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The Libyans Attitudes Towards the 17" of February Revolution:
Motivations and Success Factors
Abstract

This paper seeks to assess the Libyans attitudes towards the 17" of February
Libyan Revolution. The paper tries to achieve three main objectives: (1) to determine
the meaning of 17th of February Revolution success. (2) to determine the degree of
revolution success. (3) to assess the future of new Libya based on respondents’ views.
(4) to identify the revolutions’ motivations. (5). To indentify the key success factors of

the revolution.

In terms of research methodology, questionnaire survey was designed particularly
for this research and assessed by 8 scholars to ensure high validity and reliability of
the construct content. A number of (500) questionnaires were circulated to residents in
Benghazi, the second Largest city in Libya. Out of this number, (325) were returned
with (268) deemed valid for analysis. Descriptive statistical analysis was used and
one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) or Kruskal-Wallis (KW) were used as well to
test the research hypotheses. The major variables of study are: revolution success
meaning, revolution success degree, future of Libya, revolution’s motivations, and

revolution’s key success factors.
The key findings are:

(1) there is a obvious variance in the Libyans' attitudes in terms of the meaning of the

revolution success according to respondents’ demographical factor.

(2) revolution success is a general terms means: maintaining country’s possessions;
maintaining security; eradicating sources of unrest; establishing solidarity; changing

old regime; following Gaddafi’s supporters to keep peace in the whole region.
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(3) there is also a variation in assessing the revolution’s degree of success based on

demographical criterion.

(4) the vast majority of unqualified youth investigated in the study perceive the

Libyan future will be better.

(5) four reasons affected by demographical criterion are the key motivations of the
revolution and ranked as follows: human rights violations; social pressures;

governmental corruption; and economic pressures.

(6) nineteen key success factors were discovered ranked as follows: Gaddafi’s
supporters joining the revolutioners; regime war crime committing; regime bad
foreign policies; fathers’ support; mothers’ support; establishing the Libyan National
Transitional Council; international sympathy and support; international community
pressure; outsiders Libyan opposition support; power of religion factor; availability of
communications services; international media support; police and army support; bad
regime media; power of national solidarity; desire to change spirit; weapons’
availability; neighbouring countries support; regional revolutionary changing

inspiration.
The value of this paper can be seen from the following points:

(1) the study is pioneering as none has conducted such research using the behavioral

approach through attitude measuring.
(2) this paper created constructs can be used for new research in other areas in Libya.

(3) the study introduces some critical implications for decision makers in the Libyan

Transitional Council.
The study key implications are:

(1) revolution success meaning is erratic concept changes based on respondents’

demographical criterion.
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(2) the degree of revolution success and the future of Libya are varied based on

demographical criterion as well.

(3) the new Libya requires handling the key four motivations of the revolution very

well to avoid unrest.
(4) it is vital to remember all help obtained during the revolution.

(5) the success of the Libyan revolution is the efforts of the whole society not a
particular person or institution. Hence, it is vital for everybody to ask himself what
kind of support he provided to the revolution; or what he is doing now for the

revolution; or what he intends to do in the future for this revolution.

Finally, the paper concludes by acknowledging some minor limitations and

suggesting a number of fruitful future research.
Key Words: 17" of February Revolution, Motivations, Success Factors
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