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Then darted to the sun:

Slowly the sound came back again
Now mix’d now one by one. (Part V)

In Part VI the wind that comes finally to the Mariner is 3
gentle breeze, “Like a meadow-gale of spring.” It is _the time of
abiding grace. He achieves salvation through grace that he receiveg,
We need to remind our selves of the events of grace: the Ocean logkg
up to the moon for gracious care, in the same way the mariner |atey

looks to God for the confirmation of his sighting of his home.

The narrative ends in Part VII when the mariner asks the
hermit to shrieve him. He concludes his address to the wedding-guest
with a brief sermon about how the man who hopes to pray well myst

love all creation as closely as he can to the way in which God loves it-
He prayeth best, who loveth best
All things great and small;
For the dear God who loveth us,
He made and loveth all.

 The moral of the poem is succinctly expressed by the tone of
this stanza. The stanza shows the mariner’s full awareness of himself
and all creation in nature, and it is a glorificaiton of man, nature, and
God. If coleridge creates a vision in “The AM,” it is the Mariner’s

vision-a vision of unity in which man, nature, and God can share the

universal love.
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That makes the heavens be mute. (Part V).

Nature inspires the mariner with its sounds, and awakens his

aginaﬁon' Music crated by the wind has a profound association
im

ith inspiration Of imagination in coleridge’s poetry. One is reminded
|

W

fthe MuSiC, for example, of the Eolian Harp.”
0

And now, its strings

Boldlier sweph the long sequacious notes

Over delicious SUrges sink and rise,

Such a soft floating witchery of sound

As twilight Elfins make...

Where the breeze warbles, and the mute still air

[s music slambering on her instrument.

Beer says that the harmony between sight and sound is

«characteristic of the mariner’s vision,” (163) which is succinctly
expressed in “The Eolian Harp™:

. The one life within us and abroad, which meets all motion
and becomes its soul, A light in sound, a sound-like power in light,

thythm in all thought, and joyance everywhere....

According to beer, this unity of light and sound and the
concept of the sun as a source of both harmonies are to seen in “The

AM”:

Around, around, flew each sweet sound,

65

e ————————




The mariner’s redemption comes from his act of bleSSing-the
happy living things” around him. The act of blessing is imaginative
[13 ap

- its mode, and is a result of love and beauty in his heart,
in i ,

In Part V, we have the image of rain and wind, [y literatme
water as an image is traditionally associated with life. Ag the glogs
says, “by grace of the holy mother, the ancient mariner is refresheq
with rain.” He is relieved of suffering by refreshing rain ang becomes

“a blessed ghost.”

The use of wind in the poem is also significant for the

imagination. The mariner tells of his hearing “a roaring wind,” by

strangely enough it does not come and touch him. We can only hear

the sound even when there is “the coming wind.” In Part V the

mariner sees the beauty of the living things; now he hears the beauty
of nature. Moreover the sound of nature helps to celebrate the

mariner’s regenerated sensitivity to nature:
Sometimes a-dropping from the sky
I heard the sky-lark sing;
Sometimes all little birds that are,
How they seemed to fill the sea and air
With their sweet jargoning
And now twas like all instruments
Now like a lonely flute;

And now it is an angle’s song
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genera“)’ admitted, is a sin against nature, symbolically against God,
for nature is created in God’s image,

The isolation the Mariner feels is agony. In stanzas 15 and 16
part VII, the word agony is used again for the Mariner’s state of

isolation. As Warren and other critics interpret it, the poem dramatizes
fundamentally Christian salvation story of sin, punishment, and

redemption. In this respect the journey through which the Mariner

passes can be said to symbolize the archetypal images of human being
with original sin. And I think the Mariner has a parallel relationship

with Christian in John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress who sets out the

celestial city to the wicket-gate beneath the shining light in the
distance.

After punishment the mariner is the process of redemption. His
redemption begins to move with the moon “moving up the sky,” and it
culminates when his imagination as a result of blessing appreciates
nature as beautiful under the moonlight. Imagination is created at a

moment when unity between man and nature is established:
O happy living things! No tongue
Their beauty migh& declare:
A spring of love gushed from my heart,
And I blessed them unaware:
Sure my kind saint took pity on me,

And I blessed them unaware. (Part IV).
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