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Summary

Muslims are in unanimous agreement that Allah speaks, and that it is impossible to
speak without the existence of speech. This is not subject to dispute. But the Mu'tazilah
interpreted the speech of Allah, unanimously agreed upon by Muslims, as voices and
letters created by Allah in others such as Al-Lawh Al-Mahfoodh (the Preserved Tablet),
Gabriel, etc. Therefore, they believed that the words of Allah had occurred lately rather
than being old and eternal. They did not prove anything else for Allah behind those
voices and letters under the nomenclature of speech. They even denied that Allah had
an old standing-alone quality of speech. And hence, they advocated the idea that Quran
had been created. Quran, according to the Mu'tazilah, is an act of Allah the Almighty
who created it when He wanted to speak and deal with His servants in matters of
commandment or prohibition, promise or threat. Therefore, the Mu'tazilah believed that
the acts of Allah should not be said to be old and eternal, nor all the graces of Allah to
His servants should be old and eternal as well. On that account, they professed that
Qur'an had been created because it was an act of Allah the Almighty which had occurred
in response to interests and needs. The Mu'tazilah do not say that Allah speaks by words
or voices. They rather say that Allah is capable to speak at any time, and they also say
that He has the will to do so at any time. They deny Him word and voice, so that they
may not have to prove that Allah has a physical body and speaks from somewhere.
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