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Abstract:

This study is about the intolerance of Jamal al-Din Abdullah bin Yusuf ibn Hisham al-Ansari al-Masri
(761 H) on Muhammad ibn Yusuf ibn Ali bin Yusuf bin Hayan al-Andalusi (745 H), discussing the reasons
why lbn Hisham did not take knowledge from Abu Hayan, despite the fame of Abu Hayan in the Arabic
fields and their presence in one country. The study also discuss Abu Hayan accusing lbn Hisham of in-
sulting him, the judge's ruling on Ibn Hisham to imprisonment, and the effect of the disagreement be-
tween them on the liberation of scientific issues.
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Abstract:

Villa Dar Bok Amira is a villa-type villa located on the outskirts of the cities
and the northern coast of Romania Africa. Located on the outskirts of the Libyan
city of Zlitan, this villa is one of the most famous Roman villas in Libya, rich in
mosaics, designs and multicolored themes. Many of the artifacts discovered in the
villa have been moved to the National Museum in Tripoli. City Museum of Zlitan.
This research aims to study these works of art. It also aims at shedding light on its

technical characteristics, through the methodology of archaeological research,
which is based on the description and analysis of decorations and scenes.
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Robert , John,( 2007) Oxford dictionary of the classical world, Oxford University Press,
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Grant, Michael,(1997) A Guide to the ancient world, Barnes and Noble, New York, p. 100
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(Carpet) salaudl 48)8 5 mylall (e 3yhase Aall) (8 5)0a) ¢(Tuck, 5,2015) Sl adge e HES 2y
Clilpn Sy dpalyy Gl Jio daudys 4l wlie g el ) ciloall AA5 Ja oy
I laSe (e degins Jilsay Clagye 4 edi JAT B} JSl Alaall d8)a) S5 2 oA fide
Gl il ) (g pal) o)l Calide agliall 138 8 sedayg o9 Bysa) Mlan) (e dilis g 15l L
tob LS il (Say g gl o) b
1Cgally agle agSadd) ag e -1

m¥ly elinadly Glag )l slael o Cisall agale asSaall 238 (mgpell e psll I A
oS ) aaalual G5l tpgle it A cussiball Slilgall ) clagy aSal Cpanlially (papnally
On sstad) e3all ek G cagipdis joeand) zls Jaus (N ) dpagl e aagles Jaui
Mg M il g dpe dauln wd)) ol (e Gl agde aad) aal Gl Y
DY) e Lol e3al) B (z— O 8y50mm) ¢ el gl pna Mg AT (add el LS cagle [aliaidl]
Bk ogad daty ud ) et fojad (g plaeY) cililee o cpipdal a4y dlag adl dllia cass
Aoy Byl o) QIS (Jolall B Lsale (S8 0sealiia gyl IS O sams cadde Galaidl
Cagally oo )l madle Ul 0 My ¢(Tuck,s, 2015) cuiayall (o allad) 3 an Cpaluall o ¥5a5 ¢ il
ditall gl Gy Ayl (s aag (5 sgag e
Fopllaall il g e 2

adhis 15l (sanae (Gladiators) cpalladll (e degens jekiy gyl o gsill 12 3
degana JS OS5 cipall in agin Lad sl Cua (10 3y5a) WDA o (siyady Aalld) (e
2 gl @ lall Gl fagus w5 (GBS aeills By ash Uald 1gaih (sl pgle
Gaans ClS 5350l o Glajad) 138 8 malsll (a5 (2005 sl ol o) AT dgaie (st cpallae
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el ¢ (Wisdom, Stephen, and Angus, Mcbrid, 2003)(Organum) dglag)ll Q;J;E“ (s 50 r"l""\ s

iaie Cala (a6 5l anlay (g o iy (Y(Toga) lagill elyy gaiy i gilal) LYl 3
& ey LS lanall Al e Lagia S Cijay caclia o oludla L1 jeday LS el g AT Ll
+(Tuck,s, 2015) a8 Agdyall JEG (g ymall 50

Cua e siie daluly by allaall e gl e A gal) BB ALl cands HUY) s
Lagia IS OIS Ladie clagiy Ciiaa 3835 lua O 52wy «(EQUite) cusS) cand caalladll e 255 ek
Loy clagpa ads Laaaal ¢ (Konstantin, N, 2011) ¥ o Legin ASymall cagiils calom bygun  Jaiiay
g el Jaad ) oy (o 4] —oSal) (68 L (s J3 Vsl el gpial SRV o
LIS nadl) o ad pal¥) o gy 53 Gt ¢ el ol Jnma Bl (s LagalS O el
S by oSl G G S (1 -9 ypa) cJuall il Sall A i Lo ey cdadldul oo
Oo gl 1 8 salall Gy My ¢ sgenl) (o Bpala padd aal e plaY) il 8 Gilajad)
il o AN (g5uill s ady agieall G tlpliall i S lpaiamy b el A el slaal
3 cJaldl) LN 58 AeSa 5S Cun seanll O dpliie) Aaad s aaY Sl AN (6 e
O el ed Jaul) ) anlgly Wil 1) Ll o seall sla o o i) @l ey A1 L) dnlga) o)
Orllaall (e e s (s ) OIS 13gd ¢(2005 s il ) daad o oy G il e
el Ly a1 e 1508 13) Bal ayetlly meylly dpall agadls Syl Goyss Cpnpae
(Kyle, D, 2001) yaill 5 3lall 38 o oladl L sua gl agiasdh ol ccpanall (o ol daasualls
Cusnliny Alaadl & sany sopllaad) e AT 755 Deday —cpad)l Y bl e @l 3y &
FsSiu daad dal Ao teladll Leie Jud Gus o) alsy &_u.\a\ 3 (Retiarius)
ul) o Apaee 333 iy Al g ((Aurigemma, s, 1926)B 4 4l Al (Secutor)
legin Wb gleslaay cpallaal e s 8x8ke 4l (= 9 5p0) Sliliine 1250 (gymll o2y lisays
& (Murmllo) (ulsayse (158 Layy bl () gall clopn cluays Apana 3358 Lagia JS (siy

D 13 ) el o2y Sases iy allae ey JUSY) Jass 85 ¢(Trac0) (usSL allaall dgalsa

OsSalasale 5 elag s B V) aexdind (L3S ) e 055 Ul s cdysh (mnd o3 (e 3 e 5 :(Toga) Lesi @
Cleand, L, and Davie, G, (2007), pp. 54- 5 pwdlll (e & gom gall 138 J s 2 3all o puall (0 e giaa
67.
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e cailall 8 Ll (Al T — 9 5y 10 5ysea Lkil) (Reciario) us Sy osSs Layy ccands
e el lagi (o @ aSall o sams eopallae B G 3))le el andi (golall HUY) (e
e Ly ecplladll e s O Bkl & Jasl) e —(Hoplamoca) (ssSlaska ()5S Ly~ adaal
DY) 8 W Juall dale e Ssall Ji (ied 2ag Lalsaas o(Provocator) (s slSsis s g5
2l o sl Aladl e JEEl (e S dacalll Gy pad) dedia e (@ = 9 Bysea) i
(Kyle) LS S5 ¢(Aurigemma, s, 1926) fisSamy sty Cm Gy ¢ g ilS g8 g Galgaysn (e
Eiang O L ecpallaall g1 o Capmill DA e oSl Cun dlan Bage Ridy el daslll 038
(Kyle,D,2001) g Iall = yusall & JU8 (pe agin
i) clilgall dua g 3

e Osaly aag eS8y (Venatores) gmluall Gasy (agiell e gl 1 A el
e g5l 13 oz = 9 Bsea) (19950l 2eme ) lalaill (e d3e5 sy Jleas s Jle
Al Jsadiy eopallaall 3k gy di @al Zpuadl 8 S Fluall 6 sy S (a2l
Cllpall e lled dida 3lie aad PA e thebicall LA 0l b ) b =

2002) (Bomgardner ,D,Liyl
tidad) clilgaald) £ lma ag e —4

legnans () Ungy 38 ¢l 05l 53 Qang i gl 2 55 Gagpad) (e g5l 10 (B el
D8l Gl (7 — 9 Bysa) (2005 sl cpal ) isall S Gl Lay Agnas Aals dauls
asas dad (il alsy e qall iy s 8 casdaid el olail ey
gl Qall (age =5

CuesS) o1y sl ARl jual e Bl B gadd seda (gl B opall a8
oo e 4y (e Uase el oay dlusays csaas e £ U 4gas o aa <Ly (V(Exomis)
Oe g5l 13 S Ly (g — 9 Bysa) ol aday o G oand cuatieg 4l say (o
ity oSl Bl Aiaay (il puaal) 8 Chaad il ) e g pall Caiall Jlael JIay (g gl

) ¢ slanall s ¢ sl s Jlaal) dlanivn 0y 538 &1 536 (1o ¢ a2 12 ((EXOMIS) e s P
Cleaned, L, and G, Davies, (2007). P.33
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) Glaal) Glyae IS ) BLaYL daa By JSE agialuly gaallaad)l @lsdl Sl daglll o

tqigadl Gyl dgda

Llls dimgjee ¢ Jalaiivne JS5 <3 g el b Lpaleai@) slal) Jiad Lludadl) da 50 038
Ol $ylase daglll ((433) AN Jeads Aol (bl Aae bl Caaially (4) o8 dcldl) 4
S tall by sand) a8 S (s Byad Jh il SR dade e Aulls B Lgd edaiy ¢
sawdl alel jelans (11 8ysa) ccamall oy Adee ala agall dielae o Jlaadl Giad ¢ el
oo Alens asing el Jilin (pe A€ s dags 52 3313 JSE o o(85all) el Jili e cpa
g AV el o oy OO DA e ms) o L Ul Lae ey aaaal (Jleall (e desana
comlas] B jelay aglall Jind s (bl @lpnil shie S8 Ly bae o Sy el oy
o Geall diadl tdeyun GSady dysadl Glarde Glibaall sans (glany legia S dluy Ol
Gy M el slaiall Bee gl Jleb 85 Qi) peny ol AT padd Jelay LS (il
(re) el Laiate 058 Loy e e gie il chniline 25ic (348 desiye 4850 L) llsan
eniall Joally Aagiall Ghall G eaalll (a8l Ol dasl) oda Chensl (1995 ol v
‘(Rosovtzeff, M,1957) 4. saally
:AadA Jlasf agiia

L elududl) Contiay Wlla da g caape JSG D oy cAalaidy) slal) Jid dalll 238
sl Al ity AaD Jleely asii o Gy ABlal (hypiaa depie daglll el ¢uedl)
GLEal) Gy AL Aol Walaels (oY) Asals Bouil) Gy s (2009 caame o ilaae
aalel Gl 4 clandl oglet e pald Dsw ety Aalll (e el eiall (B (12 5y5ea) cililally
iSegiall Selall mns bjlsms ¢ouly () o B Al e by cilaall e ¢ypaaly Jlilad
lsn e oy Jiie Dby dedad) e gl Bghl) By (1998 e o) il ST 3
ould) D) Zapl) slald) Wiy ad g2 cosagdly ASad) (e £ o laaly Aaglll s3a Caandi) ¢l
sl 38l ) Jaar ) cdalgdly Aapsiall )l alasind DA (e lazaly Glld gay (1998« e
bl

e
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sy jlaad) clasll) (Ll
Dl g (Crete) cufS s A (Fresco) sSugpd dpaall Glogll Slly aaf
cotanll apeaill Jeel Ledl o lewis 535all (KNOSSOS) (asmsS sl (gsiny Cum —olisal
e deme oS5 e o) lapl S pdll Gl Auhal Wadgad S Ay coe 3 1500 Y aas S

.(2011 c.l;wd\ CUS]\

o 38 A G slastial dalsy CEY ohaall Guk e g o Al Slaglly
it o) s leie Joa oy dpanl) A ae Y]z Cus hll W Sl aall
Ay lgalainl Bk leie A garall Jgall CDEA) Cavny sSayill ¢ 153l Calias s ¢ (Kipfer,B, A,2000)
t ) il e Laag cdia Gl Oless

:J ¥ gl

Cua eyl W) e awyll sy o(Buno fresco) byl Sl J3V1 gl iy
p38ig Apanll dum)¥) i ae L Slaliie 5S claall ae pilia agusall JSEI Jeliy
S ok s Jays 5B s e Bl (A B lisSe of Las colad) (8 DI Gl gl 1
& Oas call ddee PA ) aia cailisKe b Gt AfleS COlel gl il G
(2011 el 2 2o dama ¢S5 e (uslE) Apuanld) Adall S LD e 1 OlsTY) s
:gilfd\ g4l

Al L oS sl 1 i o(Dry fresco) calall sSually B gl oy
¢Aaigl bilug ol (Binder) culifie dauls il Jeal) 35 Cum caunpall JSEN e Uit dpaall
pandl Sk o) G tcb)ll pe Gilall gl Al caadlly panll Qs cpasalls coball 1
el elsY) Bales Apanll A8kl G Jile a5 & Gay clala Leilia aa Lo 2055 Al
e dane (S5 @ onpilall IO o Alay BlE L alge dasdsy Y] e dides Caaal
Agl) gilaws Aplaadl Glalll aal e Copiin b Lady (2011 cand i
tly i dgliall day!
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81 Walwls ((14) i)l Jesiy iy Coatiay ZEN delll 8 Aplaall dsglll o34 2ag
el Al Sa wumy 8 O)(Victoria-Nike) So ol LysiSs 40l daglll 3 selaiy ,anT70X
s cale¥) (DL diate 15 ASa g (B el 53 s (B oY) e T8 gl L)
Osilaed) o1y o on A BpiSe san Al s (13 Bysa ) abad) il Laih )V uals
(oolad) il auall Al (<85 elall el e —maaly IS8 Jawsy 405 o3 (Himation)
Gl W dgle aall Glall 30 (gpmd) Gladl IS Ly JJaadl ¢Janyl 8 ol Calylal paaiy
oolSail aliy Aaglll o328 Cuan) (Aurigemma, $,1962) Wl Jaiy Uiy 4l s Jaul) 8 el
Aasiud DA e (al) 388 e galall gially pladl 8 Glld daade (Says cauall o gl
LU ) )l

tougmilan Olaal) dagl

laalasl (15) A8 Jaads ey Ane Coalieg QMY Zeldl) 8 dgjlaall dasll o 2ag
aigd egyila ) Jals aalia Ll (D(Pegasus) Gesulay Glasl dagll & sedas .o 61%63
DY) Loy pde U lase S laal lS elpmd (st Jalal) (e pags oS 3
colay Lk e Gale 0 0 1D Gugulasy iy agune can 31 laphd ol Bpia 5l 4
A Jy bayy Lain alid s einglaie GLlally dindine Glisele¥) oBlu saii (14 3)500)
cObalall aay b Gugnlag glasdl of e

Sl Jlaa¥l 5 Gageadl) o el GulSadl SH3Y ¢l Caglad alasinl asly s
aay mole any (8 gld dsag ae ae AiE) hghd alaiil Al dspll) o3 ey

.(Aurigemma, $,1962) (baall

ot ) Aag!

Clal) 8 Gl Sl (ol ALndl) 20 s ey 538 anls las 1 Lo e ) s waill 435 2 o(Nike) S @
3 5 S glall (gal paill § jay CuilS g Anina P Wil ek st e Y) uaal) JA Wl & Al ils @5‘ Aal oY
kil (il
Hornbower, S,and S, antony, (ED),(2003), Oxford dictionary of the classical world, Oxford
University press, New York,p.1044.
skl Jladl Lol ) ol Lavie 1 55a e il 1wl ik (g g inh uas ;(Pegasus) osssias @
Hornbower, S,and S, Antony, (ED),(2003), p.1131: il ¢ s ssu

290 il [ 45 )




ISSN &esig yicalyl déuasll : 2523 — 1871 @3biois daola malslll Gl dlag

61 Waled ((16) Al Jasts uly Aite Cantiey AN Zeld) 8 dglaal) Aa,l) o3a 2ag

die b (i aigd gy ) Jals Lasye Y(Medusa) isse ooy dasll 3 selays .pm 51
aly saug celian Wises cgaley 434 Dsae dag (15 Bysa) ¢ lll 40l ria A5l )45
Agaall gl ) damal) ey copinglly dgaall e () sl aladin) DA (e g saall (ulSas)
il o3 (e (gl Lagys ¢ aiilly ailly @) Alles paasil alu)ll lgadind ¢lan ady llia Ly
Cigall J8 b G Aajlall Boue madle PUA o Aaglll a3 Caandily ccadh IS bl Lol

- (Aurigemma, S,1962)

t A Gliysag Qs dagl

«(26) ai) Jesis (16 ;wm) (il Aipde Caniay ZIEN e @) 3 Aplaall dsglll oda aag
Js oo ) ddas o (Trlton) Qs eCpadl Aali (e dalll & jelay Law 62% 82 PR
sl Slyss gaa) pkialy Abisall lodal) AT iaall oan ey (ol JS5 e gslally ¢l
cagalin 13l —leg )Vl (53 aall Jguey (Cubid— Eros) Guspl Ledas osisill oll (O)(Nereids)
o5l il alels ey died (oal) sl jila Gt ed gl W o) adle il
Ol ASans gl ila ALl G Gkl ¢(Aurigemma, 5,1962) daldliall el zlsel <ysla dualaY)
2 lseY) G 5

3] sa il (lad asa b Gy Al AT G5 Bysea Aaglll (e (gud) bl s
il o el by aliy (Ol gl ald e gyl leehd puzaiy caplaiad Al il
Loy zlis ey jedis gyl (368 daslll (e (gl Aghll By AiS)a b oSy alallly dlud S
O Lemysl Sy Gum ad) Qe g BlSaa Aagll o3 Gl (gyshand Glas mlin Jiag

Gl a3l GaulS Gliud el (il 8 and eale (3l c4edV) & pusa ga ) 531 EDE gaa) & :(Medusa) s @
15530l Cpa 82N g Bk 0 2 gane s Joall I (Ll A 50 o el S g el p mid (e (B 5 el Callia
A8 g A e 152l 5 ) sem oSl Laie 5 65 yuatl) 03 (8 D) & )l s g3 s s a5 3] 5 Maa () il gt
okl dlglie Gy

Hornbower, S ,and S, Antony, (ED),(2003), p.1131

i (s adlall ol L) S5yl il e s o (Triton) oosia s @

Grimal, P, (2001), the dictionary of classical, edltlon4th Black Well, London, p.459.

‘:Au&uu@q\ 2 () graed Ly 8 e ¢ gilan Y1 Gl g e a gyt AY) iy (e g8 :(Nereids) o~ clyya @
@J‘)GY\A...&)S\ u&s‘)}u.adﬁjc‘);.m \}A\L_US‘)};M\‘;U@_\S}?EML_M‘)JAJ\G@J G\JAK_IJ\JAAUA c‘)a.\n a
Grimal, P, (2001), p.308. )-Lu\ (Y 5 i gy i s 5 =l o s 08 pmi g ) sl e Gl 08
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oS! «(Aurigemma, 5,1962) Adldasy! (POMPI) a5 Aae Ciplayl Al el 4l culS Ly, byl
sl &S5 33l L) 5 s il o 3 Wi ol e oIS Loy ol 5 S
ax daslll 038 ¢(Grimal, P, 2001) bl (& dsage Jaall Cilipen 4By el SN G5 (gyskand)
Aple 4ud oas oty a6 4 ¢ aallS 4l 4yl Luld) Jualall led) axe ol
sl Algad dagl

62 Lol ¢(28) byl Jeads ¢y Aine Coatiay LN Aelall 3 —loa daglll oda 2ag
I e glall eiall sl Lle (D(Mars— Aris) Lule alsall daslll & selayy . awd2X
coay) e Tl Al gl Gl gilasg (Jaud ) (Toga) lasill 4ie Jawiy 53 ¢ )
Y oole alsdl aua Gl gany e ola) Ciblaly () el ol S0 ed Sl Glall W
(17 8y3mm) ¢l Ay dpiona 8353 Jedii ) ey el I QN Cim e Q) A0 i
) Aesire cad (gl A LT bl AS5n pa paasiy A5 caliiine JSE yeadl) Gl ¢ aall el
gl dun i iy el el e aiafy ok Gl Wi ey dads el
Ol alull e sa Za gl Cilew aal ey ¢(Aurigemma, $,1962) sl (ysl Ol LS 335815 el
o epall GulSail Sy e PR S Qi bl aladiu) laaly sams canSsall Sigul) (e
‘(Aurigemma, 5,1962) 335ally a5 dguall
somdlual) 498 da gl

Al deats Al Galilyla A3aay Jilagl) Canidly (7) o8y Al dplaadl dalll 38 aag
lelsh &l (18 8ysma) coadl phlé o 48 (8 Zuasll sball o 13ghe dund dasllls (507)
-(Aurigemma, 5,1962) ax 95 lea)e s ¢anl 79

) caall (piia ) dendh aaly umdl o (63 Jelsiue Ul 8ylage dasl
A el Aal (e i) Gaall b pblall e (i elays cgslall g Al Caally ¢ i)
Obams o)l Al o pia e 4l Jiie Ay & el 4l 4ady (adlds Bihuay gl
— Legie JS gy (abia @i s Jiiall alal (sl dlas dia Gacad Legie JS dla o linles )

05 A S5 ey Ay e sy Alsall Gl 85 68 el g 81 ) (Badie 5 o a4l i(Mars- Aris) ol —os e @
1B (e a0 58 5o 5 el g daad 385 ¢l 5 yhall g 312 W) (@ all ) skl aga
Robert , John,( 2007) Oxford dictionary of the classical world, Oxford University Press,
p.453.
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Slish Ls lagia JS (5015 Gt sad aath ISy canly o dad g Lavasl casa daly —Lia
Ard an) o iy padd deld iy Ll e gl Vi olia dglal) g

obilaty glads Hsla Gaall Aali (e daslll 8 Hslaidl Gee Jiay @ gslal) Caall L

aalel Caiy Al Q) e T (gl 53l ¢ ladl laall 8 38155 EDE Al s Jiies cCyaal) il

s & ana Aol g Laaaal (glads 4l sl Jiie by Algh 3ad @lld sy (ladd
aalal e Jie (el Rall)l (8 selay haals cgliads Wl shumd @bl @y @A) Bas
& el A Bl aliae o J) 5L Haats e Jilay o(asll) i L gy padd
Gae 20l aladinly Cpaluall 48 dagl Cradl o jUadY ) olie Caypeai (gl ((slen) o L dasll
dnd b b)) ol My lgany (o Bacliiag Badeie Jiliey Laladl jeld ¢ )slaidl)
Orad) Aga o a2l QY G laialy sans ccugpall U 3 Guadl) Rl GalSadl Jedy ALY (DU
SV Jiar a3sl el A QU ey (Jaud) 8 Galas) Jeg oLl ey Gt e oSy
.(Aurigemma,$,1962) A\ )

leabana &1 gl ¢ pall zdals Qi Y Qi) gl Jan Ladie dpadly €T S byl & Gl
Blial ali )z als dsmgs Geadl) DUa olad) o bl 138 (i el Cagiall oladl
5yl
tousdly Algall dag!

Al ety ciaull) Gyl Ansg bl Coatially (7) o) Aelil) & —Liad- daglll 238 aa g
i) o aiag (2)(Bacchus— Dionysus) Guswsiss s usal alial) daglll 3 jelays (515)
&b e sVl oslll 53 Gsilased) g galany A e BaY) oLl le st bl s (19 3)50a)
daiye 268l 2ua ((D(Kantheros) Gug il QS e a1 dil) (s e el ) ial) ac )y

i adil g g b e palan) ) ey <;~aﬂt Al g A OisalaY) aflu it

e aclily Unlae (5 dale 5 el 5 5 5gll 5 7 el 5 el oy 8 (Bacchus- Dionysus) s sesisn ol s saly @
Ll il 5 = pusally Jasi ) (oAl (g 00 4l s g cu sl anls lag )l 48 e (L) o el (Bolias i)

okl Ay 2 Y)
Robert , John,( 2007), p.230. ; ; ‘
¢ padl Gyl adiag ¢ il JSE @ e d AV Y1 e 2] GS S S o(Kantheros) s ts (9
: k)
Cook, R, M,(1997), Greek Painting Pottery,®® Routiede, London, p.35.
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osaly sl s IS A 5 o iesell o n o Lo ¢ G (sl 13 4L Ladly (il Alsas
sl (salay oy Blnia sled sy (g pmal) 33801 e Janiyy ¢ el 533

gk Ay s avall e el Culall s el @) jaall B3 Gl e
o Jany ( JS G5l 53 sed opnd Ll ¢ uimdl (sl il ql gty peal (sl I3 a5 cAad)s
(silial) Gulilly Al o3a Cradl Al Ghsl AoV B cuie 4l gans o€l e syl sla
. (Aurigemma, 5,1962) Hlul g Cgilid bl Wl san 2gill A8 a jluse IPWEN| &) dua

-

Aailadl)

alainly Gl Aplegyll Buee g o Sl Al oyl G iy o le DA (e
asonl Al Gl ey cdapdall ey Ll slal) Glegiage & Zalgdly dspnd) sl
Bty (@A ) (B Gaay L &l A e oS ) G Lehualds PIA (e oy Gl
gl Gl (e g Gy S Lo Jadlly a8 e Vs

iy Cus (Opus sectile) s Ailudndl) dalll Joo & aeaiinl A Juadd) gl G
b lehall e dal ¢anat IS bl aasinl LS il ke danls duigl JWEY1 o
559 Slad Camy Aag V1 Jmadl) ) e dun i) G eaaily ¢ ST s Aagl Jia 6ha
&l S e lEl Cus ¢ adlyy Jilie a8 el lie (e ol b Al Jpad
S ol SISl ¢ e ISy DU ALyl alaind cpaluall Zy8 da gl g cCanall & (Cayyal
cwl Aai (Jledll olaily lelsl 8 Y Jilie auy ol LS pualll Gigie 08l duay (53 cslal
bl selas cogyall iy uadll DU olad) DA (e Gl e iy ol Juad b 458l
Spile JHlaad) Gl el
: salaal) daild
Ayl jalaal) Yl

. (2005) ‘U‘J"!)L cada J\J ‘kugl @ ;Lms.u.usl\ u& ‘J}\T U:\.uaj\ }j =
(1991) colisba ¢ Sl s egysildl daal dangi e leaill Lud Gje K Gatitagall ¢ Jlilin Glals -
o e budpuadll 73l (amy DA (e logyll Hlexia) o LT Aagail) $plll cpaal) 3 Lalgl sladl (o deas e =
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The History of Short Story in Modern Libyan Literature: (Analytic
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Introduction

The propose of this study is intended to give the reader a map of themes and styles of the
contents of short story writing in Modern Libyan Literature in English language, which is young
and still tender literature. Mentioned that most of short stories authors represented here are wide-

ly known throughout the Arab world and some of European literary scholar.
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This study therefore, is to tell the history of short story writing in Libyan in the recent

years through the sustained effort of the writers, whose has developed steadily through the dec-
ades despite the many hindrances put in its way by traditional elements. It has therefore been
necessary in dealing with the achievements of these writers, also to pause in order to look at the

activity and the work of those whose influence has hindered or bought to hinder its development.

One of the greatest difficulties, which we may face when trying to review modern Libyan
literature as a whole, is that, Libya is a huge country and it had three main regions, the east, west
and the south. That means, the center of gravity of this movement has tended to shift from one
area to another. Regional differences in temperament cultural background and tradition have
contributed greatly to the richness and variety of the various short story writing experiments, but
have also been responsible for development of some negative streaks, although these were
mostly of a regional character.
1- During the relatively short period since the Libyan literary writing revival in modern times,

Libyan writers have undergone drastic changes(B. Al. Hashmi, ¢ 1984. P. 127). Such changes
were accompanied by similar ones in the Arab people themselves in all spheres; political, so-
cial, economical, cultural and psychological. So, the content history of short story written in
Classical language deals with the contribution of those writers who belong to the more cul-
tured group of men and women in Libya.

Definitions of the short story

What is a short story? Well, it seems it is an easy question at the first glance, but when we
look at very carefully, we may find out it is not that easy as we thought. One of the most defini-
tions of the short story meanings was written by the English writer (M. Stapleton) who says as

the follows:

“The short story is a tale which contains the reality and fiction and the reader could fin-
ish reading it from fifteen to forty five minutes. It could be very interesting and it does not impor-
tant if it is indicate a human real story or not, even it may contain a lot of ideas and opinions
that make us think and deeply after reading it. Or it could be the other way round and it con-
tains. Nothing important at all and we forget what had read in a few minutes after reading
it.... The most important thing in reading short story is that we feel satisfaction and amusement

in few minutes time. ( M. Stapleton. 1983. P.37)
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Some literary critics have a different point of view about this definition. Some see the

story as only a public tale written by a talented author. Others see it as an image of human life
and it may talk about an event which may happened in our daily life. Whatever the opinions are,
the one thing that we should remember is that, there is a huge different between the short story
and the story as novel. Anyone thinks that the short story is a summary of a novel or a chapter of

it surely he is mistaken, because they have different style and structures.

The short story terms in modern Libyan literature

Today, we see three terms of “story” in modern Libyan literature; al-gissah “ 4<dll “ (
Story), al-gissah al-gasirah. “ 3_ =il 423l « ('short Story) and al-ugsusah « 4asad¥ “ Some
men of letters preferred to name the story as al-hikayah “3\Ssal) ““ or al- ugsusah, whereas some
others preferred to use the term al-gissah only. The word al-gissah that is used for the story is in

between al-gissah al-gasirah (short story) and al-riwayah “ %50 “ (novel).

The volume in al-gissah is wider than al-gissah al-gassirah, the time is longer and the
events are more diversified. In al-gissah, the life as a whole is examined. However, in al-
ugsusah (sketch, short short story). « s 3 uadll aill “a part of life is examined around a single
subject. al-gissah al-gassirah is the shortest form of narration after al-ugsusah, which contains a
few pages only. It should also be emphasized that al-riwayah (novel) is sometimes used both as a
novel and as a story. Likewise, Ahmed Ibrahim al Fagih used the word al-riwayah (novel) when
he was introducing his stories collection “Three Groups of Stories”; however, that was not used
for a long time. Meanwhile, we should also emphasize that the word al-gissah in the modern
sense should not be confused with the word al-hikayah in the classical sense. On the other hand,
it should be stated that today the word al-gissah is sometimes used as the novel and sometimes
as the story. Besides literary genre, namely Qusaysah, which means story but it was not widely
popular in Libyan literature.

There also another term called Qissah gasirah jidan [short short story]. The tem of short story usually
refers to the modern ones, which evolved out of earlier types of fiction in prose and verse. Ali Mustafa
Al-Misrati is the most known Libyan writer who uses this term in his most of his productions, the most
famous collection is (The Wounded Bird), and the book contains 150 short short stories. Additionally, the

earliest ancestors of Arab short stories are ancient tales, simple stories that date back to Egyptian writ-
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ings that are 6,000 years old. Another early form was the fable, such as those of the Arabian Nights - The

Thousand and One Nights - a famous collection of stories from Persia, Arabia, India, and Egypt, was
compiled over hundreds of years. In it, the beautiful queen Scheherazade entrances her husband, the
sultan, with a new tale every evening, leaving the suspenseful ending for the next day so he will not car-

ry out his vow to kill her.

Therefore, we may say that, the short story is an illustration of one facet of human nature. Often
a character undergoes some event and experiences something, which offers him change. This is
why it is said that short stories usually "say something", often a narrow or small something that
can be read in an hour and remembered for a lifetime. Ahmed Ibrahim Al- Faqgih, a®/ly/ tea/,
" 444l 3 Libyan short story writer, a novelist and a play writer, says the follows about the short

story:

1- “The perfect short story is written with a poet's feel for language, with a poet's preci-
sion, and that the shape and sounds and rhythms of the words are more commonly part of the
work's effect than is usually seen in the novel. In a poem, the bare words are virtually never
the complete meaning. They interact, their sounds do things, and how they are placed on the
page matters. The poem tries to create a nugget of truth, an insight into being human and the
form is so tight, so sparse that we can argue over exact meanings long into the smoke-laden
night’( A. Al. Faqih.1986. p.76

Another literature wrote about the same subject, Mahmoud Zahi, " R/Lj d4seae " in
his excellent book “The Taste of Literature”, " «2¥/ (dsi7 " refuses to define the short story, but

he is prepared to talk about its nature and said:

“First, he says, a short story tells of something that happened to someone, and second, a
short story ( he means serious fiction, by the way ) will demonstrate a more harmonious rela-
tionship between all its aspects than will any other art form, with the possible exception of lyric
poetry”( M. Zahi. p. 128)

After having been told these definitions by those literary writers, it is needed to realize that
a short story has the same elements as those of a novel but with a few thousand words less. These
elements are plot, characterization, point of view, and dialogue. Unlike a novel, there is usually
only one main storyline. Also, because of the brevity of the story, word usage must be economi-

cal; each word should advance the story in some way. In establishing a plotline, starting with the
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basics: exposition, conflict, climax, and resolution. The exposition is the back-ground story -

where it was explained how the conflict came to be-. The conflict is the hook, the pull of the sto-
ry and should present the theme, for example, mankind against nature, man vs. woman, woman

vs. herself, etc...

The conflict should build to a final battle or confrontation; this will be the climax. And

then comes the resolution, where the conflict is resolved or at least, lessened in some way.

Short story writers employ a wide range of rhetorical devices for contrast and emphasis, includ-
ing paradox, metaphor, patterns of imagery, repeated motifs, symbolism, and irony. The power
of use of expositive writing of Dawod Mousa Halag, ” (> s« 4294 " | in his short story, (
The Cave ),( " <</ "= ( D. Halag. 1973. .p33) he derives a part from his overt use of symbol-
ism. Irony provides the reader with a contrast between reality and the fallibility of human percep-
tion, which is at the heart of most modern fiction. The story, talks about a lonely old thin woman
who lives in a huge cave after the death of her lovely husband. The only thing that she inherit
after his death is his horse. The writer went on describing her hard life in one of those cold nights

in winter with the ironic style. Types of short stories in Libyan Literature:

Among the ways of looking at the subject, and the art of short story is to review the
astonishing range and varieties of types of stories. These include fairy tales, fantasies, humor and

satire, character studies, history, religion, and folk story.

The ancient form of the Libyan story such as fairy tales and folk stories can retain
their power when used for the modern short story, even they are full of myths and legends. Some
of the most famous stories in this type, that intended to surprise, delight and entertain were writ-
ten by Ibrahim Al-Quni " 5<% ax/ s/ " — some of his stories will be discussed later on. Another
short story type is the humor story, that entertain the reader, a related type of story, the satire, is
designed to attack the ills of society. Ahmed Ibrahim Al-Fagih " 44d/ aw/ s/ 1ea/" had pub-
lished a number of collections of short stories written in this type, such as ( the man who never
saw a river in his life), " 4t 4 g 4 o af g Sa " “Al Rajul Alathi lam ushahed Naher fi
Hayatih” and ( love me tonight ), " 4dudff o38 i “A hebini Hathihi A LyalaH”. Still other

stories fall under biography or history types, in which a life story or historical event is used for a

305

wﬁs«é/45 Jaedf




ISSN &esig yicalyl déuasll : 2523 — 1871 @3biois daola malslll Gl dlag

work of fiction. Khalifa Mohamed Al-Telisy, i/ 2aas 4uls, a short stories writer, critic, trans-

lator, a historian and a poet,( A Melytan. 2001 .p. 55 ). Wrote different kinds of short stories in

this type such as ( Italian stories ), " <&/ uawd " a collection of some stories translated from
Italian literature. (K. Al. Telisy. 1967. p.77). Another story entitled

(Atale of aCity) " 4itedad 71985

On the other hand, many types of short stories examine the mores and customs of rural
and small-town life, sometimes sentimentally, as with the stories of Lutfiyah Basher Al-
Gayadic " gkl pd 44dhl- such as in ( The Pride), ” sbws Kebriya™ also will be analyzed
later on. Such stories aim at the society and focus on some social issues, in each story, certain
aspects of social life, whether in a village or in a city or even far away in some tribal societies
and writers try to tackle these problems and try to find the solutions to them. Fable is a kind of
story based on inhuman characters like birds, fish and animals, were made to talk, feel and act
like humankinds. As Sadiq Al- Nyahum, is one of those writers who published two fables stories,
“The Monkeys”, " 2940 " “ Al-guroud” 1975, and in 1984 he wrote another one entitled, The
Animals, "<titsall " Al- Hayawanat”,? in which criticized the political situation in the Arab
World of those days. Religious stories from the Holy Quran, play an important role in persuading
the readers to accept the preaching of the Islamic religion. These kind of stories urge and amuse
the reader even they are without pretending to be an artistic masterpiece in the modern standards.
Historical stories are another type of stories that include lots of amusing and realistic one that
talk about a historical events or figures. A story of this kind should contain informative material,

historical or literary.

Among the ways of understanding the art of the short story is to review the astonishing
range of types of stories. The ancient form of the tale can retain its power when used for the
modern short story. Another short story type is the humor story, intended to delight and entertain.
Humor gave birth to a related type of story, the satire, is designed to attack the ills of society, as

in Ali Al-Misrati’s stories which deal with the hardships of failing love affairs and reality.

L L. Al Gayadi.1977. p.52
2 As. Alnayhum. 1991.p.56.
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So, the short story is a tale that inspire us with its creative muse and the language which is used, |

mean, is it written in al-ammiyah “%d=) “ or al-fussha “~=dl “, Few writers would bother to write
works in al-ammiyah or common language and it was felt that literature had to be improving, educational
and with purpose rather the just entertainment. Inspiration need not be inhibited by technique, but should
be enhanced by its content. Such stories were written by Ali Mustafa Al-Misrati in his collection that
entitled ( The wounded bird ),( A. al.-Misrati. . 1994.p.62) from this collection, we find some short stories
were written in Al-ammiyah such as [The inspector and the donkey], [The job choice], [Do you remem-

ber] and others.

Such short stories tend to be less complex than novels. Usually, focus on only one
incident, has a single plot, a single setting, a limited number of characters, and covers a short
period of time. A good story can be told about a great many words in every language. This
especially true of those words that become part of day-to-day speech. Above and beyond its
formal literature, a people’s speech — its idioms, vernacular phrases and special expressions that

reflect the whole range of that people’s culture and experience.

Out of the Arabic experience, Libya has carved a large body of expression that continues
to grow. It would be surprising if it didn’t, considering the vast changes that have taken place in
the Arab world just in the last 50 years. Space exploration alone has given the Arabic language a
sizable new vocabulary. However, our concern here is not with etymology or linguistics in any
formal sense. This is simply a study of the content of some short stories that are being written
and read over the second half of the last century.

Nevertheless, as can be seen in lots of the short stories - that will be analyzed later on -, a
great number of old expressions clings mores and customs of the Arabic culture to present-day
speech.

The evolution of the Libyan short story

Above all this work is concerned with the evolution of modern short story writing as an
art, important changes have taken place in it over the 60s of 20" century, and observation of
these changes remains, when all has been said and done about external causes and influences,
an activity within the subtle, intricate, yet exciting domain of art. Short stories writing, while
yielding in varying degrees of strength to the effects of external forces and acquired experience

of a non-artistic nature, has an artistic life of its own and an internal process of change and de-
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velopment. Thus according to R. WelleK theory,(R. Wellek, 1983. p. 185) ‘which says, “Stories

are written to unite a society and explain the social order to members of the community”

We use stories to convey our values, morality, and social structure to the young, new
members, and to reinforce the existing membership. Consider all stories “propaganda”
may one say, that is the extreme view of the theory. A theme of any short story serves
as away to carry the message while the event depicts the message. ‘Art has its own in-
ternal laws of growth and development’(A. Roger.1987.p.85). This means, introducing a
new theme of a short story will only be successful if the events happened at the specific
time and place where the innovation is introduced. This also means, there are some cul-
tural and social issues could stand in the way of introducing new changes because of the
plots of some stories might not be flexible enough to go on with these changes or still
need further strengthening in a certain direction.

The beginning of modern literary writing renaissance in Libya seems to have been first
prompted by local cultural developments. However, the isolated efforts of the Libyans, however
significant, were not enough to achieve a true renaissance and the Libyans were finally obliged
to lean greatly on the literary achievements in the Arab East. Short story had succumbed right
from the beginning of the renaissance, “more readily than other genres to the appeal of the past.(
A. al.-Misrati. . 1994.p.87) This movement aspired to bring Libyan short story writing to a level
with the Arabic literary writing, and not merely to suit the contemporary Libyan framework of

life and thoughts.

However, the Libyan short story writing, because some social and political circumstanc-
es of its development, it furnishes a most interesting field of study. It is the story of a resurrection
and a thorough re-vitalization, of a gradual forging of links and of a steady evolution towards

contemporaneousness within a comparatively short period.

In this light, the Libyan short story of that period appears to be exclusively centered on
the intellectual self. The inevitability of using a contemporaneous outlook towards a work of art
is two-fold. Firstly, a contemporary writers benefits greatly from the longer perspective available
to him by which to sieve the various literary experiments of the past and to decide their actual

service to later periods. In this he must be able to point out the writer’s real contribution; whether
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he introduced new trends, strongly confirmed one already begun, experimented in a virgin field,

made new links with foreign fields, or naturally and spontaneously wrote a better kind of short
story in an already established style. Secondly, a judgment of values will have to stem from our

own concept of artistic values at the present time, for;

“Efficacy, contemporaneous success [of a past literary contribution] can not be a suffi-

cient criterion of what is historically important”.( B. Al. Hashmi, 1984. p.174)

However, this should not mean that we apply what is commonly called “absolutism” in
our judgment of past work of literature. It simply means, there are some social values that should
be taken into account while producing any new literary writing. B. Al-Hashmi adds:

We see them in perspective, in a chain of evolution, and in the case of modern Libyan
literature, we see them grow steadily from a point of weakness to a point of Strength. Absolut-
ism drives the critic to a hard judgment of past achievements as he applies a strictly con-
temporary criterion to his evaluation of past literary writing. An opposing method to this is
that of relativism, when the writer tries merely to enter the mind of the period studied. This is
insufficient, for past literary contribution would then be judged merely from its contemporaneous
point of view, which ignores the immense value of knowing it now, in perspective. There is no
doubt that the two points of view must be combined so that we can refer the past contribution to
a scheme of values which is forever renewing itself, and to admit to ourselves the fact of its
existence. We must refer past literature, not to our set of values, but to the values of its own time
and all subsequent times’ (Ibid. p.157)

By doing so, we can discover the writer’s achievement in his own time, its importance to his
own cotemporaries as well as its influence on the following generations. The division of this
work into periods turned out to be of major difficulty. Looking at contemporary Libyan liter-
ature in its last period, which began at the end of the fifties, B. Al-Hashmi adds; ‘We are able
for the first time in the history of modern Libyan literature to recognize a harmony in the lit-
erary situation all over the Arab world. Moreover, we may find some Arab writers who may
share more or less the same views on literary writing, especially, short stories writers.( B.
Al. Hashmi, 1984. P.137).

New themes started to emerge in the Libyan short story and reader can now notice new

trends in it such as romance and personal emotions beside the realities of current life. Libyan
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short story writers were aware of their social and political problems and tried to find the right

solution when they felt the danger coming from a continued existence of these problems. Fortu-
nately, they were even indirectly encouraged by readers to go ahead with their attempt to tackle
those problems even they sometime were criticized by the influential personalities in the regime
and the policies they followed. On the other hand, they were supported by the regime if they
wrote positively about their policy. Thus, we may say that the short story was meant to serve a

certain aim, to pay attention to the social problems and to help to find remedies to those issues.

The greatest difficulty furnished here is the diversity of the short story writing experi-
ments in Libya, which participated in the evolution of modern Libyan literature. Before the re-
vival of first half of twentieth century, the picture was as uniform as it became in the beginning,
literature all over the Arab world was benighted. This is of course a rough, highly generalized
picture, but it serves the purpose at the moment. Between these two points, the evolution of liter-
ature in every Arab country has its own peaks of development. Literature is not a passive reflec-
tion or copy of the cultural, social, political or even intellectual development. Therefore, the pe-
riods of modern Libyan literature could not be divided to fit political or to reflect social changes.
This does not mean that Libyan literature was not influenced, often profoundly, by some social
or political changes, but its own autonomous development imposes a different kind of judgment.
Being a study of the evolution of an art, the guiding criterion in this work was the literary situa-
tion, which qualified the periods.

Conclusion

To conclude this paper about the art of short story writing in Libya, I find that it is
important to provide to the readers some information about the movement of Libyan literature
during the period from 1940s until the late 1990s. In this period, the Libyan short story writing
had undergone fundamental transformations as a literary form in its own path, rather than a form
derived from the newspapers articles. This work represents the contents of some short stories
through an analytical study that comprises of the habits and popular traditions prevailing in the
Libyan society as well as some norms of human conduct and social conflicts met with in daily
life. It concludes also a study of some values and concepts of some social situations embodied in
some of the heroes traits of some short stories. It also deals with a study of the Libyan short story

technical structure and theme.
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The aims of this study are:
e It is an attempt to show the literary standing of the Libyan short story writing and its content

by analyzing the characterization and its themes.

e To talk about the contribution of some Libyan short story writers in the Libyan modern
literature through the analysis of individual contribution that the various changes in the
elements of a short story can be seen.

e To describe the short story writing trends and movements, its basic changes and
achievement in the period between 1940s to 1990s.

The study of the Libyan short story allows the attentive scholars who are interested in the
study of the literature and culture of other societies, to analyze, evaluate, and interpret short sto-
ries and to gain a sense of the development of the genre in Libya. They will recognize the contri-
butions of some Libyan writers and their reflections on society. However, | hope this work will
serve as a useful pointer to more careful planning study that may occur in the future in this field
and to open up another channel of communication and a closer rapport between people. Above
all, I hope that some of the readers may perhaps find this work not only informative, but interest-

ing and useful as well.
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Abstract

Several studies have examined the impact of both gender mixed groups and collaborative
learning on the process of language learning. Some studies found that females were better than
males whereas others showed that males were better than females. As for collaborative learning,
most studies have shown that this type of learning improves and accelerates the process of
learning. The present study intended to investigate (1) the effect of gender mixed groups on
learners’ interaction in reading comprehension, and (2) the influence of collaborative learning
activities on learners' achievements. In order to achieve these goals, 45 male and female high
school students from Benghazi, Libya were divided into three groups. Each group included 15
students. One group (GIRLS GROUP) contained only girls; the second group (BOYS GROUP)
included only boys whereas the third group (MIXED GROUP) was a mixture of both girls and
boys. They were all taught by the same instructor in order to emphasize equality of teaching.
The treatment lasted for five weeks, two hours a day, three days a week. Instructional tasks
based on collaborative learning techniques and activities were provided to the students. A pre-
test and post-test design was utilized in this study. Regarding the effectiveness of gender mixed
groups on reading comprehension , the results revealed that Group (GIRLS GROUP) achieved
the best results. For the influence of collaborative learning techniques, the findings showed re-

markable development in the students’ achievements when using collaborative learning.

Keywords: collaborative learning, gender mixed groups, reading comprehension.
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Introduction

Research studies have highlighted the importance of gender mixed groups and collaborative
learning for reading comprehension demonstrating that they can improve learners’ understanding
of texts. For instance, a number of studies (e.g. Kayaoglu, 2012; Gtéwka, 2014) examined the
relationship between gender mix and second language learning. Such studies focused on sex-
based differences in women’s and men’s linguistic repertoire viewing if sex can correlate with
language and language learning. The results of these studies revealed that females might be bet-
ter than males at learning languages because they are more open to structures in the target lan-

guage. Glowka’s study (2014) consisted of 549 students of English from Polish state schools

314 il [ 45 )




ISSN &esig yicalyl déuasll : 2523 — 1871 @3biois daola malslll Gl dlag

and 64 foreign language teachers. The study aims at investigating the influence of gender on stu-

dents’ achievement in learning English in secondary and higher vocational schools in Poland, as
well as teachers’ and students’ opinions regarding the significance of this influence. The instru-
ments used to collect the data involved a student self-report questionnaire, a teacher self-report
questionnaire, and audio recordings of interviews. The results provided ample evidence that girls
achieved significantly better results than boys.

With regard to collaborative learning, it is defined as a teaching method in which small various
groups of students work together to achieve a common goal (Motaei, 2014). It is considered a
tool used to promote individual skills, improve relationship among students and prepare
them to play roles in group activities. Its impact on second language learners has been examined.
Some studies (Faust & Paulson, 1998; Zagoto, 2016) proved the positive effectiveness of utiliz-
ing collaborative learning activities in teaching and learning English as a second language. Such
studies concluded that collaborative learning is a valued technique, which encourages learners
for group discussion. Also, it assists making more timid students, who have not mastered all the
required skills of language, to work harder and achieve more.

Based on what was mentioned earlier. This study was conducted to identify the effect of gender
mixed groups on learners’ interaction in reading comprehension as well as the impact of collabo-
rative learning activities on learners' achievements. It explored the quality of the collaborative

learning performance of gender-mixed groups.

The Nature of the Reading Comprehension Process

Multiple definitions offered to specify the nature of reading comprehension. Generally, reading
comprehension means understanding what you read (Moore et al., 2016).

Earlier research focused on the mental processing of texts prioritizing background knowledge
and experiences. Reading comprehension is viewed as a process of making meaning from a text
content. Readers, therefore, aim to gain an overall understanding of the information presented in
the text rather than understanding the meaning of isolated words or sentences. For Harris and
Hodges (1995, p. 39), comprehension of texts involves constructing meaning of written or oral
texts ‘through a reciprocal, holistic interchange of ideas between the interpreter and the mes-
sage’. Moreover, Carrel (1998, p.9) stated that comprehension “is the goal and purpose of read-

ing. Without it there is no reading"”. Reading contains not only the recognition of printed words
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but also the improvement of meaning to the words the writer intends to convey. Comprehension

of the text is the core in the reading process. Reading comprehension require readers to be able to
understand the purpose of the text and identify the reference in it (Philips, 2006)

In order to assist language learners to read comprehensively, effective reading comprehension
strategies should be implemented inside classrooms. A number of studies (e.g. Rodriguez and
Rodriguez, 2009; Navarro, 2008) suggest that utilizing some reading techniques may aid learners

to interact with texts and understand and construct the meaning from the texts.

Theoretical Background of Collaborative Learning

Collaborative learning is one of the effective newline methods to cater for the needs of English
language learners. According to Johnson and Smith (1998), collaborative learning is a teaching
method by which students in small groups can collaborate to maximize one another’s learning
and to attain common purposes.

Collaborative learning signifies a major shift away from the typical teacher-centred in class-
rooms. It aids learners acquire the course material better and provides chances to develop further
skills (Velarde et al., 2014; Zhou et al., 2019). In addition, Dillenbourg (1999, p. 1) defined col-
laborative learning as “a situation in which two or more people learn or attempt to learn some-
thing together,” and more specifically as joint problem solving”.

Furthermore, collaborative learning requires learners to collaborate by, for instance, taking dif-
ferent roles, discussion, clarification of ideas, Summarizing, and evaluation of other’s thoughts.
When examining the effect of collaborative learning on the achievement of students in different
language skills, most studies (e.g. Farmer, 1999; Akcan, 2000; O’Byrne (2003) revealed its posi-
tive influence on the process of learning. Such studies approved the significance of using collab-

orative learning activities and how they assist students in learning another language.
Earlier Research on Collaborative Reading in Libya

Research in Libyan universities revealed that lecture-based approach is used by most university
teachers. The lecture approach is based on teachers’ presentation of knowledge and information
rather than discussing and sharing information (Safari, 2006). Most of the studies in the context
confirmed that having different genders in classes hinders the use of collaborative approach that
is based on the group discussions. In other words, Libyan universities are gender mixed and the

cultural limits hinder girls and boys from joint discussions in the classroom (Elabaar 2011,
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Sawani, 2009). This study adds to a growing body of literature showing the effect of Libyan

gender mixed groups and collaborative learning activities on learners’ achievements in reading

comprehension.

Methodology

The participants in this study were 45 high school students from Benghazi, Libya. The students
were divided into three groups, 15 students in each. One group (GIRLS GROUP) contained only
girls; the second group (BOYS GROUP) included only boys whereas the third group (MIXED
GROUP) was a mixture of both girls and boys. They were all taught by the same instructor in
order to emphasize equality of teaching. The treatment lasted for five weeks. The time of instruc-
tion was two hours a day, three days a week. Instructional tasks and activities based on collabo-

rative learning were provided to the students by the instructor.

Course Details

The instruments used to collect data were pre-test and post-test design. Before conducting the
treatment, a reading comprehension test (pretest) was distributed to 60 students to determine
their overall language proficiency level . Only 45 students were chosen as their test scores were
very close and the test scores served to ascertain a baseline for all groups. They were divided into
3 groups, each of which contained 15 students. After 5 weeks of teaching, the same test was giv-
en (posttest). According to Moreira et al. (2019), the same type of test can be used for retrieving
practice. Hence, the multiple-choice task in both tests was similar (two versions with the order
counterbalanced), so that the instructor ensured that the same test format was used and that the
student who had version (1) in the pretest had version (2) in posttest. In other words, each stu-

dent received two different versions of each test.

Besides, in order to ensure that the test items have good reliability, they had undergone an item

analysis. Item analysis is a process used to assess the quality of test items. (KarKal, 2016).

In the process of teaching, the instructor followed collaborative learning activities where brain-
storming and predicting of topics main ideas were utilized before each lesson. During teaching,
the instructor asked the students to use the technique of guessing the meaning of vocabulary and
discuss within the group. After finishing each lesson, the students were asked to identify the
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most vital ideas as well as asking for the summary of the passages and knowledge gained from

them. In each lesson, the instructor made the students interact and discuss within the groups,
among the groups during their activity practice in order for students to exchange their thoughts in
the classroom.

Findings

As mentioned earlier in this paper, the present study was conducted in order to achieve the fol-
lowing objectives:
1. To study the effectiveness of gender mixed groups on learners’ interaction in reading
comprehension.
2. To examine the influence of collaborative learning activities on learners' achievements
To analyse the data, the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) software was used. The

results are as follows:
Descriptive Statistics

The descriptive statistics (table 1) revealed that although the three groups improved from pre-test

to post-test, the treatment group (GIRLS GROUP) outperformed the other two groups.

Table 1. Number of Students, Mean Scores, Standard Deviations of Each Group on the pretest and Posttest.

Test Pretest Post-test
Group Mean SD Mean SD
MIXING GROUP 19.60 5.770 25.20 1.989
(n- 15)
GIRLS GROUP 19.30 5.570 29.20 1.033
(n=15)
BOYS GROUP 19.00 5.246 23.90 1.143
(n=15)
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Figure 1. The Mean of the Three Groups in Pretest and Posttest

Descriptive Statestics of the Three Groups

Wl PreTest
W PostTest

Mean

Mixed group Girls Boys G

Group

Analyses of Pre-test Performances

The analysis of the study involved first establishing if the data followed a normal distribution.

According to Crossman (2018), ANOVA can be conducted in determining whether two groups
differ significantly on a particular measure or test. In this study, One-way (ANOVA) was uti-
lised to determine whether there were pre-existing differences amongst the three groups before initiating
the treatment. The findings showed that no significant differences exist between the performances of the
three groups: F (2, 27) =.062, p=.940.

Analyses of Post-test

In the analysis of post-test two types of tests analysis were utilised. An independent sample t-test (a fol-
low up analysis used to compare groups: mixed group vs. girls group, mixed group vs. boys group, girls
group vs. boys group in the two tests) and a paired sample t-test (a follow up analysis used to compare

tests within the same groups).
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Independent Sample t-test Analysis

Regarding the pre-test analysis, three levels were analysed:

Level 1: mixed group vs. Girls group,
Level 2: Mixed group vs. Boys group ,and
Level 3: Girls group vs. Boys group.

The results revealed that there were not significant differences in the scores for level 1: t (18) =
298, p=.776, level 2: 1 (18) =-.418, p=.681 and level 3: t (18) =.086, p=.932

With respect to post-test analysis, the results revealed that there were significant differences only
between two levels, i.e., level 1: t (18) = -5.544, p<0.001 and level 3: t (18) = 6.022, p<0.001,
but not with level 2: t (18) = 1,956, p=.066.

These results suggest that the three groups had similar scores before the treatment was initiated.
Though, the results of post-test showed significant differences between group pairs except for
group Mixed Group and Boys Group. Put another way, group Girls Group significantly

outperformed the other two groups and made significant improvements.

A paired-sample t-test

A paired-sample t-test was conducted to compare Pre vs. Post-test for each group.
The results showed that only two groups improved significantly from pre-test to post-test.

T df sig
Group
Mixed Pair  Pretest — Posttestl -10-.136 9 .000
Group 1
Girls Group Pair  Pretest — Posttestl -6.960 9 .000
1
Boys Group Pair Pretest — Posttestl -3.647 9 .005

1

The results of the paired sample t-test reveal that both groups (Mixed Group and Girls Group)

improved significantly from pre-test to post-test.
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To sum up, regarding the effect of gender mixed groups in the achievement in reading compre-
hension; the results revealed that Group (GIRLS GROUP) achieved the best results. They were
better than the other two groups and that Group (MIXED GROUP) came second with better re-
sults than Group (BOYS GROUP). In other words, the study showed ample evidence that fe-

males significantly achieved better results than males. This finding is consistent with early re-
search conducted by Murphy (2010) and Gtowka (2014). This finding means that gender has ma-
jor influence on the mean achievement of the students in reading comprehension.

As for the second question of the study, the results showed remarkable development in the stu-
dents’ skills when using collaborative learning activities for they were effective in improving and
accelerating the process of learning.

Discussion

The statistical results of the data presented above indicated that there were significant differences
among the three groups in their performance in the posttest in terms of reading comprehension.
The findings of the independent sample t-test showed that there were significant differences only
between two levels (i.e. Level 1: mixed group vs. Girls group, Level 3: Girls group vs. Boys
group). With regard to the paired-sample t-test, it was shown that both groups (Mixed Group and
Girls Group) improved from pre-test to post-test. Based on the results, it is noticed that group
Girls Group significantly outperformed the other two groups and made significant developments
as they scored higher overall means than boys in the posttest. Generally, both gender mixed
groups and collaborative learning proved to have an active role in the process of learning reading

comprehension.

Conclusion

This study was conducted in order to examine the influence of gender mixed groups on learners’
achievements and collaborative interaction in reading comprehension. The findings revealed that
although the three groups improved from pre-test to post-test, the improvement of the group
(GIRLS GROUP) was the best as it showed superiority over the other two groups. Based on the
findings and discussion of the study, the following conclusions are made:

1. Gender has significant influence on the mean achievement of the students in reading

comprehension, and
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2. Collaborative learning activities facilitate and produce better reading comprehension of

students.
The implication of the findings of the study are that teachers should receive appropriate train-
ing to implement collaborative learning in their classes. Moreover, teachers on their part
would need to understand the materials that students can learn better by collaborative learn-
ing and use all available sources to support and facilitate students’ participations. Additional-
ly, learners need to be equipped with the necessary skills to enrich collaborative learning ex-
perience. Finally, teachers need to implement appropriate activities that encourage the inter-

action of boys and girls in the learning process and reduce the gender gap in performance.
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Abstract:

The purpose of this research is to provide a discussion on the issues raised by TESS teachers
(teachers of non-native English language) as a result of the changes in English language. In sim-
ple terms, it is a study that focuses on identifying and analyzing learners' mistakes, as well as ex-
ploring the reasons behind these errors, using conceptual and theoretical methods regarding se-
cond language learning that may be reflected in these errors. According to Miles and Mitchell
(2004: 5), second language learning "is the learning of any language, to any level, provided that
the second language is learned only at some time after the first language is acquired."

In summary, the case study of this research focused on two learners from the same cultural
background, but who had different experiences in learning a second language. Some of the learn-
ers' faults have been explained in the research according to the social context and a variety of other fac-
tors.

Introduction

Over the past decades, English has become the crucial worldwide language as well as a primary means of
international communication. This could be attributed to complex cultural, economic and technological
forces. Graddol (1997) states that due to the development of the internet and international trade, the Eng-

lish language is spoken internationally and has spread geographically among all world languages. Addi-
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tionally, the English language is commonly known as a lingua franca, as it is used as a working language

among different regions in the European Union, as well as a language of contact throughout the world.
South-east Asia is probably a good example of this, where many are non-native English speakers. This is

likely to have a profound impact on both English language teaching and on the language itself.

Moreover, there are multiple varieties which have developed from the English language, known as ‘world
Englishes’. These varieties include standard English in regions such as the United Kingdom, Canada,
Australia, the United States, New Zealand and South Africa, and other local varieties in countries such as
Africa, India and the Caribbean. The concept of ‘world Englishes’ applies to many language users who
add their own local words and expressions to their discourse. This means that the English language has
extended its social, functional and cultural context through these world Englishes. Consequently, English
has grown to be an essential rather than optional language, and it has become widely taught throughout
the world (Crystal, 1997).

This growth of the English language has probably forced professional English teachers to accept either
diversity or multiculturalism. Gnutzmann and Intemann (2005) point out that teachers need to teach
Standard English as a linguistic model in classes, but they may also need to be flexible with learners in
terms of their teaching model. In brief, teachers are not required to promote one form of English over an-
other, but rather, they must respect learners’ needs and take into consideration the contexts and purposes

of use which are associated with them. Consequently,

“...the widespread use of English language as a language of wider communication will
continue to exert pressure towards global uniformity as well as give rise to anxieties
about ‘declining’ standards, language change and the loss of geolinguistic diversity. But
as English shifts from foreign language to second language status for an increasing num-
ber of people, we can also expect to see English develop a larger number of local varie-
ties. These contradictory tensions arise because English has two main functions in the
world: it provides a vehicular language for international communication and it forms the

basis for constructing cultural identities” (Graddol, 1997: 56).

These issues could concern the native speakers of this language, due to the changes which have occurred,

or which perhaps will occur, to the English language in the future.

The purpose of this assignment is to provide a discussion concerning issues raised by TESOL teachers as
a result of changes to the English language. In simple terms, it is a study which focuses on identifying and
analysing learners’ mistakes, as well as exploring the reasons which lie behind these mistakes, using the

conceptual and theoretical frameworks regarding second language learning which may reflect on these
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errors. According to Myles and Mitchell (2004:5), second language learning “is the learning of any lan-

guage, to any level, provided only that the learning of the second language takes place sometime later
than the acquisition of the first language”. In brief, the case study of this research has concentrated on two
learners who are from the same cultural background, but who have different experiences of learning the
second language. In the following sections, some of the learners’ errors will be discussed in relation to

social context and a variety of other factors
Literature Review

This section will investigate and give an overview of some of the key concepts and theories on second
language acquisition (SLA). The section will begin with the first theory which is behaviourism, followed
by discussion of the cognitive theory that appeared as a consequence of the limitations and failure of be-
haviourism to interpret some of the key concepts of SLA. Subsequent analysis of this theory will in turn
indicate further notions provided by theorists about SLA. Lastly, the section will address socio-cultural
theory, which emerged to account for and depict why L2 learners are different from each other in terms of
SLA.

Behaviourism theory

Loewen and Reinders (2011) explain that in the 1950s and early 1960s, behaviourism theory was a theory
of learning which focused on the relationship between stimulus and response; this type of process is
called the formation of habits. In other words, it was thought that children learn their L1 habit in correct
forms by copying other people's utterance exactly. In addition to habit formation, there is a process of
imitation, which involves taking someone else’s speech and utilising it in one’s own utterance. Building
on this idea, Ellis (2005) illustrates that when a mechanised response to a specific stimulus is elicited

from learners, then such behaviour can be seen as a habit.

Following on from this, Lado (1957, cited in Gass & Selinker, 2013:80) demonstrates that the contrastive
analysis hypothesis emerged to enable comparisons to be made between L1 and L2, and thus identify sim-
ilarities and differences regarding structures. Furthermore, it is claimed that it is essential to clearly define
and understand the notion of language transfer. Building on this idea, Towell and Hawkins (1994) state
that an awareness of such transfer will make it easier for teachers to concentrate on these different struc-
tures and in turn, to apply methods that reinforce changes of habits in L2. In short, L2 learners may make
errors as a result of L1 interference. However, the effects of this type of transfer could be either positive
or negative. For example, when the features of L1 are similar to L2, this will create positive transfer to the

second language, but if the features of L1 are different to the grammatical and phonological system of L2,
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then the transfer will be negative, and as a result, plenty of drilling and teaching are needed in order for it

to be acquired.

However, this theory is attacked by cognitive theorists. Chomsky (1987, cited in Mitchell & Myles,
2004:33) depicts that according to behaviourism, the input language which is learned by children is per-
haps limited, since they may not be aware of the complexity of the language they utter as they have
learned it habitually.

Interlanguage theory

These debatable notions have encouraged researchers to seek for other perspectives in order to account
for learners’ errors. For instance, the emergence of error analysis theory assisted in discovering the pro-
cesses of interlanguage, which may interpret the errors which are produced by learners. This is defined as
“the language system that is created by L2 learners as they develop their L2 knowledge towards the target
language norms” (Loewen & Reinders, 2011:98). This means that learners learn the target language in a
systematic manner. Even if the structure of the target language is different, the learner’s interlanguage is
still systematic. Selinker (1972, cited in Loewen & Reinders, 2011:98) states that interlanguage systems
can be dynamic rather than static, as they are developed according to how learners gain and reform the
input of L2 knowledge. Furthermore, this theory suggests that learners’ mistakes cannot be avoided, but
should be interpreted as part of the learning process. Selinker (1972, cited in Wei, 2008:128) goes further,
and identifies five processes which lead to the creation of interlanguages; these are communication strate-
gies, learning strategies, over-generalisation, transfer of training, and L1 transfer. Some of these will be
examined further in the analysis section in order to describe the errors produced by the L2 learners in the

case study.
The monitor model hypothesis

Another theoretical approach was proposed by Stephen Krashen (1982, cited in Gass & Selinker, 2001).
His ‘monitor model’ was affected by Chomsky’s theory of first language acquisition. Krashen’s ideas ap-
peared when there were no satisfactory views about language teaching beyond behaviourism. Thus,
Krashen began describing and dividing his model into five hypotheses. The first one is the acquisition-
learning hypothesis, which argues that learners acquire the second language in exactly the same way as
children picking up their first language. This might occur with conscious awareness of rule learning but
not of language form. The next one is the monitor hypothesis. This type of approach is responsible for
evaluating what language learners produce and monitoring if this is correct. Such monitoring ensures

learners produce the relevant acquired language. The third one is the natural order hypothesis, which
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means that second language acquisition develops in an expected sequence, in the same way as in first lan-

guage acquisition. The simplest features of language may not be easily acquired by even advanced second
language learners. The fourth is the input hypothesis; this is concerned with how learners are exposed to
language which comprises i + 1, in which i refers to the language which has been already acquired and 1
refers to all aspects of language such as words, pronunciation and grammatical rules. The last one is the
affective filter hypothesis, which suggests that language might not be acquired effectively, as an ‘affective

filter’ may hinder learners from acquiring the language and as a result they will filter out input.

Krashen’s model has been criticised by White (1987, cited in Lightbown & Spada, 2006:38), who argues
that there is no evidence to support the five hypotheses, nor any way of distinguishing between acquisi-
tion and learning by implementing different stages. White suggests that this learning behaviour can be
applied in a superficial style but not in a deep way. Consequently, linguists have continued to explore is-
sues concerning SLL since the 1970s. For example, Mitchell and Myles (2004) have raised some ques-
tions which need investigation in language-specific terms, firstly with regard to the ways in which first
and second language acquisition are similar, and how this notion is relevant to universal grammar. A se-
cond question relates to what the similarities are, in cognitive terms, between second language learning
processing and other complicated processing tasks. Researchers need to study SSL theories from a variety

of perspectives in order to find logical answers.
The Universal Grammar

The first theory which attempts to provide logical answers is that of universal grammar. Eckman (1996,
cited in Gas & Selinker, 2001:168) describes universal grammar (UG) as a special notion which supports
the concept that there is innate understanding involved in language learning. However, this notion may
itself raise various questions. Gas and Selinker (2001) claim that the UG approach to second language
acquisition could imply different perspectives of learnability, and argue that the idea of innate universal
language characteristics is promoted by an insistence on methods which may prove that children can be
successful in acquiring a language in spite of insufficient input. The evidence presented by Chomsky
(1997:167, cited in Gas & Selinker, 2001:169) supports this claim: “The theory of a particular language is
its grammar. The theory of languages and the expressions they generate is Universal Grammar (UG); UG
is a theory of the initial state of the relevant component of the language faculty”. This theory proposes

that language comprises a group of principles and parameters which differ between all natural languages.

This concept has been criticised by other theorists. White (1989, cited in Gas & Selinker, 2001:170) illus-
trates that language input by itself cannot enable young learners to attain what adult learners achieve

through complex grammar. Robinson (2001) also argues that language cannot be learned through the pos-
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session of a specific innate language mechanism as suggested by the universal grammar. Furthermore,

based on Chomsky’s criticism, Mitchell and Myles (2004) maintain that language learning is not neces-
sarily about innate knowledge. Rather, it is about the development of communicative competence. The
reason for this opposition to UG is perhaps that the concept of innate language is not sufficient to enable
language specialists to interpret all aspects of development. In contrast, many second language acquisition
researchers argue that the focus needs to be on the learning component, rather than the language dimen-

sions suggested by the universal grammar theory.
Cognitive Theory

An alternative notion, cognitive theory, emerged in order to emphasise the second language acquisition
process; this theory enables linguists to analyse learners’ brain processes and how they acquire current
information. It is supported by Lightbown and Spada (2006), who state that cognitive theories are con-
cerned with the learning process within mental faculties. Such theories are not exclusive to SLA, but have
emerged from other sectors of psychology and education. From the perspective of second language acqui-
sition, Loewen and Reinders (2011) explain that cognitive theories are of interest as they offer methods of
investigating how second language learners acquire and produce language. Therefore, cognitive theories
have been used in researching individual differences in order to explore how L2 learners can store and
process the knowledge they have acquired in the brain. Information processing is one of the cognitive
theories which has emerged to address this issue. In other words, this approach attempts to recognise how

information accesses the cognitive system and how language is part of this process.

Furthermore, cognitive theorists are divided into two groups. The first group is concerned with processing
approaches and the second with constructionist approaches. The processing approach aims to “investigate
how second language learners process linguistic information, and how their ability to process the second
language develops over time” (Mitchell & Myles, 2004:97). Constructionist approaches deal with shared
second language learning development by addressing communicative needs. According to Mitchell and
Myles (2004), processing approaches have been subdivided into two types. The first is focused on infor-
mation processing by investigating two memory stores (short-term memory (STM) and long-term
memory (LTM)). The second type is declarative and procedural, and is focused on how second language
is mechanised and restructured through repeated activation. McLaughlin’s information-processing model
(1987, cited in Mitchell & Myles, 2004:100) is focused on information processing which could be either
controlled or automatic. Controlled processing means that information which is temporarily activated in

the memory requires more controlled attention. However, it might be restricted to short-term memory. In
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contrast, the processing can become automatic when language which is first produced by controlled pro-

cessing is subjected to repeat activation and sequencing.

On the other hand, Anderson (1983; 1985, cited in Mitchell & Myles, 2004:103) adopts the other type of
processing approach, which takes place in three stages. The first is the cognitive stage, which can describe
a procedure that has already been learned; secondly, the associative stage indicates how learners can per-
form tasks in a straightforward manner, and thirdly, the autonomous stage means that learners can attempt
to perform skills rapidly and automatically. Some researchers, however, argue that declarative knowledge

can be divided into two categories, which comprise conscious and unconscious components.

Loewen and Reinders (2011) point out that such constructionist approaches follow the notion of connec-
tionism theory, which argues that learners exposed to linguistic features can produce them in situational
contexts. Subsequently, learners can develop powerful networks which may connect these linguistic ele-
ments together and eventually, these elements will in turn activate the other features which are in the
learner’s mind. Although this perspective seems to have positive points, the connective learning model
may produce sophisticated syntactic structures which require extra research or investigation (Lightbown
& Spada, 2006).

It may be argued that cognitive theory is perhaps focused on individuals’ development rather than their
involvement in social situations, especially with teachers. There are other theorists, however, who attempt

to describe the role of learners from socio-cultural perspectives.
Acquisition and learning

First of all, a distinction must be made in order to understand the difference between second language
acquisition and second language learning. According to Ellis (1985), acquisition means that L2 learners
pick up language unconsciously when they are exposed to it, whereas learning means the L2 learners

study the language consciously.
Interaction and socio-cultural theory

Building on the notion of engaging learners in a social environment, the interaction hypothesis believes
that L2 learners can acquire language through their interaction in different social situations. According to
Ellis (1985:133), “foreigner talk is likely to be influenced by a whole host of variables such as the topic of
conversation, the age of participants...., and, in particular, the proficiency of the learners”. Moreover,
Long (1983, cited in Lightbown & Spada, 2006:43) argues that “modified interaction is the necessary
mechanism for making language comprehensible. That is, what learners need is not necessarily simplifi-

cation of the linguistic forms but rather an opportunity to interact with other speakers”. The most influen-
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tial theory related to this idea is Vygotsky’s concept, which assumes that cognitive perspectives appear as

a consequence of social interaction. This is confirmed by Cook (2008), who points out Vygotsky’s sug-
gestion that children have the aptitude to switch the process from external social use of language to inter-
nal mental use. Furthermore, Vygotsky (cited in Jordan et al., 2008:61) asserts that the role of teachers in
supporting learners is crucial; he refers to the zone of proximal development (ZPD), in which teachers can
involve learners in intellectual development so that the learners’ thinking can be advanced. Additionally,
using the idea of scaffolding, adults are required to support children by utilising language which mediates
between them and the world, in order to enable them to solve problems (Bruner, 1983; 1990, cited in
Cameron, 2001:8).

Characteristics of L2 learners

There is no doubt that certain individual factors may affect the success of SLA learners, such as age, atti-
tude, aptitude, intelligence and motivation, yet according to Cook (2008:135), such success “seems to be
an element that can only be attributed to the individual; some people can, others cannot.” For instance,
motivation and attitude are associated with each other, but researchers cannot confirm whether positive
motivation and attitude lead to beneficial language learning (Lightbown & Spada, 2006). Attitude is de-
fined as “the persistence shown by the learner in striving for a goal” (Gardner & Lambert, 1972, cited in
Ellis, 1985:117), and Cook (2008) states that a long-stable attitude can cause motivation in L2 learners’
minds which can be categorised into two types: integrative motivation and instrumental motivation. In
addition, age can affect L2 learners when they learn a language. Lightbown and Spada (2006) claim that
children who are from immigrant families have the ability to communicate in their new society the same
as native speakers, with high levels of mastery of spoken language compared to their parents, whose mas-
tery is probably poor. Although children cannot be compared with older learners in terms of their grasp of
language complexity, the age of the learner can greatly affect the rate and achievement of SLA (Ellis,
1985). In terms of intelligence, Mitchell and Myles (2004) point out that it is evident that L2 learners who
are deemed intelligent by formal measurement can perform successfully in formal classroom settings.
However, Harmer (2001) asserts that the aptitudes of learners are different in learning languages, since
some can improve rapidly while others cannot. This can be measured by testing, though such tests have
been criticised by researchers, since they cannot distinguish between the most and least intelligent learn-

ers.

As well as those mentioned above, there are probably other factors which can affect second language
learners when they are learning the second language. Some of the factors will be discussed further in the

analysis section of the case study.
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Methodology

This section will describe the two subjects involved in the case study, as well as the influences of social

context on both of them, by drawing on different factors and individual differences.

First of all, data was collected by observing and interviewing the two subjects of the study. The aim of
this was to provide evidence about the subjects’ communicative competence, in order to see if they seized
opportunities to communicate with native speakers or not. The second method of data collection was a
written test, in which grammatical accuracy could be measured. This data will be evaluated in relation to

theories and hypotheses in the analysis section.

Based on the data, it seems that there are indeed several factors which may affect learners in learning a
second language, including age, personality and motivation. The subjects of the case study talked about
different topics and areas such as their learning background, their purposes in coming to the UK and
whether they liked the environment or community where they lived. Both the subjects of the case study
are Libyan. Their ages are different but are within the early forties, and both are studying at British uni-
versities. Ahmed is my relative and Huda is my sister. Huda had reached the higher pre-intermediate level

of English, while Ahmed was at intermediate level. Both are currently studying PhDs in different fields.

The period of acquiring English language was different for the two learners. Ahmed emigrated to live in
the UK with his family when he was five years old, and was resident there for a long time before going
back to his country to work in an international company. The government then offered him a scholarship
to study abroad. Huda, on the other hand, came to the UK in 2008 to study an MA in Computer Science,
and has stayed to continue studying a PhD in the same field at the same university. With regard to their
learning background, Ahmed and Huda have had different experiences of exposure to the English lan-
guage, since Ahmed continues to study English in the UK within other subjects which are instructed in
English, whereas Huda has not had much exposure to the English language because she only studied Eng-
lish when she was at secondary school, and then the teaching policy changed and her government pre-
vented the teaching of English in schools for a period of time. Despite their different experiences, both
have found that their English has improved compared with when they were in their home country. In
terms of the data collection, they were eager to participate and provide information. The data that was
collected, through both conversation and the written test, comprised some accurate and some inaccurate
language produced by both students. Some of the errors could be analysed as the consequences of differ-

ent influences, and they varied between lexical and grammatical errors.
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Analysis

This section identifies the errors made by the two subjects and concentrates on analysis of specific areas
by drawing on variation theory to illuminate the intrinsic detail of the learners’ errors. It also considers the

significance of the social context in which learners acquire a second language.

It appears that some second language learners can be more successful in learning language than others.
This could occur due to the age factor. Gas and Selinker (2013) claim that children can be more success-
ful than adults in learning language. This can be seen in an example from Ahmed when he had been asked
about his language improvement: “l acquired a good range of vocabulary through my communication”.
In comparison with Huda’s example, “Uh...I am good now”, it is obvious that the period of time of expo-
sure to English when Ahmed was a child of five years had played a crucial role in his ability to store and
acquire the English language, since he spoke fluently utilising a reasonable range of vocabulary. In con-
trast, Huda was hesitant and general in her speech, as she only started learning English at the age of 15
and for a short time. Building on this finding, it is argued that the favourable age to acquire a language is
in the first ten years of life (Penfield and Roberts, 1959, cited in Ellis, 1985:107). Another point, high-
lighted by Ellis (1985), is that the level of success is affected by the number of years of exposure as well
as the starting age. This can be seen in Ahmed’s speech, since he appeared to be successful in his interac-
tion and fluency in comparison with his grammatical accuracy. While Ahmed had had a fulfilling oppor-
tunity to acquire the English language which lasted for a long period of time, Huda had acquired the lan-
guage within a limited period and she still has only the same level of experience even in the UK. Never-
theless, it is probably not age alone which can influence L2 learners. Rather, it is the way in which this
combines with other factors that could play a part in second language learning. With regard to other re-
search, the critical period hypothesis assumes that learners cannot obtain a high level of language profi-
ciency within a specific age range. Lenneberg (1967, cited in Hummel, 2014:172) suggests that the
change in this period might be as a consequence of a lateralisation process which is restricted to the right
or the left hemisphere of the brain, while most learners appear to have the language function in the left
hemisphere of the brain. This can be correlated to a period of two years and probably ends around the age

of adolescence.

It can be said that motivation also plays an essential role in second language learning. However, motiva-
tion can vary for numerous reasons, depending on learners’ goals. It was noticed that the motivation for
learning language varied between Ahmed and Huda. The reason is perhaps that Ahmed is enthusiastic

about communication with British people, as well as being addicted to the British culture and community,
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whereas Huda’s goal is to achieve a high education certificate so that she can obtain a satisfactory job

when she goes back to her country. With regard to motivation types, Huda has an instrumental motivation
(extrinsic) for learning the English language while Ahmed is different, as he has an integrative motivation
(intrinsic) for learning the second language. However, despite the fact that Ahmed speaks with a high lev-
el of native-like fluency, Huda can have reasonable accuracy in terms of her grammatical competence.
Therefore, Huda could be said to have a higher level of achievement in learning the second language
compared with Ahmed, as her goal for language learning is more functional. In other words, Huda is more
likely to intensify her efforts to reach her goals. To some extent, this is true; it is supported by Dornyei
(1990, cited in Cook, 2008:138) who conducted a test of motivation in Hungary in a study examining
English learners in a European environment, and proved that future careers are influential in providing
learners with instrumental motivation. In support of this, Huda was almost accurate in the grammatical
written test, whereas Ahmed was quite inaccurate in his grammatical competence, and unable to construct
according to complicated grammar rules such as present perfect continuous, or perhaps was unaware of
the correct usage. For example, Huda’s sentence “I have been studying an English language for three
years”, is more accurate than Ahmed’s, “l have studying an English language for long time”. This belief
about motivation is also supported by Carri6-Pastor and Mestre (2014), who argue that both instrumental
and integrative motivation are vital, however recent research places more emphasis on the success of in-

strumental motivation.

However, this cannot be said to be always true, since Ahmed, who has integrative motivation, was most
interested in communicating with native speakers when the opportunity came. He also tends to use and
speak the English language even with his Libyan groups, while Huda, who has instrumental motivation,
cannot speak very well and she is often hesitant, stressful and confused when she attempts to speak the
L2. The reason may possibly be that she is concerned about grammatical accuracy, and she may be anx-
ious about the language structure before she utters; this could be attributable to psychological factors such
as culture shock or social distance. For instance, in Huda’s conversation, utterances like “Learning Eng-
lish important” and “What does mean?” show Huda omitting an auxiliary verb ‘is’ and simplifying the
question without using a ‘subject’ in her speech. In support of this analysis, evidence is presented from

the acculturation model:

“According to the precepts of this model, acculturation (the assimilation of the cultural traits
of another group) is the causal variable of SLA. That is, if learners acculturate, they will
learn; if learners do not acculturate, they will not learn. Thus, acculturation initiates a chain
reaction, including contact in the middle and acquisition as its outcome” (Gas & Selinker,
2013: 464).
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To put it more simply, Huda probably does not socialise with native speakers, or perhaps does not have a

desire to communicate with the target language group.

Another factor which could affect second language learning is personality, which may influence conver-
sational skills or even listening and writing skills. It has been found that self-esteem can contribute to the
success of second language learning. As an example from the case study, Ahmed probably has high self-
esteem about learning in an interactive and efficient way, especially in British society. In other words,
Ahmed is willing to communicate and feels confident about himself, and this has perhaps resulted in help-
ing him to be a competent learner, particularly in terms of conversational skill. This is supported by White
(1959, cited in Oxford & Ehrman, 1993:194), who defines it as “a self-judgment of worth or value based
on feelings of ‘efficacy’, a sense of interacting effectively with one's own environment”. In contrast, Hu-
da may be prone to anxiety when speaking, since she is introvert as a person and does not enjoy interact-
ing with native speakers or ‘performing’ in front of others. Moreover, she sometimes worries about her
language structure while she is speaking, especially in front of native speakers. The most compelling evi-
dence of this is presented by Macintyre (1995:96), who explains that “Anxious students are focused on
both the task at hand and their reactions to it...[they] therefore will not learn as quickly as relaxed stu-
dents”. This is further supported by Oxford and Ehrman (1993:193), who argue that “The ‘bad’ kind of
anxiety is known as debilitating anxiety because it harms L2 learners' performance in many ways, both
indirectly through worry and self-doubt, and directly by reducing participation and creating overt avoid-
ance of the language”. However, this may not necessarily be true, since anxiety can also affect L2 learners
positively. For example, Huda could have positive anxiety, particularly when she has an exam. Because
of her anxiety, she usually exerts extra effort before the time of the exam in order to perform successfully.
This may perhaps have supported her in forming some basic grammatical structures efficiently in the
written test. This is supported by Macintyre (1995:92), who argues that “To the extent that a given task is
relatively simple, anxiety seems to have little negative effect and may actually improve performance

through increased effort”.

Some errors might be attributable to other cognitive and social factors. In fact, both learners produced
errors in both the spoken and written tests, and some of these could be as a consequence of first language
influences. As an illustration, both students might transfer rules and expressions negatively or even posi-
tively from their first language to the second language, as illustrated in previous sections. For instance, in
Huda’s statement “/ found problems in English language that I cannot understand them”, she has proba-
bly transferred the rule of the relative clause from the Arabic language to the English language when she

inserted the pronoun ‘them’, which is in effect a difference between the two languages. In the case of
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Ahmed, possibly because of the similarity between the Arabic and English language rule relating to the

passive voice, Ahmed applied this rule successfully in the written test.

Another factor which could be related to the developmental learning process as well as to the L1 is over-
generalisation. It has been claimed that L2 learners may over-apply and internalize rules of the target lan-
guage that are not appropriate or even justified. In brief, L2 learners may attempt to develop their lan-
guage by adding their own rules based on the amount of knowledge of the target language they have al-
ready acquired (Hummel, 2014). To demonstrate, Huda overgeneralised the rule of past simple when she

applied the -ed rule, and instead of the irregular verb ‘wrote’, used “I writted my report last week”.

Furthermore, both Huda and Ahmed sometimes produced fixed expressions in their speaking that they
had acquired before. However, neither of them seemed to be aware of the grammatical morphemes to the-
se expressions. The reason for this is probably that they may have heard these words in context and mere-
ly been able to comprehend the meaning without necessarily paying attention to the correct form. In Hu-
da’s example “Could you do me a favour?” and Ahmed’s “I'm afraid that's never come into my mind”,
Huda may not be aware of the use of ‘could’, and whether a base form is needed after it or not, and Ah-
med probably does not recognise the present perfect form in that expression. Gradually, both of them can
come to realise the grammatical use of such formulaic expressions through guided instruction and experi-
ence, and begin to process this information automatically. This supports what is proposed by both cogni-

tive theory and the i+1 comprehensible input hypothesis mentioned above.

It was also noticed that Huda used alternative expressions in conversation with interlocutors so that her
speech could be comprehensible for them. This proves what is claimed by the interaction hypothesis and
ZPD concept referred to above, since she negotiated meaning by modifying words to carry on her conver-
sation with support from other speakers. In the following example, perhaps because of Huda’s personality
as mentioned in the previous section, the interlocutor supports Huda when she speaks by asking her kind-
ly “What do you mean by this?”, “Do you mean X or Y?”, or gives her time to respond to a question or

uses gestures.

Huda: What is your study?

NS: Pardon, what do you mean?

Huda: Uhuh...I mean what do you do at university?
NS: Do you mean my subject or my field?

Huda: Oh, yes..field
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With reference to social interaction, it was observed that Huda and Ahmed used their own strategies to

help others to understand their words. Possibly because of the difficulty of some features of L2, both
learners restated their own speech to approximate the meaning of those words, and sometimes talked
round the word in an attempt to convey their message to native speakers. In essence, Huda used ‘plane’
for ‘airport’ and “I need to see a doctor” for “I have an appointment”. Also, Ahmed seemed to be more
likely to use mime when there were complicated words that he could not remember. Tarone (1980) states
that foreigner talk might involve negotiating clarifications when communicating in order to reach the in-
tended meaning; this may involve using strategies such as paraphrasing, circumlocution or mime. Fur-
thermore, “Communication strategies are most clearly defined...as ‘mutual attempts of two interlocutors
to agree on a meaning in situations where the requisite meaning structures do not seem to be shared’”

(Tarone, 1980:420).

It appeared that both learners used standard and non-standard English language in their conversations.
Exemplifying this, both learners utilised standard language when speaking to their teachers or to staff at
the university, but when at home, they used non-standard English. For example Huda, when speaking to
her teacher, would say “May | help you?” while at home she used expressions such as “Feel free to do
anything”. In short, their culture and pidgin language might affect their use of standard English when
communicating, since this style of speech does not exist as an English norm. In terms of lingua franca and
the socio-cultural perspective, this could occur under the effect of other people’s language. The same pat-
tern applied to Ahmed, as he communicated with professional people in a different style from the lan-

guage he used with family, friends or even in the street.

With regard to English variations, pidgin language and cultural identity, it was found that Huda and Ah-
med spoke English in their own accent, which may have had a negative effect on their grammar. The rea-
son for this may perhaps be that each of them was exposed to English in different ways at their respective
schools. For instance, Ahmed said “When I was at British schools, I concentrated on speaking rather
than on grammar...when I came back to my country, my teachers focus widely on grammar but I still
have problems with it”. In comparison, Huda said “The Libyan schools stress more on grammar but not

on speaking skill .

To conclude, the two subjects in the case study had experienced different styles of learning background.
Building on the concept of a lingua franca, Ahmed is probably a successful communicator in terms of
conversational skill, regardless of his weaknesses in language structure, whereas Huda is a successful
writer in terms of grammar, despite her weaknesses in speaking. These differences reflect the range of

factors and influences involved in the SLA process.
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Conclusion

The purpose of this case study has been to concentrate on how learners learn a second language. Howev-
er, because of the small scale of this research, it is difficult to make any assumptions. Despite this limita-
tion, the study has compared the SLA processes of two learners from different perspectives. With regard
to English as a world language, it has been seen that English has grown rapidly among world languages,
both as a foreign and as a second language. Furthermore, in terms of English as a lingua franca, it has be-
come the language of business and technology and continues to spread among non-native countries, being
taught at increasingly early stages. Experts argue that English has begun to be spoken by many non-native
speakers who mix their local languages into the English language elements. Consequently, it has been
estimated that different types of English will be spoken, one type at school or work, and one at home.
Others claim that the language can be taught by encouraging local versions in English language classes.
Whilst some native speakers might be unsatisfied by such alterations, at the same time, they may perhaps
need to adapt to them, since the globalisation of English has become a fact of life. It has been predicted
that speakers of the English language will reach two billion by 2050. Therefore, the demand for native
English speakers will expand for some time in the future. With reference to second language theories, it
could be said that cognitive factors and socio-cultural context both play an essential part in second lan-
guage learning, as well as Krashen’s concept of comprehensible input which could help to explain the
SLA process of learners. Furthermore, it was clear that the two learners in the case study had been influ-
enced by different factors and characteristics, and had utilised varying strategies in learning the English
language. Because of the ongoing changes to the English language, TESOL teachers and trainers must
continue to research and seek answers to questions which could be raised by schools, governments and

industry regarding such issues.
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