are not used to think critically about their meaning. We presented
various reading activities that have been used successfully with our students. These can be helpful in
addressing similar issues in other EFL contexts, which use teacher-centered methods for the teaching
of reading. The pre-, while-, and post-reading activities used in the suggested approach engaged our
students at various stages of reading and motivated them more than the standard methods. Despite the
fact that we implemented the activities for students at university level, we believe that the suggested
activities can also be adopted for high school students or even younger students, with some
modification to suit students’ level of cognitive development, language proficiency, and interests.
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