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The Role of Play in The Emotional<Moral and Social Development of
Children Aged 3-6 Years from The Point of View of Mothers

DR: Nadia Saad .k. GHESHIR

University of Tripoli

Abstract:

Chidhood- especially early childhood« is characterized by playing ¢« which some
parent many consider a wast time and waste of the child's various energy and
power « while some them see the play as an integral part of child"'s daily life and
activies«< Accordingly. The current study aimed to identify the role of play in the
emotional. Moral and social development of children aged (3-6) years from the
mother's point of view«and to identy the significance of the difference in mothers’
perspectives according to variables of age¢ educational qualification< and
professions. Descriptive analytical method« the sample consisted of (104) mothers
for a number of children amounted to (158) boys and girls in the city of Tripli<in
Souq al jumaa area — and the questionnair was used as study tool. The results
indicated that the mothers«views confirm that play plays an important and vital role
in the social development of child in first order< then in the second orderin
importance was the role of play in moral development of child+ and finally the
importance of the role of play in emotional development came in the third order.
The results also indicated that there were statistically significant differences at the
level (0.05) in the mothers'views according to the variables of study< and those
results were discussed in the light of the theoretical framework and previous
studies« and a number of recommendations and suggestions were presented to
complete the benefit.

Key words: play- emotional development-moral development- Social development -
mothers" perspectives.
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The Relationship of Unrealistic Optimism to Self- deception in two
Samples of adolescents and adults in the city of Benghazi Predictive
comparative study

By: Dr Aisha Said Hamed emtobel
Aisha.amtoble@uob.edu.ly

Abstract :

The research aimed at the knowledge of the size and direction of the relationship
between the first variable ,which is unrealistic optimism and the second variable ,which is
self-deception and also the knowledge of the influence of age and sex in the two variables of
the research. This research aimed at the prediction of unrealistic optimism through the
variable of self-deception according to age group and in order to achieve the target of
the research , the description , correlative and comparative method was used . The sample
included 80 subjects , 40 adolescents , half males and half female and 40 adults , half males and
half females . The unrealistic optimism scale made by the researcher and the self —deception
scale (2018), were used as research instruments .

The results of the study revealed that , there is a significant positive correlation
between the unrealities' optimism variable and the total scare of self — deception variable
and its dimensions among adolescents and adults . The result also revealed that there is
an influence of sex variable on the two variables of the research as the average scores of
female was higher than the average scores of males in the unrealistic optimism variable , where's
the average scores of males was higher than average scores of femalesin self — deception
variable .

The results have also showed that there is an influence of age group on both
variables . The adolescents had a higher average scare than the adults. The result also
revealed that there is an influence of in traction between sex and age group on both
research variables as the adolescent males . The average of adolescent females is higher
then the average scores of adult females. The results also showed the prediction of the
total scare of self —deception variable and its dimensions with unrealistic optimism in the
two samples of the research , whereas the total score of self — deception did not contribute
in prediction unrealistic optimism in sample adolescents
Keywords: Unrealisti optimism — Self —deception.
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The obstacles that facing applying the electronic Administration at
Tripoli University

Huda HADI AWITI
Qasr Bin Ghashir College -university Tripoli - Libya

Abstract -

The electronic Administraion. The electronic administration considered as a new
intery of using knowledge« informaion< and advanced comunication for
management jobs and

excutive work in order to achieve jops in order to introducing services and to
imrove the educational process <as wllas exchanging informaion among the staff
of the system. The administration aims to improve the the outcome ofeducaional
system in order to achieve its goals . It needs an awareness of administration that
has the ability of effective and increasing between the society and university
through varied activities and updating programmes .this administration requires
strong leaders who have the ability of facing the variants and great challenge. The
leaders who insist on success. This study aims to clarify the electronic
Administraion and human constraints in applying the electronic Administraion in
facolty of educatio in Qaser bin Gasher. The sample of the study consists of 77
including 193 of teaching staff. The methodology of the study;.adopteing
descriptive method.
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Amstract ; \

The study aimed to identify the level of psychological security and
its dimensions among the students of the Faculty of Arts, University
of Benghazi, and to know the differences due to gender and classes.
The psychological security measure was used, prepared by Choucair
(2005), and the results of the study showed that the respondents had
an average level of psychological security in the total score of the
scale and after the formation of the individual and his vision for the
future, while the level of psychological security was low in the rest of
the dimensions “the general and practical life of the individual, the
individual’s mood and social relations And social interaction” as the

\Esults showed, there are no differences due to gender and classes/
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-Al-adamat .A ,AL-gasaweh . J, AL-adamat.O ( 2020). The impact of moral in tellignce on green purchase
intention . Management science letters 10 . 2063-2070. Availablwww.GrowingScience.com/msl

- Borba, M.(2001).Building Moral Intelligence The Seven Essential virtues That Teach Kids to do the right
think .San Francisco ; Jossey .Bass

- Clarken , R (2009). Moral intelligence in the Schools . paper presented at the annual Meeting of the
Michigan Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters Wayne State university. availableat: files.eric.ed.gov.

This study aimed to recognize the level of Moral Smartness for Benghazi
University students according to the following criteria Gender (male /
Female), the study major (scientific/ Art) and the year of study (first/
Fourth).

The sample consisted of 120 students from Benghazi University and it
is divided equally. Moral smartness scale has been prepared by Nama
(2015).

Results showed that students of Benghazi University have Moral
Smartness. Moreover, the results showed that there was no differences
when it comes to the major of study and the study year.

N /
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The advantage of using Facebook in academic communications: case study to
library & information department in Benghazi University

Dr: Azza Abubaker

Azza.abubaker@uob.edu.ly

Abstract:

The paper aim to identify the average of use the social networking, Facebook
in the motivation of optimal communication between library & information
department and its students, by measuring the average of publications,
number of responding and interactive with posts. The mix metedology has
been used as an interpretive approach to achieve the primary aims of this
study, which is to extract the real world complexity and evolve the use of
social networks and thereby to realize the main target of improving the use
of social networks in accordance with the original problematical situation.
Several of tools were used to collect data (online questionnaire, content
analysis and Insighits tool).

The findings showed that there were statically significant differences in
using Facebook application in academic communication among student and
academic staff.
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Abstract

Prepositions are one of the most used parts of speech in English. This
study is concerned with the difficulties are facing Libyan higher
education students on the use of English prepositions. More specifically,
this study is an attempt to discover these problems and the misuse of these
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INTRODUCTION

English language learning is dependent mostly on learning its words and master its production.
Prepositions as words are one of the most used parts of speech in English. The same prepositions
can carry vastly different meanings in various languages, often causing negative syntactic transfer
(Lorincz & Gordon, 2012). As a result, it is not always easy to find out which preposition is the
most appropriate for every particular situation. Many second language learners face difficulties
with prepositions due to the fact that they represent one of the most problematic areas (Joe, 2009;
Koffi, 2010). The difficulties faced by students in understanding how prepositions are used in
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context may stem from the analysis of first language L1 (Farooq 2012), namely Arabic into
English. They may confuse Arabic prepositions with English ones because of literal translation
from Arabic. The Prepositions System in English Language that includes components such as in,
at, on, of, by, into, onto, around, and adverb particles like down, up, over , off , is quite confusing
and challenging to learn for both speakers of English as a second language and beginners acquiring
English as a foreign language. Prepositions are considered by many scholars as problematic and
confusing not only for a language user but also for ESL teachers, particularly those whose native
languages’ prepositions system is different or have no such functional words that function
differently from English Language prepositions.

Those who are directly involved in language teaching and learning will obviously agree that
prepositions play an important role of the daily use of language. They are else aware of the
problems caused by the use of prepositions. Prepositions in English Language demonstrate varied
meanings in which some of them are very challenging and need high cognitive and mental work
from language users’ part. Koffi (2010) stated that prepositions are polysemous. Polysemy is “a
semantic characteristic of words that have multiple meanings™ (p. 299). The prepositions reflect
practical link between items in real life situation or use in terms of time, place and linguistic
function. Joe (2015) indicated that there is a deficiency of such studies on how the English
prepositional system is used. Therefore, this study attempts to focus on the difficulties which some
or all students encounter in their use of English prepositions. Especially, there have been no
attempts to ascertain how accurately Libyan learners of English use prepositions, strictly at the
university level. The study will highlight the areas to which language teachers should concentrate
on, in order to help their students, understand English prepositions. The study will also provide
some suggestions which may eliminate the misunderstanding of English prepositions.

As observed in English as second language situations, acquiring prepositions and usage is
challenging to ESL speakers and users, whether in foreign or Arab countries. It is because EFL
speakers do not possess the mastery over the language, particularly, the use of prepositions and
adverb particles. Koffi, (2010) pointed out that a higher number of prepositions in the English
language can contributes to the difficulty of master them. Most preposition usage is essentially
conventional, even quirkish at times, and many preposition choices actually have no inherent or
discernible logic of their own. For instance, it’s not easy to discern any logical difference between
“in,” “on,” and “at” as prepositions of place and location, and this is why so many non-native
English speakers take a long time to master their proper usage (Joe Carillo, 2009). However, the
situation is more problematic in learning contexts where English Language is the medium of
communication and used for the taught subjects at schools and colleges. Despite the fact that
prepositions are significant structural elements, they are essential discoursed devices, reinforced
by the fact they are basic components in producing written texts.

Research Objectives
This study aims to identify the difficulties in the use of prepositions in English Language and
determine the main sources of these difficulties which Libyan students encounter in using English
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prepositions. It also designed to determine the types of the errors which Libyan students make in
the use of prepositions in ESL.

Research Questions

1.What are the main sources of difficulties which play an active role in the misuse of
some English prepositions?
2.What are the types of the errors Libyan college students make in the use of

prepositions in EFL?

Literature Review

Different studies on the forms of prepositions (Omar, 2005), meanings of prepositions
(Thompson, 1992) and use of prepositions (Alwreikat & Yunus, 2020) have been used and
described in grammar books, particularly in (Larsen-Freeman & Celce-Murcia, 2015). These
studies may have made it more obvious why prepositions cause such difficulty for ESL/EFL
students. While learning the various meanings and meaning extensions of prepositions is perhaps
the greatest challenge, a pedagogical strategy that enables students to pay attention to their co-
occurrence, collocational, and discourse behavior, in addition will no doubt facilitate learners’
acquisition of these difficult lexico-grammatical forms (Celce-Murcia & Larsen-Freeman, 1999).
One of the earlier studies led by Altakhaineh, and Ibrahim (2019) has stated one of the most
difficult problems a student of English as a Second Language faces is the understanding of the
functions and the use of English prepositions. Most learning is dependent on memorization and
getting used to the usage. Altakhaineh, and Ibrahim further expressed his dissatisfaction with the
idea of the correct understanding and usage of certain prepositions involves intuitions. Instead, he
believed that if the correct understanding and usage of these prepositions involves intuition, then
few who learn English as a Second Language can gain mastery of them. Other studies have looked
into the acquisition patterns of different types of prepositions (Johnston & Slobin, 1979;
Tomasello, 1987), studies on the frequent use of prepositions and also studies on the frequency of
errors for the English prepositions (Abkarian, 1983). All these studies on prepositions had used
children at different age levels as their subjects. According to (the New Websters Dictionary) the
word “’preposition “’is Latin origin. It has the noun from “’praepositier *° from the verb
“’praeponere’’ meaning to place before. In English, prepositions are one of the eight parts of
speech. Prepositions are connectors, their function is to connect a noun or pronoun called the object
of preposition to another word in a sentence (Mew & Seaton, 2007). Abdulkarim (2008) has stated
in his study that prepositions are so significant for communication and they play such an important
role, however, the systemic study of prepositions has been scarcely investigated both in linguistics
and methodology.

Many studies have been conducted to examine the use of prepositions by ESL/EFL users and
producers as a part of a morpheme study (Lindstromberg, 2010). However, these studies have been
found to focus on isolated features of the English language prepositions system. This was revealed
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in many studies; such as (Omar, 2005). Prepositions are notoriously difficult for English language
learners to master due to the sheer number of them in the English language and their polysemous
nature (Lee, 2007). Lorincz and Gordon (2012) stated that English has 60 to 70 prepositions.
These various types of English prepositions with different functions which are usually used such
as preposition of place, preposition of time, preposition of movement, preposition to show a
method, reason, accompaniment and others. In addition to the majority of prepositions are
monosyllabic (Lee, 2007), and are hardly perceptible by learners as they are pronounced quickly
and with less clarity than content words (Anjayani, & Suprapto, 2016). The foreign language
learners will get confused if they do not understand the rules and the meaning of them (Anjayani
& Suprapto, 2016). Numerous analyses of the linguistic output of ELLs have revealed that
prepositional errors of substitution, omission, and addition account for the majority of syntactic
errors (Lorincz & Gordon, 2012), and to ascertain whether English language learners possess the
semantic knowledge of various prepositions (Alotaibi & Alrabah, 2018).

Consequently, much research yielded significant findings were particularly conducted to
examine functional words. This overuse of prepositions and the under use of in, on, at, and of, off,
down, over, up in particular, and others at the advanced level would suggest that these prepositions
are a kind of late acquisition. The literature reviewed indicated that English language users who
belong to different linguistic backgrounds face serious and difficult problems with regard to the
use of prepositions (kemmerer, 2009; Lorincz & Gordon, 2012). Thus, prepositions are very
significant linguistic structures because they carry syntactic and semantic functions (Mew &
Seaton, 2007; Anjayani & Suprapto, 2016).

Since most studies explored naturally occurring data to identify the challenges of preposition
use, others investigated second language learners’ errors of prepositions output (Alwreikat &
Yunus, 2020). Therefore, Libyan students as foreign language learners would be the target
population of the current study.

Research Design

This study used a quantitative approach to data collection and data analysis. The objective test
is as an assessment methods used with students to find out the errors committed in English
prepositions. The objective is an efficient tool allows the collection and measure of data easily
(Creswell,2013). Data were collected from the entire population and basic statistics such as means,
frequencies and distribution of scores were applied. Selected sample consisted of seventy-six
students from Faculty of Education in Sirte, Libya. A simple random sample techniques used to
select respondents so that every student has the same opportunity to participate in the study.

Population and Samples

Population involved are only focused on college students. The study sample consisted of 76
students. The sample of the study included 36 females and 40 males. The age of students ranged
between 19 and 21 years old. Students selected randomly for the study because they are the
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individual who directly involved in the use of the preposition through the learning process, then
facing the difficulties in using them accurately.

This study was carried out at a public Faculty of Education in Sirte University, Libya.
Respondents consisted of 52.63% males and 47.36% females from 76 students in English
department. They are randomly selected as a research sample. The background of respondents in
terms of students, their correct and incorrect answers and the percentages are given in tables which
divided into three parts based on the three kinds of the preposition that students have been tested
to evaluate their difficulties.

Research Instruments

In this study, an objective test with multiple choices was used as a research instrument. This
test contained different options and one key correct answer. The test included the use of the three
types of prepositions, namely, prepositions of place, time and movement. It consisted of 42
multiple choice questions. Objective test items were developed by the researchers based on related
studies. For the validity of content, it analysed by two experts from the English Department
lecturing at the Faculty of Education, Sirte University. A pilot study was carried out in the same
faculty. 10 respondents were participated in this phase to evaluate and measure the reliability of
the test items which approved its validity.

Procedure for Data Collection

In the actual phase, a test was administrated personally by researchers to find out the errors
committed in English prepositions. The participants of the study were encouraged to answer a
number of questions through a questionnaire survey about the use of different kinds of prepositions
for investigate their awareness, misuse, confusion and knowledge of prepositions. Tests were left
with open time. The students were not allowed to ask each other. The Tests were collected on the
same day.

Procedure for Data Analysis

A formula for data analysis have been used. The analysis of the data was cross-validated by
checking each answered question. Data from each answered question were counted and organized.
Then, the percentage of the errors in the use of prepositions by respondents was recorded based on
their responses to the test. The formula is as following:

Score = %x 100 R = total of correct answer N = total of respondent

Results

Data analysis conducted to find out the difficulties in using prepositions by EFL students in
English department. So the test was divided into three parts; prepositions of time, prepositions of
place, and prepositions of movement. This test consisted of 42 multiple choice questions. The
analysis of the findings in the current research indicated that students committed different types in
the use of prepositions. The table (1) below shows the results of the propositions of time choices.
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Prepositions of time
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Table (1): shows the results of the propositions of time choices.

ltems

1-She goes to work ...... the morning.
a-at  b-in c-on
2-1 will talk to my father ...... lunch.
a-at b-in c-on
3-My birthday is ...... June15™,
a-at b-in  c-on
4-They will arrive ...... 10 o’clock.
a-in b-by c-on
5-your goods will be delivered ...... 28 days.
a-within b- during c- at
6-He has written many books ...... his
lifetime.
a-by  b-within c-during
7-1 must have slept ...... ten hours.
a-for b-without c- at

8-The meeting will start ...... 10 o’clock.
a-at  b-by c-on
9-1 worked ...... 4 o’clock ...... 7 o’clock.

a-from-until b-to-by c¢- at-—during

10-Shops close ...... Fridays in Libya. a-
for b-on c-from

11-It is very cold here ...... the winter.

a-in b-for  c¢-during

12-1 will be in London ...... Thursday.
a-for b- till c- from
13-They had lived in Tripoli ...... ten years
before come here.
a-at b-from c- for

14-He has lived here ...... 1945.
a-in time  b-since c-for

15- 1 like to get up ...... to have a big
breakfast before going to work.

a-since b-in time c-at
16- 1 will be back ...... a few minutes.
a-at b- for c-in

Number
of
students
76

76

76

76

76

76

76

76

76

76

76

76

76

76

76

76

Correct
answer

40

37

33

24

14

39

54

54

48

63

S7

18

41

66

47

17

Incorrect
answer

36

39

43

52

62

37

22

22

28

13

19

58

35

10

29

59

Percentage

52.63%
48.68%

43.42%
31.57%
18.42%

51.31%

71.05%

71.05%

63.15%

82.89%

75%

23.68%

53.94%

86.84%

61.84%

22.36%
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17- My mother usually comes to stay ...... 76 54 22 71.05%
Christmas.
a-at b-till c-to
18- The bus was late this morning, but it’s 76 52 24 68.42%
usually ......
a-at b- till c- on time

The result of item 1 indicates that only 52.63% of the students answered the question correctly.
This means that 47.36% of the students do not know how to use the preposition ‘in’ with parts of
the day.

The average score of question 2 shows that only 48.68% got the right answer as well as with
question 3 where the result dropped to 43.42% this shows that about 56.57% of the students do not
know how to use ¢’at>” with meals and ¢’on ¢’ with the dates.

The responses to questions 4 and 5 are also below standard in that only 31.57% and 18 .42 %
of students answered them correctly.

The answers to items 7, 8, 10, 11, 14 and 17 were very encouraging. More than 71% of the
students obtained a satisfactory score.

A careful look at questions 12 and 16 indicates that 76.97 % failed to answer these two
questions.

The total result of prepositions of the time shows that 55.46 % passed this test. This illustrates
that the majority of the students face difficulties in using prepositions of time.

Prepositions of place

The table below demonstrates the results gained by the students in this questionnaire.

Table (2): demonstrates the results gained by the students in this questionnaire.

Items Number  Correct Incorrect Percentage
of answer answer
students

1-The knife is ...... the table. 76 64 12 84.21%

a-at b-on c-for
2-We stopped...... London on our way to 76 14 62 18.42%

Canada.

a-at b-in c-on

3-Ali was sitting ...... me in the restaurant. 76 36 40 47.36%
a-at b-before  c-in front of
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4-There was a terrible accident......the 76 27 49 35.52%
Crossroads.
a-at b- before c- between
5-Sara is sitting...... Aisha and Ahmed. 76 55 21 72.36%
a-during  b- between  c- behind
6-The car is ...... the Lorry. 76 37 39 48.68%
a-behind  b-in c-between
7-1 am....... Libya. 76 73 3 96.05%
a-in b- to c-from
8-The bank is ...... the cinema. 76 60 16 78.94%
a-to b- beside c- for
-9-We lived inaflat ...... the shop. 76 55 21 72.36%
a-above b-for c- from
10- He threw the ball ...... my head. 76 30 46 39.47%
a-at b-over c-in
11-He usually wears a shirt ...... his jacket. 76 55 21 72.36%
a-for  b-under c-above
12-Ahmed lives in the flat ...... me. 76 57 19 75%
a-in b- between  c-below
13-She sits ...... the open window watching 76 27 49 35.52%
the sea.
a-at b-by c-for
14- | work in a small town ...... London. 76 25 51 32.89%
a-for b- before c-near

The response to question 1 is quite satisfactory in that 84.21% of our students answered the
question correctly.

The problem of using prepositions is clearly expressed in question no.2 where only 18.42% of
the students managed to score a good result.

Item no.3 indicates another problem; only 36 students answered the question correctly.

Moreover, the result of question 4 highlights the students need to improve their skill in
prepositions for nearly 64% of them failed to answer this question.

Fifty-five out of seventy-six students passed question No.5, However, the result went down to
48.68% in item no .6.

In items no.7 ,8 ,9 ,11 and 12 the results ranged from 72.36% to 96.05%. This means that the
majority of the students have less difficulty in understanding these questions, whereas they didn’t
do well in questions 10, 13, and 14.

The table also reveals that the total result of the students passed this part of the test is about
57.80% only.

Prepositions of movement
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Table (3)
Number Correct Incorrect Percentage
Items of answer  answer
students
1-Wearrived ........ the airport in good time for the 76 33 43 43.42%
plane.
a- at b-by c- for
2-A bird flew ........ the kitchen 76 42 34 55.26%
through the window.
a- before b-into c-on
3- Hedrove....... the bridge. 76 25 51 32.89%
a-under b-from c-through
4-They are building a bridge.......the river. 76 22 54 28.94%
a-above b-across c- from
5-The train passes ...... the tunnel. 76 40 36 52.63%
a-through b-under  c-over
6- She stood ...... the mirror. 76 29 38.15%
a-to b-in frontof c-through 47
7-The temperature dropped to ......zero at night. 76 27 49 35.52%
a-below b- on c- over
8-Come and sit ...... me 76 25 51 32.89%
a-in b-from c- by
9-He is coming ...... the road. 76 19 57 25%
a-along b-to c- over
10-We are going on holidays...... 76 46 30 60.52%
Benghazi.
a-in b-to c-above

The results in this table are sheer indicators of the difficulties facing our students in using
prepositions of movement. As we can see from the table; items no .1,3 ,4 ,6 ,7 ,8 and 9 show that
the results are below 50%. Only in questions no.2 and 10 where the results moved above 50%.
This means 59.47% of the students failed to answer this test.

Summary of Results

The study found that the total result of prepositions of the time shows that 44.59% failed this
test. This illustrates that the majority of the students face difficulties in using prepositions of time.
The total result of prepositions of the place shows that 42.19% failed this test. This illustrates that
the majority of the students face difficulties in using prepositions of place. The total result of
prepositions of the movement shows that 40.52% passed this test. This illustrates that the majority
of the students face difficulties in using prepositions of movement. The findings of the tables above
show that the majority of the students were unable to pass the test. Only 51.26% managed to score
an acceptable mark as average result. Students seemed to be unable to cope with the need to use
prepositions properly.
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Findings of the Research

The findings of the research indicated that there are many differences in the use of
prepositions identified in the English language. This study has also revealed the differences for the
same prepositions which are used differently in different categories in terms of frequency
occurrence such as; prepositions on, at, in, to and by are presented in the categories of prepositions
of place and time that refer to the multiple meaning of prepositions.

To answer the first research question: the findings of the research indicate that the most of errors
in the use of prepositions by EFL learners relate to the following causes:

a) The inter-lingual or intercommunicative errors caused by the users’ native language
interference.

b) Usage and training errors.

c) The faulty presentations of the training materials by the language trainers.

d) The use of English within particular linguistic situations.

e) Second language communication strategies by which users and learners attempt to tackle the
loaded interaction encountering them.

Most of these errors occurs when using prepositions such as /in/, /into/ and /at / equals / Fe/, /onto/
and /on/ equals /ala/ in Arabic where the preposition /of/ left with no equivalent, due to its varied
structural function. In addition, prepositions in Arabic Language are not of multi-meanings and
functions the way English is.

To answer the second research question; the findings of research indicated to the errors types
students made as following:

(a) Substitution of the preposition in for at, and in for on in certain contexts.

(b) The use of the preposition at to indicate days and items, in to show exact date and days, on for
time.

(c) Replacement of the preposition in by on as indicators of certain objects like, days seasons,
years, items or date.

(d) Substitution of the preposition on by onto in appropriate sentences.
(e) The use of the preposition into in place of in or reverse them.

(F) The unawareness of the use of prepositions as which one stands for specific or general purpose
in the case of in, on, at.

(9) The mix up in the use of the preposition of and the adverb off as which one to use in particular
structure. Also, the misuse and confuse in the usage of the prepositions and adverb particles down,
up with under and above.

Discussion
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The analysis of the findings in the current research indicated that students committed different
types of errors in the use of prepositions. As the participants were confused while using them in
their writing. This contributes to the learning difficulty to use prepositions correctly as most of
them have several different functions. This includes the substitution of the preposition. Such as, in
for at, and in for on in certain contexts. The findings showed that this kind of substitution occurred
with both male and female. Worth stating that these findings were in line with findings’ Cowan
(2008) and Lee (2012). In which, the occurrence of these errors were related basically to native
language interference and the learners’ knowledge inadequacy of the target language, or even the
multiple meanings and functions of English prepositions as following;

(i) A bird flew [into -in] the kitchen through the window.
(ii) He threw the ball [over- on] my head.
(iii) The knife is [at - on] the table.

Where a significant number of errors made by the subjects through substituting in by on, on by
at whose use is obligatory locative or spatial with object of preposition [ place —~way] for on not
for in; and on with the [item, the table] not in, or the case for the exact [ date, 2nd April] on not in
which would be used for general things like month, year, or place. Thus, English requires the use
of the prepositions in for general usage and on for exact purpose but Arabic not. Due to the
aforesaid dissimilarities or differences between the two languages, Arabic doesn’t have distinct
markers for prepositions exact and general usage compared to that of English language. This may
lead to the incorrect use of prepositions and adverb particles. This assumption is further supported
by the work of scholars such as (Thomson & Martinet, 2009) who stated that similar errors were
made by producers and users of Arabic and other international languages. They pointed out that
these languages might not have corresponding prepositions system. The other possible source of
errors in the process of simplification is the attempt of English Language learners to reduce the
acquisition load. They may be using prepositions like in, on, and at differently for succeeding the
communication process.

Substitution of the prepositions of by the adverb off, and similarly down, up, over, around, and
when to consider them as prepositions or adverb particles within the structure is also another
crucial problem here. These crucial errors may seem flexible enough to be discussed but very
challenging and problematic in reality. This inadequacy may relate to the native language
interference and ESL students’ unawareness the English word class, knowledge of these functional
words, and multiple meanings of prepositions (Lee ,2007).

This explanation seems very ideal for the difficulty in learning prepositions such as in, at, on, of,
onto, into and adverb particles like down, over, up and off where some of them could be applicable
as prepositions as well. They are considered as inseparable indicators for time, seasons, years,
months, places, and items in most of the situations and purposes (locative and spatial), whether
exact or general. This conclusion may make the learners assume that the use of prepositional words
in, on, at, onto, into and of is for all cases regardless of the purpose, object, and situation stands
for as well the case for other prepositions and adverb particles. In addition, secondary school
students are also misled by the presentation of English language teaching materials in the
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classroom setting. Whereas the constructivists are extremely arguing for the importance of
linguistic input. This is akin to the result of a study by Wijana (2014). They concluded that the
lack of good teaching approach and materials is one of the factors that could contributed to the
problems with using propositions. Some teachers may teach prepositions to their students orally.
This leads them to reality shock when they practice writing and get confuse and misuse
prepositions with adverb particles, particularly whenever the learners or users can not differentiate
between prepositions and adverb particles. This may include components such as down, up and
over as adverb particles as demonstrated in the examples here:

(i) The boy lives up / down the road. [Preposition]

(ii) He looked up / down. [Adverb particles]

It is worth noting that these errors are subsequent to that of prepositions usage /use unawareness,
and knowledge, especially when it comes to the word class type which the producers fail to realize
that these features are not separate entity from the word class (noun / verb) and have structural
implication as modifying verbs or nouns and, thus, continues to produce ungrammatical structures.
The participants made erroneous errors in the use of prepositions in which students appear to make
a lot of errors in erroneous substitution of prepositions themselves as (48.75%). Both females and
males recorded substitution errors in the use of some prepositions such as [of, in, at, on]. But these
errors did not seem like a slip of a pen or nonce mistake. Furthermore, the learners made many
errors in the use of prepositions in their application with time, places, date, seasons, years, or items
(locative and spatial). These errors may be better explained as being caused by the other target
language structures analogy and overgeneralization. The students were possibly applying the rules
of native and target languages where they are not applicable. In addition, the unawareness,
hypercorrection, or the students’ tendencies to excessively use prepositions in unnecessary places
may lead to communication interruption and errors. These errors refer to the learners’ unawareness
and carelessness.

Conclusion:

The study investigated the errors and difficulties in the use of prepositions by college students.
It has established that Libyan learners of the English language, just like learners from some other
countries have problems with the use of English Prepositions due to various factors. The results
illustrated that the majority of the students exhibited difficulties in using prepositions of time, place
and movement. Worth stating that the study of preposition is considered as an important field in
grammar. These findings implied that the understanding or mastering of preposition kinds and
usage or their multiple meaning and functions are very important in assisting students to use them
correctly by avoiding the unawareness, misuse and confusion of prepositions. That will enhance
the students "ability in distinguish among them through the writing and speaking forms.

Recommendations:
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The results revealed the need for giving more time to prepositions in class activities. A careful
look at the syllabus showed that prepositions are not dealt with appropriately. Prepositions play an
important part in speech. Therefore, they should be given more space in the content of the course
book and more class tasks should be devoted to explain and exercise the use of prepositions. That
is, EFL learners should be able to use them correctly in order to avoid confusions and meanings
interruption. Other than using grammar books, internet sources, dictionaries and the textbooks, a
pedagogical strategy that support students to be aware to their co-occurrence, collocational and
discourse behavior are needed to simplify learners’ acquisition of these difficult lexico-
grammatical forms (Wijana, 2014). Likewise, students may be able to learn and recognize the
typical uses of prepositions better if they are asked to detect the pattern on their own. Their
sensitivity to the language can be developed if they are encouraged to discover the patterns of use
in prepositions.
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Abstract

The concept of equivalence can be assumed to hold a central position in
translation studies. However, it has been controversial, causing many heated
debates among scholars of translation studies according to its nature,
definition and applicability. This research paper provides a critical evaluation
of the most influential equivalence theories that have been proposed by
scholars in the field, such as Vinay and Darbelnet (1958), Jakobson (1959),
Nida and Taber (1969), Catford (1965), House (1997), Koller (1979), Newmark
(1981), Baker (1992), and finally, Pym (2010). These theories are presented in
order to provide a better understanding of how the concept of equivalence
developed. It is concluded that the concept of equivalence in the translation
process varies among translation scholars according to their view on the
qualities of equivalence.

Key word: Translation, equivalence, translation scholars, translation theories.
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Introduction:

The concept of equivalence has concerned translation scholars since it has been strongly
connected with both their definitions and practical aspects of translating. Equivalence became an
important topic of translation theories in the 1960s and 1970s. Equivalence indicates that the
source text and target text share some kind of similarity. The question was as to the kind and degree
of similarity which created different types of theories of equivalence. This research attempts to
critically analyze the concept of equivalence according to fundamental translation scholars
including, Vinay and Darbelnet (1958), Jakobson (1959), Nida and Taber (1969), Catford (1965),
House (1997), Koller (1979), Newmark (1981), Baker (1992), and finally, Pym (2010).

Research question

— What are the translation scholars’ views of equivalence in translation?
Research aims:

1. This research aims to present a critical evaluation of the most influential equivalence theories
that have been proposed by scholars in equivalence.

2. The study aims to shed light on similarities and differences between theories of equivalence in
translation.

Contribution to Knowledge

The critical evaluation of equivalence theories in translation intend to contribute theoretically
to the literature in the field of translation studies. In addition, it contributes to raise awareness of
similarities and differences of equivalent theories in the field.

Limitation of the Study

This research study is restricted to the evaluation of translation equivalence theories according
to nine key scholars, namely, Vinay and Darbelnet (1958), Jakobson (1959), Nida and Taber
(1969), Catford (1965), House (1997), Koller (1979), Newmark (1981), Baker (1992), and finally,
Pym (2010). The study does not include the evaluation of other theoretical scholars.

Literature review:

The literature review presents the most fundamental translation scholars’ views on the concept
of equivalence. In addition, it shows how each scholar defines equivalence, and their division to
the types of equivalence. Moreover, the literature demonstrates if their theories show any
advantages and defaults with a critical analysis of the concept of equivalence according to the
following scholars in the field, namely, Vinay and Darbelnet (1958), Jakobson (1959), Nida and
Taber (1969), Catford (1965), House (1997), Koller (1979), Newmark (1981), Baker (1992), and
finally, Pym (2010).

A. Vinay and Darbelnet
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Jean-Paul Vinay and Jean Darbelnet published their Stylistique Comparée du Frangaiset de I
Anglais (1958) which is a comparative stylistic analysis of the different translation strategies and
procedures used in French and English. In its English version, first published in 1995, they
distinguished between direct and oblique translation. They consider that direct translation refers to
literal translation and oblique translation refers to free translation (p. 84). Moreover, they presented
seven procedures, the first three covered by direct translation and the remaining four by oblique
translation. These procedures are: borrowing, calque, literal translation, transposition, modulation,
equivalence and adaptation.

Equivalence according to Vinay and Darbelnet

They consider equivalence as reformulation, which produces an equivalent text in the target
language by using completely different stylistic and structural methods from those in the source
language. Classical examples of equivalence include translation of exclamations and expletives.
For example, the English Expression of pain “Oach!” corresponds to the Polish “Au!” and to the
Arabic “ ) 51! . In addition, they added another type of expression that requires reformulation
to fit into the target text which is onomatopoeia of animal sounds. This also includes different
equivalent types of sounds that differ from one language to another to the same kind of animal.
Moreover, since it embraces an opulent repertoire of idioms and proverbs that tend to be fixed in
most cases.

This suggests that equivalence is viewed as a procedure in which the same situation is
replicated as in the original, yet by using different words (Vinay and Darbelnet, 1995). According
to Vinay and Darbelnet (1995) translating proverbs is a good example of employing equivalence
for rendering more elaborated structures between the source language and target language. Yet, it
may not be easy to find close equivalent to such proverbs.

They believe that through equivalence the stylistic influence of the source-language text can be
preserved and transferred to the target-language text. Therefore, Vinay and Darbelnet (1995)
consider that equivalence can be attained when translating proverbs, idioms and clichés, through
rendering the meaning and message that create the same effect rather than merely focusing on
form.

Furthermore, Vinay and Darbelnet (1995) regard that it is necessary for equivalent expressions
between language pairs to be listed in a bilingual dictionary “as full equivalents” However, they
recognized that it would be impossible for bilingual dictionaries to cover all idiomatic expressions.
In addition, the translation of such idiomatic expression may not be fully equivalent. Consequently,
they admitted that glossaries and collections of idiomatic expressions are not comprehensive. This
indicates that the rendering of an equivalent expression from a dictionary or glossary in the source
language text does not present or guarantee an adequate translation since it is out of context. As
the context of these idiomatic expressions plays an important role in determining the translation
strategy that should be used. Accordingly, they conclude by affirming that what determines the
need for creating equivalences are the context and situation of idiomatic expressions. Therefore,
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translators are advised to consider the situation and context of the source text in order to come up
with an adequate translation equivalence in the target text (Vinay and Darbelnet, 1995).

B. Jakobson

The structuralist Roman Jakobson (1959) maintains that the field of translation is divided into
three types, that is, intralingual (rewording or paraphrasing within the same language), interlingual
(rewording or paraphrasing between two different languages), and intersemiotic (rewording or
paraphrasing between sign systems). Yet, the focus in translation studies is on interlingual
translation.

Equivalence according to Jakobson

Regarding equivalence Jakobson believes that there is no full translation equivalence between
the meaning of words in different languages (Jakobson, 1959). He presents an example of ‘cheese’
in English by saying that it is not identical to the Russian ‘syr’. They are different because cottage
cheese is included in the general word ‘cheese’ in English. Yet, it is not included in the Russian
word ‘syr’. Jakobson does not suggest that translation is impossible, however, he identifies the
differences in the structure and terminology between different languages.

Similarity and differences between Vinay and Darbelnet’s theory of translation and
Jakobson’s theory

Considering the perspective of the above mentioned views on equivalence, it is claimed that
there are some similarities between Vinay and Darbelnet’s theory of translation and Jakobson’s
theory. Both theories argue that it is possible to provide a linguistically adequate translation despite
cultural and grammatical differences between source language and target language.

This indicates that the translator should be able to render the message from the source text to
the target text regardless of grammatical, cultural, semantic difference between the two languages
in question. The theories suggest that the translator should consider the linguistic limitations and
have enough knowledge, experience and skills to create an adequate comprehensive target text.

C. Nida and Taber

Nida (1964) has given four basic requirements of a translation: 1. Making sense 2. Conveying
the spirit and manner of original. 3. Having a natural and easy form of expression 4. Producing a
similar response. Nida (1964) presented semantics in translation, as well as the information theory,
transformation theory, and communicational theory. In addition, he proposed dynamic equivalence
and the three stage model of translation process which includes analysis, transfer and restructuring.
Moreover, Waard and Nida (1986) substituted functional equivalence for dynamic equivalence in
order to avoid unnecessary misinterpretations. Furthermore, Nida (1960) modified the
consideration towards “formal correspondence” which had been considered as the opposite of
“dynamic equivalence”. Moreover, he found that translation is considered as part of linguistics.
Nida in translation studies presented semantics, function, context and culture. Most of Nida’s
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translation linguistic theories are scientific, systematic and interdisciplinary. Nida’s theories made
a great influence all over the world.

Equivalence according to Nida

Regarding equivalence, Nida presents two main types of equivalence: (1) formal equivalence
and (2) dynamic equivalence. In particular, Nida argues that in formal equivalence the target text
resembles very much the source text in both form and content. However, in dynamic equivalence
focuses on conveying the source text message into the target text as naturally as possible. It is
claimed that Nida prefers dynamic equivalence because he considers it to be a more effective. Nida
and Taber’s (1969) state that dynamic equivalence in translation goes beyond correct
communication of information.

Munday (2016) argues that Nida is credited for introducing a receptor-based direction to the
task of translating. This in turn supports the view that Nida focuses on the effect of the target text
(dynamic equivalence) rather than form and content (formal equivalence).

D. Catford

Catford’s primary contribution in translation lies in the kinds and shifts of translation. the
changes that happen during the translation process are called shifts. VVery broad kinds of translation
were described by Catford according to three standards. First of all, full translation is different
from partial translation according to the extent of translation. Secondly, total translation and
restricted translation also differ from each other according to the levels of language which are
involved in translation, and, thirdly, rank-bound translation and unbounded translation are
distinguished by Catford, relying on the grammatical or phonological rank at which equivalence
IS constituted.

Equivalence according to Catford

Catford (1965) has been known for introducing two main concepts into the field of translation
theory, which are ‘types’ and ‘shifts’ of translation. In his analysis of the notion of translation, he
presents categories of translation based on three criteria: 1) The extent of translation (full
translation contrasted to partial translation), 2) The levels of language involved in translation (total
translation as opposed to restricted translation), and 3) The grammatical rank at which the
translation equivalence is established (rank-bound translation contrasted to unbounded translation)

The analysis of Catford’s view of equivalence also focused on the notion of shifts. Catford
(1965:73) defines translation shifts as “departures from formal correspondence when translating
from the SL to the TL”. Furthermore, he keeps that there are two primary types of translation shifts,
which are: 1) level shifts (where a SL item at one linguistic level, for instance, grammar, hasa TL
equivalent at a different level, for example, lexis), and 2) category shifts, which are divided into
(a) structure-shifts where changes happen in grammatical structure, (b) unit-shifts which involve
changes in rank, (c) class-shifts where changes occur in class, and (d) intra-system shifts which
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take place internally when source and target language systems take the same constitution but a
non-corresponding term in the TL.

Catford was strongly criticized for establishing a linguistic theory of translation. Snell-Hornby
(1988) claims that linguistics should not be considered as the only subject which enables
translation to take place, but we should take into account cultural, situational and historical
elements. Nevertheless, Malmkjaer (2005) notices that when Catford (1965) defines translation as
the replacement of SL textual material by TL equivalent textual material, he does not mean
equivalent in meaning.

E. House

When House (1997) carried out contrastive German-English discourse analyses, he
distinguished between two basic types of translation, which are overt translation and covert
translation. While overt translation refers to a target text that composes of components that ‘betray’
that it is a translation, covert translation is a target text that has the same purpose with the source
text since the translator has made every possible attempt to relieve cultural differences. In sum, we
can conclude that House’s theory seems more flexible than Catford’s since it integrates the
pragmatic features of translation by using authentic examples.

Equivalence according to House

House (1997) generated a translation model where the primary demand for equivalence of
source text and target text is that original text and translated text should match each other in
function. This function should be accomplished by employing equivalent pragmatic ways. Thus,
the translation is adequate in quality if it matches the “textual” profile and function of the original.

F. Koller

Koller’s (1979) elaborated investigation of the idea of equivalence and its linked term
‘correspondence’. Correspondence concerns the comparison of two language methods where
differences and similarities are described contrastively. However, equivalence deals with
equivalent items in particular source text and target text pairs and contexts.

Equivalence according to Koller

Koller (1979) states that there are five different kinds of equivalence: (a) denotative
equivalence which involves the extra linguistic content of a passage, (b) connotative equivalence
which relates to lexical selections, (c) text-normative equivalence which relates to text-types, (d)
pragmatic equivalence which involves the recipient of the text or message, and finally, (e) formal
equivalence which relates to the pattern and philosophy of the text. Koller (1979) argues that a
hierarchy of values cannot be kept in translation unless the translator reaches a hierarchy of
equivalence demands for the target text. Despite the hierarchical ordering of equivalences is open
to argument, Koller’s share to the field of translation studies is acknowledged for bringing into
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translators’ attention different kinds and ways where the then fashionable desideratum of
equivalence can be accomplished.

G. Newmark

Newmark’s Approaches to Translation (1981) and A Textbook of Translation (1988) try to
describe a ground for dealing with troubles that meet the translation process. More specifically,
Newmark changes Nida’s terms of formal and dynamic equivalence with semantic and
communicative translation respectively.

Equivalence according to Newmark

Newmark suggests two types of equivalence semantic and communicative translation. The
main difference between them is that semantic translation focuses on meaning while
communicative translation focuses on the effect. In other words, semantic translation focuses on
the source text and tries to keep its characteristics as much as possible. On the other hand,
communicative translation emphasizes the needs of the recipients. Therefore, in semantic
translation a huge focus is placed on the writer of the original text whereas communicative
translation serves a larger readership. It should be mentioned that during the translation process,
communicative translation need not be used exclusively over semantic or vice versa. For instance,
in a literary text a particular sentence needs communicative translation whereas another sentence
from the same text may need a semantic one. Thus, the two methods of translation may be used in
parallel, with varying focuses where each one can be used.

Furthermore, Newmark (1981:39) strongly thinks that literal translation is the best approach in
both semantic and communicative translation. Nevertheless, he focuses on that when there is a
conflict between the two types of translation, in order to avoid producing an abnormal, odd-
sounding or semantically inaccurate result, we should use communicative translation. In order to
exemplify his point, he uses the example of the common sign bissiger Hund and chien méchant,
which should be translated communicatively as beware the dog! instead of the semantic translation
as dog that bites! and bad dog! In order to communicate the message effectively.

H. Baker

The contribution of Baker (1992) to the field of translation studies is recognized in providing a
systematic approach to training translators through the elaboration of specific strategies. These
strategies can be applied in dealing with several translation problems that translators encounter.
consequently, the strategies tend to be useful for both theoretical and practical issues in translation.

Equivalence according to Baker

Baker (1992) addresses the annoying issue of equivalence by adopting a more neutral approach
when she argues that equivalence is a relative notion because it is influenced by a variety of
linguistic and cultural factors. According to Baker (1992) equivalence is structured around
different levels, that is, at the level of word, phrase, grammar, text and pragmatics. In more detail,
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a distinction is made between word-level and above-world level equivalence. Adopting a bottom-
up approach, Baker recognizes the importance of individual words during the translation process,
since the translator looks firstly at the words as single units in order to find their equivalent in the
TL. Baker presents a definition of the term word referring to its complex nature since a single word
can sometimes be assigned to different meanings in different languages. Accordingly, parameters
such as number, gender and tense should be taken into account when translating a word.

Grammatical equivalence refers to the diversity of grammatical categories across languages and
the difficulty of finding an equivalent grammatical structure in the target text is due to the variety
of grammatical rules across languages. Baker (1992) stresses that differences in grammatical
structures may considerably change the way the information or message. As a consequence, the
translator may be forced to add or delete information in the target text because of lacking specific
grammatical structures. According to her, some of the major categories that often pose problems
for translators are number, voice, person, gender, tense and aspect.

On the other hand, textual equivalence refers to equivalence that may be achieved between a
source text and target text in terms of cohesion and information. Baker argues that the effect of
text is important for translators because it facilitates their comprehension and analysis of the
source text and helps them to produce a cohesive and coherent text in the target language.

The translators task is to preserve the cohesive ties as well as the coherence of the source
language text. This in turn relies on three main factors; the target audience, the purpose of the
translation and the text type.

Finally, pragmatic equivalence essentially deals with implicature. Baker argues that
implicature is used to denote implied meaning, but not literal meaning. Accordingly, the focus of
interest is not on what is explicitly stated, but rather on the intended or implied meaning in a given
context. The role of the translator is to work out the meaning of implicatures. Hence, if the text
carries implicatures, the main aim of the translator is to reconstruct the intended message of the
source language text in a manner that is accessible and comprehensible to the target language
reader.

l. Pym

Lastly, Pym (2010) contributes to the concept of equivalence by stating that there is no perfect
equivalence between languages and he believes that equivalence is always estimated. According
to Pym (2010) equivalence is a relation of creating similar source text effect in a target text which
can be recognized on any linguistic level from form to function.

Equivalence according to Pym

Pym (2010) distinguishes between natural and directional equivalence. Natural equivalence
exists between languages prior to the translation process, and it is not affected by directionality.
Alternatively, theories of directional equivalence allow translators to be free in choosing between
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several translation strategies which are not dictated in the source text. Regardless of the several
ways of translating, the strategies for directional equivalence are reduced into two opposing poles;
one is to preserve the source language norms and the other to target language norms. However,
an important assumption of directional equivalence shows that it involves some kind of
asymmetry. This suggests that when creating an equivalent by following a certain way of
translating does not necessary imply the creation of the same equivalent when translating another
way.

Discussion and critical evaluation of equivalence theories

Both Vinay and Darbelnet (1995) as well as Jakobson (1959) both believe that there is no
complete or full translation equivalence. Yet, for Jacobson equivalence is not impossible. Vinay
and Darbelnet (1995) focused on equivalence in idiomatic expressions and idioms and they
consider that dictionaries and glossaries do not provide adequate equivalence since these terms are
not in context. For Vinay and Darbelnet (1995) context and situation play an important role first
in determining the translation strategy that should be used and secondly in producing an adequate
target text equivalence. Both theories argue that it is possible to provide a linguistically adequate
translation despite cultural and grammatical differences between source language and target
language. The difference between them is that Jacobson focuses more on the different between
structure and terminology (focus on form). However, Vinay and Darbelnet (1995) focus on effect
(focus on meaning) especially in idioms and proverbs.

Nida (1964) divided equivalence into formal and dynamic equivalence. In which in formal
equivalence focus is on form and content, while in dynamic equivalence focus is on the message.
Yet, Nida (1964) prefers dynamic equivalence because he considers it to be a more effective. So
we can conclude that Nida and Vinay and Darbelnet are similar in preferring to focus on effect,
meaning and the message of the source text in the target text. Accordingly, Nida (1964) prefers
the effect of the target text (dynamic equivalence) rather than form and content (formal
equivalence).

Catford (1965) is acknowledged for introducing two basic concepts into the field of translation
theory which are ‘types’ and ‘shifts’ of translation. The types include the extent of translation,
level of translation and grammatical rank. In addition, he focused on shifts from the source
language text to the target language text. He has been strongly criticized for establishing a large
linguistic theory of translation. He is Similar to Jakobson (1959) in that he preferred to focus on
form (formal equivalence) rather than focusing on meaning.

House (1997) distinguished between two types of translation, overt translation and covert
translation. House’s theory seems more flexible than Catford’s theory since it integrates the
pragmatic features of translation by using authentic examples. For him, the original text and
translated text should match each other in function. Therefore, House is similar to Nida and Vinay
and Darbelnet in focusing on receiving similar effect and function.
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Koller (1979) points out on the difference between correspondence and equivalence. His
contribution to the field of translation studies brought translations’ attention to different kinds of
equivalence and the ways in which equivalence can be achieved. The hierarchy of equivalence
requirements depends on what the translator wants to achieve and render in the target text.

New mark described a basis for dealing with difficulties that face translators during the
translation process. Newmark replaced Nida’s terms of formal and dynamic equivalence with
semantic and communicative translation respectively. In which semantic translation focuses on
meaning while communicative translation focuses on effect. In semantic translation emphasis is
placed on rendering the author’s intention of the source text whereas in communicative emphasis
is on the readership. In which the target language readership should receive an equivalent effect as
that of the source language readership. Yet, Newmark (1988) stresses that semantic and
communicative translation should be used in parallel, with varying focus, in relation to the type of
text. Newmark’s contribution in translation studies provided a wealth of practical examples that
constitute a good guide for both trainees and established translators.

Baker (1992) adopted neutral approach she considers that equivalence is a relative notion
because it is influenced by a variety of linguistic and cultural factors. She structured equivalence
at the level of word, phrase, grammar, text and pragmatics. She adopted a bottom-up approach
which starts from considering the word level to the pragmatic level. Baker’s contribution to
translation studies is well known for providing a systematic approach for training translators by
following specific strategies that can be applied in dealing with several translation problems that
translators’ encounter theoretically and practically. Her contribution is similar to Newmark’s
(1988) contribution in providing practical approaches for translators, yet with focus on the
theoretical counterpart.

Pym (2010), Vinay and Darbelnet (1995) as well as Jakobson (1959) all state that there is no
perfect equivalence between languages. For Pym (2010) equivalence is always assumed. He
divides equivalence into natural and directional equivalence. Natural equivalence exists between
languages prior to the translation process. Directional equivalence offers the freedom to choose
between several translation strategies, however, it is reduced into two types either adhering to
source language norms or to target language norms. The argumentative assumption about
directional equivalence was criticized since it involves some kind of irregularity. As when
translating to produce an equivalent in a certain way does not imply that a similar equivalent will
be produced when translating another way.

Conclusion:

To conclude, each translation scholar has his own view in considering and dealing with
equivalence in translation. This in turn, shows that there is no perfect theory regarding translation
equivalence. Yet, some scholars’ theories are to some extent similar while others are carry different
views and differ in their areas of interest to such theories. Translators should have a comprehensive
view and knowledge of such key theories as it represents theoretical and practical clues to most
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translation difficulties and it open insights to new ideas and expands their knowledge in the field.
In addition, such equivalence theories cover how they developed through the years from one
scholar to another.
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Abstract

Writers of narrative fiction employ certain techniques in the structure of their literary
works that reinforce the theme of the story. These techniques and narrative tools can be
used in the various stages of the building block of the narration and enable the writers to
manipulate such techniques in favor of producing certain images and ideas. Narrative
voice, focalization, and interconnectedness of spatial and temporal presentations are
among the most important tools available in the narrative structure of novels. Razan Naiem
Almoghrabi in Women of Wind (2010) utilizes these techniques and tools available in
narrative structure to depict the experiences of migrants from different nationalities who
set out their migration from the shores of Libyan cities with the facilitation of human
smugglers. The focus of this paper is on the effect of the narrative structure in portraying
the mental and physical conditions of migrants. The major research question is how the
narrative structure and techniques implemented in Women of Wind capture specific
repercussion of migration movements. To depict a vivid portrayal of the suffering of
migrants and the risks they encounter during their migration journey, Almoghrabi employs
different narrators that allow the perception from different angles. The deployment of
internal focalization through the eyes of one of characters, augmented the narration of
subjective human experience. The intermingling of different voices and the nonlinear
narration that shifts from one tempo-spatial presentation to another recreates in words the
turbulent worlds of the characters in this novel.

Keywords: migration, migrants, smugglers, narrative structure, narrative Vvoice,
focalization snace time
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Introduction:

Movements of humans, either individuals or groups, is a socio-political phenomenon that has
been a recurrent topic and theme in the literature of many nations. Poets, novelists, and dramatists
from different historical periods and regions depict the experiences of humans migrating either
voluntarily or forcefully. Throughout the centuries, the world has witnessed people’s forced
migration from their countries or places of residence. On the other hand, the twentieth and early
twentieth-first centuries have witnessed mass voluntary migrations which involve groups of people
who seek to move to countries in Europe, looking for safer places to live or better economic
opportunities because they suffer from wars, political conflicts, or economic depressions in their
homeland. The movement of these people toward Europe often takes an irregular and unofficial
route that passes through some countries among which Libya becomes a major staging base for
sailing to the North.

Razan Naiem Almoghrabi’s is a Libyan writer. Her novel, Women of Wind (2010), which deals
with the migration issue, was longlisted for the Arabic Booker Prize (International Prize for Arabic
Fiction) in 2011. In 2015, Almoghrabi was recognized with an Oxfam Novib/PEN Award. Women
of Wind has been translated from Arabic to Dutch and Italian languages. However, there is no
English translation for the novel up to the time of writing this paper. Hence, the translation of some
excerpts from the novel in this paper is done by the researcher. Almoghrabi in this novel depicts
the experience of people who attempt to venture migration from the shores of Libya heading North
towards the Italian coast, taking a risky sea-journey that is facilitated by human smugglers. The
focus of this paper is on the effect of the narrative structure of Almoghrabi’s novel in portraying
the mental and physical conditions of migrants. The major research question is how the narrative
structure and techniques implemented in Women of Wind capture specific repercussion of
migration movements. This includes analysis of the dynamics of narrative techniques and tools
such as the narrative voice, focalization, and the interconnectedness of space and time, which are
utilized by the author to illustrate the suffering of migrants and the inhumane exploitation of their
attempts in pursuing their dreams of a safer and better living conditions.

Literature Review

Mass movements of people toward the North have become a major global migration crisis that
occupies a great deal of attention in the literature. Writers depict in their literary works human
movements, either forceful or voluntary. Robert Hayden in “Middle Passage” (1943), for example,
gives a vivid account of the mass expulsions of Africans from their homelands by slave traders
who shipped them as slaves to America. Other writers explore the topic of migration to the North
in the twentieth and twentieth-first centuries. Tayeb Saleh’s Season of Migration to the North
([1966] 2012), for instance, explores migration from different angles which includes identity
confusion and searching for a new homeland. Khaled Mattawa in Fugitive Atlas (2020) depicts in
his poems the tragedies of these migrants, or refugees, from different prisms and situations. The
concern of these writers, such as Mattawa, has risen over the violations and exploitation of these
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migrants and their unfulfilled dreams. They also include in their works shocking images and stories
of traffickers and beneficiaries who are indifferent to migrants' human suffering and subject them
to heinous abuses, psychologically and financially by tricking them and giving them false promises
in the most horrendous way.

As a result of limited official or legal channels and mechanisms for receiving such a large
number of migrants in these European countries, the smuggling business of human trafficking has
flourished (Zhang, Sanchez, and Achilli, 2018). By forming gangs all through the migrants’ routes,
smugglers keep strict control over this profitable business out of the misery of migrants who are
anxious to arrive in Europe. Migrants are abused, inhumanly treated, and exploited in the various
stages of their trip (Sanchez, 2020). Smuggling of migrants is a recent notion that is defined as
“the procurement of the irregular, unofficial or undeclared entry of a person into a country different
from his or her own for a material benefit” (UNODC, 2000). People who are involved in
facilitating human smuggling are described by the European Union as “unscrupulous smugglers
who seek to benefit from the desperation of the vulnerable” (European Commission, 2016). The
business of human smuggling in Libya, as Gabriella Sanchez (2020) concluded from various
sources, show that “this violence is often procured by militias and tribes who prey on migrants’
desperation” (p.231).

The artistic representation of these devastating experiences of migration is facilitated by the
techniques and tools available in narrative structure which has a profound impact on how the story
is perceived by the reader. Narrative voice, focalization, and interconnectedness of spatial and
temporal stretches of discourse facilitate authors’ depiction of the misery of these migrants. These
narratological discourse categories of time, space, narration, and voice allow the story to be
arranged and rearranged in different orders and ways to provide different presentations. The
choices available in each of them can be employed to affect the presentation of fictional narratives.
Gérard Genette (1980) uses the term narrative situation to refer to more complex patterns of
narrative features. The narrator is the most crucial element in any analysis of fictional narratives.
The narrator’s identity, the extent and method of presenting this identity in the text, as well as the
selections inferred give the text a particular form and distinguished shape (Bal, 1997). In the
influential typology of narrators presented by Genette (1980), certain categories are labeled based
on the level of narration, in addition to the extent and degree of narrator’s participation in the story.
The first category distinguishes narrator’s relation to the world of fiction, or diegeses. A
heterodiegetic narrator is one that is positioned outside the action of the narrative, while a
homodeigetic narrator is one that takes part in the action of the narrative.

The concept of focalization is introduced first by Genette (1980) and is further extended and
elaborated by Mieke Bal (1997) and Rimmon-Kenan (2002). Focalization is based on the
assumption that although the narrator’s voice tells the story, there is another narrative agent who
sees and represents the events through his/her perspectives. In this regard, the notion of
focalization distinguishes between two different questions, “who speaks” and “who sees.” Bal
(1997) recognizes two types of focalization, external focalization and internal focalization. In

(2022 Jaws) 54 sl



ISSN deaig il diusll : 2523 — 1871 @3liois dnola mals¥l Gl lag

internal focalization the character is the one who sees, while in external focalization it is the third-
person narrator who sees.

As pointed out by Bal (1997) “the focalizer, which is the subject of focalization, presents the
elements from his/her angle” (p.146). In this way the conventional method of seeing and telling of
events in a story is disrupted, creating innovative techniques for seeing, and developing multiple
voices for the characters with different means of knowledge or lack of knowledge. Different
approaches to focalization (Genette, 1980) provide novelists with significant tools for "viewing
characters and events through singular, serial, parallel, and embedded focalizations" (Kern, 2011,
p. 148). Novelists experiment with voicing as well. Instead of all knowing third-person narrator,
they transform to first-person narrators as a character, or many characters narrate simultaneously,
creating in the process multiple viewpoints, which stresses the subjective nature of experience.

Rimmon-Kenan (2002), in addition, points out that focalization is presented in the narrative text
through three facets: perceptual, psychological, and ideological facets. In the perceptual facet,
which is governed by the notions of interconnectedness of space and time, the focalizer orients the
narrative towards his/her sense of perception, of what he/she smells, tastes, hears, sees, or/and
touches. From a spatial dimension, there could be either “a bird’s-eye view or a limited observer.”
The first is attached to a narrator-focalizer who can have “a panoramic view or a ‘simultaneous’
focalization,” but never to a character-focalizer, whose focalization is always limited. In the
psychological facet, the focalizer’s state of mind and emotion influence his/her perception of the
world as represented in the narrative. The focalizer in the ideological facet represents the world in
the narrative from his/her own ideologies, a particular worldview or value system (Rimmon-
Kenan, 2002). If a character is focalizing his/her own past, the focalization is retrospective.

The new perceptions of space recognized at the beginning of the twentieth century by Emile
Durkheim in 1903 and José Ortega y Gasset in1910 influence novelists’ presentation of space.
Durkheim in his investigation of "spaces in different societies," recognizes that they differ based
on their prescribed "social structure” and, accordingly, he asserts that these social spaces "are not
singular or inert" (Kern, 2011, p. 68). Gasset developed the theory of perspectivism, grounded on
the notion that there are unrestricted number of spaces as long as there are different worldviews
(Sheppard, 2002). These new conceptions of space encourage novelists to experiment with
textured spaces and develop separate ways of exploring inner space of the mind (Kern, 2011). On
the other hand, space, according to Bal (1997), is not just a frame in which events unfolds, but it
also can be “thematized,” (p. 137) evolving into an object of discourse-presentation. Thus, it can
be an “acting place” that influences the discourse presentation of the narrative. In fictional
narratives about mobility and displacement, mobility in space becomes an acting place and the
discourse space is functioning dynamically (Bal, 1997).

Free indirect discourse is another technique that novelists utilize in their fictional narratives to
represent inner experience. This technique depends on fusing the narrator's voice with that of a
character, and it ranges from free indirect speech to free indirect thought (Geoffrey Leech and
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Mick Short 2007). This is devised when depicting the flow of thought of characters, which usually
involves memories, emotions, judgements, and many more. Full utilization of free indirect
discourse reflects a significant historical shift of the narrative element of spatiality from the
exterior fictional world into the inner space of the mind of characters. Kern (2011) thinks that this
"relocation to inner consciousness™ is "a way of accessing that world most directly and presenting
it most vividly" (p. 81). Indeed, novelists dramatize and recreate events more vibrantly through
probing into the consciousness of characters and depicting the way characters experience the world
within their mental space.

Time is one of the formal elements of narratives that undergone a significant experimentation
by novelists through subverting its major features in the process of telling. Text time is traditionally
organized according to chronological order and occasionally this order is disrupted, according to
Genette (1980), by flashback, referring to when going back in a story, or by flashforward, to take
something from advance. The achronological orderings of fiction writing through flashbacks and
flashforward as well as repetition facilitate capturing the instability of the temporal range in the
mind. Novelists subvert the traditional convection of the beginning and the end with novels that
begin in the middle of things. According to Melba Cuddy-Keane (2008), novelists even adopt
"anti-beginnings” (p. 109) that deny or prevent any beginning. For example, some novels begin in
the middle of a conversation, or with an interchapter that is not related to the narrative. The writing
style of incorporating inter-chapters is a narrative tool that is implemented by some writers for
different purposes. Some writers introduce inter-chapters to reflect on the events of the story
without the influence of subjective narration. One famous usage of inter-chapters is in John
Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath (1992 [1939]), where the interchapters upgrade the suffering of
the displaced people from the personal experience of the characters into a communal issue.
Nevertheless, not just the beginning that undergone modification in novels, the ending also has its
share of subversion. The world and life are regarded as having no eventual ending and thus this is
reflected in the open-ended feature of life in the endings of the novels.

Narrative Structure of Women of Wind

Razan Naiem Almoghrabi writes two literary works, a novel and a short story about smuggling
migrants from Libyan coasts. In both works, she depicts experiences of people who deal with the
crisis of migration from different perspectives. In her novel, Women of Wind (2010), she presents
stories of migrations from migrants’ perspectives. While in the short story “Souls for Sail” (2007),
Almoghrabi presents the story from the smuggler’s point of view. This paper examines the
narrative structure of Women of Wind (WoW), which sheds light on the tragedies and suffering of
these migrants from the moment they take the decision to migrate, looking for a trustworthy human
smuggler, to the time when they are boarding the smuggling ship, and through the final stages of
their destiny. She creates full-fleshed fictional characters that are endowed with typical human
traits of pursuing what they hope for while struggling with their fears and doubts. These characters
express deep psychological dilemmas that haunt them and upset their piece of mind. As part of
human nature, such a decision to migrate usually evolves and is pursued through many stages of
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development either internally, inside the migrant’s mind him/herself, or externally, related to
different variables that direct the migrant to take a certain action. The same course of action that
is derived from internal and external reasons may motivate the human smugglers and dictate their
actions.

Women of Wind is about Bahija’s migration venture, a story that drew from human endeavor.
Bahija is a Moroccan woman, who is working as a servant in some Libyans’ homes in the city of
Tripoli. One of the women whom she works for is a writer and when she hears about Bahija’s plan
to migrate to Europe, she gives her a tape recorder to record all the details of this risky journey
that Bahija is about to take. When Bahija met the writer’s husband in France, she sent back with
him the recorded tape. The details of Bahija’s preparation for her migration and the miserable
conditions in the smuggling boat are intermingled with stories about other women whom she works
for and who live in the same apartment building where the writer lives. Bahija’s story is also
interspersed by the account of Om Farah’s failed migration attempt. The events in the novel are
set in two geographical spaces, one in the city of Tripoli and the other is on a migration boat which
is sailing from the Libyan coast of the city of Zuwarah to the shores of the Italian island,
Lampedusa. The chapters and the discourse of the novel do not follow the order of events of the
story and are interrupted by inter-chapters that focus on spatial dimensions of the landmarks in the
city of Tripoli. Through flashbacks, memories, and reminiscences the mosaic of the Bahija’s and
other people’s lives is constructed, fragmentally.

Non-linear, Multiple Narration

The narration in Women of Wind is achronic, a sequence of temporally unordered events
(Genette 1980), proceeding through time in a nonlinear fashion. Moving forward and backward
from one chapter to another, the narration starts in the first chapter with the last episode of the
story. It is considered a prologue in which the concluding chapters of Bahija’s migration trip
unfolded in France where Bahija is working as a cleaning lady in one of the hotels there. When
she met the writer’s husband by chance, she sent with him the metal recorder that the writer gave
her to record all the details of her migration trip. The writer who narrates some of the chapters
starts writing Bahija’s story mingled with other stories of other women in the neighborhood where
she lives and where Bahija works.

In order to create a panoramic worldview covering vividly the migrants’ circumstances and
their plan of action from various angles and situations, Almoghrabi employs a narrative situation
that mixes two types of narration that are coined by Genette (1980) heterodiegetic, relating to a
third-person narrator, and homodiegetic, which refers to a first-person narrator. The thirty-two
chapters in Women of Wind are narrated sometimes by a heterodiegetic narrator who, most of the
time, utilizes a character’s internal focalization or reflection to depict this character’s mental
processes and her/his surrounding world as perceived by her/him. The narrations of other chapters
shift from time to time into the homodiegetic narration, where one of the characters in the story
who speaks with an experiencing “I” tells her/his part of the story from his/her point of view. Most
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homodiegetic narrated chapters in this novel present the voice of the main character who is writing
Bahija’s story and is called “The Writer” without assigning a proper name for her.

This inter-shifting of narrative situations that occurs all along the novel facilitates the ability
to envision the events as perceived by different characters, which enhances the coherence of the
events and the effect they impose on the course of actions taken all through the story. For example,
an exchange between Bahija and Om Farah is carried out in The Writer’s flat, where Bahija is
eager to hear about Om Farah’s failed attempt at migrating and the fraud she and her family were
trapped in by a gang of women. They were trying to talk without getting the attention of The
Writer: “She remembered how she met Om Farah, when she was in The Writer's apartment dyeing
her hair, Bahija took advantage of the homeowner entering the bathroom and asked her about her
unaccomplished migration that she avoid talking about to others” (WoW, p. 18). In a later chapter
narrated this time by The Writer who recalled this incident: “I noticed that she was talking to
Bahija; in a whispered voice, | didn't care much about them, and I got busy calling my husband
who was out of the country” (WoW, p. 22). Here the same episode, at the same time and place, has
been narrated twice by different characters, each presenting it from her angle of perception
carrying with it her loaded feeling of interest or lack of interest.

Re-narrating certain episodes from different narrators is sometimes used as a foreshadowing
of these events by giving ambiguous accounts and then it is clarified or expanded by another
narrator from her/his perspective. This occurs, for example in the incident of Bahija hearing strange
voices from inside the bedroom, when she tiptoes, trying to eavesdrop, she was surprised by a
quiet wailing sound (WoW, p.174). In a later chapter that is narrated by Yousra, she described in
detail what happened to her and Somma in that bedroom and they end up crying in a soft voice,
which Bahija mentioned earlier. So many of these techniques are used in Women of Wind,
providing an incomplete account of an incident or an action by one narrator and then another
narrator gives more detail or/and explanations.

Alternating the narrative situation in this manner from heterodiegetic to homodiegetic also
promotes access to a multiplicity of voices, which generate different prisms through which the
characters and the events are viewed and considered. This is emphasized by presenting more than
one character-narrator, some have a major role in the shaping of the story events, such as The
Writer, and others have minor or secondary roles, such as Yousra, but also add to the overall
coherence of the story. The technique of multiple perspective narration is expressed through
fragmented shifts of time and space within which rise multiplicity of voices. This type of mix of
heterodiegetic narration with more than one homodiegetic narrator sometimes causes confusion
and clashes of voices, creating in the process what Bakhtin (1981) calls polyphonic discourses.

Focalization

Although the main chapters in Women of Wind are heterodiegetic - told by a third-person
narrator, they are mostly filtered through the eyes of Bahija, the major character in the novel. Thus,
Almograbi utilizes the technique of focalization to depict the scenes from the perspective of a
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person inside the story. The heterodiegetic narrator signal that the focalizer is Bahija: “Bahija, the
Moroccan, was contemplating softly in silence at some of those who are waiting and dreaming of
a new world” (WoW, p. 12). Bahija, therefore, is an internal focalizer, because the actions in the
story are presented through her eyes (Jahn 2021). The heterodiegetic narrator in this novel has a
limited perception which is through Bahija’s focalization. That is why the rooftop of the boat is
not accessible to the reader because the narration is limited by the focalizer’s spatial position:
“Throughout the journey, she did not know that there were disputes on the deck, the sound of the
powerful engine prevented the transmission of many things” (WoW, p.188). The focalization in
the heterodiegetic narration facilitates the depiction of the magnitude and the confusion of facing
these circumstances through the eyes of Bahija and the other characters on whom she centered her
perception and who present other dimensions of perception.

This narratological tool of focalization allows the reader to perceive spatial dimensions
through the lens of the migrants. The facets of perception as highlighted by Bal (1997), can be
through the different senses; sight, hearing, smelling, and touching. This variability of perception
creates vivid scenes of what is happening to these miserable migrants. As a focalizer, Bahija
perceives these scenes through her vital senses: “when | heard the call for Maghrib prayer, the
rectangular room in which they were cramped became crowded, and the smells of their bodies
began to rise, mixed with their heavy breaths” (WoW, p.12). Here Bahija uses her senses of hearing
the pray call, seeing the people cramped in the room, smelling the odor of their bodies, and hearing
their breathing. A mixture of perceptual mechanism is utilized to augment the poetic and lyrical
description of humans in the surrounding space experiencing these disturbing circumstances. The
senses of seeing and hearing are more distinguished in Bahija’s narration, describing the terrors
faced by her and the other migrants when the waves rose, and the boat shook violently:

A new tremor and a tilt to the right was stronger than before, some slipped in
the opposite direction, the pent-up screams of the frightened - freed from their
shyness - became intensified, the voices trying to calm them were lost amid the
crowds of things, the noise and the darkness. (WoW, p.92)

The sense of touching is also utilized but less than the other facets of perception. There are
times when things are, in addition to being seen, they are also felt by touching some bodies. For
instance, Khadija noticed “[t]he urine of frightened children and adults began seeping towards the
feet of those sitting on the ground” (WoW, p. 92) because of the terror facing the migrants. When
the narration is presented through an internal focalizer, the perception will be limited to what can
be seen from the focalizer’s spatial position. Bahija uses different facets of perception when she
describes the actions occurring in the space visible to her, which is the lower inside section of the
boat. Nevertheless, she uses mainly her sense of hearing when she describes what is happening at
the roof of the boat. In her description of the reaction of the people on the rooftop, she focuses on
the sound she hears and says that “the sounds of their feet were terrifying” (WoW, p. 92).

Multiple Voices
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Almoghrabi’s utilization of the system of speech presentation allows the presentation of
multiple voices in the narration of Women of Wind. This is built on the retrieving of selected
segments of the character-narrator’s memory and the reported memory of the focalizer in the
heterodiegetic narration. The largest part of the narrated memories of Bahija is in indirect reported
speech (IRS) mingled with direct reported speech (DRS) in a new line, signaled by an initial bullet
mark. Within this combination of Bahija’s indirect and direct reported speech, emerge the direct
voices of other characters who exist at the time and place of her now-experience, or who are figures
in her conjured-up memory. This is blended with dialogic exchanges between these voices in the
form of direct speech, mixing these competing voices and, in the process, producing a mosaic of
migrants from different countries and backgrounds. Bahija hears these voices and other sounds
and articulates about this state of multiplicity of voices: “the voices and cries of children who had
grown weary of waiting rose, strange voices and accents intermingled in the oblong room” (WoW,
p. 15). In some other times the heterodiegetic narrator tends to give a summary of Bahija’s speech
and actions.

Almoghrabi, in Women of Wind, utilizes the hyponarrative technique of presenting different
experiences from multiple perspectives and worldviews. The heterodiegetic narrator presents most
of the story through Bahija, who, in her narration of the events, gives space to Om Farah’s story,
creating thus a framed story within the main story. As introduced to the reader earlier in the novel,
Bahija, after all the tension and harsh conditions of traveling on a boat to Europe, has finally
reached her wished destiny, France. However, Om Farah’s experience with an earlier attempt of
migration was a failure. She and her family were victims of a fraud that ripped them off their
hopes, money, and dignity. A gang of women tricked them, and many other Iragis living in Libya,
and pretended that they were taking them to Europe in special boats. Om Farah says: “We were
driven like cattle to their pens or to their death, we don't know” (WoW, p. 30). After receiving the
amount of money for the trip, the smugglers crammed them with some Africans in a zodiac boat
that after a short time of sailing landed on another Libyan shore. To add to their shock, they were
surrounded by Libyan coast guards who immediately arrested them. Om Farah describes to Bahija
the inhuman treatment and the false promises that her family and the other people faced during
this unaccomplished attempt of migration. She warned Bahija against such an endeavour of
migrating. Through this technique of hyponarrative, Almoghrabi presents different experiences of
migrations and raises the issue of deceit and exploitation of migrants by human smugglers.

The authorial narrator in Women of Wind in some instances reveals him/herself by addressing
the readers and commenting on the actions of the characters. As noted by Jahn (2021), third-person
narrators may “liberally comment on action, characters, and storytelling itself” (p. 8). When Bahija
and the other migrants finally reached the north shores, they went through questioning procedures
by the Italian security guards. In response to their questions, Bahija neglected the Iraqgis advice to
say she is an lIragi because they would immediately grant her humanitarian asylum, and instead,
she followed the other migrants who preferred silence rather than revealing their nationality. The
narrator comments on this decision by a disclosure of him/herself to the reader overtly: “I ask
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myself aloud: why are they silent? Why are they ashamed to belong to their homelands” (WoW, p.
191)? This is followed by the narrator’s other questions about these migrants: “If they are able to
repeat migration after its failure, despite death, why not repeat a new experience on their homeland
if it fails them once” (WoW, p. 191)? The narrator continues asking about the merits of migration
and why these migrants not give their homeland another chance as they do with many attempts for
migration: “Is it easier to escape the confrontation, or to face death is more merciful, and to
confront the European arrogance is less harsh” (WoW, p. 191)¢ Addressing these comments and
questions openly blends the identity of the real author and the narrator. The voice of the author
here may be heard through such comments. Ironically, Almoghrabi, years after writing this novel,
has taken a similar decision of migrating to a European country. The living conditions faced by
the migrants in this novel have been harsher and life-threatening for our author in 2015.

Unstable worlds

When these migrants are planning and taking this trip across the waters to Europe, they
experience a state of living in-betweenness. They are leaving behind them what they considered
one day home and are now heading for a new place where they want to establish a new residence
and, probably, a different identity. The heterodiegetic narrator describes the tired faces of these
migrants on the ship, each with a unique feature and special colour, and how “each face has a soul
that carries a homeland that it had before now” (WoW, p.96). They found themselves coming to
“this isthmus of Libya,” where they are located “between life and death, intending to move to
another unknown world representing a paradise for them.” Each one shares with the other migrants
“the journey of moving between this isthmus and the promised paradise” (WoW, p.96). the same
scene described by the heterodiegetic narrator is also perceived from Bahija’s angle. While she is
in the boat, she looked at the people around her, not believing that she is now sharing this
experience with them, “dumping the past here and hoping for the beginning of a new chapter of
their life” (WoW, p. 139). She wonders if they also share the same experience of miserable life in
their past, or maybe she is alone, “emotionally drained and exhausted from a life that bore only
one name for her a ‘servant’? She clings to hope, trying to find a little corner in this world where
she becomes a lady” (WoW, p. 139). Bahija and other migrants are not only going through a state
of in-betweenness but also this conditional, or liminal existence confuses their long-lived identity.
For some of these migrants, such as Bahija, however, their migration to the North is urged by a
look for a new different identity that suits their expectations of a better standard of life. Bahija,
while observing the other migrants on the boat she remarks that those people are “waiting and
dreaming of a new world, another homeland that they would cling to its mud and its shores” (WoW
, p- 12)..

In a close reading of the chapters, a kind of tension is created. This tension is manifested in
ironical and paradoxical images and ideas. Om Farah reveals the deception of the smugglers who
promised things and ironically the opposite happens. She says, “I remembered the chief saying,
“You won’t get your clothes wet!” and so we found ourselves walking into the water to get on the
rubber boat” (WoW, p.31). Bahija also is ironic about how smuggling business has taken the place
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of normal fishing business: “l was enjoying the contemplation of the port of Tripoli that morning,
crowded with fishing boats that started to turn into boats gathering wealth from human trafficking
instead of from fishing!” (WoW, p.90). The contradiction articulated by Bahija and Om Farah are
narrative tools that show the paradoxes of what is expected versus the reality. The voice of an
Algerian migrants in the boat articulated a paradoxical situation of migrations throughout the
centuries when merchants from the North used to come to the South to drag men forcefully into
their boats: “they were paying money for those trips ... Now look, we gladly pay them and sell
them our souls, but we wish our lives would not end on their shores with lifeless corpses in spirit”
(WoW, p. 153). The ironic situation is that these migrants in this century are, voluntarily, paying
these human traffickers to take them to the North, while in the past centuries the human traffickers
paid money to force human migration for a trade business.

The unordered sequence of events in the discourse of the novel highlights the disturbed world
that these migrants are caught in. The non-linear chapters which are presented achronologically,
moving from one time and space backwards and forwards, augment the turbulence of the migrants’
life. This shifts between different times and spaces are not only among chapters but also within
chapters through devising the mental processes of characters, thought, memories, and associations.
The fifth chapter titled “The First Lesson of Migration,” for example, starts with Bahija in the boat
looking at the other migrants around her and wonders if they have had a previous failed attempt of
migration. This conjures up a memory of Om Farah’s story, taking her mentally into different time
and place where she was meeting Om Farah who tells her part of the story of her experience with
some smugglers. Even the flow of Om Farah’s story in her recollected memory is not linear as it
is interrupted by the narrator’s comments giving details about the beach where they are meeting.
Bahija continues bringing up details about other topics by association that moves her focus to the
story of her adopted child, Sara, and then to her relationship with her previous employer in a
different time and place. The chapter continues in this manner mixing Bahija’s mental thoughts
and recollected memory with the actions and details about her surrounding environment. Such
instability of narration that jumble stretches of spatial and temporal presentation enhance the
depiction of the unsettled circumstance that these migrants are going through.

The non-linear presentation of the chapters is escalated by introducing inter-chapters that are
not directly dealing with the flow of the story in the novel. These are five expository inter-chapters
distributed among other chapters. They deal with illustrative accounts about certain historical
buildings and location in the city of Tripoli. What adds to the instable presentations is that the
beginning of the novel starts with one of these inter-chapters. This is what Melba Cuddy-Keane
(2008) considers an example of "anti-beginnings" (p.109) when the narrative fiction starts with an
inter-chapter that is unlinked to the story or stories in the novel. To begin the narration with an
inter-chapter in Women of Wind signifies the unsettled world of the characters in the novel and
implies the confused boundary of opening and of closing their life narratives. This disturbance of
order is augmented by the following chapter which opens with the last episode of the story of
Bahija.
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The choice of such writing style that incorporate inter-chapters in Women of Wind promotes
the element of space as a theme that will be developed in the following Chapters. Derived from
Bal’s notion of “thematized space,” space in this novel is not just a setting in which the events
unfold but it is the acting force behind the story. Specific characterization of humans, a type of
personification has been denoted to it: “Every evening, Tripoli merely locks the doors of secrets
and leans on the pillow of its beach sand, drowns in sleep, while humans wake up to mislead their
sea after drinking its pure water” (WoW, p. 42). Tripoli here with all its buildings and landmarks
presents a place of settlements and of departure. The interchapters about the city of Tripoli hint to
the multitude of events and secrets that are harbored inside and around the city’s buildings and
streets. The last inter-chapter that has the title “Demolition Scheme for Development™ appears just
before the last chapter of the novel and signals the end of old life and a beginning of a new one. In
the last chapter the Blond called Bahija while she was still in Zuwarah and told her that she had
broken off her relationship with Yousra, one of the toxic relationships among the women in the
apartment building has come to an end. Not just this relationship but the whole building comes
within the new plan for the development of the city of Tripoli and is going to be knocked down as
well as all the networks of noxious relationships that once existed under the roofs of the apartments
in this building. Not just the women of the building who are leaving behind their old life, Bahija
also arrives at the Italian coast and is able with four others to escape from the Italian coast-guard
camp heading for the unknown and leaving behind her a life that once was hers.

Conclusion:

Women of Wind offers microscopic lens of migrant’s stories presented through the character
of Bahija, Om Farah, and other people attempting migration from the shores of Libya. The
individual stories of these characters are representative of the stories of many other migrants that
experience the same socio-economic circumstances that lead them to pursue such journey of
migration that are fraught with danger. These characters may be considered allegorical, through
which their narratives are elevated to the macro-world of the communities of migrants. The
narrative technique applied in the novel preserves a communal memory of events through narrating
individual stories that apply to others who share the same circumstances. The stories of Bahija,
Om Farah and other migrants deal with people who find themselves stretched between two worlds,
an old one that they identify with but eager to leave behind, and a new one that they struggle to
reach and be part of it. Social, economic, and even wars and political radical circumstances place
these people in a state of in-between-ness, struggling to move to another place that they hope it
will provide them with better life either through respected social status or higher financial income.

In this narrative text, the author grabs the sense of this turbulent world that these migrants
experience through the freedom of abrupt movements between stretches of time and space. The
randomness of temporal and spatial stretches of discourse creates new insights and meaning in a
disorderly world. The juxtaposition of narratorial and internal focalization enable the reader to
momentarily have access into Bahija’s head to witness her thoughts, recollected memories, and
perceptions more directly. These spontaneous recollections of scattered stories are interconnected
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by a narrative thread and recurring images that captures the tortured psychodynamics of these

migrants. This representation of migrant’s worlds is vividly depicted through perceptual facets,

using multiple senses that produce deeper dimensions of the event of the story. The narrative
structure of Women of Wind altogether facilitates how experience is depicted and enhances the
representation of human’s struggle in time of distress.
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The Impact of Using First Language (Arabic) in ESL Learning
classroom in Libyan High Schools
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Language faculty — Benghazi
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Abstract

For many vyears, scholar always debated whether the use of L1 (First
Language) and (MT) mother tongue contributes to the learning and teaching
of the L2 (Second Language). A large number of studies were conducted
regarding this area. Up until now, researchers could not some to a clear
conclusion whether to ban L1 or include it in the field of teaching L2. The
paper shed light on proponent’s, opponent’s and neutral’s view point
regarding this topic. It also included a number of studies that was conducted
on area related to the use of L1 in second language classrooms. This paper
investigated whether the use of students’ L1 in the classroom by the teacher
hinders the teaching of a (TL) target language. It aimed at exploring areas
where Arabic should be used in class and it also look at students’ preferences
of using L1 as well as their expectancy of their teacher’s use of LI in
teaching. Data were collected by using a questionnaire and was distributed
among thirty high school English teachers. The statistical analysis of the data
indicated that ESL teachers and students had high positive perceptions
toward the inclusion of L1 in their L2 classes. The findings revealed that the
use of L1 served to some extent in teaching pedagogical functions in the
classroom such as: explaining grammar and vocabulary.

Key Words: ESL (English as a Second Language), L1 (First Language), L2
(Second Language), MT (Mother Tongue), TL (Target Language).
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Introduction

The use of students’ first language (L1) has been an issue of debate for many
years. The Grammar-Translation method was dominant in second language teaching
and learning from the 1840s to the 1940s whose goal was for students to translate from
and into their own native language (Richards and Rodgers, 2014). Therefore; the use of
students’ mother tongue (MT) was a medium of instruction and communication during
that period (Kelly & Bruen, 2014). Community Language Learning (CLL) approach
also supported the use of L1 in L2 classrooms, particularly in early stages of language
learning (Richards and Rogers, 2014). Later on, the Direct Method emerged,;
consequently, the view of L1 use in second language classrooms changed. Direct
Method proponents shed light on the importance of intensively exposing students to the
target language. Therefore, the use of L1 was strongly prohibited for both, teachers and
students (Larsen-Freeman, 2012). The Audio-lingual Method was at the same position
of the Direct Method of rejecting the use of L1 in L2 classrooms and argued that L2
should be taught without any translation or any reference to L1.

Krashen & Terrell (1983) who developed the Natural Approach (NA), argued that
except the limited L1 use only in the very initial stages of L2 learning, the target
language should always be used in the classroom without any translation and use of
L1.

» Proponent’s Viewpoint in the Use of L1 in L2 Classrooms

A number of scholars such as: Lewis, Storch Wigglesworth supported the use of
MT in L2 classrooms and argued that there are beneficial outcomes of that use. Among
those scholars is Brookes-Lewis (2009) who stated that the inclusion of L1 in L2
classrooms cannot be avoided, and it probably has a positive contribution to the
learning of the target language. Similar to the pervious opinion, Storch and
Wigglesworth (2003) mentioned that:

“The use of L1 may provide learners with additional cognitive support that
allows them to analyze language and work at a higher level than would be

possible where they restricted to sole use of their L2.”p.761

Butzkamm (2003) argued that using MT is not only unavoidable but also essential.
Comprehension would not probably take place without it since associating new
meanings with L1 is needed. Ellis (2008) who supported the view that L1 has a
positive impact in learning an L2 claimed second language learners tend to use the
rules of their L1 as a transitional process in learning the rules of the target language. He
observed that students tend think in L1 first and then translate their ideas to the L2. In
agreement with the other scholars, Auerbach (1993) believed that L1 provides a sense
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of security to the learners and allows them to express themselves freely. The learner is
then willing to experiment and take risks with English.

» Opponent’s Viewpoint in the Use of L1 in L2 Classrooms

Although the use of L1 in ESL learning classroom has a large number of
advocates and scholars who support it, there is a group of pessimists who looked at the
use of L1 from a negative point of view. For Example; (Harmer, 2001; Swain et al.,
2011; Littlewood and Yu, 2011) argued that inclusion of L1 in ESL classrooms do not
considerably impact students’ learning of the target language. Adding to this, they
believed that allowing transfer of the bad language habits from L1 to L2 ; therefore, it
should not be allowed.

Many studies by (Swain and Lapkin, 2000; Turnbull and Arnett, 2002) found
evidence not only on the negative influence of L1 use, but they found that overuse of
L1 reduced the learners’ exposure to the target language input ; accordingly, they
insisted that in L2 classrooms only the target language should be practiced. Similarly,
Lightbown and Spada (1999) claimed that transferring from the L1 to the target
language is definitely the fundamental source of errors in the L2 learning. Krashen and
Terrel (1983) believed that a maximum exposure to the target language in L2
classroom is essential in order to ensure a comprehensible input for the learners.

» Neutral’s Viewpoint in the Use of L1 in L2 Classrooms

A large number of researchers argued that if L1 is wused appropriately and
necessarily in ESL classrooms, it is beneficial rather than an obstacle (Afzal, 2013;
Elridge, 1996; Spahiu, 2013; Voicu, 2012). These researchers preferred to suggest
certain features for when and what amount of first language should be used in L2
classrooms. Such features are sometimes based on the purpose of using L1, students’
language proficiency level, and duration of the foreign language classes of learners
(Afzal, 2013). In the last two decades, researchers have focused on determining how
and when to use L1 and agreeing on a policy regarding the extent to which students
and/or teachers will use L1 such that a balance can be achieved (Schweers, 1999).

Schweers, 1997 & Tang, 2002 claimed that it is very difficult to teach L2 with
minimal use of L1, especially if the learners are at the elementary or beginner level.
Prohibiting students to use their MT is inappropriate. Furthermore; when students are
forced to use L2 in the class, it may make them unable to communicate and lead to a
great discouragement, feeling confused and unsecured.

> Recent Research on the Use of L1 in L2 Classrooms

The following section includes a summary of a number of researches conducted on
the use of L1 in ESL learning classroom:
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In (2002) Tang conducted a study with 100 students and 20 teachers in China to
examine whether the use of Chinese would have an adverse effect on ESL learning. A
blend of interviews, classroom observations and a questionnaire were utilized. The
findings indicated that students and teachers generally were in favor of using Chinese.

Also in Qatar, a similar study was conducted by Adgel (2006) to explore the
teachers and student attitude towards the use of L1 in at university level and he also
found the positive view about use of Arabic whenever it is needed. Another study by
Nazary was carried out in (2008) in Iran at university level. The results showed that
85% students, studying various subjects, have positive attitude towards to use of L1 in
L2 classes.

Al-Nofaie in (2010) worked on investigating students’ and teachers’ perspectives
of using Arabic in a Saudi ESL girls’ intermediate school. The study was conducted
with 30 students and three teachers. The findings revealed that students and teachers
had positive attitudes towards using Arabic in ESL learning. The results were
confirmed by Alshammari in (2011) who held a study of 13 teachers and 95 students in
a technical college in Saudi Arabia. He distributed a questionnaire and found that
participants had positive attitudes towards the use of Arabic when teaching English.

A study conducted in Croatia by Kovacic and Kirinic (2011) which examined
students’ and teachers’ preferences towards the use of Croatian in English classrooms.
The two groups were found to have positive perceptions using Croatian in the class;
56% of students and 45% of teachers considered the use of L1 in t2he classroom is
beneficial and important.

In (2014) Kelly and Bruen conducted a study which aimed at investigating
teachers and students’ views of the use of L1 in the higher education levels. The results
revealed that teachers took a neutral position and accepted the use of L1 only in limited
situations, for example, when explaining high level concepts and when creating a
relaxed environment for students.

Research Questions

1. Are ESL teachers, who speak students’ native language, with or against
the use of students’ first language in ESL classrooms?

2. What areas of language teaching do ESL teachers believe L1 should be
used for?

Methodology

Instrument
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A questionnaire was administered, and divided into three sections a) Background
Section; and b) Attitudinal Section, and c¢) Necessity to use L1 in ESL classrooms
Section. The background section consisted of five items that addressed basic
information about the participants, such as their age and when they started teaching
English, and their MT Language. The second section consisted of a number of
statements that showed the participants’ attitude towards the use of Arabic in
classroom, and their attitude towards their students. The third section of the
questionnaire identified the most common areas of language teaching in which L1 is
believed to be necessary. See Appendix A.

Participants

Thirty Teachers of English language who are aged between 30 to 45 years. These
teachers were specialized in teaching English for first, second, and third grades of
secondary school for at least 4 years. They taught in Libyan public secondary schools
such as; Al Khansaa, Al Fwaihaat and the like.

Data Analysis

The questionnaire was conducted on L2 teachers of English in Libyan High
Schools. The participants will be asked to indicate the extent to which they agree or
disagree with the statements. The statements were scaled on 4-points from 1=strongly
disagree and 4=strongly agree. Data were calculated in terms of the percentage on
every statement and then ‘mean’ was calculated to measure the degree of overall
opinion about each statement. Consequently, the Statistical Package for Social Science
(SPSS) was used to find the frequencies, percentages and mean scores.

Results

Question 1: Are ESL teachers, who speak students’ native language, with or
against the use of students” first language in ESL classrooms?

The first section in the questionnaire is about the frequency of using English in the
class by the teacher and the statistical results (figure 1) showed that around 42.66% of
the teachers usually use L2 inside the classroom.
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Frequency

Usually Always

Rarely Often
How often do you use L1 in class

Figure 1: Frequency of using L1 in class.
Question 2: What areas of language teaching do ESL teachers believe L1 should

be used for?

From the statistical analysis we can infer that the majority of the teachers (66%) prefer using
English in communication, whether this communication is between the teacher and the student or

among the students themselves as shown in (figures 2 and 3).

20—

55 .57%

Frequency

20.00%
10.00%
|3 33%'
o T T T T
Strongly disagres disagree Agres Strongly agrees

Figure 2: communication with the teacher should only be in English
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Figure 3: communication with classmates should only be in English.

Also, the results showed the students’ preference of using MT by the teacher in
explaining the lesson, that is to say, most teachers agreed that students expect the
teacher to use Arabic in explaining the lesson once the teacher uses MT in class as

clarified in (figure 4).
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Figure 4: Student’s expectancy of using (MT) in class.
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Furthermore; 43% of the teachers believe that students tend to use Arabic in class
as a tool of translation. As shown in (figure 5) below, students acquire the language
more easily and quickly when they compare the two languages. Especially when
teachers explain grammar or vocabulary, they use Arabic for making comparisons and
clarifications.

12.5-

10.0-

7.5

Frequency

T T T T
Strongly disagree disagres Agree Strongly agree

[a)s)

Figure 5: Comparing (MT) to English helps in acquiring L2.

Discussion and Conclusion

This study aimed at investigating Libyan teacher’s perspective of using Arabic in
English classrooms. Its main target was to find which areas of language English should
be used for and whether the use of MT helps students in acquiring English.

From the above findings and discussion one can conclude that most Libyan high
school teachers believed that using English in the classroom is more beneficial and
effective in order to acquire L2. However; they tend to use Arabic in class regarding to
the lack of knowledge and competence of the students as the results showed that the
majority of teachers and students felt more comfortable using Arabic in teaching.
Adding to the above, that using Arabic in classroom may not hinder acquiring L2, on
the other hand; it may be an effective instrument for teaching a second language. That
is to say, L1 (Arabic) might be used as foundational platform for the building up of
English.

The significance of this study showed that L1 (Arabic) may facilitate acquiring the
target language. Even though some teachers believe that using Arabic in class reduces
the chance of learning the second language, surprisingly enough; the results of this
study revealed the opposite where teachers relied most of the time on L1 while
teaching.
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To sum it up, using Arabic in class appeared to have great potentials as a sufficient
methodological instrument in enhancing L2 learning. Furthermore, L2 teachers should
be encouraged to maintain a balanced pedagogical method between L1 and L2 in order
to achieve the maximum level of L2 learning.

According to the researcher’s point of view, in order to add more value to the study
a follow-up interview with the teachers would have increased the reliability of the
research. However, due to the fact that this study was conducted on a short period of
time, the participants could not be interviewed. Therefore, further studies can use a
questionnaire supported by follow-up interviews and/or classroom observations.
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Appendix A
The Questionnaire:
A) Background Section
1. Age:
2. Gender:
3. Years of experience:
4. Job title:
5. Mother tongue:
B) Attitudinal Section
1. How often do you use L1 in class?
A) Never.
B) Rarely.
C) Often.
D) Usually.
E) Always.
2. When communicating with the teacher, students should only use English.
A) Agree.
B) Strongly agree
C) Disagree.
D) Strongly disagree.
3. Students should only use English when communicating with their classmates.
A) Agree.
B) Strongly agree.
C) Disagree.
D) Strongly disagree.
4. Teachers should use English the entire time, regardless how much English students
choose to use.
A) Agree.
B) Strongly agree.
C) Disagree.
D) Strongly disagree.
5. The use of students’ mother tongue slows down the process of acquiring English
A) Agree.
B) Strongly agree.
C) Disagree.
D) Strongly disagree.
6. Once I use students’ mother tongue, my students always expect me to explain things in
their mother tongue.
A) Agree.
B) Strongly agree.
C) Disagree.
D) Strongly disagree.
7. Comparing students’ mother tongue and English helps students to acquire English.

A) Agree.

B) Strongly agree.

C) Disagree.

D) Strongly disagree.
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Students learn better using bilingual materials (materials with little use of mother
tongue, e.g., instruction in Arabic and exercises written in English)

A) Agree.

B) Strongly agree.

C) Disagree.

D) Strongly disagree.
Students learn better using bilingual dictionaries (Arabic-English instead of English-
English dictionary)

A) Agree.

B) Strongly agree.

C) Disagree.

D) Strongly disagree.

c) Necessity to use L1 Section
In your opinion, what is students’ mother tongue supposed to be used for? (You can
choose more than one)
A) Giving instructions
B) Giving feedback to students.
C) Checking comprehension.
D) Explaining new words
E) Explaining grammar
F) Discussing assignments, tests, and quizzes.
G) Helping students feel more comfortable and confident in the classroom
H) Explaining administrative information (syllabus, announcements, deadlines,
etc.)
) Others: ..............
How do you feel when you use students’ L1 in the classroom?
A) Guilty or embarrassed.
B) Comfortable.
C) Other: ........

Adopted from Al-Amir (2017)
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